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VOTES 

AND 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF         THE 

GENERAL   ASSEMBLY 

OF        THE 

State   of    New-Jersey. 

PRINCETON,  TucfJay,  Augujl  17,   i776. 

TH  E  above  Time  and  Place  being  appointed  by  the  late  Convention  for  the 
Meeting  of  the  firft  AiTembly  elected   under  the  new   Conftitution   o<  the 
State  of   Neiv-Jerfey,  the  Houfe  met,  and,   there  not   being  a   lut'.i 
Number  of  Members  to  proceed  on  Bufinefs,  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning 
Nine  o'Clock. 

Jfcdnejday,   Augujl  28,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met, 

And,  there  not  being  a   fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  on  Bufn. 
adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met,  and  adjourned  till  Eight  o'clock  To-morrow  Morning. 

Thursday,    Augujl  29,    1 7 76. 

The  Houfe  met. 

'rheums  Dey,  Peter  Zabrtjkie  and  David  Board,  being  returned  Rcprcfentati 
for  the  County  of  Bergen  ;  Abraham  Clark,  Caleb  Camp  and  Henry  Can  it.,  for  the 
County  of  Efjcx  ;  John  Combs,  Benjamin  Manning  and  Daniel  M  .  for  the 
County  of  Middle/ex  ;  Jacob  Drake,  Ellis  Cook  and  William  Woodbull,  for  the  Coun- 
ty of  Morris ;  Alexander  Mac  Snven,  Jacob  Bogart  and  Rent/off  VandUe,  for  the 
County  of  Somerfet ;  John  Covcnhoven,  Jojipb  Jhluus,  jun.  ami  Jame  .   |un. 

B  for 
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for  the  County  of  Monmouth ;  John  Hart,  John  Mchehn  and  Charles  Coxe,  for  the 
County  of  Hunterdon  ;  Peter  Tallman,  Caleb  Shreve  and  Jojeph  Nc-wbold,  for  the 
County  of  Burlington;  Samuel  Dick,  Eli/ha  Bajfet,  jun.  and  Edmund  Wet herby,  tor 
the  County  of  Salem  ;  and  J oj'eph  Savage,  Hugh  Hat  home  and  Eli  Eldridge,  lor 
the  County  of  Cape-May  ;  the  leveral  Returns  and  Certificates  were  read  and  filed  ; 
whereupon  John  Hart,  Efq.  was  duly  qualified  by  John  Combs,  Rfq.  appointed 
thereto  ;  and  the  laid  John  Hart,  Efq.  being  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  having 
duly  qualified  fuch  of  the  other  Members  above-mentioned  as  were  prefent,  they 
took  their  Seats  in  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  a  Speaker,    when   John  Hart,  Efq.  was 
unanimoufly  choien  Speaker  of  this  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  alfo  unanimoufly  appointed  Jonathan  Dzare,  Efq.  Clerk  of  the  Houfe 
of  Affembly. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Friday,   Auguft  30,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

There  appearing  to  be  fome  Infufiiciency  in  the  Return  of  the  Reprefentatives 
for  the  County  of  Suffix,   the  Houfe  took  the  fame  into  Confideration  ;  and,  after 
Debate  thereon,    and  the  Queftion  being  put,   Whether  the  faid  Ele&ion  be  legal 
or  not  ?    It  palled  in  the  Affirmative. 
Ordered, 

That  Cafper  Shaffer,  Thomas  Pcterfon  and  Ab'ia  Brozvn,  the  Members  returned 
for  Sujfex,  do  take  their  Seats  in  this  Houfe  ;  whereupon  the  faid  Members,  having 
been  firft  duly  qualified  by  the  Speaker,   took  their  Seats  accordingly. 

The  Return  and  Certificate  of  the  due  Election  of  Ephrahn  Harris,  "Jonathan 
Boiven  and  John  Buck,  Reprefcntatives  for  the  County  of  Cumberland  in  General 
Affembly,  was  read  and  filed;  and  the  faid  Members,  having  been  fu  It  djuly 
qualified,  were  ordered  to  take  their  Seats  in  this  Houfe  ;  at  the  fame  Time 
Richard  Somers,  one  of  the  Members  for  Gloucejler,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  Seat. 

A  Paper  from  the  Council  of  Safety  in  Philadelphia  was  read,  requefting  that 
the  Houle  will  give  Furloughs  to  Mojes  Yeomans,  Blackfmith,  who  is  employed  at 
the  Flying  Camp,  and  fuch  Men  as  are  employed  under  him  ;  on  the  QnelVion, 
Whether   the  Houfe   will  comply  with   fuch  Requeft  ?  It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

A   Paper   from   the  Librarian  of  the   College   of  Neiv-Jerfey,  by  Order  of  the 
Faculty,    offering  to  this  Houfe  the  Ufe  of  the  Library  in  the  College,   was  read, 
Ordered, 

That  the  Thanks  of  this  Floufe  be  given  to  the  Facvdty  for  their  polite  Offer. 

Refolved, 
That  David  Olden  be  Sergeant  at  Arms  to  this  Houfe  ;  and  that  Robert  Ham- 
bleton  be  Doorkeeper  to  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
A  Letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Philip  Kearney  to  the  Houfe,  fetting  forth,  That 
he  was,  on  the  thirteenth  of  laft  Month,  fent  to  the  Hou!e  of  Mr.  Richard  Ste- 
vens in-  Hunterdon  County,  by  Order  of  the  late  Provincial  Convention,  and 
there  confined,  and  defiring  to  have  Liberty  to  attend  his  Bufinefs  elfewhere,  or 
be  heard  before  the  Houle  touching  his  Confinement ; 

Ordered, 


WILLIAM    LIVINGSTON,    Efqtrire,    Governor. 


Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Kearney  be  heard  before  the  Houfe. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting  of  the  Council  and  Aillinblv. 

The  Houie adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,    Augujl  31 ,    1776. 

The  Houie  met. 
A  Letter  from  John  Stevens,   Efq.  was  read,  informing  the  Houfe  that  the 

Eattern  Treafury  Chclt  has  been  lome  Time  in    I  lemon  ;  that  he  is  Secu- 

rity for  the  prefent  Eaflcrn    Trealurer,   whole   Accounts  arc  ready    to  he   offered 
to  the   Houfc,  o  c.   and  requeuing  the   Houie  cither   to   order   his    Bond   to    be 
c.mcelled,  or  continue  Mr.  Stevens  in  the  Care  of  the  Treafury,  as  fhall  appear 
moil  for  the  publick  Good  ; 
Ordered, 
That  the  /aid  Letter  have  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  ot. 

The  Houie  adjourned  till  Three,   P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Combs  had  Leave  of  Abfence,  on  particular  Bufinefs,  till  Monday  the  Ninth 
of  September  next. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,    September-  1,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Philemon 
Dickinfon,  fettiug forth,  that  a  Number  of  the  Militia  had  deferred,  taking  their 
Arms,  &c.  with  them;  and  that  a  Number  of  the  Militia  arc  without  Arm!  ; 
and  defiring  the  Attention  of  the  Legillature  thereto;  which  Letter  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

On  Application  in  Writing  from  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennl'ylv.mi.i,  rrqucfl- 
ing  that  this  Houfc  would  exempt  certain   Perlons  employed  at  the  Salt-W 
erecting  on  Pom's  River,    from    ferving   in  the  Militia  until  faid  Works  are  C 
pleted  ;  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  Houie  will   comply  with  fuch    Rcquclt  ? 
It  pafTed  in  the  Negative. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,   P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  the  Townfhip 
Stafford  and  Dover,    in   the    County    of  Monmouth,  for   Reasons   therein  let  forth, 
praying  that  their  Militia,   being  few  in  Number,  may    not   he   taken  from  thole 
Townfhips  ;    which  was  read,    and  ordered  a   fecond   Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tucfilay,    September  3,    1776. 
The  Houie  met. 

Caleb  Camp,  Efq.  one  of  the  Representatives  for  EJfcx  County,  appearing  in  the 
Houfe,  was  duly  qualified,  and  took  his  Scat. 

A  Petil 
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A  Petition  was  prefented  by  the  Committees  and  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Townihips    of  Great- Egg- Harbour  and   Galhvay,    in    the    County   of  Gloucejler,. 
fetting  forth  the  defencelefs  Situation  of  thofe  Townfhips,  and  their  being  expofed 
to  the  Enemy  ;    and    praying  the  remaining  Half  of  their  Militia  may  not  be 
called  out  on  Service,   &c.    which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Reprefentation  of  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Militia  of  the  County  of  Salem, 
was  read,  fetting  forth,  That  the  Captains  had  retained  the  Fines  from  Non-Affo- 
ciators  in  their  Hands,  and,  for  Reafbns  therein  mentioned,  praying  that  the 
Fines  may  be  diftributed  among  thofe  of  the  Companies  who  fbould  abide 
their  Lot  ; 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  have  a  fecond  Reading. 

Ordered, 
That  whenever  any  Member  moves  to  have  the  Yeas  and  Nays  entered  on  any 
Queflion,  and  is  leconded  in  his  Motion,  that  the  fame  be  entered. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Wednesday,  September  4,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Reprefentation  of  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Militia  of  the  County  of  Salem, 
was  read  the  fecond  Time  j 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Mehelm,  and  Mr.  Bro-wn,  be  a 
Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  remedy  the  Inconveniencies  fet  forth  in  faid 
Reprefentation. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Anthony  Moufengeil,  praying  an  Exemption  of 
certain  Perfons,  Workmen  at  the  Copper  Furnace  at  Raritan,  from  Service  in  the 
Militia  ;  on  the  Queflion,  Whether  the  Houfe  will  grant  the  Prayer  of  the 
Petition  ?   It  palled  in  the  Negative. 

The  Petition  from  divers  Inhabitants  of  Great-Egg-Harbour  and  Gallivay,  in 
the  County  of  Gloucejler,  for  Reafons  therein  fet  forth,  praying  that  one  Half  of 
their  Militia  may  not  be  called  out  on  Service,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time; 
on  the  Queflion,  Whether  the  Houfe  do  comply  with  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  ? 

It  pafled  in  the  Negative. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  &c 

Mr.  Qoxe,   Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Townfhip  of  K'mgivood,   in  Hun- 
terdon County,  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  in  his  Hands  the  Sum  of  Tiven- 
ty-elght  Pounds  Three  Shillings,   for  feveral  Fines  collected  in  faid  Townfhip  ; 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Coxe  do  pay  the  fame  to  the  Treafurer  of  this  State,  to  be  hereafter 
difpofed  of  by  the  Legiflature. 

Mr.  Savage  has  Leave  of  Abfence  on  Account  of  his  ill  State  of  Health. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  &c.  And 

The 


WILLIAM     LIVINGSTON,    Efquire,    Governor. 


•    The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nino  o'clock. 

Tburfday,  September  5,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Dick,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Hill  respecting  the  Ap- 
propriation of  Fines  in  the  Militia,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  re- 
pealing an  Ordinance  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  Ncw-Jerley  of  the  tvent;- 
Jir/l  of  Augult  Lift,  for  recovering  and  appropriating  certain  Militia  lines,  &.c.  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  6v\ 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   September  6,    1776. 
The  Houfe  met. 
A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Pater/on. 
Ordered ',  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  6,  1776. 

THAT  Mr.  Pater/on  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aifembly  that  Mr.  Smith 
and  Mr.  Cooper  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  meet  a  Committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aifembly,  in  order  to  form  a  Great  Seal  for  the  State,  and  make  Report 
thereof  to  this  Houfe  ; 

Whereupon, 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Did:,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Covenhoven,  and  Mr.  Coxe,  be  a  Committee 
to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in  order  to  form  a  Great  Seal  for  the  State  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Neivbold  do  inform  the  Council  thereof,  and  define 
them  to  appoint  the  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Holmes  reported,  that  Mr.  Neivbold  and  himl'elf  delivered  the  Melfage  with 
them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting.  And 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  /'.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
Ellis  Cook,  Efq.   one  of  the  Members   for   Morris  County,  appearing  in   the 
Houfe,  was  duly  qualified,  and  took  his  Scat. 

Mr.  Peterfon  has  Leave  of  Abfence  till  Tufday  next,  on  particular  Bufin. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,   or. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,  September  7,    177^- 

The  Houfe  met. 
The  Hill,  entitled,  An  Act /or  repealing  an    Ordinance  of  the  Convention  of  the 
State  of  New-Jerfey  of  the  t-wcnty-frjl  of  Augull  /-///,  for  recovering  and  appropri- 
ating certain  Militia  Fines,  c<c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Quell. 
Ordl  red, 
That  the  lame  be  engroffed. 

C  A  Rcprcfcntation 
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A  Reprefentation  to  the  Houfe  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
County  of  Somerfet,  reflecting  fbme  Prifoners  of  War  confined  in  faid  County, 
was  read, 

Ordered, 
That  this  Houfe  do  requeft  a  Conference  with  the  Council  thereon,  which  was 
accordingly  done. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Hand. 
Ordered  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  7,   1776. 

THAT  Mr.  Pater/on,  Mr.   Fell  and  Mr.  Symmes,  be  a   Committee  to  meet  a 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  in  a  Conference  refpecting  the  Prifon- 
ers of  War,   and  other  Perfons  confined  on   Parole  within  this  State,  and   make 
Report  to  this  Houfe  ;  that  the  faid  Committees  meet  at  Mr.  Whitehead's  at  Twelve 
o'clock  ;  and  that  Mr.  Hand  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  therewith  ; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mac  Etven,  Mr.  Bogart,  Mr.  Bey,  Mr.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Covenhoven^ 
and  Mr.  Cook,  be  a  Committee  of  this  Houfe  to  join  the  Committee  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  a  Conference  refpecting  the  Prifoners  of  War,  and  other  Perfons  confined 
on  Parole  within  this  State,  and  make  Report  to  this  Houfe  ;  and  that  Mr.  Board 
and  Mr.  Buck  do  acquaint  the  Council  thereof. 

Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Bogart,  and  Mr.  Woodhull,  have  Leave  of  Abfence  on  par- 
ticular Bufinefs. 

Mr.  Board  reported,  that  Mr.  Buck  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Menage  with 
them  entruited  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  6'<\ 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  next  Two  o'Clock,  P.  M. 

Monday,    September  9,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met, 
And,  there  not  being  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  on  Bufinefs, 
adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,   September  10,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 
Peter  Talhnan,  Efq.  a  Member  for  Burlington  County,  and  Robert  Friend  Price 
and  Ifaae  Mickle,  Efqrs.  M  embers  for  Gloucefler  County,  appearing  in  the  Houfe, 
were  duly  qualified,  and  thereupon  took  their  Seats. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Mehehn,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Covenhoven, 
Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Wetherby,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  fettle 
all  publick  Accounts  that  may  come  before  the  Houfe  this  Seflion. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell. 

Council-Chamber,  Sept.    10,   1776. 

A  tK  H  E  Houfe  having  taken  into  Confederation  that  it  will  neceffarily  take  up 
-*•  fome  Time  to  get  a  proper  Great  Seal  prepared  for  the  Sealing  of  fuch  Com- 
mifhons  as  have  ufually  patted  under  the  Great  Seal,  and  that  it  will  be  necettary 
for  the  publick  Good  that  fundry  Commifuons  mould  iflue  before  fuch  Great 
Seal  can  be  made  j  therefore, 

Refolved, 


WILLIAM     LIVINGSTON,    Lfquiic,    Govci 


RcfoheJ, 
That  the  Seal  at  Arms  of  His  Excellency   William  I .  nnjl  ,n,   Efquire,  (hall 
deemed,  taken  and  tiled,  as  the  Great  Seal  of  this  Stale  till"  another  lhall  be  m  i 
Ordered^ 
That  Mr.  Fell  do  carry  a   Copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolution  to  the  Houfe  of 
Afllnibly  for  their  Confuleration  and  Concurrence  ; 

\\  hereupon  the  laid  Mellage  of  the  Council  being  taken  into  Confuleration, 

Rejblvedi 
That  this  lloule  do  concur  with   the  Council  in  their   Eelolution   of  this  Day 
refpecling  the  Great  Seal  of  this  State. 
Ordered^ 
That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Cwenhoven  do  inform  the  Council  thereof. 

A  Memorial  from  David  White  of  the  County  of  Somerfett  prefented  to  the 
Continental  Congrefs  and  referred  to  this  Houlc,  was  read,  praying,  lor  divers 
Reafons  therein  let  forth,  to  be  exempted  from  bearing  Arms  in  the  Militia,  or  to 
have  Leave  to  return  to  his  Children  and  Property  in  England)  and  that  the  lloule 
will  grant  him  a  Pallport  for  that  Purpole  ; 
Ordered^ 

That  the  lame  have  a  fecond  Reading. 

Ordered^ 

That  a  Committee  of  Grievances  do  fit  on  Wednefday  in  every  Week  during 
this  Beffion,  if  neceffary  ;  and  that  faid  Committee  be  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M 

The  Houfe  met. 

On  Motion, 

OrJcriil, 
That  the  Speaker  do  employ  fome  Perfon  to  bring  from   Burlingl 
with  all  the  Books  and  Papers  belonging  to  the  Aliembly. 

Mr.  Covenhovcn,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Council  reflecting  the  Prifoners  or  War  and  other  Peribns  confined  on 
I       >le  in  this  State,  made  the  following  Report: 

Pr'incct'jn,  Sept.  <;,    I ) 
VOUR  Committee,  appointed  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the   Honourable 
1    Council  rcfpecling  the  Prifoners  of  War  and  other  Perlons  confined  on  Parole 
in  this  State,  beg  Leave  to  report, 

ill,  That  it  appears  to  the  Confei  ices  that  the   taking,   altering  or  v  of 

Paroles  given  by  any  Inhabitants  of  this  State,  who  may  have  been  a]  pi  shei 
on   Nufpicion  of  being  inimical  to  their  Country,  and  the  Qifpofal  >:    , 
o.    War  lb  far  as   Refpecls  the  Place  of  their    Refulence  and   Deftio 
Dufinels   of  an  executive   Nature,  falls  properly  within  the  Department  ol  the 
Governor  and   his    Privy  Council. 

-dly,  That    it   appears   to   the   Confenees    that   waving    the  Point   of   Right, 
Matters  of  this   Kind   fhould  be    referred  to   the  Governor   and   Privj    I       ncil 
on  the  Score  of  Expediency,  for  otherwile   no  Restriction   or   Enlai 
Parole  can  be  made  dining  the  Recefs  of  the  Legillativc  Council  and  Afleml 
i     even  during  their  Seffion,  without  a  Law  for  that  Purpofe,  win  li  *  aid 
once  extremely  inconvenient  to  Individuals,  and  imncccllarily  burdcnlonie  to   the 
I        llature. 

;,dly,  That  the  Conferrees  did  not  (examine  into  the  particular  Situation  and 
Cireumftances   of  the   Prifoners    of  War  and    others  under  Parole  in  this  State, 

becauie 
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becaufe  if  they  either  of  Right  fall  within,  or  for  the  Sake  of  Expediency  be  re- 
ferred to,  the  executive  Line,  it  fuperfedes  the  Neceffity  of  any  Enquiry  by  the 
Conferrees,  the  Bufinefs  in  fuch  Cafe  belonging  to  another  Department,  and,  of 
Courfe,  not  coming  properly  under  their  View. 

John  Fell,  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
John  Covenhoven, 
Alexander  Mac  Ewen. 

Mr.  Covenhoven  has  Leave  of  Abfence  till  Monday  next,  on  a  particular  Occafion. 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Wednesday,   September  n,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  repealing  an  Ordinance  of  the  Convention  of 
the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  of  the  t-wenty-frfl  of  Auguft  lafl,  &c.  being  read  and 
compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Holmes  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council  for  their 
Concurrence. 

Doctor  Samuel  Bard  having  produced  to  this  Houfe  Bonds,  with  fatisfa&ory 
Security,  for  the  Sum  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  agreed  to  be  lent  him  by   the 
Convention  of  this  State,  to  encourage  his  erecting  a  Salt-Works  in  the  State  : 
Refolved, 
That  the  Treafurers  appointed  by  the  late  Convention,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
to  the  faid  Samuel  Bard,  or  his  Order,  the  faid  Sum  of  Five  Hundred  Foundsy 
whofe  Receipt  (hall  be  a  fumcient  Voucher  for  the  Payment  thereof. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tallman  and  Mr.  Harris  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence in  this  Refolution. 

Mr.  Dick  reported,  that  Mr.  Holmes  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  to  them  en- 
trufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

Mr.  Tallman  reported,  that  Mr.  Harris  and  himfelf  delivered  the  MefTage  with 
them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Memorial  of  David  White,  prefented  to  the  Continental  Congrefs,  and 
referred  to  this  Houfe,  was  read  the  fecond  Time ;  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the 
Houfe  will  grant  the  Prayer  of  the  Memorialift  or  not  ?  It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Tallman,  Mr.  Coxe,  and  Mr.  Dick,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Support  of  Government. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,   P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl,  informing  the  Houfe  that  the 
Council  doth  concur  with  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  in  their  Refolution  of  this 
Morning  refpefting  the  Security  taken  of  Doftor  Samuel  Bard  for  the  Sum  of 
£.  500,  ordered  to  be  paid  him  out  of  the  publick  Money,  for  erecting  a  Salt- 
Works  in  this  State.  , 
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The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  <J  . . 

The  Houie  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Tburfday,    September  12,    1776. 

The  Houie  met. 

William  Parker  and  Richard  Hart/hornc  prefented  a  Petition  to  the  Houie,  which 
was  read,  praying  a  Clearance  for  a  final]  Sloop  or  VcfTel  called  the  Dolphin, 
whereof  Jonathan  Bawne  is  Mailer,  for  St,  Eujlatia  or  Coracoa,  in  the  Dutch 
Wejl- Indies ;  and  having  produced  a  Manifeft  or"  the  Cargo  to  be  Chipped  on  Board 
laid  Veffel, 
Rejblvcd, 

That  His  Excellency  William  Livingston,  Elq.  Governor   of  this  Stale,   be  em- 
powered to  clear  out  laid  Veflel,  or   any   others   that  lhall    be   permitted,  until  a 
proper  Cuftom-Houle  Officer  or  Oilicers  be  appointed  for  that  Purpole  ;   and   that 
he  be  entitled  to  receive  the  Tees  as  eltabli'.hed  by  Ad  or  Allemblv. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Manning  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  deGre  their   Con- 
currence in  this  Refblution. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Me  helm,  Mr.  Tollman,  and  Mr.  Dill;  or  any 
three  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council,  to  fettle  the 
Accounts  of  John  Smyth,  JoJ'eph  Smith,  Samuel  Tucker  and  John  Dennis,  Enquires, 
late  Treafurers  of  this  State,  and  make  Report  to  the  Houie  ;  and  that  Mr.  Dc; 
and  Mr.  New  bo  Id  do  acquaint  the  Council  thereof,  and  defire  they  will  appoint  a 
Committee  for  this  Purpole. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
A  Meffagc  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Smith,  as  follows  : 

Council-Chamber,  Sept.  12,   1776. 
]\/rR.  Dick  and    Mr.  Manning,  from  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  having  brought  to 
***■  this  Houfe  for  Concurrence,   a  Refolution  of  the  Houie  of  Affcmbly  or  this 
Day,   "  That  His  Excellency  William  Livingston,  Elq.  Governor  of  this  Stat, 
"  empowered  to  clear  out  a  Veffel  therein  mentioned,  or  any  others  that  (hall  be 
M  permitted,  until  a  proper  Cuftom-Houle  Officer  or  Officers  be  appointed  for  that 
"  Purpole  ;  and   that   he  be  entitled  to  receive  the  Pees  as   eftablilhcd  by  Act  of 
"  Allembly." 
Refolved, 
That  His  Excellency  William  Livings/on,  Elq.  Governor  of  this  State,    be  em- 
powered to  clear  out  any  Veflel  or  Veflels  which  lh.dl   be   permitted  to    fail   from 
this  State,    until   a   proper  Cultom-Houfe   Ollicer  or   Oilicers    be    appointed   for 
that  Purpole  ;  and  that  he  be  entitled  to  receive  the   lees  as  eflablilhed  by  Act  of 
Affembly. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Smith  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Allembly  therewith. 

Ordered, 
That   Mr.  Fell,   Mr.  Cooper,    and  Mr.  Elmer,    or  any    two  of  them,    be  I  Com- 
mittee to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe   of  Allembly   to   fettle  the  Accounts  of 
John  Smyth,   JoJ'eph  Smith,  Samuel  Pucker  and  John  Dennis,    late  Treasurers  of  this 
State,    and  make  Report  thereof  to  this  Houfe;   and  that  the  laid  Committees 

D  meet 
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meet  for  that  Purpofe  at  the  Houfe  of  Jacob  Hyer  in  Princeton,  on  Wednefday  at 
Three  o'clock,  P.  M 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Smith  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  therewith. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Mott,  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  regulating  and  eftablifhing  the  Fees  to  be  taken  by  civil  Offi- 
cers and  others  within  this  State. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  <&c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   September  13,    1776. 

'  The  Houfe  met. 

A  Refolve  of  the  Continental  Congrefs  was  read,  recommending  it  to  the  Le- 
giflatures  of   the  leveral  States  of  America,    to  caufe  Infpectors  to    be  appointed 
to  examine   and    determine  the   Quality   of  all  Gun-Powder  imported   into  and 
offered  for  Sale,    or  manufactured  within  their  Juriidiction  ; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Combs,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  that  Purpole. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pet  tit,  informing  the  Houfe 
that  His  Excellency  is  in  the  Council-Chamber,  and  defires  the  immediate  At- 
tendance of  the  Houfe  ;  whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Chair,  and  with  the 
Houfe  went  to  wait  upon  His  Excellency  ;  and,  being  returned,  Mr.  Speaker 
relumed  the  Chair,  and  reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  waited  on  His  Excellency, 
who  was  pleafed  to  make  a  Speech  to  the  Council  and  General  Affembly,  of 
which  Mr.  Speaker  faid  he  had,  to  prevent  Miftakes,  obtained  a  Copy  ;  which 
was  read,    and  is  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  General  Affembly, 

CONSIDERING  how  long  the  Hand^of  Oppreflion  had  been  ftretched  out 
againft  us  ;  while  the  moft  affiduous  Applications  for  Redrefs  were  either 
totally  difregarded  or  treated  with  Infult : — How  long  the  Syftem  of  Defpotifm 
concerted  for  our  Ruin  had  been  infidi  oufly  purfued,  and  was  at  Length  at- 
tempted to  be  enforced  by  the  Violence  of  War  ;  Reafon  and  Confcience  muft 
have  approved  the  Meafure  had  we  fooner  abjured  that  Allegiance,  from  which, 
not  only  by  the  Denial  of  Protection,  but  the  hoftile  Affaults  on  our  Perfons  and 
Properties,  we  were  clearly  abfolved.  It  may  however,  afford  fome  Confolation 
to  every  Man  duly  regardful  of  the  Convictions  of  his  own  Mind,  and  the  Ho- 
nour and  Reputation  of  his  Country  ;  that  America  deferred  this  important  Step, 
till  the  decilive  Alternative  of  abfolute  Submiffion,  or  utter  Deftruction,  announced 
by  a  numerous  Fleet  and  Army,  had  extinguifhed  all  Hope  of  obtaining  Juftice  ; 
and  the  whole  Continent,  fave  a  few  felf-interefted  Individuals,  were  unanimous 
in  the  Separation.  In  a  Word,  till  the  moft  fcrupulous  Confcience  could,  on  the 
matured:  Reflection,  find  itfelf  juftified  before  God  and  Man,  in  renouncing  thofe 
Tyrants  who,  after  having  ravaged  a  great  Part  of  Afia  ;  and  diflipated  in  Vena- 
lity and  Riot,  the  Treafures  extorted  from  its  innocent  Inhabitants  by  the  Hand 
of  Rapine  and  Blood  ;  finally  meant  to  prolong  their  Luxury  and  Corruption, 
by   appropriating   to  themfelves  the   hard-earned   Competence  of  the  American 

World. 

Thus 
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Thus  conftrained  to  aflcrr  our  own  Independence,  and  diflolve  all  political 
Connection  with  a  Nation  inlatiate  with  Plunder,  and  cleat  to  the  Voice  o(  ltca- 
ibn  of'  Jufticc  and  Humanity  ;  the  late  "  Reprclcntam  cs  of  the  Colon)  of  A 
"  jferfey  in  Congrels  atlembled,  did,  purfuant  to  the  Advice  of  the  Honourable 
"  the  Continental  Congrefs,  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  American  (Colonies,  a; 
"  upon  the  Form  ot  a  Conftitution  ;"  which  by  tacit  Acquiclceme  and  open 
Approbation,  hath  fince  received  the  AiTent  and  Concurrence  of  tli  :   lYople 

of  this  State,  to  whofe  Confideration  it  was,  for  that  Purpole,  lubmittcd.  Agree- 
ably to  this  Constitution,  you  Gentlemen,  have  been  cholcn  the  I.cgiflativc 
Council  and  Aflcmbly  of  this  State  ;  and  being  jointly  met,  have,  in  farther  Pur- 
fuance  of  it,  proceeded  to   the  Choice  of  a   Governor. 

Having  conferred  that  Honour  upon  one  who  feels  himfclf  very  unequal  to 
the  Talk  ;  but  at  the  fame  Time  upon  one,  who,  having  during  the  whole  Con- 
teit,  taken  an  active  Part  in  oppofing  the  meditated  Bondage,  now  difdains,  in  its 
moll  perilous  Period,  to  fhrink  from  a  Station,  which  nvitl  render  him  peculiarly 
obnoxious  to  the  common  Enemy  ;  he  can  with  great  Sincerity  allure  you,  that 
it  lhall  be  his  conltant  Endeavour,  faithfully  to  discharge  the   Trull  i  ::i  him. 

He  is  moreover,  confident,  that  how  greatly    loever   you   may   find    yourle! 
deceived  in  the  favourable  Opinion,   you  may  have  been    pleated   to  entertain  of 
his  Abilities  ;  he  will  never  give  you  any  Reaibn  to  call  in  (^uellion,  the  Rectitude 
of  his  Intentions. 

Gentlemen, 

In  the  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs,  it  is  abfolutely  neccflary  to  turn  our  firft 
Attention  to  the  Operations  of  War. 

The  Pay  of  our  Militia  lately  called  out  for  the  Defence  of  Nezu-1'ork,  (which 
has  acquired  fignal  Renown  by  the  Spirit  and  Alacrity  with  which  it  engaged  in 
the  common  Caule)  admits  of  no  Delay. 

That  of  half  our  Militia  now  on  Duty,  will  be  due  in  a  few  Da- 
Some  farther  Regulations  refpecting  the  better  ordering  the  Militia,  merit  your 
fpeedy  Attention. 

A  Law  for  regulating  the  impreffing  of  fuch  Articles  as  the  Exigencies  of  the 
Service  may  require,  is  of  great  Importance. 

No  Allowance  having  been  made  for  the  Provender  of  the  Eight  Ilorfe  when 
in  actual  Service,  and  it  being  impolTiblc  from  their  perpetual  Change  of  Station, 
and  being  frequently  employed  as  Exprellcs,  for  the  Commillarics  to  provide 
them,  it  is  realbnable  the  Men  lhould  be  allowed  an  Equivalent  tor  keeping  their 
Horfes  themfelves. 

The  fixing  the  Scat  of  Government  in   fome  convenient  and  plentiful  Part  of 

the  State,  calls  for  your  feafonablc  Deliberation. 

Such  other  Matters  as  may  occur  to  me  during  the  Seffion,  and  appear  more 
particularly  conducive  to  give  Vigour  to  the  executive  Branch  of  the  Cunilitution, 
I  lliall  take  the  Liberty  to  lay  before  you. 

To  enable  me,  Gentlemen,  the  more  fuccelsfully  to  execute  the  arduous  Of- 
fice, wherewith  your  unfought  and  unexpected  Predilection  hath  i  melted  me  ;  it 
affects  me  with  lingular  Plealurc,  to  find  both  Monies  compofed  ot'  the  molt  re- 
lpectable  Characters.  This  affords  a  happy  Prclage  of  your  Zealand  Unanimity, 
in  promoting  the  true  Emolument  of  that  State,  of  which  the  iiuorrupted  V 
of  a  free  People,  has  made  you  the  Guardians  and  Protectors.  As  it  i  -  our  indif- 
penfable  Duty,  may  it  be  our  invariable  Aim,   to  exhibit  to  our  Conftituents,    the 

brighteft 
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brighteft:  Examples  of  a  difinterefted  Love  for  the  common  Weal  ;  and  be  inflex- 
ible in  our  Refblution,  to  know  neither  Friend  nor  Favourite,  whenever  his  Soli- 
citations appear  incompatible  with  the  general  Good.  In  our  publick  Capacities, 
we  ought  to  rife  fuperior  to  all  private  Attachment  or  Refentment,  and  make  the 
intrinfic  Merit  of  every  Candidate  for  an  Office,  our  fole  Rule  for  his  Promo- 
tion. Let  us,  Gentlemen,  both  by  Precept  and  Practice,  encourage  a  Spirit  of 
Oeconomy,  Induftry  and  Patriotifm  ;  and  that  publick  Integrity  and  Righteouf- 
nefs  which  cannot  fail  to  exalt  a  Nation  :  Setting  our  Faces  at  the  fame  Time 
like  a  Flint,  againft  that  Diffolutenefs  of  Manners,  and  political  Corruption, 
which  will  ever  be  the  Reproach  of  any  People.  May  the  Foundation  of  our 
Infant  State  be  laid  in  Virtue  and  the  Fear  of  God  ;  and  the  Superftrudure  will 
rife  glorious,  and  endure  for  Ages.  Then  may  we  humbly  expect  the  Bleffing 
of  §  the  mojl  High,  tuho  divides  to  the  Nations  their  Inheritance,  and  separates 
the  Sons  of  Adam.  In  fine,  Gentlemen,  while  we  are  applauded  by  the  whole 
impartial  World,  for  demolifhing  the  old  Fabric,  rotten  and  ruinous  as  it  was  ; 
let  us  unitedly  ftrive  to  approve  ourfelves  Mafter-Builders,  by  giving  Beauty, 
Strength  and  Stability  to  the  neiv. 

WIL.    LIVINGSTON. 
Princeton,  September  II,   1776. 

Ordered, 
That  His  Excellency's  Speech  have  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.    Dey,  Mr.   Drake,  Mr.  Wetherby   and  Mr.  Board,  have  Leave  of  Abfcnce 
on  particular  Bufinefs. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   September  14,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

His  Excellency's  Speech  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ; 
Refolded, 

That  the  fame  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  ;  whereupon 
the  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  his 
Excellency's  Speech,  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  they  had 
gone  through  the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Refolutions, 
which  he  was  ready  to  report  whenever  the  Houfe  will  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame ; 
Ordered, 

That  the  faid  Report  be  made  immediately  ; 

Whereupon  the  Chairman  reported  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  as  follow  : 

1.  Refolved, 

That  an  Addrefs  be  fent  to  the  Governor  in  anfwer  to  his  Speech. 

2.  Refolved, 

That  the  Payment  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  be   immediately  attended  to, 
and  the  mod  fpeedy  Ways  and  Means  adopted  for  that  Purpofe. 

3.  Refolved, 

That  a  Law  for  the  better  regulating  the  Militia  be  taken  into  Confideration. 

4.  Refolved, 

That  the  imprefling  fuch  Articles  as  the  Exigencies  of  the  military  Service  may 
require,  be  taken  into  Confideration. 

§  Deut.  xxxii.  8.  £,  Refolved, 
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5.  Refolved, 
That  a  proper  Place  for  the  Seat  of  Government  be  taken  under  Confident] 
To  which  Resolutions  the  Houfe  agreed. 

Ordered) 
That  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr,   Tollman,   Mr.   Dick,  Mr.  1  id  Mr.  f  a 

Committee  to  prepare  the  Draught  ot'  an  Addrefs  to   His  ] 
to  his  Speech. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Sinnickfon,  informing  the  Houfe  that  the 
Bill,  entitled,   An   Act   repealing  an  Ordinance  of  tbt  ntion  of  tl 

of  New-Jerfey  o) 'the'  tiventy-jirjl  0/  Auguft  A;//,  for  recovering  and 
certain  Militia  Fines,  and  to  prevent  excejjvuc  Diftrejfes,  has  palled  the  Council. 
Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  Drake  have  Leave  of  Abfence  till  Tue/day  next. 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Monday,   September  16,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met,  and  adjourned  till  Three,  /'.  M, 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  10,    177^. 

/_pHAT  Mr.  Smith  do  carry   the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  for  the  &  be 

■*-    Government  of  New-Jerfey,  to  the  Houfe  of  Ailembly,  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence to  the  (aid  Bill. 

\\  Inch  Bill  was  read,   and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

dered, 
That  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Dick,  and  Mr.  Tollman,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  a   Com- 
mittee to  join  a  Committee   of  the  Council   to  fettle   the  Accounts   oi   this  State 
with  the  Continental  Congrefs. 
Ordered  alfo, 
That  Mr.  Clark,   Mr.  Mehelm,  and  Mr.  Woodhull,  or  any   two  of  them, 
Committee  to  join   a   Committee   of  the   Council,  to  little  the  Account.-  oi 
State  with  the  Provincial  Convention  of  Neiu-Xork. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Zabrijkie  ami  Mr.  Mott  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire  they  will 
appoint  Committees  for  both  Purpofes. 

Mr.  Mehelm,  from   the   Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  i 
Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  appoint  I  r  of  Gun-Powder  imported  into. 

for  Sale,   or  manufactured  ivit bin  the  State  of  New-Jerfey  ;  winch   v.  ad 

ordered  a  fecond  Heading. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Buck,  and  Mr.  Ncwbold,  be  a  Committee  to  infj 

the  Minutes  of  the  l.ill  Seflion  of  AlUmbly,   and    fee  what  Bufinefs  was  r 

and  alio  to  examine  what  Laws  arc  expired,   or   near  expiring,  and   make  1; 
to  the  Houfe. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Syrni 

Ordered,  hcil-Chamber,  Sept.  \ 

r^HAT  Mr.  Sinnickfon  and   Mr.  Elmer,  or  either  of  them,  be  a   Commiti 

A    join  with  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  to  fettle  ti. 
this  State  with  the  Continental  Congreis. 

1-  Oi 
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Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Fell  and  Mr.  Condiff,  or  either  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  to  fettle  the  Accounts   of  this  State  with 
the  Provincial  Convention  of  New-York. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Symvies  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  with  the  two  foregoing 

Orders. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,   September  17,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  Security  of  the  Government  of  New-Jerfey, 
was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  ordered  a  third  Reading. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Elizabeth-Town,  praying  a  fupply  of  Am- 
munition, was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Elizabeth-Town,  praying  a  Supply  of 
Ammunition,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  and  a  Letter  from  Brigadier-General 
WiUtamfon  refpecting  the  Pay  of  the  Militia,  and  the  Want  of  Ammunition,  being 
alfo  read, 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Mehehn,  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Tallman, 
Mr.  Mott-,  Mr.  Mickle,  and  Mr.  Zabrijkie,  or  any  fix  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to 
join  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  Conference  refpecting  the  Subject  Matter 
of  the  faid  Memorial  and  Letter  ;  and  that  Mr.  Eldridge  and  Mr.  Somers  do  ac- 
quaint the  Council  therewith,  and  defire  they  will  appoint  a  Committee  for  that 
Purpofe,  with  the  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Eldridge  reported,  that  Mr.  Somers  and  himfelf  delivered  the  MefTage  with 
them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condi  ft. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  17,  1776". 

'""pHAT  Mr.  Cooper,   Mr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Smith,   and  Mr.  Condicl,  or  any  three  of 
-*-    them,  be  a  Committee  to  meet  with  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  AfTem- 
bly in  a  free   Conference  on  the  Subject  Matter  of  the  Memorial  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elizabeth-Town,  and  the  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Williamfon  ; 
and  that  the  faid  Conference  be  held  in  the  Council-Chamber  immediately. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Condicl  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  therewith. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

W eclnejclay ,   September  18,    1776. 
The  Houfe  met, 
And  the  Speaker  being  indifpofed,  and  not  able  to  attend  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
Houfe,  the  Houfe  was  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The-  Houfe  met, 
And    the  Speaker  being  ftill   indifpofed,  the  Members  went  to  the  Speaker's 

Lodgings,  where  the  Houfe  met. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Cuxr,  from  the  Committee  appointed   to  confer  with  a  Committee  of 
Council  in  a  free  Conference  on  the  Subject  Matter  ol  th    Memorial  ol  the   - 
mittee  of  Elizabeth-Town,  and  a  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Wtlliamfon,  m 

the  following  Report,   which  was  read  : 

"XT OUR  Committee  appointed   to  meet  with  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a 
•■■     free  Conference  on  the  Subject  Matter  ol   a  Memorial  from  the  Comn 
Elizabeth-Town,  and  a  Letter  from  Brigadier-General   William/on,  r< 
Supply  of  Ammunition,   and  the  Pay  of  the  Militia  called  out   in  actual  J 

beg  Leave  to  report  : 

That  the  laid  Committees  having  met  in  Conference  according  to  Order,  and 
having  read  and  coniidered  the  laid  Memorial  and  fetter,  came  to  iundry  Refolu- 
tions,    which  are  as  follow  : 
1.  Re/blved, 

That  the  publick  Magazine  of  Ammunition  kept  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Militia  at 
or  near  Elizabeth-Town,  is  nearly  exhauffed,  and  that  it  is  neceflary  that  Provifion 
mould  be  immediately  made  for  replenishing  the  faid  M 
1.  Re/blved, 

That  it  is  proper  that   His  Excellency  be  requeued   to  procure  an  immediate 
Supply  of  one  Ton  of  Gun-Powder  for   the  Hie  of  the  Militia  ;  and   that  hi 
empowered  to  draw  from  the  Treafury  of  this  State  as  much  Money    as    may  be 
neceflary  for  the  Purchafe  and  Carriage  of  the  fame. 
3.  Re/blved, 

That  as  large  Bodies  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  have  been  called  out,   at   fun- 
dry  Times,  in    the   Continental    Service  ;   and    that  lor    Want  ol    .;  p 
havii  *  heen  ellablifhed   for  the  Pay   of  the  laid   Militia,  man)    h 
have  arifen,  and   are  daily  enereahng  ;  therefore  it  is  proper  that  His  I' 
the  Governor  be  requcfted  to  make  Application  to  the  Honourable  the  ( 
Congrcfs,  and  delire  that  they  will  be  plealed  to  direct  the  imme  liate  Pa) 
fuch  of  the   Militia   of  this  State   as    have  been  called  out  in   the  Service  of  the 
Continent;   and  to  eflablilh   fbme  Mode   for  the  regular  and   punctual    Payil 
of  fuch  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  as  fhall  hereafter  be  called  out  in  the  laid 
Service. 

By  Order  of  the  Commit 

CM  A.     CO  X  V.,   ('■.■mum. 

To  which  Report  the  Houfe  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Thurfday,   September  19,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 
A  Petition  was  prefentcd  from   Junius   Drake   and    John  Yoorhccs.  nen  at 

New-Brun/wick,  letting  forth  Iundry  Difadvantages   attending  their   I 
praying  that  the  Refolution  of  the  late  Convention  reducing  their  Fare  to  one 
Third,   may  be  repealed  ;   which  was  read,   and  ordered  a   fecond   R<  l 

A  Petition  was  prefenred  from  William  Parker  and  other-,  letting   forth,  that 
are  engaged  in  creeling  Works  for  the  manufacturing  of  Salt,  and   1 
the  Houfe  would  give  Encouragement  thereto  by  advancing  them  a   Sum 
ney  on  eafy  Terms,  in  fuch  Manner  as  heretofore  lias  been  clone  in  this  State; 
which  was  read,   and  ordered  a  leeond   Heading. 

A  Petition  was  prefentcd  from  divers  Inhabitant  in  the  County  of 

Monmouth,  praying,  for  llealons  therein  let  forth,   that  their  Militia  may   not   in 

future 
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future  be  called  out  on  Service,  &c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad  for  the  Security  of  the  Government  of  New-Jerfey  ; 
was  read  the  third  Time ;  on  the  Queflion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pal's. 

Ordered^ 
That  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr.  Cook  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  acquaint  them 
that  the   lame  has  palled  this  Houfe. 

Mr.  Manning,  one  of  the  Members,  informed  the  Houfe,  that,  from  certain 
Information  by  him  received,  the  Inhabitants  of  Aviboy  are  great  Sufferers  by 
their  Houfes  and  Fences  being  deftroyed  by  the  Troops  now  there,  owing,  in 
a  great  Meafure,  to  the  Want  of  a  proper  Perfon  or  Perfons  being  appointed  for 
purchaling  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  Fire-Wood. 
Refolded, 

That  the  Speaker  do  write  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  for  this  State  at  the  C  i- 
tinental  Congrefs,  defiring  they  will  endeavour  to  have  fome  fuitable  Perfon 
or  Perfons  appointed  in  Amboy  to  furnifh  the  Troops  with  Fire-Wood,  in  order 
that  the  Property  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Place  may  be  in  future  prelerved, 
and  the  Grievances  complained  of  remedied. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Acl  for  the  Support  of  Government  of  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  to 
commence  the  twcnty-feventh  Day  o/"Augufl  One'Yhoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seven- 
ty-fix, and  to  end  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  October  which  will  be  in  the  Tear  One 
Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  feventy -f even,  and  to  dif charge  the  publick  Debts  and 
contingent   Charges   thereof ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Woodhull,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  infpecl  the  Minutes  and  Laws, 
^t.  made  the  following  Report: 

Bufinefs  referred  from  the  laft  Seflion  of  Alfembly. 

1.  The  Petition  of  that  Part  of  Somerfet  lying  in  the  Borough  of  Elizabeth^ 
praying  to  be  annexed  to   Effex  County. 

2.  The  Petitions  for  and  againft  a  Bill  for  the  Manumiflion  of  Slaves. 

3.  The  Petition  from  Webley  Edwards,  Prifoner  for  Debt  in  Monmouth  Gaol. 

4.  The  Petition  from  fundry  Freeholders  in  Burlington  County,  praying  that 
young  Men  who  live  with  their  Parents  may  be  taxed. 

The  Committee  do  not  find  any  Laws  which  have  expired  fince  the  laft  Seflion 
of  Affembly,  or  that  will  expire  till  the  End  of  the  next  Seflion,  except  the  Acl 
for  Support  of  Government,    which  expires  on   the  firft  Day   of  Oclober   1776. 

Mr.  Mehelm  has  Leave  of  Abfence  on  an  extraordinary  Occafion. 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  <&c. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Captain  Jofcph  Badcock  and  John  Ker,  fetting 
forth,  that  the  Company  of  Militia  they  belong  to,  have  raifed,  at  an  extraordinary 
Expence,  their  Complement  of  Men  towards  the  three  Thoufand  three  Hundred 
in  the  five  Months  Service,  though  other  Companies  have  not  raifed  any,  and 
praying  that  their  Company  may  not  be  called  out  on  Service,  &c.  which 
was  read,   and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  from  Captain  Jofcph  Badcock  was  prefented,  praying  an  Allowance 

for  taking  Care  of  a  fick  Man  in  his  Company  while  at  New-York,  &c.  which 

was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MefTage 
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A  Meflagefrom  the  Council  by  Mr.   / 
Ordered,  <   mcil-Cbamh  r,  >' 

^p  II  AT  Mr.  Fell  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  render  i 
■*■    Credit  a  leg%l  Tender  within  this  State,  and  to  prevent  the  cou 
fame,  and  other  Bills  of  CreJit,  to   the  I  loud*  of  Aflcmbly  for  their   Co 
Which  Bill  was  read,   and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houle  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,    September  20 ,    1776. 

The  Houle  met. 
The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  render  certain  Hills  of  Credit  a  legal  'I\  >.  .' 
this  State,  and  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  the  fame,        .was  read  the 
Tin    ,  a  nil  ordered  a  third  Reading. 

The  Houle  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houle  met. 
And  the  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  cl 

The  Bill,   entitled,  An  Act  to  /ruder  certain  Bills  of  Credit  a  legal 
this  State,  and  to  prevent  the   counterfeiting  the  fame,    and  other  Bills  oj  > 
was  read  the  third  Time  ;   on  the  CUieflion, 
lie/lived  linanimoujly, 

Thar  the  lame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 

TI  ti  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Cook  do  carry  the  (aid  Bill  to  the  Council   and  a 
quaint  them  that  the  iame  has  pa  fled  this  Houle. 

Mr.  Brown  reported,  that  Mr.  Cook  and  himfelf  had  delivered  the  laid  Bill  to 
President  in  Council. 

On  Motion, 
Re/blved, 

That  the  Speaker  and  any  two  Members  be  a   diffident  Number  to  meet  a 
adjourn  the  Houle  from  Day  to  Day  ;  and  alfo   that   the  Speaker   have   Po   er  to 
convene  the  Houle  whenever  any  extraordinary  Occurrence  lhall  render  it   qc 
iary. 

The  Petition  of  William  Parker,  and  others,  fctting  forth,  that  they  are  en 
in   creeling  Salt-Works,    and    praying   the   Houie   would  encourage    it    by 
vancing  them  a  Sum  of  Money  on  eal'y  Terms,   civ.   was  read  the  fecond  Ti  . 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Molt  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  that  Purpofe. 

Mr.  Dick,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  Draught  of  an  A 
to  His  Excellency,  brought  in  a  Draught,   which  .  I,  ;u\d  order.  nd 

Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Ninco'Clock. 

Saturday,   September  21,    1 776. 

The  Houfe  met. 
The  Draught  of  an  Addrefa  to  His  Excellency  was  read   the  fecond  Time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe;  whereupon  the  Houle  1 

F  If 
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itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon  the  faid  Addrefs  ;  and,  after 
ibme  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Ad- 
drefs to  His  Excellency,  and  had  made  feveral  Amendments  thereto,  which  he 
was  ready  to  report  whenever  the  Houfe  would  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame  ; 
Ordered^ 
That  the  Report  be  made  immediately  ; 

Whereupon  Mr.  Combs  reported  the  Addrefs  with   feveral  Amendments,  which 
being  read, 
Ordered^ 
That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Elmer. 
Ordered  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  21,   1776. 

THAT  Mr.  Elmer  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  A€tfor  the  more  eafy  procur- 
ing of  Provender  for  the  Horfes  employed  in  the  publick  Service,  to  the  Houie  of 
Aflembly,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  in  the  faid  Bill. 
Which  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  Payment  of  Incidental  Charges. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Ten  o'Clock. 

Monday,   September  23,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met, 
And,  there  not  being  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  to  Bufinefs, 
adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met, 

And,  there  not  being  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  on  Bufinefs, 
adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Ten  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,   September  24,    1776. 
The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Chriflian  Kroivs,  a  Prifoner  for  Debt  confined  in 
the  Gaol  of  the  County  of  Salem,  praying  Relief,  <&c.  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered a  fecond  Reading. 

The  like  Petition  was  prefented  from  Thomas  Pitman,  a  Debtor  confined  in 
Burlington  Gaol ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  more  eafy  procuring  of  Provender  for  the  Horfes 
employed  in  the  publick  Service  \  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  ordered  a  third 

Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,    in  the  following 

Words  : 

Gentlemen, 

YOU  will  fee  by  the  Papers  herewith  laid  before  you,  how  greatly  inadequate 
are  all  the  Regulations  refpecting  the  Militia  of  this  State,  now  in  Force,  to 
anfwer  the  good  Purpofes  thereby  intended.    The  growing  Evil,  of  which  the 

Inftance 
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Inftancc  mentioned   in  Lieutenant-Colonel  Van  VorJTs  Anfwcr  to  Brigadier-General  ' 
IViUuimforis  Orders  is  the  ftrongeft  and  molt  melancholy  Exemplification   I  bare 
hitherto  met  with,  demands  your  molt  ferious  Attention.      I  am  therefore  confi- 
dent that  your  Zeal  for  the  Defence  of  the  State  will  induce  you  fo  to    frame  the 
Militia   Bill,   now    before  the  Legillature,  as  to  prevent,  in  future,   the  dangerous 
Confequences  that  may  refult  from  a  iimilar  Conduct   in  the  Reft  of  our  Ba 
lions,  who,  to  their  great  Honour,  have  hitherto  regulated  their  Actions  1 
by  their  Love  for  their  Country,  than  the  Imperfection  of  it's  Laws. 

Sept.  24,  177 6,  WIL.  L 1 V I N  G  S  T ON. 

Which   Meifige  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond   Reading. 

The  Petition  from  Jofepb  Badcock  and  John  Kcrt  was  read  the  fecond  'lime, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Grievances. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,   P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Petition  from  Jojeph  Badcock  was  read    the  fecond   Time,  and  referred   to 
the  Committee  of  Grievances. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 
V  ednefday,   September   25,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Aci  for  the  Support  of  Government,  Sec.  was  read  the  fe- 
cond Time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  ;  whereupon  the 
Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  faid  Bill  ;  and, 
after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combt% 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  made  fbme  1 
grefs  in  the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which 
the  Houfe  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three3  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  w.  ole 
Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  Support  of  Government  ;    and,  after  lome  i  im     pent  t'.. 
in,   Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,   and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman   of  the  Committi   , 
reported,  that  they  had  made  fome  further  Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to  them  re- 
ferred, and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;   to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'clock. 

Tburfday,    September  26,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 
A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen, 

THE  Neceflity  of  fpcedily  regulating  the  Price  of  Oats,  II  iv  and  otfc 
vender  for  Horles,  to  facilitate  the  forming  a  Magazine  lor  the  C  iti- 
ncntal  Troops,  will,  I  hope,  apologize  for  my  recommending  to  vou  to  g>ve  II 
poilible  Difpatch  to  the  Bill  for  that  Purpofe  now  under  your  Consideration  ;  ai  I 
to  lay  before  you  the  Letter  herewith  transmitted  as  farther  evinci\e  of  the  Need- 
fity  of  adopting  that  Mcafure. 

Prineeton,  Sept.  26,    1776.  Wl  L.  L  I V  I  N  G  S 1'  ON. 

Which 
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Which  MefTage,  with  the  Letter  from  Clement  Biddle,  Efq.  Deputy-Quarter-Maf- 
ter-General,  therein  referred  to,  were  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Han- 
cock, Efq.  Prefident  of  the  Continental  Congrefs,  to  the  AfTembly,  with  a  Num- 
ber of  Refolutions  of  Congrefs  ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  more  eafy  procuring  Provender  for  the  Horfes 
employed  in  the  publick  Service;  was  read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Moores,  Mr. 
Boiven  and  Mr.  Combs. 

Mr.  Harris,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a 
Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  better  enabling  the  Judges,  &c.  to  tax  Bills  of  CoJlt 
&c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Richard 
Stockton,  Efq.  a  Member  of  the  Continental  Congrefs,  in  anfwer  to  a  Letter  from 
the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe,  refpecling  the  providing  Fire- Wood  for  the  Troops 
at  Perth-Amboy  and  elfewhere  in  this  State,  with  the  Refolution  of  Congrefs 
thereon,    which  was  read. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Speaker  being  neceffarily  abfent,  the  Houfe  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  a 
Speaker  pro  Tempore,  whereupon  Theunis  Dey,  Efq.  was  chofen  to  officiate  till 
the  Speaker  can  attend. 

A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen, 

IH  E  R  E  B  Y  tranfmit  the  Memorial  of  Captain  Neil  of  the  Artillery,  accom- 
panied with  a  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Williamfon,  fhewing  the  Ne- 
cellity  of  augmenting  the  Number  of  his  Men,  or  reducing  that  of  his  Guns  ; 
which  I  beg  Leave  to  recommend  to  your  Confideration  as  fpeedily  as  the  more 
important  Bunnefs  of  the  Seffion  will  admit. 

Sept.  26,  1776.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  MefTage,  with  the  Memorial  and  Letter  therein  mentioned,  were  read, 
and  ordered  a  iecond  Reading. 

The  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Efq.  with  the  Refolutions  of 
Congrefs  respecting  the  railing  four  Battalions  of  Troops,  &c.  were  read  a  fecond 
Time; 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Boiven,  Mr.  Eldridge,  Mr.  Zabrijkie,  Mr.  Cookt 
Mr.  Garritfe,  Mr.  Moores,  and  Mr.  Peterfon,  or  any  five  of  them,  be  a  Committee 
to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  Conference  refpecling  the  Subject  Matter 
of  the  faid  Letter  and  Refolves ;  and  that  Mr.  Woodhull  and  Mr.  Ncwbold  do  wait 
on  the  Council  arid  acquaint  them  therewith,  and  defire  they  will  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee,   with  the  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Woodhull  reported,  that  Mr.  Neivbold  and  himfelf  delivered  the  MefTage 
with  them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Bill,   entitled,  An  Act  for  the  better  enabling   the  Judges  and  Jufices  of  the 
State  of  New-Jerfey,  to  a/certain  and  Tax  Bills  of  Cofl,  8cc.   was   read  a  fecond 
Time;  on  the  QuefHon. 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

Mr.  Combs ,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 

entitled, 
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entitled,  An  Act  to  encourage  William  Parker  and  others,  to  creel  Salt-Works  in  the 
State  of  New-Jerfey  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  (econd  Readi: 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  IVetherby  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  fettle  the  Trcafurcrs 
Accounts. 

A  Melfage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  26,   17 

THAT  Mr.  Conditl,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Symmes,  and  Mr.  Sinnicljin,  or  any  three 
of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  join  with  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  All'cin- 
bly  in  a  Conference  on  the  Subject  Matter  of  a  Letter  received  from  the  Honour- 
able John  Hancock,  Efq.  respecting  the  railing  four  Battalions  of  Troops  in 
this  State  to  lerve  during  the  prelent  War  ;  and  that  the  laid  ( Committees  do  meet 
for  that  Purpoie  at  the  Houfe  of  William  Whitehead,  at  fix  o'clock  this  Evening. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Fell  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AlTembly  therewith. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'Clock. 

Friday,  September  27,  1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Coxe,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Council  on  the  Subject  Matter  of  a  Letter  received  from  the  Honourable  John 
Hancock,  Efq.  reflecting  the  railing  four  Battalions  of  Troops  to  fervc  (.luring  the 
War,  made  the  following  Report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  to  ii'it, 

"VTOUR  Committee  appointed  to  join  with  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  Con- 
*-  ference  on  the  Subject  Matter  of  a  Letter  received  from  the  Honourable 
John  Hancock,  Efq.  reflecting  the  railing  four  Battalions  of  Troops  to  ferve 
during  the  War,  beg  Leave  to  report,  That  the  faid  Committees  met  in  Confer- 
ence according  to  Order  ;  and,  having  deliberated  on  the  Matters  referred  to  their 
Confideration,  have  come  to  fundry   Refolutions,  as   follow  : 

1.  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Committees  that  it  is  proper  to  comply  with 
the  Requisition  of  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congrefs,  by  railing,  1^  fpee- 
dily  as  pollible,  four  Battalions  of  Troops  to  lerve  during  the  War,  and  to  be 
on  continental  Pay. 

2.  That,  in  order  thereto,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  the  three  Battalions  tlrfl 
railed  in  this  State,  and  now  in  the  Service  to  the  northward  ni  Albany  %  or  huh  Parts 
thereof  as  are  willing  to  engage  in  the  Service,   into  the  Elt.iblilhnient  ;  relei  \ 

to  the  Legillature  the  Power  of  re-appointing  the  Officers,  at  the  End  of  the 
respective  Terms  of  their  former  Enlistment,  as  the  two  Houles  (hall  think  pro- 
per on  a  due  Confideration  of  their  Merits,  and  having  due  Regard  to  their 
former  Rank. 

3.  That  as  to  the  fourth  Battalion,  and  the  Supplying  fuch  Deficiencies  a  .  m 
happen  in  the  three  Battalions  before-mentioned,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  a  Pre- 
ference, both  as  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  to  the  five  Battalions  now  under 
the  Command  of  General  Heard  ;  the  Officers  to  be  elected  out  of  Inch  of  them 
as  Ihall  apply,  or  lhall  otherwiie  lignify  a  Willingnefa  to  engage  in  ti.  rice  ; 
and  the  Soldiers  to  be  enlifted  by  the  Officers  lb  appointed,  I  >  as  not  to  interfere 
with  their  prelent  Enlistment  without  the  Content  of  the  Commander  in  Chi 

the  Army. 

4.  That  it  will  be  proper  to  lend  one  or  more  Commiluoncrs,  with  proper   ln- 

G  (tractions, 


—       — — — ■        '  i  r   j 
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ftructions,  to  inquire  into  the  State  of  the  Battalions  raifed  in  this  State,  and  now 
in  the  Service,  and  their  Difpofition  to  engage  further  in  the  Service  on  the  new 
Eftablifhment. 

Princeton,  Sept.  27,   1776. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Mott,  and  Mr.  Manning,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  oblige  the  Treafurer  to  give  Security  for  the  due  Execution   of  his  Office  ; 
and  to  prefcribe  the  Mode  in  which  the  fame  Security  fhall  be  taken. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  27,    1776. 

/"T~N  HAT  Mr.  Symmes  be  a  Commifuoner  to  join   with  fuch  Commifuoner  or 
-*■    Commiffioners  as  fhall  be  appointed  by  the  Houfe  of  Alfembly  to  inquire 
into  the  State  of  the  Battalions  raifed  in  this  State  now  in  Service,  and  their  Dif- 
pofition to  engage  further  in  the  Service  on  the  new  Eftablifhment. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Smith  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  therewith. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dey  and  Mr.  Cook,  or  either  of  them,  be  a  Commiffioner  or  Com- 
miffioners to  inquire  into  the  State  of  the  Battalions  raifed  in  this  State,  and  now 
in  the  Service,  and  their  Difpofition  to  engage  further  in  the  Service  on  the  new 
Eftabliihment. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Smith. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  27,   1776. 

/T"S  HAT  Mr.  Condift  be  a  Committee  to  join  with  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe 
-"-  of  Affembly  to  make  a  Draught  of  Inftruclions  to  the  Commiffioners  for  in- 
quiring into  the  State  of  the  Battalions  raifed  in  this  State  and  now  in  the  Ser- 
vice, and  their  Difpofition  to  engage  further  in  the  Service  on  the  new  Eftablifh- 
ment. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Smith  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  therewith,  and  defire  they 
will  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe. 

Which  Meffage  being  read,  ,  Ordered^ 

Dr.  JOHN  SMYTH,  his  Account  cur— 

To  Balance  of  Account  fettled  by  the  Committees,  Feb.  3,  1775,      £•  20550  :  13  :  11 
To  Cafh  received  for  Deficiencies  on  Support  of  Government  for 
the  Year  1774,  viz. 

Bergen,  -  -  £.  260  :     1:0 

Middle/ex,         -  -  •  307  :    4 

Monmouth         -  -  -  610  :    7  :  9 


a* 


. 1177  :  12  :  ni 

To  Balance  received  in  full  of  old  Arrears,  -  -  137  :  12  :    i\ 

To  Support  of  Government  received  for  the  Year  1775,  viz. 

Efex,  -  -  -         £.144:18:6$ 

Bergen,  ...  232  :  1 1  :  o 

Somerfet,  -  -  -  13:17:0 

391  :    6:6± 

To  Cafh  received  on  Bond  for  Deficiency  of  S.  Skinner,  2920  :    0:6 

£.  25177  :    6  :  ij 


William   Livingston,  Efquirc,  Governor, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Combs  be  a   Commitrcc  to  juin  the  Committee  of  the 
Council  to  make  a   Draught  of  the  laid  Inlli  uclions. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houlc  met. 

Mr.  Dick,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  oblige  the  Trea- 
surer to  give  Security,  &c.  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,   .///  Ad  to  obltgi   tk     / 
finer  of  the  State  of  New-Jerfey  to  give  Security  for  the  due  I         ...  m  of  bis  (> 
&c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  encourage  William  Parker  and  others,  t,  J  ://- 

Works,  ckc.  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Nt 
bold,  and  Mr.  Mantling, 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'Clock. 

Saturday,    September  28,    1776. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad/or  better  enabling  Judges  and  Juflices  of  the  State  of 
New-Jerfey,  to  a/certain  and  tax  Bills  of  Cofl  ;  and  for  making  Prov;.  Law  for 

the  Payment  of  the  Services  of  the  feveral  Officers  of  the  State  ;  ana 
the  faid  Officers  from  taking  exorbitant  Fees  ;  was  read  a  fecond  Time  ;   on   the 
Queftion, 

Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

Mr.  Dick,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council 
to  make  a  Draught  of  Inftructions   to   the  Commiihoners  for  inquiring  into  the 
State  of  the  Battalions,  &>c.  brought  in  a  Draught,  which  was  read,  and  ore 
a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council 
to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  John  Smyth,  Jofeph  Smith,  Samuel  Tucker  and  John  Dennis, 
Enquires,  late  Treafurers  of  this  State,  reported  they  had  fevered  Meetings  for  ad- 
juring and  fettling  faid  Accounts,  and  with  Leave  he  delivered  the  faid  Accouj  , 
which  were  reflectively  read,  and  are  as  follow,  viz. 


'•t 


rent  with  the  Province  of  Keiv-Jcrfey,  Cr. 

By  Bond  of  Stephen  Skinner  for  Deficiency,  -  £.  5334  :  12  :  10 

By  fundry  Vouchers  produced,  endorl'cd  and  allowed,  4374  :  15  :     6 

By  Balance  of  Sinking  fund,  -  -  -  7  -36 

1776>J"ly  '3-  By  Cafli  paid  Metfieurs  Mehclm  and^ 

Sergeant,  a  Committee  appointed  /  f 

by  the  Provincial  Congrefs,  as  by  C      4944  :  '9     J 

Receipt,  '  -' 

24.  By  ditto,  as  by  Receipt,  -  436  :  10  :  o 

30.  By  ditto  Elmer,  as  by  Receipt,         -  719:12:6 


Gici 


By  ditto  in  Treafury  Chert:  as  by  Mr.  Stevens's  Receipt  of 

July  1,    1776, 
By  Amount  of  private  Account,  -  -  :  1  1  :     1 


By  Balance  due,  -  -  .  .  :  1  - 


34369  :     8  :     3 


£.  25.77  :     6  :     1 
Princeton,  September  28,    1776.  John  Smyth.  rer. 

HAVING  examined  the  foregoing  Accounts  and  the  Vouchers  tliei  find   a  Ba- 

lance due  to  the  State  oi   A  .-,  of  Eight  Ik. 

teen  Shillings  and  Five-pence. 

Error.!  cxrehtr.l. — 
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Dr.  Province  of  Neiv-Jerfey, 

GENERAL       ACCOUNT. 
To  Balance  brought  from  Account  for  Support  of  Government,         £.  2799  :    9  '•  5i 
Balance  due  to  the  Province  carried  below,  -  -  6195  :  13  :  9 


£■  8995 


o    m   n  * 


£-  «  :  *3 


To  my  Salary  as  Treafurer,  from  June  1  to  September  15, 

at  £.  40  per  Annum, 

To  figning  £.  41556  :  15  :  o  of  the  Loan-Office  Money,  26  :  13  :    4 

To  exchanging  £.  435  :  18  :  10,  at  Six-pence  per  Pound,         -  10:17:11 


49  :    4  :    7 
Balance  due  to  the  Publick,  -  -  6146  :    9  :    2 


£.6195  :  13  :    9 


Dr.  SAMUEL    TUCKER,  Treafurer,  in  Ac— 


1776. 
Sept.  18.     To  Balance  in  my  Hands,  -  -  £.  7571  :  16  :  9 


WILLIAM     LIVINGSTON,    Efquirc,    Governor. 


*5 


to    JOSEPH     SMITH,  <jk. 

By  Balance  of  Account  of  Money  Jlruck  for  exchanging  ragged    (       r 

and  torn  Bills,  -  .  ^       £-6520:2 

By  Balance  of  Sinking  Fund  Account,  -  -  *47S  '•  '  "■ 


Balance  brought  from  above,  -  -  .  £.  6195  :  13  :    9 

Errors  excepted,  September  19,   177G- 

JosEPii  Smith. 
Princeton,  September  19,   1776. 

HAVING  examined  the  foregoing  Accounts  and  the  Vouchers  thereto,  do  find  a  Ba- 
lance due  from  Jofeph  Smith  to  the  State  of  New-Jtrfey  of  6'/.v  TboufandOtu  Hundred 
and  Forty-fix  Pounds  Nine  Shillings  and  Tivo-pencc. 

J 1 1 1 1  s    I'm, 
J  '         I 

count  with  the  State  of  Kcw-ferfey,  Cr. 

1776. 

Sept.  1 8.     By   Cafh  paid  John  Mchelm,  Efq.  £.  17  :  14:0 

Ditto  paid  Peter  Tollman,  Efq.  -                       1  :  16  :  o 

Ditto  paid  Thomas  Hendry,  Bounty,  -                        7:8:0 


iG  :  1 S  :  o 
Balance,  ...  7544  :  '8  J  9 


£.7571  :  10  :  9 


Errors  excepted, 

iSth  September,  1776. 

Samuel  Ticker,  Treafurer. 
Princeton,  September  18,   1776. 

HAVING  examined  the  foregoing  Accounts  and  Vouchers  thereto,  do  find  a  Balance 
of  Seven  Thoufand  Five  Hundred  and  Forty-four  Pounds   Eighteen   Shillings  and  Ifl  ..- 
pence,  due  from  Samuel  Tucker  to  the  State  of  Nezv-Jerfey. 

Job  m  r  1  l, 

John   Combs. 

N.  B.  There  yet  remains  in  the  Hands  of  John  Hart  and  Samuel  How,  F.fquires,  two 
of  the  Signers,  or  one  of  them,  £.  1  15  :  14  :  6,  to  make  up  the  Wollcrn  Share  ol  the 
£.  50,000  :  5,  being  £.  25,000  :  2  :  6. 

II  Dr. 
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Dr.  JOHN  DENNIS,  Treafurer,  in  Ac- 


1776. 
Sept.  18.     To  Sundries  from  the  other  Side,  -  -  /'.  5455  :  8  : 


Refolded, 
That  John  Smyth,  Efq.  one  of  the  late  Treafurers  of  this  State,  do  pay  the 
Sum  of  Eight  Hundred  and  Seven  Pounds  Seventeen  Shillings  and  Five-pence,  be- 
longing to  this  State,  and  now  in  his  Hands,  into  the  Hands  of  the  Honourable 
Richard  Smith,  Efq.  the  prefent  Treafurer  ;  and  that  the  faid  Treafurer  do  give 
the  faid  John  Smyth,  Efq.  a  Receipt  for  the  fame  ;  and  the  faid  Richard  Smith  be 
accountable  to  the  Legiflature  of  this  State  for  the  faid  Sum. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

Council-Chamber,  Sept.  28,   1776. 

IT  appearing  to  the  Houfe  that  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congrefs  have 
appointed  a  Committee,  confiding  of  one  Delegate  from  each  State,  to  employ 
proper  Perfons  to  purchafe,  in  their  refpective  States,  a  fufEcient  Number  of 
Blankets  and  Woollens  fit  for  Soldiers  Cloaths  ;  and  that  they  take  the  moil  ef- 
fectual and  fpeedy  Methods  for  getting  fuch  Woollens  made  up  and  diftributed 
among  the  regular  Continental  Army,  in  fuch  Proportion  as  will  befr.  promote 
the  publick  Service  ;  and  that  they  alfo  purchafe  all  other  neceffary  Cloathing  for 
the  Soldiers  in  fuch  Proportions  as  they  judge,  upon  the  beft  Information,  will 
be  wanted ;  and  that  faid  Committee  be  authorifed  to  draw  on  the  Prefident  of 
the  Congrefs  for  the  Sums  neceflary  to  execute  this  Bufinefs,  they  to  be  account- 
able for  the  Amount  of  their  Draughts  and  Difburfements  :  And  it  alfo  appear- 
ing to  the  Houfe  that  the  faid  Committee  of  Congrefs  met  on  the  26th  Inftant, 
and  agreed  that  the  Refolution  fhould  be  laid  before  the  Affembly  or  Convention 
of  each  State,  and  that  they  be  recommended  to  appoint  the  proper  Perfons  and 
fix  the  Places  where  the  feveral  Articles  purchafed  fhall  be  lent,  that  they  may 
from  thence  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Army  in  their  proper  Proportions. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Sinnickfon,  Mr.  Elmer,  and  Mr.  Smith,  be  a  Committee  to  meet  with 
a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  in  a  Conference  on  the  Matters  recom- 
mended to  them  by  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congrefs. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Scudder  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  therewith,  and  defire 
them  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe,  to  meet  at  the  Houfe  of  William 
Whitehead,  at  fix  o'Clock  this  Evening. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Zabrijkie,  Mr.  Bo-wen,  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Wc- 
therby,  be  a  Committee  to  meet  with  the  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  Confer- 
ence on  the  Refolve  of  Congrefs  refpecting  the  providing  Cloathing,  &c.  in  this 
State,  for  the  Continental  Army. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M.  The 
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count  with  the  State  of  Neiv-jfafey,  CR> 

\ 

I776'  T,  L 

Sept.  1 8.  By  the  Amount  of  Monies  difburlccl,  as  appeared  by  I'undry 

Vouchers  examined  and  approved,  -  .  f. 

By  Balance  due  from  John  Dennis  to  the  State  of  Ntw-Jerfey,  tyoi  :  o  :  7 


p  ■     ,       c    ,     /       o  £'  5455  : 8 : 9 

Princeton,  September  is,   1776. 

HAVING  examined  the  foregoing  Accounts  and  the  Vouchers  thereto,  do   find  .1 
lance  of  Two  Tboufand  Seven  Hundred  and  7  '■/      P  md  pence,  due  from 

John  Dennis,  Efq.  Trcal'urcr,  to  the  State  of  A  u  -j 

Jo         1     1. 1., 

John  Combs. 


The  Houfe  met, 
And  the  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,    September  30,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met, 
And,  there  not  being  a   fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  to  Dufin 
adjourned  till  Two,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Draught  of  Inftructions  to  the  Commiffioners  for  inquiring  into  the  State 
of  the  Battalions,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  to  which  the  Houle  agreed,  and 
are  as  follow  : 

"1I7HEREAS  the  Honourable  Congrefs  hath  refolvcd  that  eighty-eight  Batta- 
'*  lions  be  enlifted  as  foon  as  polhble  to  ferve  during  the  prelent  War,  and 
have  recommended  to  this  State  to  raile  four  Battalions,  being  their  Ouota  of 
laid  Troops  ;  the  Legiflature  of  this  State,  thinking  it  highly  proper  to  comply 
with  the  Requeft  of  Congrefs,  hath  come  to  the  following  Refolutions: 

1.  That  they  will  raife,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  four  Battalions  to  ferve  during 
the  prefent  War,  on  the  Terms  in  the  Refolve  of  Congrefs  (pecified. 

2.  That,  in  order  thereto,  it  will  be  proper  to  take  the  three  full  railed  Batta- 
lions in  this  State,  and  now  in  Service  to  the  northward  of  Albany,  into  the 
Eftabliihment,  or  Inch  Parts  thereof  as  are  willing  to  engage  in  the  Sen 
Serving  to  the  Legiflature  (he  Power  of  re-appointing  the  Officers,  as  the  two  H  >ulea 
ili-ill  think  proper  on  a  due  Confulcration  of  their  Merits,  and  having  R  rrd  to 
their  former  Rank,  at  the  End  of  the  respective  Times  of  their  former  Servi< 

3.  That  as  to  the  fourth  Battalion,  and  the  fupplying  inch  Deficiencies  as 
may  happen  in  the  three  Battalions  before  mentioned,  it  will  be  proper  to  give 
Preference  both  as  to  Officers  and  Soldiers  to  the  five  Battalions  now  under  the 
Command  of  General  Heard ;  the  Officers  to  be  elected  out  of  l'uch  of  them  as 
fhall  apply,  or  lhall  otherwife  Signify  their  Willingneis  to  engage  in  the  Servi 
and  the  Soldiers  to  be  enlifted  by  the  Officers  lb  appointed,  10  as  not  to  intei  I 
with  their  prelent  Enliftmcnt,  without  the  Conient  of  the  i  inlcr  in  Chief 
of  the  Army. 

4.  That  it  will  be  proper  to  lend  one  or  more  Commillioncrs  with  Inllrnelie  , 
to  inquire  into  the  State  of  the  Battalions  railed  in  this  State,  and  now  in  Ser- 
vice, and  their  Disposition  to  engage  farther  in  the  Service  on  the  new  LlUblilhment. 

In 
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In  Conformity  to  which  Refolves  you,  Gentlemen,  are  appointed  Commiffioners 
for  the  Purpofes  above-mentioned  :  You  are  therefore  to  repair  with  all  convenient 
Speed  to  the  Stations  of  the  aforefaid  Battalions  ;  and  proceed,  by  the  moft  prudent 
and  effectual  Means,  to  execute  the  Intent  of  your  Commiffion,  by  procuring 
Returns  of  the  Battalions  raifed  in  this  State,  with  the  Condition  of  their  Cloath- 
ing,  Arms  and  Accoutrements ;  and  inquiring  of  the  General  and  Field-OfEcers, 
under  whom  they  have  ferved,  the  refpedive  military  Abilities  and  Services  of 
the  Captains  and  Subalterns  who  may  fignify  their  Willingnefs  to  ferve  during 
the  prefent  War  ;  and  likewife  the  Number  of  able-bodied  non-commiiTioned 
Officers  and  Soldiers  willing  to  engage  in  the  Service  upon  the  Terms  held  out  by 
the  Honourable  Congrefs. 

We  need  not  fuggeft  to  you  the  Neceffity  of  ufing  the  greateft  Delicacy  in  be- 
coming acquainted  with  fuch  well  authenticated  Fads  and  Annecdotes  as  may 
throw  Light  on  the  military  Character  and  Abilities  of  fuch  Field  and  other 
Officers  as  may  expect  to  be  employed  in  the  Service  of  this  State  :  But  as  it  is  of 
the  laft  Conlequence  that  none  be  employed  in  fuch  important  Offices,  who  have 
not  manifefted  a  Zeal  for  the  common  Caufe,  and  a  Capacity  for,  and  Improve- 
ment in  military  Knowledge  in  Proportion  to  their  Opportunities  ;  you  will  not 
neglect  any  probable  Means  which  may  lead  to  the  neceffary  Difcovery. 

And  as  the  Nature  of  the  Service  requires  that  fuch  Officers,  whofe  prefent 
Engagements  are  nearly  expired,  mould  be  immediately  empowered  to  enlift 
Men  in  their  refpedive  Battalions  ;  you  may  therefore  affure  fuch  Captains  and 
Subalterns  in  the  three  firft  Battalions,  as  may  be  willing  to  engage  in  the  Ser- 
vice on  the  new  Eftablimment,  (if  on  the  belt  Information  you  think  they  merit 
the  Appointment)  that  on  making  Return  of  their  Companies,  when  filled,  they 
fhall  be  commiffioned. 

But  as  the  Circumftances  of  the  Battalions  are  various,  and  many  unknown 
to  the  Legillature,  it  is  impoffible  to  point  out  the  particular  Line  of  your  Con- 
dud  •  we  therefore  fubmit  to  your  Difcretion  the  taking  fuch  other.  Steps  as  by 
you  i'hall  be  deemed  expedient  for  accomplifhing  the  great  End  of  your  Jour- 
ney recommending  to  you  to  take  Notes  of  all  fuch  Incidents  and  Information, 
in  the  Execution  of  your  Commiffion,  as  you  ihall  think  proper  to  be  laid  before 
the  Legillature. 

By  Order  of  the  Committees, 

Princeton,  September  28,   1776.  Silas   Condict, 

Samuel  Dick. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Tuefday,   October  I,    1776. 
The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Dick,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  join  the  Committee  of  the  Council 
on  Ways  and  Means  to  provide  the  Army  with  Cloathing,  &c.  made  the  follow- 
ing Report,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 

YOUR  Committee,  appointed  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Council  on 
the  Refolve  of  Congrefs  refpeding  the  providing  Cloathing,  &c  in  this  State 
for  the  Continental  Army,  beg  Leave  to  report,  That  it  appears  to  the  Conferees 
that  it  will  be  proper  to  appoint  the  Reprefentatives  in  Council  and  Affembly  of 
this  State  Commiffioners  in  their  refpedive  Counties  for  the  Purpofes  mentioned 
in  the  Refolve  of  Congrefs  :  And  it  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Conferees  that  the 
Sum  of  Thirty  Tboufand  Dollars  is  neceffary  in  this  State  for  executing  the  Pur- 

pofe 
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pofe  of  faicl  Refolve  ;  and  that  the  Committee  mentioned  in  (aid  Refolve  he  re- 
queued, through  the  Honourable  Richard  Stockton,  Efq.  to  draw  on  the  Honour- 
able John   Hancock,   Efq.  for  laid  Sum. 

The  Conferees  recommend  further,  William  C.  Houfionznd  Jonathan  Baldwin 
proper  Peribns  to  be  employed  in  tranfarting  (aid  Bufinefs  at  Pbiladelpk 
Ordered^ 

That  Mr.  Buck  and  Mr.  Manning  do  inform  the  Council  that  this  Houfe  have 
nominated  William  Churchill  Houjlon  and  "Jonathan  Baldwin,  to  proceed  ;<>  Phila- 
delphia, and  receive  of  the  Honourable  the  Congrcfs  the  Sum  of  30,000  Dollars 
for  purchafing  Cloathing,  &c.  in  this  State,  whole  Expences  are  to  be  borne  bv 
this  State;  and  that  this  Houle  do  defire  the  Council  to  concur  in  the  laid 
mination. 

Mr.  Buck  reported,   that  Mr.  Manning  and  himfelf  delivered   the   Meflage   with 
them  entrulted  to  the  l'refuleut  in  Council. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Ccndicl. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  (Jcf.  1,  1776. 

'"pHAT  Mr.  Condicl  do  acquaint  the  Houfc  of  Aflembly  that  this  Houle  con- 
-*•     curs  in  the  Nomination  of  Mr.  Houfton  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  agreeable  to  their 
Meflage  of  this  Morning. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Smith, 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Oil.  I ,    I  ; 

'THAT  Mr.  Smith  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Art  to  confirm  and  eflablijh  the 
■*•  federal  Courts  of  Jujlice  •within  this  State,  to  the  Houle  of  Aflembly  lor  their 
Concurrence. 

Which  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itli.lt  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  Support  of  Government  ;  and,  after  Ionic  Time  (pent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported,  that  the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  Bill,  and  had  come  to 
ieveral  Refolutions,  which  he  was  ready  to  report  whenever  the  Houle  would  pleafe 
to  receive  the  fame  ; 
Ordered, 

That  the  Report  be  made  To-morrow  Morning. 

The  Houle  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act   to  confirm   and  ejlablijh  the  fever al  Courts  of  Jujlice 
•within  this  State  ;  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ; 
Ordered, 
That  the  lame  have  a  third   Reading. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  6'f. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

//  cdiitflay,    Oclobcr  2,     1 776. 
The  Houle  met. 
The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Art  to  confirm  and  cjlabhjh  the  fever  al  Courts  of  Ju,. 
Jytthm  this  State,  was  read  the  third  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion. 
Refohed,  ^ 

That  the  lame  do  pafs. 

I 
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Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Mac  Eiven  and  Mr.  Vandike  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council,  and 
acquaint   them  that  it  has  palTed  this  Houfe. 

Mr.  Mac  Eiven  reported,  that  Mr.  Vandike  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  to 
them  entrulted  to  the  Prelident  in  Council. 

Rejhlvcd, 

That  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  pay  out  of  the  publick  Money  to  the  Honour- 
able John  Cleves  Symmes,  and  Theunis  Dey,  Efquires,  Commiffioners  appointed  to 
go  to  the  northern  Army,  or  either  of  them,  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Pounds  to  defray 
their  Expences  ;  and  that  their  Receipt,  or  the  Receipt  of  either  of  them,  be  a 
fufficient  Diicharge  to  the  faid  Treafurer  ;  and  that  the  faid  'John  Cleves  Symmes 
and  Theunis  Dey  do  account  to  the  Legislature  for  the  Expenditure  of  the  fame. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Camp  and  Mr.  Hathorne  do  carry  the  faid  Refolution  to  the  Council, 
and  delire  their  Concurrence  therein. 

Mr.  Camp  reported,  that  Mr.  Hathorne  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meffage  to 
them  entrufted  to  the  Prelident  in  Council. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  A€t  for  the  InJpecTwn  of  Gun-Powder ,  was  read  the  fecond 
Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered^ 
That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Conditl. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Ocl.  2,   1776. 

THAT  Mr.  Conditl  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  that  this  Houfe  doth 
concur  with  them  in  the  Refolution  of  this  Morning  refpedling  the  Sum  of 
Sixty  Pounds  to  be  advanced  to  the  Honourable  John  Cleves  Symmes  and  Theunis 
Dey,  Efquires. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Mac  Eiven  and  Mr.  Garritfe,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  afcertain  the  Fees  to  be  taken  for  Commiflions  to  be  iffued  to  civil  and 
military  Officers,  &c. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Ocl.  2,  1776. 

THAT  Colonel  Symmes  do  carry  to  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  the  Bill,  entitled, 
An  A€tfor  ejlabliflnng  a  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Cuflom-Houfes  within  the  State 
of  New-Jerfey. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  eflablifloing  a  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Cuflom-Houfes 
within  the  State  of  New-Jerfey  ;  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Combs,  according  to  order,  reported  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Bill  for  Support  of  Government  as  follows  : 

1.  Refolded, 
That  in  and  by  the  faid  Bill,  when  paffed  into  a  Law,  there  be  paid  to  His  Ex- 
cellency William  Livingston,  Efq.  Governor  of  this  State,  at  the  Rate  of  £.  500 
per  Annum  ;  and,  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  Houfe  agrees  thereto  or  not  ?  ii 
paffed  in  the  Affirmative  as  follows  : 

Ye.' 
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Yeas. 
Mr.  Boar  J, 
Mr.  Camp, 
Mr.   Garritfe, 
Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.   Manning, 
Mr.  Cm>£, 
Mr.  Woodbull, 
Mr.  SA<#«-, 
Mr.  Peter/on, 

To  which  the  Houfe  agreed 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Gmt*, 
Mr.   fla^r, 
Mr.   Wet  her  by, 
Mr.  Bourn, 
Mr.  jfaoi, 
Mr.  Vandike, 
Mr.  Z)/V*, 
Mr.  Tall  mar.. 


Mr.  Zabrijl 
Mr.   3//.  /  .tr//, 
Mr.  Hairnet, 
Mr.    Afctf, 
Mr.  Hathorne, 

who  voted  fot  £.    : 


2.  To   Jo&a  Z)<r  /iferf,  Efq.   Chief-Juftice  of  this  State,  at  the  Rate  of  £.  200 
per  Annum;  and,  on  the   Question,  Whether  the  Houle  agrees  thereto 
carried  as  follows  : 


For  £.  200. 

For  £.  150. 

For  j£\  150. 

Mr.  Zabri/kie, 

Mr.  Tallman, 

Mr.  (>,a/fr, 

Mr.  Board, 

Mr.  5^/, 

Mr.  IVoodhull, 

Mr.  Garritfe, 

Mr.   I l\t herby, 

Mr.   Ma  / 

Mr.   Manning, 

Mr.  Bo-wen, 

Mr.    Vandike, 

Mr.  Shaffer, 

Mr.  flao*, 

Mr.   J/*//, 

Mr.  Peter/on, 

Mr.  Hathorne, 

Mr.  Holmes. 

Mr.  CoAif, 

Mr.  Camp, 

Mr.  D/V£. 

Mr.  Combs, 

Carried  for  £.  150  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

3.  To  Samuel  Tucker,  Efq.  fecond  Jufticc  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State, 
at  the  Rate  of  £.  100  per  Annum  ;  and,  on   the  Queftion,  it  pafled  as  follows  : 
For/*,  ioo.  For  £.  100.  Mr.   ZabriJMe,  voted  for  £.  1  c  3 


Mr.  Woodbull, 

Mr.  Vandike, 

Mr.  iV/o//, 

Mr.  Tallman, 

Mr.  if^/, 

Mr.  Wctberby, 

Mr.  Holmes. 


Mr.  ZJ/W-,  for 

Mr.  flw/t,  for 

Mr.  Ccvf,  for 

Mr.  .A/.;  ,  for 

Mr.  Bourn,  for 

Mr.  Hathorne,  lor 


150 

140 

'-5 
"5 


Mr.   Board, 
Mr.  Garritfe, 
Mr.   Manning, 
Mr.  S/wtffcr, 
Mr.  Peter/on, 
Mr.  Camp, 
Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.  Ccwt, 

Carried  for  £.  100  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

4.  To  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efq.  Third  Jufticc  of  the  Supreme  Court,  at  the  Rate 
of  £.  100  per  Annum  ;  and,  on  the  Queftion,   it  palled  as  follows  : 

For  £.  100.  For  £.  100.  Mr.  Dick,  voted  for/*.  150 

Mr.  Board,  Mr.   Mae  Ewen,  Mr.  Zabnjiie,        for         125 

Mr.  Ca;w/»,  Mr-  Vandike,  Mr.   CW,  for 

Mr.  Garritfe,  Mr.   Holmes,  Mr.   /?«<■/-,  fot 

Mr.  Co//;£j,  Mr.  ;1/o/r, 

Mr.  Mannings  Mr.  Tallman, 

Mr.  Coo/6,  Mr.  Ballet, 

Mr.  Woodbull,  Mr.  Wetberbj, 

Mr.  Shaffer,  Mr.   Bowen, 

Mr.  Peterfon,  Mr.  Hathorne. 

Carried  for  £.  100  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

5.  To  William  Pater fn,  Efq.   Attorney-General,  at  the  Rate  of  1'iventy  F 
per  Annum  ;  and,  on  the  Queftion,  it  pafled  as  follows  : 
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For  £.  20.                    For  £.  20.  For  £.  10.  For  nothing. 

Mr.  Zabrifkie,  Mr.  Shaffer,  Mr.  Garritfe.                Mr.  Peter/on, 

Mr.  Z?$W,  Mr.   Mac  Ewcn,  Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Gt/h^,  Mr.  femftie,  Mr-  Me«, 

Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  CW,  Mr.  Tollman, 

Mr.   Manning,  Mr.  VYcthcrby,  Mr.   D/V£, 

Mr.  Coo*,  Mr.  B«ff«,  Mr-  -&#/, 

Mr.  Woodbull,  Mr.   Hathorne.  Mr.  £«<:£. 

Carried  for  £.  20  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

6.  To  Richard  Smith,  Efq.  Treafurer,  at  the  Rate  of  £.  40  per  Annum  ;  and, 
on  the  Queftion,  the  Houfe  agreed  thereto,  except  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Mott, 
who  voted  for  no  Salary. 

7.  To  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuits  at  the  Rate  of  £.  20  per  Annum  ;  to  which  the 
Houfe  agreed. 

8.  To  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  the  Sum  of  Ten  Shi/tings  per  Diem ;  to  which  the 
Houfe  agreed. 

o.  To  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Council  the  Sum  of  Four  Shillings  per  Diem,  for  the 
Time  he  (hall  attend  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

10.  To  any  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  holding  Circuit  Courts  and 
Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  <&>c.  the  Sum  of  Ten  Pounds  for  each  Time  they 
fhall  attend  during  the  Continuance  of  this  Act ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

1 1 .  To  each  of  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  Time  they  fhall  attend  at  this 
or  any  Sitting  of  Affembly,  the  Sum  of  Eight  Shillings  per  Diem  ;  to  which  the 
Houfe  agreed. 

12.  To  each  of  the  Delegates  in  Congrefs,  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Shillings  per  Diem 
for  their  Attendance,  &c.  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

13.  To  Jonathan  Deare,  Efq.  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  or  any  other 
Clerk  for  his  Attendance,  the  Sum  of  Ten  Shillings  per  Diem  ;  and  alfo  the  Sum 
of  Four-pence  per  Sheet,  reckoning  ninety  Words  to  the  Sheet,  for  entering  the 
Minutes  fair  in  the  Journal,  and  copying  the  Laws  and  Minutes  for  the  Printer  ; 
to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

14.  To  Ifaac  Collins,  or  any  other  Printer,  for  printing  the  Laws  and  Minutes, 
fuch  Sum  as  John  Hart,  Robert  Friend  Price,  Peter  Tollman  and  Jqfeph  Holmes, 
Efq ui res,  or  any  two  of  them,  fhall  agree  to  be  paid  for  the  fame  ;  to  which  the 
Houfe  agreed. 

15.  To  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  for  the  Time  being,  who  fhall  attend  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  the  Sum  of  Three  Shillings  per  Diem  ;  and  to  the  Doorkeeper  of 
the  Houfe  who  fhall  attend  the  fame,  the  Sum  of  Four  Shillings  per  Diem  ;  to 
which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

16.  To  the  Speaker  and  every  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
for  the  Time  they  may  attend  at  any  Sitting  during  the  Continuance  of  faid  Act, 
the  Sum  of  Eight  Shillings  per  Diem  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Thurjday,   Oftober  3,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  h&for  ejlablijlnng  a  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Cujom-Houfes 

•within 
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zvithin  the  State  of  New-Jerley,  was   read  the  fecund   Time,  and  committed  to 

Mr.  Gjxe,  Mr.  Mott  and   Mr.   Combs. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  encourage  William  Parkier  and  others,  to  a 
Works  in  the  State  of  New-Jerley,   was  read  the  fecond  1  ime  ;  on  the  Quclkii 
Ordered^ 
That  the  fame  be  engrolTcd. 

The  Houle  having  gone  through  the   Hill  for  Support   of  Government,  the 
fame  was  read,   and  committed  to  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mi.    Tollman. 

The  Joint-Committee,  appointed  by  both  Houfes  to  prepare  a  Great  Seal,  beg 
Leave  to   report  : 

HplIAT  they  have  cbnfidered  the  Subject,  and  taken  the  Sentiments  of  feveral 
■*■    Gentlemen  thereon,  and  are  of  Opinion  that   Francii  ii  Efq.   il 

lie  immediately  engaged  to  employ  proper  Perfons  at  Philadelphia  to  prepare  a 
Silver  Seal,  which  is  to  be  round,  of  two  and  a  hair"  Inches  Diameter,  and  three- 
eights  of  an  Inch  thick;  and  that  the  Arms  (hall  be  three  1'  in  an  Efcutcheon, 
the  Supporters  Liberty  and  Ceres,  and  the  Creff.  a  Horfe's  Head  ;  theft  Words  to  In- 
engraved  in  large  Letters  round  the  Arms,  viz.  The  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of 
New-Jciiey. 

By  Order  of  the  Commit!, . 

Richard  Smith,  Chairman. 
The  above  Report  being  read, 

Rcfoh'cJ, 
That  the  Joint-Committee  afore/aid  do  engage  Francis  Hopkinfon,   Efq.  accord- 
ingly ;    and   that   he   be  authorized  to   draw  on   the  Treafurer  of  this  State  for 
the  Expense  or'  the  Great  Seal. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  JVooJ 'hull  and  Mr.    Tollman  do  acquaint   the  Council  therewith,  anil 
re  their  Concurrence.  ^ 

Mr.  Dick,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,   An  AA  for  better  regulating 

the  Militia  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houle  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houle  met. 

Mr.  Coxe,   from  the  Committee  on  publick  Accounts,  reported  the  Account  of 
Caleb  Camp,  Klcj.  with  this  State,   as  follows  : 

H    .  Mr.  CALEB    CAMP,   in    Account    current    with  the  State  i  )  Cr. 


1776.  To   Ca(h   received    from  }    ,. 

Jtbn  Demjt,  Efq.       £  .*•  *62  :  ° :  ° 
To  do.  received  from  do.  .0:0 


/'.  5.2:0 
Balance  due  to  Mr.  14:7 


/."•  57(>-7  ■  - 


By  the  Amount  Dfhu  .V  oOBt 
lor  Cannon,  Carriag<  -,  fire 
Anns,  Shot,  Lead,  intrench" 

ing  Tools,   &c.  6\.  /'.  --'■  :  7  : 


THE  Committee  appointed  to  fettle  publick  Accounts  having  examined  the  abovr 
count,  ami  the  Vouchers  relative  thereto,  do  allow   the  fame,  and  find  a  Balarto 
8      '•  Shilli  e   due  to  Mr.  C  ':/>. 

Oclobcr  3,  17;  Charles  < 

1  l  11.  Di<  k, 

>  .  K  R  1'.  \ . 

K  l'o  in 
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Four  feparate  Petitions  from  Edivard  Lewis,  Edward  Lewis,  jun.  John  Leake, 
and  William  Williamfon,  infolvent  Debtors  in  the  County  of  Somerfet,  praying 
Relief  ;  were  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Woodhull  reported,  that  Mr.  Tallman  and  himfelf  delivered  the  MefTage  with 
them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

A  MeiTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Sinnickfon. 

Council-Chamber,  061.  3,   1776. 

THE  MefTage  from  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  containing  a  Refolution  that  the 
Joint-Committee  do  engage  Francis   Hopkinfon,  Efq.  to  procure  a  Great  Seal, 
and  that  he  be  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  for  the  Expence 
thereof,  having  been  read  and  confidered, 
Refolved, 
That  this  Houfe  do  concur  in  the  faid  Refolution. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Sinnickfon  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  therewith. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  oblige  the  Treafurer  of  the  State  of  New- Jersey  to 
give  Security  for  the  due  Execution  of  his  Office,  <&c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ; 
on  the  Queflion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

The   EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  Infpeclion  of  Gun-Powder,   was 
read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queflion, 
Refolded, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,   An  Act  to  encourage  William  Parker  and  others  to 
ere6i  Salt-Works,  &c.  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queflion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Zabrijlie  and  Mr.  Garritfe  do  carry  the  faid  Bills  to  the  Council   for 
their  Concurrence. 

Mr.  Zabrifkie  reported  that  Mr.  Garritfe  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bills  to  them 
entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Aft:  for  better  regulating  the  Militia,  was  read  the  fecond 
Time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  ;  whereupon  the  Houfe 
accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  faid 
Bill;  and,  after  fbme  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  made 
fome  Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to 
which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   OSlober  4,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,   brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Act  to  af certain  the  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the  Governor  and  Secretary  on 
Commifftons  granted  to  Judges,  Jufices,  military  and  other  Officers  in  the  State  of 
New-Jerfey  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MefTage 
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A  Meffagc  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  ( 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Off.  a,   1776. 

np  HAT  Mr.  Ccndicl  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ac!  to  punijh  Traitor t  and 
■*■    difaffecled  Perfons,  to  the  Houfe  or"  Aflembly  for  their  Concurrent 

Which  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  again,  according  to  Order,  rclolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  after  fome  Time 
fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  reported,  that  they  had  made  fome  further  Progrefs  in  the  Matters 
to  them  referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;   to  which  the    I  lou  e  agreed. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  punijh  Traitors  and  difaffciled  Persons,  was  read 
the  iecond  Time,    and  ordered  a  third  Reading, 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  encourage  William  Parker  and  others  to  ereel  Salt- 
Works,  ckc.  being  returned  to  this  Houle  with  feveral  Amendments  made  thereto 
by  the  Council,  the  fimc,  with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places,  were  read  ;  on 
the  Queftion,  Whether  this  Houfe  agree  to  faid  Amendments  ?  It  palled  in  the 
Affirmative. 
Ordered, 
That  the  laid  Bill  and  Amendments  be  re-engrofTed. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  punijh  Traitors  and  di faffed  ed  Perfons,  was  read  the 
third  Time  ;  on  the  Queflion, 
RJolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Manning  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  ac- 
quaint them  that   the  fame  is  palled  by  this  Houle. 

Mr.  Dick  reported,  that  Mr.  Manning  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  with  them 
entrulted  to  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fclk 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Ocl.  4,    1776. 

npHAT  Mr.  Fell  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  that  the  Bill,  entitled, 

An  Act  for  the  Infpcction  of  Gun-Poxuder,  is  palled   by  the  Council  without 
any  Amendments. 

The  Houfe  again,  according  to  Order,  rcfolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houle  on  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  after  fome  Time 
fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  reported,  that  the  Committee  bad  made  lomc  further  Progrefs  in  the 
\ litters  to  them  referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again:  to  which  the  Houfe 
agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,    OSlobcr  5,    177^. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Coxe,    from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Bill,  entitled, 
Acl  for  ejlablfhing  Courts  of  Admiralty    and  Cujlom-Houfcs,    &c.    hating  repotted 

the 
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the  fame  with  one  Amendment,  the  faid  Bill,  with  the  Amendment  in  it's  Place, 
was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houle. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.   Manning   and   Mr.  Hat  home  do  carry  the  fame  to  the  Council  and 
defire  their  Concurrence  therein. 

The  Re-engrofled  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  encourage  William  Parker  and  others 
to  erect  Salt-Works,  &C.  being  read  and  compared  ; 
Ordered, 
That  the  Speaker  fign  the  fame. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.   Hathorne  do  carry  the  fame  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Manning  reported,  that  Mr.  Hathorne  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bills  with 
them  entrufted  to  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  in  the  following 

Words  : 

Gentlemen, 

A  S  the  Term  for  which  our  Militia  were  ordered  to  join  the  Flying  Camp  will 
^*  expire  next  Week;  and  while  the  Enemy  is  in  PoffelTion  of  St  at  en- IJl and,  there 
appears  to  be  the  fame  Necefftty  for  our  Troops  to  occupy  the  proper  Stations  for 
preventing  their  Incurfions  into  this  State,  which  there  was  when  they  were  firft 
called  out,  I  beg  Leave  to  recommend  this  Matter  to  your  ferious  Confederation. — 
Should  any  of  the  Militia  remain  at  Elizabeth-Town  Point  during  the  Winter,  it 
feems  to  be  abfolutely  necefTary  that  Barracks  mould  be  immediately  built  for 
that  Purpofe,  as  the  Seafon  is  fall  approaching  in  which  the  Men  cannot  be 
fcreened  from  the  Inclemency  of  the  Weather  by  Tents. 

Princeton,  October  5,   1776.  Wit.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  Meflage  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Cook  do  wait  on  His  Excellency  and  defire  to  know  when 
and  where  he  will   pleafe  to  be  waited  on  with  the  Addrefs  of  this  Houfe. 

Mr.  Coxe  reported,  that  Mr.  Cook  and  him£lf  had  waited  on  His  Excellency 
according  to  Order,  who  was  pleafed  to  fay  the  Houfe  fhould  hear  from  him  in 
a  few  Minutes. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  the  Secretary,  informing  the  Houfe  that 
His  Excellency  was  in  the  Council-Chamber  ready  to  receive  the  Addrefs  of  the 
Houfe  ;  whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Chair,  and  with  the  Houfe  went  to  wait 
on  His  Excellency  ;  and  being  returned,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and 
reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  waited  on  His  Excellency,  and  delivered  the  Addrefs 
in  the  following  Words  : 

To  His  Excellency  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON,  Efquire,  Governor,  Captain- 
General  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  and  Terri- 
tories thereunto  belonging,   Chancellor  and  Ordinary  in  the  fame  ; 

The  ADDRESS  of  the  ASSEMBLY  of  the  State  of  Neiv-Jerfey. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency,  y 

\ I7HILST  we  anticipate  the  Bleffings  of  a  Government  founded  on  Freedom, 

'"    having  for  its  fole  Object;  the  Happinefs  of  the  People,    it  affords  the  moft 

pleafing  Reflection  that  all  our  Meafures  for  attaining  that  great  End,  are  flrongly 

marked  with  Deliberation  and  Firmnefs,   and  will  bear  the  ftricteft  Scrutiny  of 

Realbn 
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Reafbft  and  Conference.     To  thofe  difpofed  to  trace  the  Ffand  ol   appi  | 

vea  in  our  Deliverance  from  the  galling  Yoke  of  Slavery,  the  anparallelled  Una- 
nimity of  the  American  States  in  refitting  the  Encroachment  i  of  Defpotifm,  and 
refufing  the  infiduous  Offers  of  precarious  Peace — the  Rejection  ol  our  Pctiti 

though  fraught  with  un  refuted  Reafoning  and  clear  Demonftration,  joined  to 
infatuated  Policy  or  our  Enemy,  and  the  Saccefs  of  our  Anns,  afford  the  moft 
unequivocal  Marks  of  Providential  Agency  ;  wiiilll  our  Willi  even  to  relin- 

quifh  ibme  of  our  indubitable  Rights  for  the  Sake  of  Peace — our  Patience  under 

repeated  Infults  and  Injuries — the  Declaration  of  our  Rights,  and  con  In- 

dependence, long  delayed — plainly  evince  to  the  ini|uicial  World  our  AverfiorJ 
to  fhedding  Human  Blood.     But,  compelled  by  the   infatiate  Plunderers  of  the 

Ealt  to  allcrt  our    Freedom,   we    have    hard    the    Bands    of  political  Slaw: 
aroie  into  a  Life  of  Liberty.     Thus  lituate,  we  cannot  evin  ■   fully  to  the 

World  the   Purity  of  our  Intentions,  and  our  Senle  oPthe  Value  or  our  Purcli 
than  by  placing,  in  the  moft  confpicuous  Point  ol  View,  thole  Gentlemen  who 
have  taken  an  early  and  decifive  Part  in  our  glorious  Struggle  for  Freedom. 

Our  Conviction  Of  the  Rectitude  of  your  Excellency's  Intentions  Hands  confefT- 
cd,  by  your  Appointment  to  the  Office  of  Chief  Magiftrate  of  this  free  Sr  ire.  But 
whillt  we  feel  our  own  Inadequacy  to  the  Bulinels  alligned  us  by  our  Country, 
we  mufl  acknowledge  with  your  Excellency,  that  your  Talk  is  arduous  ml 
and  entreat  you  to  look  up  with  us,  to  the  indulgent  Parent  or  the  Unirerfe, 
who,  when  the  End  propolcd  is  damped  with  his  Approbation,  can  make  the 
Abilities  keep   pace  with  the  Will. 

Convinced  with  your  Excellency  of  the  Neceility  of  a  well-regulated  Militia 
for  the  Defence  of  a  free  State,  and  of  their  being  duly  paid  for  their  Service,  our 
earlieft  Attention  lhall  be  given  to  that  molt  important  Bulinels  ;  and  permit  u>, 
Sir,  tj  a  dure  you,  that,  whillt  we  have  aught  to  bellow,  the  Voice  ol  murmur- 
ing for  Services  unpaid,  or  Merit  unrewarded,   lhall   not  be  heard  in   this  State. 

If,  in  fixing  the  Seat  of  Government  according  to  the  local  Circumllances  and 
Convenience  of  the  various  Parts  of  this  State,  we  mould  appoint  a  Place  agree- 
able to  your  Excellency,  it  will  double  our  Satisfaction.  The  Law  in  ntioned, 
and  fuch  other  lalutary  Regulations  as  may  occur  to  your  Excellency  during  this 
SelTion,  when  communicated  to  us,   (hall  meet  with  all  due  Attention. 

Your  obliging  Mention  of  the  Importance  of  the  Station  in  which  the  uncor- 
rupted  Voice  of  our  Conitituents  hath  placed  us,  demands  our  Acknowledgmei 
and  will,  we  hope,  fpirit  us  to  Inch  Exertions  in  our  Duty,  as  may  redound  to 
the  Benefit  of  the  State  :  And  we  allure  you,  with  Sincerity,  that,  laying  alidc 
all  private  Attachments  and  Rcientmcnt,  it  lhall  be  our  Study  to  cultivate  that 
Harmony  between  the  Branches  of  the  Lcgill  iture,  that  Spirit  of  Oeconomv, 
Indultry  and  Patriotiim,  fojultly  recommended,  and  lb  ellential  to  the  publick 
Welfare;  and  that  whillt  our  Heaven-directed  Generals  and  Soldiers,  with  an 
ardour  peculiar  to  Freemen,  brave  the  Dangers  of  well-fought  Fields,  againlt  the 
lawlefs  Sons  of  Rapine  and  Plunder,  ours  lhall  be  the  important  Talk,  in  Con- 
junction with  your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Council,  to  give  our 
Deliberations  and  ufeful  Reiolves,  the  molt  unambiguous  Marks  of  that  Spirit 
which  ought  to  animate  a  Senate  of  Freemen. 

We  hope  that  no  Situation  in  Life  can  make  us  lofe  Sight  of  that  evident  Truth, 
lb   loudly  proclaimed  in  the  hiltoric  Page,   that  dillblutenefs  of   Manner-  an  1   po- 
litical Corruption   are   inleparable  Companions   in  the  Deltrucfou  of  Kingdo 
whillt  the  concurring  Tcltimony  of  the   infpired  Penman  will  enforce  on  the  moft 
obdurate  Heart,  that  Rigbteoujnefs  exaltetb  a  .  but  that  Sht  is  a  Reproach  to 

any  People.  Determined  to  employ  the  Talents  given  in  procuring,  ami  tr ani- 
mating inviolate  to  Pofterity,   the  fair  Inheritance  of  civil  and  religious  I 

I.  though 
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though  bought  at  the   Price  of  Life,  we  will  look,  for  the  Permanency  and  Sta- 
bility of  our  new  Governmeut,  to   Him   who  bringeth  Princes   to.  nothing,  and 

teacheth  Senators  Wifdom. 
house  of  AssEMBtY.  By  Order  of  the  Houfe, 

°^""5'1776-  JOHN     HART,  %^r. 

To  which  His  Excellency  was  pleafed  to  make  the  following  Anfwer : 

Gentlemen, 

YOUR  kind  and  affectionate  Addrefs  deferves  my  cordial  Thanks  ;  and  I  feel 
myfelf  moft  agreeably  affected  with  your  obliging  Affurances   of  paying    all 
due  Attention  to  the  Laws  and  Regulations  recommended  to  your  Confideration. 

I  heartily  participate  with  you  in  the  Pleafure  of  tracing  that  confpicuous  Pro- 
vidential Agency  which  has  hitherto  fruftrated  the  fanguinary  Purpofes  of  our 
Enemies  ;  and  which,  that  it  is  not  more  generally  and  devoutedly  acknowledg- 
ed, is  greatly  to  be  deplored.  But  while  with  pious  Gratitude  we  furvey  the 
frequent  Interpofitions  of  Heaven  in  our  Behalf,  we  ought  to  remember,  that  as 
the  Difbelief  of  an  over-ruling  Providence  is  Atheifm  ;  fb  an  abfolute  Confidence 
of  having  our  Deliverance  wrought  out  by  the  immediate  Hand  of  God,  with- 
out our  own  Exertions,  is  the  moft  culpable  Prefumption.  Let  us  therefore  in- 
flexibly perfevere  in  exerting  our  moft  ftrenuous  Efforts,  in  an  humble  and  ra- 
tional Dependance  on  the  great  Governor  of  the  World  ;  we  have  the  faireft 
ProfpecT  of  furmounting  all  our  Difficulties  ;  and  of  feeing  our  mercilefs  Oppref- 
fors  involved   in  that  DeftrucTion  which  they  have  fo  long  been  meditating  for 

others. 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Elmer. 
Ordered  Council-Chamber,  Oct.  5,  1776. 

HAT  Mr.  Elmer  do  carry  the  Bill  re-engroffed,  with  the  Amendment  made 
by  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  entitled,  An  Act  for  efablifhing  a  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty, &c.  to  the  Houfe  of  Affembly. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill  for  Support  of  Government,  &c.  having  been  taken  into  Confidera- 
tion, and  feveral  Amendments  made  thereto  in  the  Houfe  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,   October  7,    1776. 
The  Houfe  met, 
And,  there  not  being  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  on  Bufinefs, 
adjourned  till  Two,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock, 
Efq.  Prefident  of  the  Continental  Congrefs,  and  a  Refolve  of  Congrefs  recom- 
mending that  proper  Perfons  be  appointed  to  examine  thofe  who  offer  to  ferve  as 
Surgeons  or  Surgeons  Matesin  the  Army  and  Navy,  &c.  and  requesting  that 
Meafures  be  taken  to  caufe,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  a  full  Reprefentation  of 
this  State  in  Congrefs  ;  which  Letter  and  Refolve  were  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading. 

The 
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The  Bill,  entitled,   An  Act  to  a/certain    the  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the  Go. 
ctary  on  Commijjions,  &c.  was.  read  the  fecund  Time  ;   un  icitiot), 

Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

The  Houle  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'CJocfc 

Tuefday,    Od  after  8,    1 776, 

The  Houle  met, 

And  the  Speaker  being  abfent,  adjourned  till  Two,  P.  M 

The  Houle  met. 

Mr.  Speaker  being  neceflarily  abfent,  the  Houfc  could  not  proceed  on  Bufincfs, 
or  adjourn  without  choofing  a  Speaker,  the  Houle  therefore  proceede  I  to  the 
Choice  of  a  Speaker  fro  Tempore,  during  tfie  Ablence  of  the  Speaker,  when  %bu 
Combs,  Efq.  was  chofen  for  that   Purpofe,  and  took  the  Chair. 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen^  . 

"LMxOM  the  many  Advantages  that  will  redound  to  the  Service  in  general,  as 
■*■  well  as  to  this  State  in  particular  (too  obvious  to  be  mentioned)  from  appoint- 
ing the  neceflary  Officers  for  railing  at  leaf!  two  of  the  four  Battalions  requefted 
of  this  State  by  the  Honourable  the  Congrefs,  before  the  Return  of  your  Com- 
miflioners  ;  I  beg  Leave  earneftly  to  recommend  to  you,  to  let  on  Foot  the  railing 
thole  Levies  without  any  Lofs  of  Time. 

Princeton,  Oil,  8,   1776.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  Meflage  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Engrofled  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad  to  oblige  the  Tre  i/'urcr  of  the  State  of  Ncu- 
Jerfey,  to  give  Security  for  the  due  Execution  oj  his. Office,  cvc.  was  read  and  com- 
pared ;  on  the  Queftion. 
Refolded, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  Engrofled  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  af certain  the   Fees   to  be  taken   by   the 
Governor  and  Secretary  on   Commijfions  to  civil  and  military  Officers,  Sec.  was  read 
and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Wetherby  and  Mr.  Holmes  do  carry  the  laid   Bills   to  the  Council  for 
their  Concurrence. 

The  Engrofled  Bill,  entitled,    An   Ac!  for  the   Support  of  Government,  ike.   was 
read  and  compared  ;   and,  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  lame  do    pals'    It   v 
carried  in  the  Negative. 

Mr.  Wetherby    reported,  that   Mr.    Holmes  and    himfelf  delivered    the   Bills   to 
them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Houfc  withdrew  to   attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  fro.   after   fome  Time    th 
returned,    and  the  Speaker  took  the  Chair. 

On  Motion, 
Refolved, 
That  Richard   Smith,   Efq.  Trcafurcr  of    this  State,    do   pay  to   each    of  the 
Members  of  the  Council  and  Aflcmbly  for  their  Attendance  at  this  Sitting  |  f  Ai- 

lemblj 
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fembly  at  Princeton^  Eight  Shillings  per  Day,  for  as  many  Days  as  the  Prefident 
or  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Council,  the  Speaker,  or  any  three  Members  of  the  Af- 
fembly,  mail  %n  a  Certificate  for,  certifying  the  Number  of  Days  fuch  Members 
have  attended  ;  and  alfo  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Council  and  AfTembly,  Ten  Shillings 
per  Day  for  their  Attendance  this  Sitting,  for  lb  many  Days  as  the  Prefident  of 
the  Council,  or  Speaker  of  the  AfTembly,  (hall  certify  fuch  Clerks  have  attended  ; 
and  alfo  to  the  Sergeant  at  Arms,  Three  Shillings  per  Day,  and  to  the  Doorkeepers 
of  the  Council  and  AfTembly  eacli  Four  Shillings  per  Day,  for  fb  many  Days  as  the 
Prefident  or  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Council,  or  Speaker  of  the  AfTembly,  do  certi- 
fy they  have  attended. 

Ami  Refolded  alfo, 
That  the  (aid  Richard  Smith  do  pay  the  Certificates  of  the  late  Members  of 
Convention  ;  and  alfo  that  he   pay  to  Meffieurs  William  Churchill  Houfton  and 
Jonathan  Baldwin,  Six  Pounds  for   thf  ir  Trouble   and   Expences  in  bringing  the 
Money  from  the  Continental  Congrefs  at  Philadelphia. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Boiven  do  wait  on  the  Council  with  this  Refolution,  and 
defire  their  Concurrence  therein. 

Mr.  Cook  reported,  that  Mr.  Bo-wen  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meflage  with 
them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to  meet  at  Burlington  on  Wednefday  the  thirteenth  of 
November  next. 

B  UR  L  INGTO  N,   Wednefday,  November  13,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  Adjournment, 
And,  there  not  being  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  on  Bufinefs, 
adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Thurfday,   November  14,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met, 
And,  for  Want  of  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members,  adjourned  till  Two,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met, 

And,  there  not  being  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members,  adjourned  till  To- 
morrow Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   November    15,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met, 
And,  there  not  being  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members,  adjourned  till  Three,  P.M. 

The  Houfe  met, 
And,  there  not  yet  being  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  on  Bufi- 
nefs, adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   November    16,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock, 
Efq.  with  fundry  Refolutions  of  the  Continental  Congrefs  therein  enclofed  ;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Joint-Meeting. 

The 
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The  Houfe  adjournc.l  till  Three,   J\  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  J)ey  and  Mr.  Covenhoven  be  a  Committee  to  join  a   Committee  of  the 
Council    to    provide  Ways  and  Means  to  lend  the  Shoes  and  St  ,   and  Inch 

other   Articles   as  are  in  Readinefs  to  he  lent,   to    the  northern     \  lD|e 

to  the   Requeft   in  a  Letter  from  the   Honourable   Richard  Stockton,  1 
the   Delegates  of    the   Continental   Congrels  ;    and     that    Mr.    Buck   do   acquaint 
the  Council  therewith,  and  defire  they  will  appoint  a  Committee   for  mat  Pur- 
pole,  with   the  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Buck  reported,  that  he  had  delivered  the  Meflage  with  him  cntrufted  to  the 
Prefident  in  Council. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Nov.  i6t   ij~6. 

npHAT  Mr.   Smith  be  a  Committee  to  join  the  Committee  of    the  Houfe  of 

A     Affembly  to  provide  Ways  and  Means  to  lend  the  Shoes  and  StOckin 
fuch  other  Articles   as  are   in  Readinefs  to  be  lent,  to  the  northern  Army  ;  that 
the  faid   Committees   meet  for   that  Purpole   at  the  Houfe  of  Jofepb  ■   at 

Nine  o'Clock  To-morrow  Morning  ;  and  that  Mr.  Fell  do  acquaint  the  Houfe   of 
Aflembly  therewith. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Monthly,    Nove tuber  18,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

On  Motion, 

Ordered,  1 

That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.   Coxe  and   Mr.   Tiillman,  be  a   Committee   to  briog  in  a 
Supplementary  Ad  to  the  Ad,  entitled,  An  Act  to  punijh  Traitors  and  difaffa, 
Perfons. 

Ordered, 
That  all    Perfons   having   any    publick  Accounts  unfettlcd  with  this  State,  1 
bring  in  the  fame  in  the  fecond   Week  of  the    next  Sitting  of  Aflembly,   in  order 
that  the  fame  may  be  fettled  ;   and  that  the  Members  do    publilh   this   Order  m 
their  refpeclivc  Counties. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Edivard  Hqputctt,  fctting  forth,  that  he  is  a  great 
Sufferer  by   having  a  Quantity  of  Hay  and  Corn  deitroyed  by  the  Troops    quar- 
tered in  Amboy,  and  praying  Relief,   6v.  which  was  read,   and  ordered  to  be  n 
a  fecond  Time. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Captain  Job  Shepherd,  of  Colonel  Charles  /i. .;./'.-. 
Battalion,  in  Burlington  County,  letting  forth,  that  his  Company  have  been  out 
in  Service  and  not  received  their  lull  Pay  and  Rations,  and  praying  Relief,  which 
was  read,  anil  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting  of  both  Houfcs. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three.  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 


±  ill.    liuun.    iiiv.1, 

A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pcttit. 

M 


Gentle' 


42   VOTES,  fifc  of  the  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  of  New-Jerfey. 

Gentlemen, 

THE  Council  having  refolved  that  the  feveral  Clerks  of  the  Counties  in  this 
State,  do  immediately  call  upon  and  tender  to  every  Judge  and  Juifcce  of 
the  Peace  in  their  refpecfive  Counties,  not  already  qualified,  the  Oaths  of  Abju- 
ration and  Allegiance,  and  Oath  of  Office,  and  make  Return  without  Delay  to 
the  Governor,  as  well  of  the  Names  of  thofe  who  will,  as  of  thofe  who  will  not 
qualify.  I  think  it  necdTary  to  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe  previoufly  to  make 
Provifion  for  paying  the  faid  Clerks  for  the  above  Service. 

Burlington,  Nov.  18,   1776.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  the  Joint-Meeting,  &c.  And 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tncfday,   November  19,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Petition  from  James   Drake  and   John  Voorhees,  Ferrymen  at  New-Brunf- 
nvick,  repfecling   the  Ferriage,    &c.  preferred  at  the  lafl  Sitting,  was  read  the 
fecond  Time  ;  and,  after  fome  Debate  thereon,  and  the  Queftion  being  put, 
Ordered, 

That  the  faid  Petition  do  lie  on  the  Table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  the  Bond  given  by  Richard  Smith,  Efquire, 
Treafurer  of  this  State,  with  Securities  in  the  Sum  of  £.  20,000  for  the  due  Exe- 
cution of  his  Office  ;  which  Bond  having  been  read  and  taken  into  Confideration 
by  this  Houfe,  the  Houfe  do  approve  of  the  faid  Bond  and  Securities  j 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Mott   and  Mr.  Botven  do  carry  the  faid  Bond  to  the  Council  for 
their  Concurrence. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Talbnan,  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Camp,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  appoint  proper  Perfons  to  examine  thofe  who  offer  to  ferve  as  Surgeons  or 
Surgeons  Mates  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  agreeable  to  the  Requeft  of  Congrefs. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Mott  reported,  that  Mr.  Boiven  and  himfelf  delivered  the  MefTage  with 
them  entrufted  to  Mr.  Scudder,  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Council,  the  Council 
not  fitting. 

Refolved, 
That  Levi  Murrel  be  Sergeant  at  Arms  to  this  Houfe  during  the  prefent  Sitting. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

IVednefday,   November  20,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor's  MefTage  of  Monday  laft,  was  read  the  fecond 
Time  ; 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Woodhull  and  Mr.  Manning,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare 
an  Anfwer  to  the  faid  Meflage. 

The 
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The  Iloule  adjourned  till  Three,   P.  \\. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Mebelm,  from  the  Committee  appointed    to  that  S  ,    brought  in  .1 

Draught  of  a  Meffage  to   His  Excellency,  in   an  I  1   his   Mcfl 

lalt  ;   which  was  read,  and  ordered    to  be  cngroflrd. 

The  Engrofied  Meflage  to  His  Excellency  was  read   and  compared,  and   is  as 
follows  : 

Ordered, 
'TpHAT  Mr.  Coxe  and  Vix.Wabcrby  do  wait  on   Hi.    !   .  ejlencj    and  inform 
■*■    him,  that  the  Houfe  have   taken   into  their  Consideration   Ji  ;cncv's 

e  of  the  1 8th  Initaiu  ;  and,  in  anfwer  thereto)  beg  Leave  to  obferve,  • 
if  thole  Perfons  appointed  by  Dedimus  P.otefiatem  have  neglected 
tice  required  by  a  Law  of  this  State  to   thole   appointed  Officers  in  the  k\ 
Counties,   they  are  no  Doubt  accountable  for   Inch   Negletl  j   and   that  the   I  Joule 
cannot  think  it  expedient  at  prclent,  to  make  Provifion  for  paying  the   Expence 
of  notifying  them,  especially  as  by  the  beft   Information   we  can   procure,  the 
principal  Objection  to  qualifying  with  many  is,  the   Payment  of  Fees   for  fuch 
Commithons  as  are  not  lucrative  ;   which  Grievance  can  be  rcdrcfTed  by   an 
of  the  Legislature  only. 

A  MelTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Paterfon. 
Ordered, 
/~pvH  AT  Mr.  Pater/en  do  carry  the  Hill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  obviate  Doubts  ivitb 
*■    Rcfpcft  to  the  Authority  of  CounfcUcrs,   to  the   Houle   of  Ailembly   lur  thek 
Concurrence; 

V  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o 'Clock. 

Thurjday,    November  21,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Tallman,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Act  to  appoint  proper    Perjbtu  to  examine  thofe  who  offer  to  fen 
Surgeons  or  Surgeons  Mates  in  the  Army,  ike.  agreeable  to  the  Requisition  of  Con* 
greis  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Two  MefTages  from  His  Excellency  by  the  Secretary  as  folio-. 

Gentlemen, 

[  HAVE  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  who  was   lately  appointed   one  of 
-*-  the    [uflices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  has  returned  me  his   Com* 
million  for  that  Office,  informing  me,  with  Exprellions  of  great  /.eal  and  Her 
for  this  State,  that  the  Honourable  the  Continental  (  have  been  pleafcd  to 

appoint  him  to  an  Office  which  will   occalion  his  Removal  from    Nin   'Jerfej, 

Burlington,  November  21,1776.  WIL.  LI VI tfG STON. 

Gentlemen, 
A  DJHTAN'I'  William  Bott,  an  Ofliccr  of  great  military  Skill  and  real  Merit,   LJ 
-**  at  prclent  without  any  Rank  or  Pay  :    I  mull  therefore  recommend   il    t  • 
to  give  him  the  Rank,   and    that   he  be   allowed  the  Pay    of,   Colonel,  which  the 
Adjutants  have  ufually  had.      As  an  Attack  upon   thi^  State  is  daily  d,  this 

Matter  requires  the  greater  Difpatch,  fince   without    1>  ink    be   would,   mould  he- 
have   the   Misfortune    to  fall    into   the  Enemy's    Hands,  be   Created  private 

Soldier. — 
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Soldier. Belldes  my  perlbnal  Knowledge  of  his  unwearied  Zeal  and  Activity   in 

the  Service,   I  herewith  fend  you   a  Letter  from  General  Williamfon,  in  Proof  of 
his  great   \3&  and  Importance  in  our  Militia. 

Burlington,  November  11,1776.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  MeJf.iges,  and  alfo  a  Letter  from  General  WiHiamfon,  fent  with  the  laft 
Melfage,  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint-Meeting. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Robert  Smith  of  Burlington,  fetting  forth,  that 
he  was  appointed  by  an  Act  of  the  late  Affembly  one  of  the  Signers  of  the 
£.  125,000,  emitted  by  faid  Acl:  to  be  let  out  on  Loan;  that  the  Commiffions 
allowed  to  the  Signers  is  inadequate  to  the  Service,  &c.  and  praying  ajuft 
Allowance  for  the  Services  performed ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading. 

The  Houfe  again,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  after  ibme  Time 
fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  made  fome  further  Progrefs  in  the 
Matters  to  them  referred,  and  delired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which  the  Houfe 
agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  after  fome  Time  ipent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported,  that  they  had  made  fome  further  Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to  them 
referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

A  Melfage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Nov.  11,   ij"j6. 

THAT  Mr.  Cooper  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  a/certain  the  Fees  to  be 
taken  by  the  Governor  and  Secretary  on  Cotnmi/fwns  to  civil  and  military  Officers 
in  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  with  the  Amendments  thereto  annexed,  to  the  Houfe 
of  Affembly,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  in  the  faid  Amendments. 

Which  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places,  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
fecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Townfhip  of  Loiver- 
Penns-Neck,  in  the  County  of  Salem,  praying  a  Law  to  empower  the  faid  Townlhip 
to  raife  a  Sum  of  Money  by  a  Tax,  &c.  to  rebuild  and  keep  in  Repair  the  Bridge 
over  Salem  Creek  at  Stony- //land ;  and  that  thofe  who  do  not  otherwiie  contribute  to 
faid  Bridge  may  be  fubjed  to  a  Toll,  &c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen, 
VHE  Refolution  of  Congrefs,  a  Copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  is  but  too 
well  founded  not  to  merit  the  moft  ferious  Attention.  Through  the  Creduli- 
ty and  Inattention  of  fome  of  thofe  who  have  hitherto  been  entrufted  to  grant 
PafTes  to  Travellers,  I  have  the  greateft  Reafon  to  believe  that  many  have  been  very 
improperly  and  imprudently  granted  :  I  therefore  recommend  it  to  your  Delibera- 
tion, in  Conjunction  with  the  Honourable  Council  of  this  State,  to  confer  the 
Authority  of  granting  fuch  PermifTions  on  fuch  Perfons  only  on  whofe  Prudence 

and 
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and  Circumfpection  you  can  rely,  and  to  take  the  molt  Ipccdy   and  effectual  Mea- 
ling to  Hop  all  Communication   between  this   State   and  the  Enemy's  Quart 
that  lhall  not  be  directed  by  proper  Authority. 

Burlington,  Nov.  21,   1776.  W  I  L.   LIVINGSTON- 

Which  Meflage,  with  the  Refblution  of  Congrcfs  fent  therewith,  were  read,  and 
ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   November  22,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  a/certain  the   Fees  to  be  taken  h  the  Governor  and 
Secretary  on  Commijjions,  &.c.  with  the  Amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Council, 
was  read  the  (econd  Time, 
Ordered^ 

That  the  fame  be  again  read  and  confidercd  in  the  Afternoon. 

A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Tcttit. 

Gentlemen, 

IEUTENANT-Colonel  Jecamiah  Smith  having  refigned  his  CommiiTion  as 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  firft  Regiment  ot  Foot  Militia  in  the  County  of 
EJfex,  whereof  Edward  Thomas,  Efq.  is  Colonel,  as  incompatible  with  the  Exe- 
cution of  his  Office  as  Sheriff  of  the  laid  County,  to  which  he  hath  lately  been 
appointed  ;  1  think  it  my  Duty  to  notify  to  you  his  (aid  Refignation  ;  that  you 
may,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Council,  (upply  the  Vacancy  by  the  Election  of 
another  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  the  laid  Regiment,  with  all  convenient  Speed. 

Burlington,  Nov.  22,    1776.  W  1  L.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  MefTage  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint-Meeting. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Samuel  Miller,  jun.  praying  an  Act  of  the  Legif- 
lature  to  encourage  him  in  erecting  a  Salt-Works  at  Squan  or  Tom's  River,  in  the 
County  of  Monmouth  ;   which  was  read,  and  Ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  wa6  prefented  from  Kenneth  Andcrfon,  Efq,  Clerk  of  the  Inferior 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  Monmouth,  letting  forth,  that  he  had 
applied  to  Jofeph  Leonard,  late  Clerk  of  (aid  Court,  for  the  Records  and  Papers 
belonging  to  the  Clerk's  Office,  which  faid  Leonard  had  refilled  to  deliver,  &c. 
and  praying  the  Houfe  would  make  fbme  Order  therein  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
Col.  Dey,  one  of  the  Commiflioncrs  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  Condition  of 
the  Troops  railed  in  this  State,  and  now   in  Service  in  the  northern  Ai mv,  nude 
the  following  Report,  which  was  received   by   the  Houfe,  and  is  ab  follows  : 
/T~V  H  E  Commiffioners  appointed  by  the  Honourable  Council    and  General   Al- 
"■*     fembly  of  the  State  of  Nciv-Jerfcy,  to  inquire  into  the  Condition   ot    the 
Jerfcy  Troops  to  the  northward  of  Albany,   and  the  Dilpolition  of  the  Ollicers  to 
engage  in  the  Continental  Service  during  the  War,    beg  Leave  to  report  : 

That  your  Commiffioners  having,  with  all  ppulble  Difpatch,  repaired  to  Tuon- 
deroga,  did  there,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  inquire  into  the  Condition  of  the 
Troops  of  thisjStatc. 

Your  Commiffioners   found   the  Soldiers   deftitute  of  many  Articles  of  Draft  J 

N  Suppliej 
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Supplies  of  every  Kind  they  want  ;  but  Shoes  and  Stockings  they  are  in  the  laft 
Neecflity  for,  many  having  neither  to  their  Feet. 

Your  Cummiluoners  believe,  that  the  Troops  are  well  provided  with  Provifions  ; 
and  they  have   Plenty  of  Arms. 

Relpecting  the  Diipofition  of  the  Officers  to  engage  in  the  Service,  your  Com- 
mVffioners  beg  Leave  to  fay,  That  it  is  with  the  greate'ft  Chqerfulnels  the  moft  of 
the  Officers  are  ready,  on  your  Appointment,  to  lei  ve  their  Country  during  the 
War  ;  a  very  tew  declines,  as  may  appear  from  the  Returns  of  the  feveral  Regi- 
ments, which  your  Commiffioners  beg  Leave  to  lay  before  you.  The  Characters 
of  the  Officers  may  be  drawn  from  laid  Returns,  and  a  lew  Anecdotes  of  fbme 
of  the  genera]  Officers,   which  are  at  your  Command. 

John  Clev'es  Symmes, 

Burlington,  Nov.  21,    ijj6.  TheunisDey. 

Mr.  Dey  alfb  laid  before  theHoufe  fundry  Letters  and  Papers;  which  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Joint-Meeting. 

The  Bill,    entitled,    An  Act  to  ajcertain  the  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the   Governor  and 
Secretary  on  ComvvJJions,   8cc.  was  again  read  with  the  Council's  Amendments  in 
their  Places  ;  and,  on  the  QuefHon,  the  Houfe  agreed  to  eight  of  the  Amendments 
made  by  the  Council,    and  reject  the  laft  Claufe  or  Amendment ; 
Order  t'd, 

That  Mr.  Covenhoven  and  Mr.  Cook  do  carry  back  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Counc'* 
and  acquaint  them  therewith. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   November  23,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

On  Motion, 
Ordered, 

That  John  Johnjlon,   Efq.  one  of  the   Signers  of  the  Loan-Office  Money, 
tranfinit  the  Money  yet  in  his  Hands,    as   foon  as  the  fame  is  iigned  and  ntu. 
bered,  to  Richard  Smith,  Efq.   the  prefent  Treafurer  of  this  State,  to  be  figned  by 
faid  Treafurer  ;    and  that  Mr.  Deare,  Clerk  of  this  Houfe,  do  give  Mr.   Johnjioti 
Notice  thereof  by  Letter. 

Refolved, 
That  this  Houfe  will  make  Provifion  for  the  neceffary  Expence  of  keeping  two 
Horfes  in  Readinefs  in  this  Place,  during  the  prefent  Sitting  of  AfTembly,   for  the 
Purpofe  of  fending  ExprefTes. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Covenhoven  do   wait  on   the  Governor   and  acquaint  him  with  this 
Refolution. 

The  Petition  of  Samuel  Miller,  jun.  praying  an  Act  to  encourage  him  in  erect- 
ing Salt-Works  at  Squan  or  Toms  River,  &v.  was  read  the  fecond  "Time  ; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Camp,  Mr.  Combs  and  Mr.  Price,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  Purpofe  mentioned  in  the  Petition. 

Mr-  Covenhoven  reported,  that  Mr.  Cook  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  with  them 
entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  j  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent 

therein, 
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therein,  Mr.  Speaker  relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Qmbs,  Chairman  ol  the  Com- 
mittee, reported,  that  they  had  made  iomc  further  Progress  in  the  Matters  to  them 

referred,  and  deli  red  Leave  to  fit  again  j  to  which  the  Houfe  agi 

Mr.  Peterfon,  Mr.  Bogart   and  Mr.  Cose,   have  Leave  ol  Ablencc  on  particular 
Bulinels. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Sinnielfon. 

(    ::>a. I  Chamber,  Nov;  2  J,    1776'. 
'THE  Houfe,  having  taken  into  Confederation  the  Meflage  frora  the  Hot  | 

-*    Aflembly  received  this  Morning,  are  of  Opinion,   that  it  is  proper  to  ba 
free  Conference  with   the  Ilouie  of  Aflembly  on  the  lubjcel  Matter  of  th 
Meflage. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.   Paterfon  and   Mr.  S)  mines,  be  a  Committee  to 
meet  with   ;i  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  in  a  free  Conference  on  the 
fubjecl  Matter  of  their  Meflage  reipcding  the  bill,  entitled,  An  Ac!  to  after  tain  she 
Fees   to  be   taken   by   the  Governor   and  Secretary  on  CommiJJions ,  ckc.  and  that  the 
Vice-Prelident  be  rcquefted  to  alhll  in  the  laid  Conference. 
Orders!, 
That  Mr.  Sinnickfon  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  therewith,  and  requeft 
them  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  that  this  Houfe  pro]  oft  that 
the   laid  Conference   be  held   in   the  old   Meeting-Houfe   at  three    o'clock   this 
Afternoon. 

Which  Meffage  having  been   read  and  confidered, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehclm,  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Covenboven,  Mt.WoodhulI,  Mr.  Mac  Eivern, 
Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Camp,  be  a  Committee  to  meet  the  Committee  of 
the  Council  in  a  free  Conference  on  the  fubject  Matter  of  the  laid  Meflage;  and 
that  the  Speaker  be  requefted  to  affilt  in  the  laid  Conference. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dey  and  Mr.  Drake  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  acquaint  them  there- 
with. 

Mr.  Dey  reported,    that    Mr.   Drake  and   himfelf  delivered  the  Meflage  with 
them  cntrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Ten  o'Clock. 

Monday,   November.  25,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met, 

And,  there  not  being  a  fnfficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  on  Bufinefs, 
adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  meet  the  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  free  Con- 
ference on  the  bill  for  afcertaining  the  Fees   to  be  taken  on  Commiilioi. 
made  the  following  Report,  which  was  read,  viz. 

'  I  VH  E  Committee  appointed  to  meet  the  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  i'rec 
A  Conference  on  the  Council's  laft  Amendment  to  the  Bill  for  afcertaining  the 
Fees  to  be  taken  on  Qpmmifljons,  o  c.  report,  that  it  was  agreed  bj  (aid  Commit- 
tees that  the  Secretary  be  paid  a  Sum  in  Grofs,  to  ivit,  One  Hundred  Pounds  for 
ifluing  Gommiilions  to  the  Judges,  Julticcs  of  the  Peace,  Coroners  and  Militia 

( )iiicers 
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Officers  of  this  State,  for  one  Year,  to  commence  the  firft  Day  of    September 

Jail. 

By  Order  of  the  Committee, 

John   Hart,  Speaker. 

On  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  Houfe  agrees  to  faid  Report    or  not  I  It  was 

carried  in  the  Affirmative. 

A  Menage  from  his  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentle tht  •:, 

I  HEREWITH  tranfmit  you  a  Vote  of  Congrefs  of  the  10th  Inftant,  urging 
the  Neteeffity  of  pur/uing  the  moft  immediate  and  vigorous  Meafures  for  rur- 
nifhing  our  Quota  of  Troops  for  the  new  Army,  and  beg  your  fpeedy  Attention 
to  that  important  Matter. — Surely,  Gentlemen,  you  will  think  it  neceffary  to 
poftpone  every  Thing  of  lefs  Importance,  and  devote  your  Time  to  this  effential 
Bufinefs. 

As  the  Enemy  will  probably  take  the  Field  early  in  the  Spring,  it  is  certainly 
our  Duty  to  be  ready  to  meet  them,  and  for  this  Purpofe  to  exert  ourfelves  the 
approaching  Winter  to  complete  our  Complement  of  the  Army  agreeable  to  the 
new  Eftablithment  ;  and  as  the  Time  for  which  the  Troops  now  in  Service  is  16 
near  expiring,  it  muft  be  obvious  that  not  a  Moment  Ihould  be  loft  in  railing 
the  new  Levies,  or  the  Country  muft  be  in  a  defencelefs  Situation. 

Burlington,  Nov.  25,    1776.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which,  with  the  Refolve  of  Congrefs  therein  referred  to,  were  read,  and  or- 
dered a  fecond  Reading.    . 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houle  on  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  after  fome  Time  /pent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  re  fumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr:  Combs,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported,  that  the  Committee  had  made  fome  further  Progrefs  in  the  Mat- 
ters to  them  referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,   November  26,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Act  to  empower  all  Conjlables  tioiv  in  Office  to  execute  the  fame  under  the 
prefent  Government,  &.c.  which  was -read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Mehclm,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  A3,  for  the  raiftng  of 
four  Battalions ;  which  was  read,   and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed'the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported,  that  the  Committee  had  made  fome  further  Progrefs  in  the 
Matters  to  them  referred,  and  delired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which  the  Houfe 
agreed. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  hCtfor  the  taifing  of  four  Battalioqf,  was  read  a  fecond 
Time  ;  and,  on  the  Queftion,  ordered  to  be  engrafted. 

The 
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The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

//  f  din-flay,   November  27,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Engrofled  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  rai/iug  of  four  Battalions,  was  read 
and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  Bill  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  Mac  Ewcn  do  carry  the  (aid  Bill  to  the  Council  and 
defire  their  Concurrence  thereto. 

Mr.  Manning  reported,  that  Mr.  Mac  Eiven  and  himfclf  delivered  the  Bill  to 
them  entrufted  to  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  alter  lbme  Time  fpent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported,  that  they  had  made  fbme  further  Progrefs  in  the  M.itters  to  them 
referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which  the  Houlc  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houie  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  empower  Confl'ables  now  in  Office  to  execute  the  fame 
under  the  prefent  Government,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  committed  to 
Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  IVoodhull  and  Mr.  Bowcn. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Nov.  27,   177 

^THAT  Mr.  Fell  do  acquaint  ^he  Houfe  of  AlTembly  that  the  Bill,  entitled,  An 
-*•     Aczifor  the  raifmg  oj  four  Battalions,  is   pafled  by  this  Houfe   without  auy 
Amendments. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Thurfday,   November  28,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 
Mr.  Morning,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Bill,  entitled, 
An  A<fl  to  empower  Conflables  now  in  Office  to  execute  the  fame  under  the  prefent  Go- 
vernment, and  for  appointing  others  in  cafe  of  Death,  &C.  reported  the   fame  with 
one  Amendment,  which  being  read,  on  the  Queflion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  Bill  as  amended  be  engrofled. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  6'<\  And 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  the  Joint-Meeting,  c" 

And  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,  November  29 ,   1776. 

The  Houle  met. 

O  The 
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The  Engroffed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  empower  Conjlables  noiv  in  Office  to  <.  . 
the  fame,  &c.  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  Bill  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Woodhull  and  Mr,  Neivbold  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Con 
defire  their  Concurrence  thereto. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,   &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  the  Joint-Meeting,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   November  30,    1776. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Mary  Parent,  praying  Leave  to  go  a  nd 
her  Hufband  Home,  who  fome  Time  ago  fled  to  the  Enemy,  6  v.  which  wa 
and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Woodhull  reported,  that  Mr.  Neivbold  and  himfelf  delivered   the  Bill  - 
them  entrusted  to  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  appoint  proper  Per  fans  to  examine  ihofe  ivho      \      ■ 
fcrve  as  Surgeons  or  Surgeons  Mates  in  the  Army,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time; 
and,  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  Bill  be  engroffed  or  not  ?  It  p    fed   in  the 
Negative. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Tallman  and  Mr.  Holmes,  be  a  Committee  to  bri 
Bill  to  pardon  certain  Fugitives  from  the  State  of  Neiv-Jerjey. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Ordered, 
That  the  500  printed  Journals  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  late  Convention   I 
diftributed  in  the  feveral  Counties  as  follows  : 

To  Bergen  County 

EJfex 

Middle/ex 

Somerfet, 

Monmouth 

Morris 

Suffex  20 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Houfe, 

Refolded, 
That  the  Treafurer  do  pay  to  Col.  Richard  Somers,  the  Sum  of  Tivo  Hun 
Pounds,  for  the  Purpofe  of  enlifting  Men  into  the  four  Months  Service,  he  to 
accountable  for  the  fame. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  <&c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Nine  o'Clock. 

MonG 


33 

Hunterdon 

68 

37 
43 
AS 

53 

Burlington 
Gloucejier 
Salem 
Cumberland 

J  -r 
38 

34 

36 

Cape- May 

0 
0 
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Monday,   December  2,    1776. 

The  Houfc  met. 

On  Motion,  and  the  Queftion,  Whether  Richard  Smith,  Efq.  the  prefent 
furer,  be  allowed  the  Sum  of"  £,  250,  for  executing   the  Office  the  prefent  Y< 
in  Lieu  of  the  ufual  Salary  and  Perquifites,  except  ligning  Money  ;  lixtccu  of  the 
Members  voted  in  the  Affirmative. 
Refolved, 

That  Jojeph  Smith,  Efq.  late  Treafurer,  do  deliver  to  Richard  Smith,  Efq.  the 
prefent  Treafurer,  the  Balance  of  publick  Money  in  his  Hands;  together  with 
the  Books  and  Papers  belonging  to  the  Publick  ;  and  that  thereupon  the  Secretary 
k\o  deliver  up  the  faid  Jofeph  Smith's  Bond. 

Ordered 3 

That  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Woodhull do  requeft  the  Concurrence  of  the  Coun 
to  this  Resolution. 

The  Houfe  took  into  Confideration  the  prefent  Poflure  of  Affairs,  with  an  Ene- 
my in  this  State  approaching  towards  Philadelphia,  think  it  neceflary  loon  to  rile 
and  retire  into  their  feveral  Counties  to  provide  for  the  Security  thereof ;  and  nut  * 
having  Time  to  go  through  the  Bill  for  Support  of  Government,  providing  for 
the  feveral  Officers  thereof,  have  come  to  the  following  Refolution  : 
Refolded, 

That  the  Treafurer  do  pay  unto  the  feveral  Perfons  following,  to  be  by  them 
accounted  for  when  the  Bill  for  Support  of  Government  is  palled  into  a  Law, 
to  wit, 

To  His  Excellency  William  Lii'ingjlon,  Efq.  the  Sum  of  Two  Hundred  Pounds. 

To  each  of  the  Delegates  of  this  State  appointed  in  June  laft,  or  which  hare 
been  appointed  during  this  Sitting,  Twenty  Shillings  per  Day  for  each  Day  they 
have  attended  the  Congrels  from  the  Appointment  in   'June  laft. 

To  each  Member  of  the  Council   and   Alfcmbly,  Eight  Shillings  p  r  Day  for 
their  Attendance  at  this  and  the  late  Sitting  of  Aflembly,  the  Council  to  he  paid 
\\[)<>n  "Warrants  figned  by  the  Governor  in  Council,   and   the  Members  of  Aff. 
bly  by  Certificates  figned  by  the  Speaker,  or  any  two  of  the   Memb 

To  Charles  Pcttit,   Efq.  Clerk  of  the  Council,  and  to  Jonathan  Dearc,  I  -k 

of  this  Houfe,  the  Sum  of  Thirty-one  Pounds  each,  for   Wages,  Pen,  Ink,    I 
and  extraordinary  Services. 

To  the  Sergeant  at  Anns  of  this  Houfe  the  Sum  of  One  Pound  Sixteen  Shilliai 

To  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Council    the  Sum  of  Four  Pounds. 

To  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Aflembly  the  Sum  of  Seven  Pounds  One  Shilling  and 
Ninc-juncc,   for  his  Attendance,    fire-Wood  and  Candles, 

To  Thomas  Pplgrcen  flrwlings,  Efq.  the  Sum  of  Nine,  Pounds ,  for  thirty  Days 
Attendance  in  infpccling  the  Prefs  when  the  Loan-Office  Money  vv.;s  primed. 

To  Richard  Smith,  Efq.  for  thirty-four   Days  in  the  iane  Service,  the  hum 
Ten  Pounds  Four  Shillin  ■  r. 

To  Mrs.  Mecom  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Room  for  the  Aflembly  at  thio  Sitting,  tl 
Sum  of    Three  Pounds. 

To  David  Olden  for  his  Account  for  carting  Aflembly  Books  at  fundry  Tim. 
and  other  Services,  Five  Pounds  Fifti 

To  Tbcophilus    Timer    and    Abraham    Clark,   Efquires,   the   Sum    of  Six    P 
Eighteen   Shillings  and  Five-pence,   Eatpences    ifl  going  to    the  Camp  by  (>w!  ■;  oi 
the  Houfe. 

To  //aac  Collin i,  in  full  of   his  Account,  the  Sum  of  Sei-entv-:-. 
teen  Shillings  and  Fivc-peme. 

./ 
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Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Holmes  .and  Mr.   Wood hull  carry    the  foregoing  Refolution  to   the 
Council  and  defire  their  Concurrence  therein. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to  Tut/day  the  18th  Day  of  February  next,  to  meet  at 
Trenton. 

PITTs-TO^N,   Wednefday,   January  22,    1777. 

Purfuant  to  a  Notification  from  the  Speaker,  the  Houfe  met,  but  there  not  being 
a  fufHcient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  to  Bufinefs,  the  Speaker  adjourned 
the  Houfe  till  To-morrow. 

Thurfday,   January  23,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met  purfuant  to  Adjournment,  when  a  Number  fufHcient  to  proceed 
to  Bufinefs  appeared. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to  meet  To-morrow  Morning  at  Nine  o'Clock  at  the 
Friends  Meeting-Houfe. 

Friday,   January  24,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Peti'il  as  follows: 

Gentlemen, 

A  FTER  feeling  with  you  for  the  Depredations  and  Cruelties  perpetrated  by  the 
-^*  Enemy  in  their  Incurfions  into  Part  of  this  State,  by  taking  the  Advantage 
of  the  Time  when  fo  great  a  Part  of  our  Army  was  entitled  to  a  Difcharge,  and 
of  the  well  known  Defects  of  our  Militia  Law ;  I  embrace  this  Opportunity  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  important  Enterprize  againft  them  at  Trenton,  and  the 
fignal  Victory  obtained  over  them  at  Princetonhy  the  Troops  under  the  Command 
of  His  Excellency  General  Wajfjington,  with  the  repeated  Succefs  of  the  American 
Arms  in  the  feveral  Skirmifhes  we  have  had  with  them  fince  thofe  memorable 
Events.  They  have  indeed  marked  their  Progrefs  with  Devaluation  and  Murder  ; 
and  contaminated  the  Britijh  Arms  with  Barbarities  unknown  to  civilized  Na- 
tions ;  but  fo  far  from  any  efTential  Benefit  redounding  to  them  from  their  Ir- 
ruption into  this  State,  or  their  having  made  the  leaft  Advances  towards  fub- 
duing  the  Continent  of  America,  they  are  now  obliged  to  fliut  themfelyes  up  in 
a  fmall  Corner  of  a  Colony,  over  which,  but  a  few  Days  ago,  they  ridiculoufly 
arrogated  univerfal  Empire.  As  their  Blunders,  if  poilible,  are  equal  to  their 
Cruelty,  I  am  perfuaded  that  unlefs  we  are  wanting  to  ourfelves,  we  have  no 
Reafon  to  be  difpirited  in  our  righteous  Conteft  with  a  Prince  and  a  People  whom 
God  Almighty,  by  thus  infatuating,  feems  determined  to  deftroy.  But  it  being 
our  Duty,  in  an  humble  Reliance  upon  Providence,  to  exert  our  utmoft  Elforts 
for  aififting  the  Troops  of  the  United  States  in  expelling  thofe  refined  Barbarians 
from  our  Territories  ;  and  fully  fenfible  as  we  muft  now  be,  how  very  inadequate 
is  our  Militia  Law  to  draw  out  our  whole  Force  for  that  Purpofe,  I  would  moit 
earneftly  recommend  it  to  you  not  to  fuffer  any  Bufinefs  of  inferior  Moment  to 
poftpone  your  Deliberations  on  that  important  Subject. 

Pitt's-Town,  Jan.  24,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The 
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The  Houfe  adjourned  to  Wednefday  the  29th  Inttant,  to  meet  ;it  1L;,!.!  uJidJ,  in 
the  County  of  Gloucejhr. 

HAD  DON  FIELD,  Wednefday,  January* ^,    ,777. 

The  Houfe  met, 

And,  there  not  being  a  futlicient  Number  of  Member.-,  to  proceed  on  Bull, 
the  Sneaker  adjourned  the  Houfe  till  To-morrow  Ten  o'clock. 

Thurjday,    January  30,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
ReJolvcJ, 
That  Thomas  Smith  be  Doorkeeper  to  this  Houfe. 

His  Excellency's  Meffage  of  the  24th  Inftant  was  read  the  fecond  Time ; 

Order,  d, 
That  the  Houfe  do  this  Afternoon  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter  from  Abraham  Clark,  Efq,  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  Congrefs;  one  from  Samuel  Tucker,  Efq,  re! peeling  the  I 
of  the  publick  Money  ;  and  one  from  the  Commiflary  of  Cloathing  for  the  north- 
ern Army  ;  and  alfo  fundry  Refblves  of  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Cong, 
all  which  were  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Letter  from  Samuel  Tucker,  Efq.  reflecting  the  Lofs  of  the  publick  Money 
which  was  in  his  Hands,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  < 
deflred  to  write  to  Mr.  'Tucker,  requesting  his  Attendance  on  this  lloule   to  give 
Information  touching  the  fubject  Matter  of  faid  Letter. 

Two  MelTages   from   His  Excellency  by   Mr.  Secretary  Pet  tit,  in  the  V. 
following  : 

Gentlemen, 

TT  being  recommended  by  the  Honourable  the  Congrefs  to  the  refpeetive  Legilla- 
-*■  tures  of  the  United  States  to  pafs  fucha  Law  as  will  mod  effectually  prevent  the 
counterfeiting  or  forging  the  Tickets  of  the  United  States  Lottery  :  I  doubt  not 
you  will  cheerfully  comply  with  a  Recommendation  fl>  juft  and  reafonable  in  icfelf, 
and  fo  necefTary  to  effectuate  a  Meafure  of  the  laft  Importance  to  fnppOft  the 
Credit  of  the  Continental  Currency. 

They  have  alfo  tranf'mittcd  to  me  their  Resolution  of  the  30th  of  December 
lafl,  "  that  no  Bacon,  faked  Beef  and  Pork,  Soap  and  Candles,  except  fucfa  as  may 
"  be  necefTary  for  the  Crew,  be  exported  from  any  of  the  United  States  after  the 
44  fifth  Day  of  January  now  paft,  until  the  in  it  Day  of  November  next,  or  until 
44  Congrefs  fhall  make  further  Order  therein  ;  carneftly  recommending  it  to  the 
44  executive  Powers  of  the  feveral  United  States  to  fee  that  the  laid  Refoluti 
"  be  complied  with."  But  as  I  know  of  no  Authority  the  executive  Tower  of 
this  State  has  to  prevent  the  Inhabitants  from  exporting  the  fan!  Arti<  les  without 
an  Act  of  Legiflation  for  that  Purpofe,  1  would  farther  earneftlj  imend 

you  to  pafs  a  Bill  for  carrying  the  laid  Recommendation  into  Effect,  "  M  it  will 
11  be  extremely  difficult,"  the  Congrefs  juttly  remarks,  "  if  not    impracticable, 
44  fupply  the  Army  of  the  United  States   with  thofe  Article,  unlefa  the  Exporta- 
44  tion  thereof  be  prohibited." 

Haddonfield,  Jan.  30,  1777.  WIL  LI  VINGST< 
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Gentlemen, 

TH  E  State  is  indebted  to  Richard  Stockton,  Efq.  for  his  Wages  in  attending 
the  Congrefs  as  a  Delegate  from  this  State  for  the  Space  of  one  Hundred 
and  fifty  Days  ;  and  to  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efq.  for  his  Attendance  in  the  fame 
Capacity  for  the  Space  of  fix  Months  ;  for  the  Difcharge  of  which  I  hope  Provi- 
fion  will  be  made  with  all  convenient  Speed. 

Haddonfield,  Jan.  10,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  were  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  after  fome  Time 
fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  made  fome  Progrefs  in  the  Mat- 
ters to  them  referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which  the  Houfe 
agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,    "January  31,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Meffage  from  his  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  as  follows : 

Gentlemen, 

"|WrR.  Dehart  having  refufed  to  qualify  as  Chief-Juftice  of  this  State,  and  Mr. 
Tucker,  one  of  the  Puifne  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  having  accepted  of  a 
Protection  from  the  Enemy  as  I  am  credibly  informed  ;  and  Mr.  Hopkinfon,  the 
other,  having  declined  to  enter  upon  the  Exercife  of  his  Office,  on  Account  of 
an  Appointment  by  the  Congrefs,  which  will  require  his  Refidence  in  Philadel- 
phia, the  State  of  our  publick  Affairs  renders  it  indifpenfably  neceffary  that  the 
above  Offices  (hould  be  immediately  filled  by  a  new  Appointment. 

General  Williamfon  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tomkin  having  refigned  their  refpec- 
tive  Commiffions,  I  give  you  this  early  Notice  of  their  Refignations  to  enable 
you  to  fupply  thofe  Vacancies,  as  foon  as  your  other  Bufinefs  will  permit. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Leivis,  of  the  Battalion  of  which  Boives  Reed,  Efq.  is 
Colonel,  having  a  Protection  f-om  the  Enemy  ;  and  Major  Sterling  of  the  fame 
Battalion  being  removed  out  of  the  County  of  Burlington,  the  Colonel  recommends 
Major  Shreve  to  be  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Captain  Oakey  Hoogland 
to  be  appointed  Major  of  the  faid  Battalion. 

Haddonfeld,  Jan.  31,    1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read, 

Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  referred  to  a  Joint-Meeting. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,   as  follows  : 

Gentlemen, 

'TPHOUGH  the  Articles  of  War  have  fufficiently  provided  for  the  Punifhment 
x  of  Deferters,  yet  fo  little  Care  is  taken  in  this  State  to  apprehend  Deferters, 
that  I  conceive  it  a  Matter  well  worthy  the  Attention  of  the  Legiflature.  And  as 
the  Defertion  of  Soldiers  will,  on  the  new  Ellablifhment,  be  of  greater  Detriment 
to  the  United  States  than  it  was  before,  I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  pals  a 
Bdl  for  the  more  effectual  apprehending  and  fecuring  all  fuch  Deferters  from  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  as  fhall  be  difcovered  within  the  Bounds  of  this. 
Iladdonfield,  Jan.  31,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which 
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Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecund  Reading. 

The  Houfe  having  received  Information  from  Col.  Potter,  that  a  Number  of 
Men  have  enlifted  into  his  Battalion,  who  have  not  furnilhed  themfelves  with 
Arms  agreeable  to  the  Acl  of  Allcmbly,  and,  in  Confequence  thereof,  cannot 
be  reviewed  by  the  Commiffioners  appointed  lor  that  Purpoie ;  and  the  Houfc 
being  delirous  to. promote  the  Service  at  this  critical  Juncture,  do  reiblve  to  rarniih 
the  faid  Men  with  Arms,  and  therefore  delire  1 rbomai  Denny,  Klij.  to  mutter  the 
(aid  Men,  that  they  may  be  immediately  lent  into  Service  ;  and  do  alio  appoint 
him  a  Commiflioner  to  purchale  the  laid  Arms,  and  draw  on  the  Trealurcr  for 
Money  for  that  Purpole. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Boiven  and  Mr.  Camp  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire  their  Concur- 
rence to  the  laid  Relblution. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Boiven  reported,  that  Mr.  Camp  and  himfelf  delivered  the  MeiTage  with 
them  entrulted  to  the  Prelident  in  Council. 

A  MeiTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

Council-Chamber,  Jan.  31,   1777. 

THE  Council  having  taken  into  Confederation  the  MeiTage  received  this  Morning 
from  the  Houfe  of  Alfembly,  with  a  Copy  of  their  Relblution  refpecling  the 
furnilhing  Col.  Potters  Battalion  with  Arms,  and  appointing  a   Comnhlfary  for 
that  Purpole  ; 
Refolved, 
That  this  Houfe  doth  concur  in  the  faid  Refolution. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Scudder  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AflTembly  therewith. 

The  Petition  of  fundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Townfhip  of  Loiver-Penns-Ncch,   in 
the  County  of  Salem,  praying  a  Law  to  empower  the  faid  Townlhip  to  raife  a  Sum 
of  Money  by  Tax,  &c.  to  rebuild  and  keep  in  Repair  the  Bridge  over  Salem  Creek, 
6  c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 

His  Excellency's  MeiTage  of  Yefterday  was  read  the  fecond  Time  and  confidcrcd ; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Ne-wbold  and  Mr.  Manning,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  forging  the  Tickets  of  the  United  States 
Lottery;  and  that  Mr.  Somers,  Mr.  Kid  ridge  and  Mr.  Molt,  be  a  Committee  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Bacon,  (kited  Beef  and  Pork,  Soap 
and  Candles,  &c,  * 

His  Excellency '^Meffage  of  this    Day   rclpecling  Dcferters,    being    read   the 
fecond  Time, 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.   Price  and  Mr.  Woodhull,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a 
Bill   for  the  more  effectual  apprehending  and  fecuring  Delerter s  from  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  o'C 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'clock. 

« 

Saturday,    February  1,    1777. 

The  Houle  met. 

The 
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The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting  of  both  Houfes, 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  <&c.    , 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,  February  3,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  in  the  following 
Words  : 

Gentlemen, 
CINCE  we  left  Pitt's-Toivn  I  am  honoured  with  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency 
"^  General  WaJJ/ington,  dated  at  Morris-Toivn  the  24th  of- January  laft,  on  the 
Subject  of  the  Militia  of  this  State.  As  from  his  Station  in  the  Army,  he  mult 
be  the  beft  Judge,  and  from  his  Attachment  to  the  Liberties  of  America,  and  his 
particular  Intereft  in  the  Behaviour  of  the  Troops  under  his  Command,  his  Re- 
commendation deferves  the  moft  ferious  Attention,  I  doubt  not  you  will,  in  your 
Deliberations  on  the  Militia  Bill  now  before  your  Houfe,  receive  it  with  the  Re- 
fpect  it  juftly  merits. 

His  Excellency  obferves  that  the  irregular  and  disjointed  State  of  our  Militia, 
makes  it  neceffary  for  him  to  inform  me,  that  unlefs  a  Law  is  paffed  by  our  Le- 
giflature  to  reduce  them  to  fome  Order,  and  oblige  them  to  turn  out  in  a  differ- 
ent Manner  from  what  they  have  hitherto  done,  we  (hall  bring  very  few  into  the 
Field,  and  that  even  thofe  few  will  render  little  or  no  Service. 

The  General  farther  obferves  that  many  of  their  Officers  are  of  the  lowed  Clafs 
of  People,  and,  inftead  of  fetting  a  good  Example  to  their  Men,  are  leading  them 
into  every  Kind  of  Mifchief ;  one  Species  of  which  is  that  of  plundering  the  In- 
habitants under  Pretence  of  their  being  Tories  ;  and  he  recommends  the  paffing 
a  Law  for  putting  a  Stop  to  this  Kind  of  lawlefs  Rapine  ;  conceiving  that, 
unlefs  fomething  is  done  to  prevent  it,  the  People  will  throw  themfelves  of  Choice 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Britijh  Troops. 

But  our  firft  Object,  in  His  Excellency's  Opinion,  fhould  be  a  well  regulated 
Militia  Law.  The  People  put  under  good  Officers,  would,  he  obferves,  behave 
in  quite  another  Manner  ;  and  not  only  render  real  Service  as  Soldiers,  but  pro- 
tect, inftead  of  diftrefs,  the  Inhabitants. 

What  he  would  willi  to  have  particularly  infifted  upon  in  the  new  Law  is,  that 
every  Man  capable  of  bearing  Arms  fhould  be  obliged  to  turn  out,  and  not  buy 
off  his  Service  for  a  trifling  Sum.     We  want  Men,  fays  he,   and  not  Money. 

Thefe  Obfervations  are  fo  clearly  founded  in  Reafon,  and  h?rve  been  fo  frequent- 
ly verified  by  Experience,  that  they  cannot  fail,  I  fhould  imagine,  of  gaining  uni- 
verfal  Affent  on  the  leaft  Reflection.  And  refpecting  the  Complaint  of  our  Militia's 
violating  private  Property,  that  being  more  peculiarly  in  the  civil  Line,  I  had  it 
in  Contemplation  to  expoftulate  with  you  to  prevent  this  iniquitous  Practice,  be- 
fore I  had  the  Honour  of  receiving  His  Excellency's  Letter.  A  Practice  which, 
however  attempted  to.be  dignified  with  the  Title  of  Patriotifm,  or  juftified  under 
the  Idea  of  inflicting  condign  Vengeance  on  the  internal  Enemies  of  our  Coun- 
try, is  not  only  repugnant  to  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  whereby  every  Man's  Pro- 
perty is  fecured  and  protected,  until  it  be  declared  forfeited  by  judicial  Procefs, 
but  has  a  manifeft  Tendency  to  inflame  the  Minds  of  the  Sufferers  ;  to  excite 
Jealoufies  and  Contentions  among  the  Inhabitants,  at  a  Time  when  we  ought  to 
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be  more  efpecially   ftudious  of  cultivating   Unanimity   mil  Concord;  to  diffoft 
nmongft  the  Soldiers  a  Spirit  of  Licentioufnds  and   Rapine  ;  an. I,  in  i  Word,  to 

relax  all  Dil'cipline  in   the  military,   as  well  as  fubveu  all    Order  in  the  civil,  \  I 
partment. 

Haddonjhld,  Feb.  3,   1777.  W I L.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting, 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,    February   4,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency  General 
Wajhingtoiiy  refpe&ing  the  apprehending  and  fecuring  Deierters  ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  lecond  Reading  :  He  alio  laid  before  the  Houle  fundry  ReibWefl 
of  Congrels  relpecling  the  Continental  Currency  ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Memorial  was  prefented  by  William  HartJJjorne,  fetting  forth,  that  he  has 
lately  had  a  Cargo  of  Goods  taken  from  him  by  one  Charles  Lovelan J,  in  Com- 
pany  with  fundry  armed  Men,  who  alledged  he  had  Orders  from  the  General, 
and  that  he  the  laid  Memorialing  was  for  lbme  Time  made  a  Prifoner  by  them, 
and  praying  Redrds  ;   which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Captain  Robert  Taylor,  and  Lieutenant  David Paulj 
fetting  forth,  that  they  have  enlilted  a  Company  to  ferve  till  the  rirft  of  April 
next,  purluant  to  Act  of  Aifembly,  and  have  laid  out  Money  lor  their  Sublicence, 
<&c.  and  praying  to  be  reimburfed  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  publick  Accounts. 

The  like  Petition  from  Captain  Seth  IVhUJin,  praying  to  be  reimburfed  fundry 
Sums  expended  for  the  four  Months  Service  ;  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  publick  Accounts. 

His   Excellency's   Meflage  of   Ycftcrday  refpecung  the  Militia,  was  read  the 
fecond  Time  ; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Dick,  and  Mr.  Woodhull,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  an 
Anfwer  thereto. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  ov. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Mehelm,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  draught  an  Anfwer  to  His  Ex- 
cellency's  Melfage  of  Yellerday,  brought  in  a    Draught,  which   was   read,  and 
'ordered  to  be  engrofled. 

A  Melfage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pcttit,  as  follows  : 

Gent  htm  n, 

13EING  advifed  by  the  Council  to  fe-nd  for  a   Number  of  Prifoncrs,  about   fifty 
■L-'  or  fixty,   who  were  apprehended   in    this  State,   fonie  for  cnhlling  and  caul 
others  to  enlifl  in  the  Service  of  the  Enemy,   and  fome  for  other  Offences  againit 
the  State,    and  now  confined  in  i.ancajler  in  the  State  of  Pcnn/jli'ania,  or  in  / 
derick-Town  in  Maryland,   in  order  that  they   may  be   proceeded   againfl  in  a  due 

Q^  Courfc 


58   VOTES,  tfc  of  the  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  of  New-Jerfey. 

Courfe  of  Law ;  I  am  ready  to  carry  the  faid  Advice  into  Execution,  as  foon  as 
your  Honourable  Houfe  mail  provide  the  Means  to  defray  the  Charges  that  will 
necefTarily  attend  it. 

Haddoafeld,  Feb.  4,  i777-  WIL-  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Wednejday,   February  5 ,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
His  Excellency's  Menage  of  Yeflerday  refpe&ing  the  Expence  that  may  attend 
the  fending  for  the  Prifoners  fent  from  this  State  and  confined  in  Lancajler  in 
the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  or  in  Frederick-Town  in  Maryland,    was  read  a  fecond 
Time  ;   on  the  Queflion, 
Refolded, 
That  this  Houfe  will  provide  for  the  Payment  of  fuch  Expence. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  <&c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Memorial  of  William  HartJJjorne  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ; 

Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Governor  and  Council  ;   and  that  Mr.  Holmes 
and  Mr.  Boiven  do  carry  the  faid  Memorial,  with  the  Affidavit  to  prove  the 
Fads  therein  fet  forth,  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Council. 

An  Engroffed  MefTage  to  His  Excellency  was  read  and  compared,  as  follows  : 

Ordered, 

THAT  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Boiven  do  wait  on  His  Excellency,  and,  in  Anfwer 
to  his  MefTage  of  the  third  Inftant,  inform  him,  that  this  Houfe  have  had  a 
Bill  under  their  Confideration  fome  Time  for  regulating  the  Militia  ;  which,  when 
completed,  they  hope  will  remedy  one  of  the  Evils  complained  of  by  His  Ex- 
cellency and  the  General  :  And  as  to  that  Part  of  the  MefTage  refpecling  the  juftly 
complained  of  and  pernicious  Pra&ice  of  plundering,  the  Houfe  is  of  Opinion 
that  the  Laws  of  this  State  are  fufficient  for  that  Purpofe,  if  properly  executed  ; 
and  that  a  Proclamation  from  His  Excellency,  urging  the  Execution  of  them  againft 
Offenders,  will  fully  anfwer  the  good  Purpofe  intended. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Thurfday,   February  6,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Harris,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Aft  to  prevent  Defert ions  from  the  Army  of  the  United  States  of  America  ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  Tecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Captain  William  Kelfey,  praying  to  be  reimburfed 
fundry  Expences  in  raifing  Men  for  the  publick  Service ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen^ 
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Gentlemen, 

rT  being  of  the  higheft  Importance  that  the  People  fliould  Live  the   carlidl  No- 
A  tice  of  the  Laws  by  which  they  are  allected  in  their  Lives    and   Property  ; 
the  Acts    palled  the   lalt  Seihon,   through   the  Confofioo.   oi   the  'Inn  eg,   not  fa 
ing  been  ordered  to   be   printed,  as  I   am  informed,   1   would  recommend   it  to 
you  to  direct  the  fame  to  be  printed  without  any  Lofs  of  Time. 

Haddonfield,  Feb.  6,   iy77.  \V  1 L.  L I V  1  N ( 3 8 T O N. 

Which  was  read, 

Ordered, 
That  Copies  of  the  Laws  of  laft  Seffion  be  lent  to  the  Printer  as  foon  as  pofliblc, 
in  order  that  the  fame  may  be  printed  and  difperfed. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter  from  John  Covcnhoven,  F.fq.  one  of 
the  Members,  praying,  for  Reafons  therein  mentioned,  to  refign  his  Scat  in  tins 
Houfe  ;  which  was  read,   and  ordered   a  fecond   Reading. 

The  Houfe  taking  into  Confideration  the  Situation  of  the  Cloathing  pur..! 
for  the  Continental  Army  by  the  relpedivc  Members  of  the  Legillaturc  ; 
Refolded, 

That  for  the  better  Conveniency  and  Safety  thereof,  Thomas  Denny  of  Gloucefler 
County,  Moore  Furman  of  Hunterdon  County,  and  Benjamin  llalicy  of  Msrru 
County,  be  appointed  to  receive  the  faid  Cloathing,  and  deliver  them  out  as  they 
may  receive  Orders  from  the  Legiflature,  or  any  Officer  appointed  for  that  Parpofe; 
and  that  the  Receipts  of  the  Perfons  above  named,  or  either  of  them,  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  Voucher  and  Difcharge  to  the  laid  Members  for  the  Cloathing  by  them 
delivered. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Wetherby  and  Mr.  Eldridge  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire  their 
Concurrence  in  the  above  Refolution. 

Mr.  Manning,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in  a 
Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  forging  the  Tickets  of  the 
United  States  Lottery ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Wetherby  reported,  that  Mr.  Eldridge  and  himfelf  delivered  the  McfTagc 
with  them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  feveral   Petitions  from  infolvent  Debtors    in  the  Gaols  of  the  different 
Counties  in  this  State,  were  read  the  fecond  Time  ; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Droivn,  Mr.  Wetherby  and*  Mr.  Drake,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  their  Relief,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
Thp  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   February  y ,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  c  , . 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The 
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The  Houfe  having  required  the  Attendance  of  Samuel  Tucker,  Efq.   to   give 
Information  refpecling  the  Lois  of  the   publick   Money   that  was  in  his  Hands  ; 
and  Mr.  Tucker  having   by   Letter  informed   the   Speaker   he  could  not  attend 
at  the  Time  appointed  ; 
Ordered, 
That  the  Speaker  do  require  the  Attendance  of  Mr.  Tucker  before  this  Houfe 
on  Thurfday  next. 
Ordered  alfo, 
That  Mr.  Samuel  Abbot  and  Mr.  Randle  Mitchel  do  attend  the  Houfe  at  the  fame 
Time,  to  give  Evidence  refpeding  the  Matter  j  and  that  they  be  ferved  with  a 
Copy  of  this  Order. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

Council-Chamber  Feb.  6,   1777. 

THE  Houfe  having  taken  into  Confideration  the  Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of 
AiFembly  of  this  Morning,  "  That  for  the  better  Conveniency  and  Security 
"  of  the  Cloathing  purchafed  for  the  Continental  Army  by  the  Members  of  the 
V  Legislature,  Thomas  Denny  of  Gloucejler  County,  Moore  Furman  of  Hunterdon 
"  County,  and  Benjamin  Halfey  of  Morris  County,  be  appointed  to  receive  the  fa  id 
"  Cloathing,  and  deliver  them  out  as  they  may  receive  Orders  from  the  Legifla- 
"  ture,  or  any  Officer  appointed  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  that  the  Receipts  of  the 
«  Pe-fbns  above  named,  or  either  of  them,  be  a  fufficient  Voucher  and  Difcharge 
"  to  the  (aid  Members  for  the  Cloathing  by  them  delivered." 
Refolved, 
That  this  Houfe  doth  concur  in  the  faid  Refolution. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Condicl  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  therewith. 

Mr.  Somers,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  Provifions  and  other  Articles  therein 
mentioned  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  Defertions  from  the  Army  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr. 
Moores  and  Mr.  Camp. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,   February  8,    !  77 7- 

• 

The  Houfe  met. 

Thomas  Denny,  Efq.  having,  in  Purfuance  of  a  Refolve  of  this  Houfe  of  the 
31ft  of  laft  Month,  purchafed  a  Number  of  Arms  ;  and  being  defirous  of  an 
Order  of  the  Houfe  how  to  apply  them, 
Refolved, 

That  the  faid  Thomas  Denny,  Efq.  deliver  the  faid  Arms  to  the  Captains  in  Co- 
lonel Potters  Battalion,  and  take  their  Receipts  for  the  fame  ;  and  that  the  Captains 
do  deliver  them  out  to  their  Men  on  Condition  that  they  be  returned  to  Mr. 
Denny,  or  any  other  Perfon  that  may  hereafter  be  appointed  to  receive  them,  at 
the  Time  the  faid  Men  are  difmifled,  unlefs  fuch  as  are  unavoidably  loft  in  the 
Service  ;  and  in  cafe  they  are  not  returned  agreeable  to  this  Refolve,  the  Officers 
are  to  retain  fo  much  of  the  Mens  Wages  as  will  amount  to  the  Value  of  the 
faid  Arms. 

The  Houfe  confidering  that,  in  order  to  make  it  more  eafy  and  convenient  for 
fuch   of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  who  may  be  inclinable  to  deliver  up  the 
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Protections  or  Certificates  taken  from  Lord  or  General  Howe,  or  ani  P 
der  their  Authority,  agreeable  to  the  Proclamation  lately   publilhcd  b)  I 
ccllcncy  General  /'  ton,  proper  Perfons  (hould  be  appointed  aud  I 

throughout  the  State  to  receive  inch  Protections  or  Certificates,  and  ten 

Oaths  of  Allegiance  to   the  State,  (j 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Camp  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Committee   to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  that  Purpofe. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  Nrwbbld,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  delaying  the  linking  the  refpective  Quotas  of  the  Si:. king  Fund 
Tax,  collected  and  collecting  for  the   laft  Year,  and   applying  the  lame  tow; 
furnilhing  Magazines  of  Fire  Arms,  fect 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Drake,  Mr.   Harris,  Mr.   Price  and  Mr.  Mott,  or  any 
three  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  join   a  Committee  of  the  Council  to  fettle   the 
Accounts  of  l'uch  of  the  Members  of  the  Legiflature  as  have  purchafed  Cloatl 
lor  the  Continental  Army,  and  make  Report  to   the  I  Ioule  ;  and  that  Mr.  I 
and  Mr.  Board  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  delirc  them  to  appoint  a  Committee 
for  that  Purpofe. 

Mr.  Coxe,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in   a    1 
entitled,  An  Act  to  empower  certain  Perfons  within  the  State  ofN 
in  Protections,  and  to  adminijier  the  State  Oaths,  e<c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
fecond  Heading.  , 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,    February  10,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met, 

And  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  divers  Perfons  in  Confinement  in  the  State  Prifon 
in  Philadelphia,   praying  to  be  brought  into  this  State  for  Trial  ;   which  was  1 
and  ordered   a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Camp  reported,  that   Mr.  Board  and   himfelf  delivered   the  Meflage   with 
them  entrmted  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Council,  the  Council  not  fitting. 

Two  Meffages  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl, 
Ordered,  Council  Chan, l\r,  Feb,  I   ,    1777. 

npH  AT  Mr.  Condicl  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  more  effectually 
■*■    venting  difaffecled  and  evil-minded  Perfons  defiroying  the  Credit   and  < '. 
of  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,   and  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  l>y  the  late  I 
of  this  State,   to  the  Houfe  of  Allembly   lor  Concurrence. 
Ordered, 
That   Mr.    Fell  and    Mr.    Cooper,   be    a   Committee  to  join  a  Committee  of  the 
Houle  of  Aflembly  to  fettle  the  Accounts   of  Inch  of  the  Member!    ol    iL    1 
lature  as  have  purchafed   Cloathing   for  the  Continental  Army;  and  that 
Condicl  do  acquaint  the  I  Ionic  of  Aflembly  therewith. 

The  Bill  lent  down  by  the  Council,  entitled,   An  Act  for  m  'unify  pt 

ing  difaffecled  and  evil-minded  Perfons  defiroying  the  Credit  and  drcul  the 

Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  ixc.  was  read,   and  ordered  a  lecun  !  Readil 

11  A  Memorial 
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A  Memorial  was  prefented  from  Captain  'Jacob  Dunn,  praying  an  Allowance 
for  Pay  and  Expences  in  railing  a  Company  of  Minute-men  in  Colonel  Steivert's 
Battalion,  agreeable  to  a  Refolution  of  the  late  Provincial  Convention  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  publick  Accounts. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  e mpoiver  certain  Pet fons  to  take  in  Protections,  &c. 
was  read  the  iecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queflion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

On  Motion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  Clerks  and  other  Perfons  named  in  the  Dedimus  Potejlatem  in  the  re- 
fpective  Counties  where  it  may  be  neceflary,  do  forthwith  go  through  their  Coun- 
ty and  call  on  the  Judges  and  Juftices  appointed  in  fuch  Counties,  and  qualify 
them,  or  iuch  of  them  as  are  willing  to  qualify,  and  make  Return  of  the  Names 
of  iuch  as  do  qualify,  and  of  thofe  who  refufe. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,   February  n,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Henry  Garrit/e,  Efq.  one  of  the  Reprefentatives  for  the  County  of  Effex,  ap- 
pearing in  the  Houfe  purfuant  to  a  Notification  from  the  Speaker,  and  inform- 
ing the  Houfe  that  he  has  taken  Protection  from  Lord  and  General  Hoive,  or 
under  their  Authority,  and  figned  the  Declaration,  and  that  he  defired  Leave  to 
refign  his  Seat  in  the  Houfe ;  whereupon  the  Houfe,  having  taken  the  fame  into 
Consideration,  do  refolve,  That  no  Member  having  taken  iuch  Protection  is  en- 
titled to  a  Seat  in  this  Houfe,  and  therefore  do  vacate  Mr.  Garritjes  Seat  therein. 
Refolved, 

That  this  Houfe  will  direct  an  Order  for  electing  a  Member  for  the  faid  County 
of  EJfex,  in  the  Room  of  Mr.  Garrit/e,  as  foon  as  a  Law  is  pafTed  prefcribing  the 
Mode  of  Election. 

The  Engrofled  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  e mpoiver  certain  Perfons  ivithin  the  State 
of  New-Jeriey  to  take  in  Protections,  &c.  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queflion, 
Rejoined, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Mickle  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council  for  their 
Concurrence. 

Mr.  Coxe,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Bill,  entitled,  An 
Act  to  prevent  Defertionfrom  the  Army,  &c.  reported  the  fame  with  feveral  Amend- 
ments ;  which  being  read,  with  the  faid  Amendments  in  their  Places  j  on  the 
Queflion, 

Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  more  effectually  preventing  difaffeCled  and  evil-minded 
Perfons  deflroying  the  Credit  and  Circulation  of  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  &c. 
was  read  the  third  Time  ;  on  the  Queflion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 
Ordered, 

That 
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That  Mr.  Bqffet  and  Mr.  Eldridge  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  acquai 

them  that  it  has  palled  this  Iloule. 

Mr.  Price  reported,  that  Mr.   Mickle  and   himfelf  delivered  the  Bill   to   tl 
entrufted  to  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council. 

Mr.  BiijJ'ct  reported,  that  Mr.  Eldridge  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  to  tl 
entrufted  to  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Petition  from  fundry  Perfbns  confined  in  the  State  Prifbn  in  Philadelpi 

praying  to  be  brought  into  this  State  for  Trial,  was  read  a  fecond  Time, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  Governor  and  Council. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  At. 
The  Houie  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  prohibit  the  counterfeiting  or  forging  the  Ticket, 
the  United  States  Lottery,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An   Act  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Provifions,  and  other 
Articles  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  fecond  Time;   on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

The  Engroffed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  forging  the 
Tickets  of  the  United  States  Lottery ,  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Whether  the  fame  do  pafs  ?  It  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  as  follows  : 

Yeas.  Yeas.  Ye  Nays. 

Mr.  Baud,  Mr.  Drown,  Mr.  Baff'et,  Matt, 

Mr.  C.i"ip,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Wetherby,  Mr.  Mickle, 

Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  Mehilm,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr. 

Mr.  Moores,  Mr.  Coxc,  Mr.  Hatbornc,  Mr.  Buck, 

Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Newbold,  Mr.  Eldridge, 

Mr.  IVoodbull,  Mr.  Soniers,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  Shaffer,  Mr.  Price, 

Rcjblved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Wetherby  and  Mr.  Camp  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council  for 
Concurrence. 

Mr.  Wetherby  reported,  that  Mr.  Camp  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  with  them 
entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

H  ednefclay,    February  12,    IJJ7- 

The  Houfe  met. 
The  Engrofled  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl   to  prohibit   the  Exportation  of  Provifions, 
and  other  Articles  therein  mentioned,  was  read  and  compared ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refohted, 
That  the  lame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehclm  and  Mr.  IVoodhull  do  cany  the  Bill  to  the  Council   for  their 
Concurrence. 

[ft 
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;.  reported,  that  Mr.  Woodhull  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 

The  i);iil     entitled,  An  Act  to  obviate  Doubts   'with   Refpecl   to  the  Authority  of 
n ■..-,'  was  read  a   fecond  Time,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Price 
Mr.  Mott. 
Whereas  this  Houfe  have  a  Right,  by  the  Constitution,  to  fit  upon  their  own 
Adjournments, 
Rejbhied,    . 
That  if  any  Bill  be  under  their  Consideration  and  unfinished  at  the  Time  of  an 
Adjournment  for  any  Space  more  than  from  Day  to  Day,  the  Houle   when   met 
upon  fuch    Adjournment  again,  may  negative    all   the   Proceedings    relative  to 
fuch  Bill,  and  take  up  the  fubjeel  Matter  thereof  by  bringing  in  a  new  Bill,  if 
moved  for,  and  Leave  given. 

On  Motion, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Mott,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Support  of  Government,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
Mr.  Price,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Act  for  Support  of  Government  of  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  to  com- 
mence the  twenty-feventh  Day  of  Auguft  1776,  and  to  end 'the  fecond  Tuefday  in 
October  1777  ;  and  to  di) charge  the  publick  Debts  and  contingent  Charges  thereof  ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  EngroiTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad  to  prevent  Defertions  from  the  Army  of  the 
I  rnited  States  of  America,  and  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  and 
compared  ;  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  fame  do  pafs  ?  It  was  carried  in  the 
Affirmative  as  follows  : 

Yeas.  Yeas.  Yeas.  Nays. 

Mr   Board,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Wetherby,  Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr   Camp,  Mr.  Mebclm,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Mott, 

Mr    Manning,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Mickle, 

Mr.  Moores,  Mr.  Newbold,  Mr.  Buck,  Mr.  Hathorne. 

Mr!  Drake,  Mr.  Somers,  Mr.  Eldridge, 

Mr.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Price,  Mr,  Speaker. 

Mr.  Shaffer,  Mr.  Bajfet, 

Rejblved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Bo-wen  and  Mr.  Newbold  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Councd  for   their 

Concurrence. 

Mr.  Bow  en  reported,    that  Mr.  Newbold  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 

the  Houfe. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

Ordered  Council-Chamber,  Feb.  12,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Scudder  do  carry   the   Bill,  entitled,  An   A&  to  prevent  the   coun- 
terfeiting or  forging  the  Tickets  of  the  United  States  Lottery,  to  the  Houfe  of 
AfTembiy,   and  defire  their  Concurrence  in  the  Amendments  thereto  annexed. 

Whereupon  the  faid  Bill  being  read,  with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places  ;  on 

the  QuelVion,  the  Houfe  agrees  to  the  faid  Amendments  ; 

^  Ordered, 
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Ordered, 
Tliat  the  15 ill  as  amended  be  re-engrofied. 
On  Motion, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Price,   Mr.  Coxt  and  Mr.  Holmes,  he  a  Committee  to  confer   with  the 
Governor  concerning  the  lending  for  the  Prifoners  at  Fredt  r'u   'Town  in  Ma 
and  fettle  the  Wages  and  Terms  on  which  the  Guard  is  to  go,  foe.  and  w 
Report  to  the  Houle. 

Tlie  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,    February  13,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting 

The  Houle  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  AC 

The  Houle  met. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  lYoodhull,  be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  in   a  Conference   respecting  the  fending   for  the   Prifoners 

confined  at  Frederick-Totvn  in  Maryland,  and  conveying  them  into  this  State  tor 
Trial  ;  and  that  Mr.  t/Lebelm  and  Mr.  Hithorne  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire 
they  will  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpole,  with  lime  and  IMacc  ot 
.Meeting. 

Mr.  Mehelm,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Bill   fen: 
the  Council,  entitled,  An  Act  to  obviate  Doubts  ivitb  Re/peel  to  the  Authority 
Counfellors,   reported    the    lame    with   leveral    Amendments  ;   whereupon    the  ! 

Bill  being  read,  with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places  ;  on  the  Qu<  (lion,  Whether 
the  Houle  agrees  thereto  or  not  ?  It  palled  in  the  Affirmative,  as  tollows  : 


Yeas. 

Yeas. 

"i  1  as. 

N.r 

Mr.  Board, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  B, iffet, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Camp, 

Mr.  Mebetm, 

Mr.  Wetberby, 

Mr.  Mott, 

Mr.  M 

Mr.  Coxe, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Harris, 

Mr.  Moorcs, 

Mr.  Nezvbold, 

Mr.  Hat  borne, 

Mr.  Buck, 

Mr.  Drake, 

Mr.  Somen, 

Mr.  1'idri,'.    . 

Mr.  Wood  bull, 

Mr.  Price, 

Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  Shaffer, 

Mr.  Micklc, 

Rejblved, 

That  the  lame 

do  pafs. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Hithorne  and  Mr. 

M  helm 

do  carry  the 

Bill 

with  the  Amendments 

thereto  annexed 

to  the  Council, 

and 

defire  their  Concurrence  therein. 

The  Bill  rc-cngrolled  with  the  Council's  Amendments,   entitled,    An  A  9  to  pre- 
vent  the  Counterfeiting  or  forging  the  Tickets  of  the  United  States  Lottery,  was  read 
and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolvi  d. 
That  the  lame  do   pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Hatborne  and  Mr.  Mehelm  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council. 
On  Motion, 
Ordered, 

s  Thai 
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That  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mv.'Woodhull  and  Mr.  Camp,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  regulating  the  imprcfling  of  Horfes,  Carriages,  and  other  nc- 
<  diaries  for  the  Ufc  of  the  Army  within  this  State. 

Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Hathorne  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Orders  of 
the  Houfe. 

There  being  Bufinefs  of  great  Importance  before  the  Houfe,  and  feveral  Mem- 
bers being  abfent ; 
Re/blved, 
That   the   Sergeant   at  Arms   do  forthwith  caufe  John  Combs,  Reoloff  Vandike, 
Jacob  Bogavt,  Peter  Zabrijkie  and  "John  Covenhoven,  Efquires,  to  give  their  imme- 
diate Attendance  on  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Houfe. 

A  Mefiage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  'Feb.  13,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Elmer  and  Mr.  Hand  be  a  Committee  to  meet  a  Committee  of  the 
Houle  of  Affembly  in  a  Conference   refpecling  the  fending  for  the  Pnfoners 
confined  at  Frederick-Town  in  Maryland,  and  conveying  them  into   this   State  for 
Trial  ;  and  that  the  faid  Committees  meet  at  the  Houle  of  Mr.   Kinuard  To-mor- 
row Morning  at  eight  o'Clock. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Condicl  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  therewith. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   February  14,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Samuel  Henry,  fetting  forth,  that  he  was,  by  the 
late  Convention,  confined  to  his  Farm  and  within  two  Miles  around  it,  and 
praying  to  be  permitted  to  go  about  to  tranfact  his  Bufinefs,  &c.  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Samuel  Tucker,  Efq.  appeared  before  the  Houfe  agreeable  to  Order,  and  was 
examined  refpecling  the  Lofs  of  the  publick  Money  that  was  in  his  Hands. 
Handle  Mitchcl  alfb  appearing  as  a  Witneis,  was  examined  on  Oath  touching  the 

lame. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 
Samuel  Abbot  appeared  in  the  Houfe  according  to  Order,  and  was  examined  as 
a  Witneis  on  his  Affirmation,  being  one  of  the  People  called  Quakers,  touching 
what  he  knew  relpecling  the  Lofs  of  the  publick  Money  which  was  in  the  Hands 
of  Samuel  Tucker,  Efq.   (For  the  Affidavits  fee  Page  68,  &cj 
A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Paterfon. 
Ordered  Council-Chamber,   Feb.  14,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Paterfon  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  obviate  Doubts  with 
RefpeSi  to  the  Authprity  of  Counfellors,  with  the  Amendments  thereto  annexed, 
to  the  Honfc  of  Aflembly,  and  acquaint  them  that  this  Houfe  agrees  to  the  firfl 
and  fecond  of  the  laid  Amendments  ;  and  as  to  the  third  and  laft  of  the  faid 
Amendments  the  Houle  does  not  agree  thereto,  but  in  that  Part  adheres  to  their 
Bill. 

Which  Mefiage  being  read,  and  the  Queftion  put,  Whether  this  Houfe  will 
recede  from  the  laid  third  and  laft  Amendments  ?  It  puffed  in  the  Negative. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Baft  and  Mr.  NetvboU  do  carry  the   laid  Bill   to  the   Council, 
acquaint  them  that  this  Houfe  do  adhere  to  all  the  Amendments  made  thereto  by 
this  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  rcfolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the  wnole  Houfe  on  the  Evidence 

offered  by  Samuel  Tucker,  Elq.  refpe&ing  the  Lois  of  the  publick  Money  thai 

in  his  Care;    and,     after   fome  Time   fpent  therein,   Mi.   Speaker  relumed    the 

Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  the  Committee 

had  made  fome  Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and  defired   Leave  to   lit 
again  ;   to  which  the  Houle  agreed. 

Mr.  Neivbold  reported,  that  Mr.  Baffct  and  himfelf  delivered  the   Bill  to  them 
entrulted  to  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Houle  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   February  15,    1777. 

The  Houle  met. 
A  Petition  was  prefented  from  John  Johnjlon  and  'Jonathan  Deare,  Efquires, 
fetting  forth,  that  they  were  with  others  appointed  by  the  late  Act  of  Aflembly, 
Signers  of  the  £.  1 25,000  emitted  by  faid  Act  to  be  let  out  on  Loan;  chat 
they  conceive  the  Commilhons  allowed  to  the  Signers  is  inadequate  to  the  Sei 
&c.  and  praying  a  juft  Allowance  for  the  Services  performed  j  which  was  n  ', 
and  ordered   a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Petition  of  Richard  Brown  and  Company,  praying  an  Exemption  forfift 
Men  from  Service  in  the  Militia,  to  be  employed  in  curving  on  the  Whale  Fill 
from   this  State,  was  read  a  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queition,   Whether  the   Huiilc 
will  grant  the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  !  It  was  carried  in  the   Negative. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  or. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houle  met,  And 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  fat. 

The  Lloufe  adjourned  till  Monday  Ten  o'Clock. 

Monday,    February   ij,    lyjj. 

The  Houfe  met. 
A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Jejfe  Hart  and  others,   praying   the   Encourage- 
ment of  the  Legillaturc  in  erecting  a  Salt-Works,  c/r.   in  this  State*  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houle  on  the  P.ill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  after  loine  Time  (pent 
therein,  Mr.  Speaker  relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported,  that  they  had  made  fome  further  Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to 
them  referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  lit  again  ;   to  which  the  Houle  agreed. 

Two  MelTages  from  His  Excellency   by  Mr.  Secretary  Pitta,  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen, 

XT  having  been  the  confLmt  Practice  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  to  rurnifh 
A  the  Governor,   from  Day  to   Day,   with   a  Copy   of  the  Minute, 

cccdmgs, 
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ceedings,  I  could  wifh  the  Cuftom  was  continued  ;  as  the  Governor  could  doubt- 
Ids  be  the  better  enabled  to  difcharge  his  Duty  to  the  Publick  for  knowing  what 
Uuli'.iels   v.  as    depending  before  the  Houie. 

Raddonjuld,  Feb.  17,   1777-  WIL-  LIVINGSTON. 

Gentlemen, 

AS  an  accurate  Map  of  this  State,  with  the  Delineation  of  the  different  Coun- 
ties, Townlhips,  Diitricts,  Roads  and  Rivers,  would  doubtlefs  be  of  publick 
Utility,  I  lubmit  it  to  your  Confideration  to  provide  for  making  an  actual  Sur- 
vey of  it  (except  a:  to  luch  Parts  as  can  be  protracted  from  Surveys  already 
m;idc,  which  being  the  Cafe  of  great  Part,  will  confiderably  leffen  the  Expeuce 
of  the  Chart  propofed. 

Iladdmfeld,  Feb.  17,   1777-  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  Meffages  were  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houle  met. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Camp,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
repeal  Part  of  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  A&for  the  raifing  of  four  Battalions. 

His  Excellency's  Meffage  of  this  Morning,  defiring  that  the  Houfe  would  fur- 
nilh  him  from  Day  to  Day  with  a  Copy  of  the  Minutes,  was  read  the  fecond 
Time, 

Ordered, 

That  his  Requcft  be  complied  with. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Evi- 
dence offered  by  Samuel  Tucker,  Efq.  reflecting  the  Lofs  of  the  publick  Money 
that  was  in  his  Hands  ;  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  rufum- 
ed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris  reported  from  the  Committee,  that  they  had  come 
to  two  Refolutions,   which,  with  Leave  of  the  Houfe  he  reported  as  follows  : 

1.  Refolved, 

That  the  Affidavit  of  the  faid  Samuel  Tucker,  Efq.  and  alfo  thofe  of  Randle 
Mitchel  and  Samuel  Abbott,  relative  to  the  Lois  of  faid  Money,  be  entered  on  the 
Journals  of  this  Houfe. 

2.  Refolved, 

That  the  Publick  be  cautioned  by  Advertifement  in  the  publick  News-Papers 
againft  taking  any  of   laid  Money. 

And  that  the  Committee  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

SAMUEL  TUCKER,  Efq.  one  of  the  late  Treafurers  of  the  Provincial  Congrefs 
of  the  Colony  of  New-Jerfy,  being  duly  fwom  on  the  Holy  Evangelifts  of 
Almighty  God,  depofeth  and  faith,  That  on  being  informed  the  Britifh  Army 
under  General  Howe  was  on  their  March  through  this  Province,  and  that  their 
Dcfj^n  was  to  be  at  Trenton,  where  the  Deponent  lives,  thought  it  moft  prudent 
to  remove  all  his  Papers,  with  fome  of  his  moft  valuable  Effects,  out  or Trenton, 
together  with  the  unfigned  publick  Money  ;  that  he  did  accordingly,  on  or  about 
the  30th  Day  of  November  1776,  remove  all  his  Bonds,  Deeds,  Books  of  Accounts, 
together  with  thofe  belonging  to  Anderfon  and  others  Eftates,  in  his  Hands  as 
arf  Executor,  with  all  his  Plate,  his  and  his  Wife's  Cloaths,  with  fundry  other 
valuable  Effects,  one  Horfe  and  Pheaton,  fome  Maryland  and  Ne-w-ferjey  Loan- 
Office  Money,  to  the  Houfe  of  Mr.  John  Abbott,  about  five  Miles  from  Trenton, 
in  the  County  of  Burlington,  with  about  £.  5818:16:3  unfigned  Congrefs 
Money,    under  the  Care  of  John  and  Samuel  Abbott  ;  that  General  Howe  and  his 

Army 
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Army  arrived  at  Trenton  on  Sunday  the  8th  of  j  laft  pufl  ;  tl 

the  oth  December  one  Lieutenant  //  ■,  with  a  Deta<  ament 

by  order  or'  Lieutenant-Colonel   Robert   Abcrcromby,  came   to  I 

John   Abbott,  in  Company  with  Mrs.   .!/.;>;;■   Pointing,  an   Inhabitant 

as  this  Deponent  is  informed  and  verily  believe 

Mr.  Abb  it's  the  Property  of  this  Deponent,  with  th  fc  in  Trufl   in  his   I 

together  with  the  unGgned  publick  Money,  and  carried  the  fame  to  the  II 

of  Mr.  Rtindlc  Mitchell  and  (hewed  the  Money  to  Mr,  Mitchel  as  this 

believes  and  is  informed,  afterwards  carried  the  fame  or  Part  thereol  to  Pi 

and  from  thence  to  Neiv-Brut  :it  i-  info; 

believes  his  Effects  or  Part  thereof  now  remains,  ab  Part  of   the  CI  laths  and  Li 

was  lent  Home,  and  his  Wile's  Watch  delivered  her  !,\  Lieutenant- 

crontby  \  that  this  Deponent  left  Trenton  the  8th  .'  laft,  and 

the  figned  publick  Money,  amounting  to  £.  1504  =  4:0  with 

in  Truft  in  hU  Hands  as  an  Executor  ;  that   he   paid   the    publick  Mr. 

Treafurer  Smith  ;  that  he  lodged  the  other  Money   in  fuch  feci 

in  his  Power,  none  of  which  his  been   loll  as  tl  onent   beli 

Saturday  the  14th  December  on  hearing  that  1 1  i s  Wife  and  I  amity  was  in  1 

diftrefled  Condition  with Sicknefs,  and  that  his  Wile  fent  him  Word  !■ 

would   return  Home,  he  let  off  Home  ;  that  about   one    Mile 

Bridge  he  was   met   by  John  Leonard,  Anthony   Woodward,  and    1 

believes  upwards  of  twenty,  on  Horfeback;  L  pre  fen  1 

Deponent's  Bread,  laid  he  bad  General  //.  >rder  to  take  the   I  nt   Pri- 

foner,  and  tiled  him  with  very  ill  Language]  detained  him  till  Mr.  Robert  J 

his  Parole  the  Deponent  lhould  remain  on  Ins  Farm  until  thej 
ther  Oi  lers ;  remained  at  Mr.  Pear/bn's' until  ordered  Home   K  one 
a  Hefftan  Lieutenant  on  Monday]  that  he  applied  for  .1  P  >n,  whi 

ed  by  Colonel  Rail  the  17th    December  lalt  ;    that  he   then   enqul 
per-,  found  Part  left  in  Colonel  Abercromiy's  Lodgings  in  Pi 
received  a  Part  found  by  one  Mr.  J.e/j/er  and  carried  to  Phil  1  ;  that  he 

fince  fent  a  Letter  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Abcrcromby,  which  was  delivered  b 
Neice  Eliz  ibeth  G.  White,  requesting  he  would   return  his  Property  and    I 
particularly  thofc  belonging  to  Ander/bn's  and  others  Eftates  in  'fruit  in  the  1 
nent's   Hands,   and  got  for  Anl'wer,  that  they  could    not  be  delivered   with    ; 
pricty  until  they  knew  the  Part  the  Deponent  would  take  or  ad  ;  among   the 
pers  already  received  by  the   Deponent,   not  one  reining  to  any  or   th     I  I 

Truft  as  he  remembers  or  believes,  this  Deponent  having  good  Grounds  to  K 
that  Mrs.   Mary  Pointing  had  informed  the  Briti/h  Officers  that  the  D  ;■■ 
Goods,  jyc.  was  at  John  Abbott's  ;   and  hearing   that  one   John  1 

them   from   Mr.   Ifaac  Pearjbn's,    was    informed    by  Jolly*   V> 
Queftions  they  alked  him  was,  Did   he  know  the  Way  to  John  ■  - 

fwered  he  did  ;  they  then  prefled  him  along  to  (how  the  W 
fan's  to  Mr.  Abbott's  ;  and  that,  Mrs.  Jolly  i.         .    I  the  Deponent, 
laid  to  her  Hufband,  as  he  informed  her,    .  .  I  ;  irther  faith  not. 

Sworn  before  me  this  l\th~)  ..  t*     -  ...... 

,,  ,  J     S-  Samuel  1 

February  1777,  *> 

Ephraim  Harris. 
T)  ANDLK  MITCHEL  being  examined,  depofeth  «nd  faith,  that 
■^  cromby  with  500  Men   as    was   laid,  came  to  his  H  h  oi 

December  laft,  and  ltaid  there  till  the  Sfltui  ,  and  he  thinks 

cither  Tuefday  or  JVednefday  after  they  firlfcame,  fbme  '  in  the  Room  wher 

was  (hewed  him •ibme  Letters  directed  to  Mr.  Tucker;  he  alked  them  where  they 
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got  the  Letters  ?  They  told  him  they  had  Information  of  Mr.  Tuckers  Goods, 
and  that  they  were  concealed  in  Trenton  ;  that  the  fame  Evening  he  was  called 
into  Colonel  Abcrcrombys  Room,  who  afked  him  if  he  knew  one  Samuel  Tucker  ? 
he  anfwered  he  did  ;  the  Colonel  then  afked  him  about  the  Character  and  Sitiw 
ation  of  Mr.  Tucker,  and  whether  he  was  not  a  violent  Rebel  ?  he  anfwered  that 
Mr.  Tucker  was  a  Man  of  Character  and  confiderable  Fortune  as  he  underftood  ; 
that  he  was  a  Member  of  the  Provincial  Congrefs,  and  had  been  Prefident  there- 
of;  that  he  had  formerly  been  Sheriff  of  Hunterdon  County,  and  a  Member  of 
Affembly,  but  believed  he  had  never  been  a  violent  Rebel,  for  he  underftood 
he,  Mr.  Tucker,  had  been  the  chief  Caufe  of  the  laft  Claufe  being  inserted  in 
the  Conftitution  of  Neiv-Jerfey.  The  Colonel  then  fhewed  him  a  fquare  black 
Trunk,  with  a  great  Number  of  Papers  and  Parchment  Deeds,  and  laid  he  mull 
have  been  a  Man  of  confiderable  Confequence  ;  that  they  afked  him  to  look  at 
fome  of  the  Deeds,  <&c.  he  told  them  there  was  no  Ufe  in  his  looking  at  them  ; 
they  then  pointed  at  a  large  Parcel  of  printed  Paper  on  the  Floor,  and  told  him 
to  look  what  a  fine  Parcel  of  Money  they  had  got  ;  it  appeared  to  this  Depooent 
to  be  about  a  Ream  of  Paper  ;  they  then  took  up  fome  half  Sheets  and  counted 
how  much  a  Sheet  amounted  to  ;  he  thinks  they  contained  £.  20  :  2:0  each ;  they 
then  gave  him  fome  of  the  Money  and  defired  him  to  look  at  it,  which  he  did, 
and  found  it  figned  by  only  two  Signers,  and  did  not  know  it  ought  to  be  hgned 
by  more  ;  they  afked  him  what  he  would  give  for  it,  he  faid  he  would  not  give 
any  Thing  for  it,  and  looked  on  it  not  worth  any  Thing  ;  he  afked  what  they 
intended  to  do  with  Mr.  Tuckers  Papers  and  Money  ?  the  Colonel  anfwered  he 
would  pack  them  in  the  Trunk  again  and  fend  them  to  General  Hoive  ;  he  then 
left  the  Room  and  heard  no  more  of  it,  but  feen  the  Officers  reading  Letters 
directed  to  Mr.  Tucker,  and  further  faith  not. 

S-worn  the  14th  Day  of  February  1777,?  Randle  Mitchel. 

before  me   Ephraim  Harris.  3 

AMUEL  ABBOTT,  one  of  the  People  called  Quakers,  being  duly  affirmed, 
faith,  that  about  ten  Days  before  the  Enemy  came  to  Trenton,  Samuel  Tucker, 
Efq.  came  to  his  Houfe  and  brought  with  him  fundry  Chefts  and  Boxes  ;  that 
among  them  was  the  Box  of  his  Pheaton,  in  which  faid  Tucker  informed  him  was 
the  publick  Money,  which  was  put  in  his  Lodging  Room  in  the  upper  Part  of 
the  Houfe  ;  that  it  remained  there  till  the  Day  after  the  Enemy  came  to  Trenton  ; 
that  on  that  Day  about  twelve  o'Clock  one  Lieutenant  Hackf/jaiv,  with  about 
twenty  Soldiers  came  to  his  Houfe  and  enquired  for  Mr.  Tuckers  Goods  (at  which 
Time  Mrs.  Pointing  was  there  with  a  Waggon  to  bring  off  fome  Goods  fhe  had 
at  the  Affirmant's  Houfe  j)  that  they  prefTed  his  Waggon  and  therein  carried  off 
from  his  Houfe  all  the  Goods  Mr.  Tucker  had  there,  except  one  Cheft  belonging 
to  Mr.  Tuckers  Negro  ;  that  Mr.  Tucker  came  to  the  Affirmant's  Houfe  afterwards 
and  inquired  for  his  Goods  and  found  only  the  Negro's  Cheft  left ;  that  the 
Enemy  alfo  took  a  Pheaton  and  one  Horfe  which  he  had  in  keeping  for  Mr. 
Tucker,  and  further  faith  not. 

Affirmed  the  14th  Day  of  February   1777O  Samuel  Abbott> 

before  me  Ephraim  Harris.  3 

Mr.  Coxe,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Ac!  to  repeal  the  eighth  Seclion  of  an  Acl,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the 
raifing  of  four  Battalions  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Petition  of  Jeffe  Hart  and  others,  praying  the  Encouragement  of  the  Le- 
giflature  in  erecting  a  Salt- Works  in  this  State,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the 
Queftion, 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, 
That  they  have  Leave   to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Purpofe  mentioned  in  their 
Petition. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An   Act   to   repeal  the  eighth  Seel  ion  of  an  A  /,   entitled,    .In 
h&.for  the  raifing  of  four  Battalions,  was  read  the  fecond  Tune  ;  on  the  CHieUion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  lame  be  engrofled. 

The  Petitions  of  Robert  Smith,  Efq.  and  others,  Signers  of  the  Loan-OlTice 
Money,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  and,  on  the  Queltioa,  Whether  they  be  al- 
lowed for  their  Services  any  more  than  is  directed  by  the  Act  of  Ailembly?  It 
palled  in  the  Negative. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tuefc/ay,    February    18,    f  777- 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  repeal  the-  eighth  Seclion  of  an  A.l,  entit- 
led, An  Act  for  the  raiftng  of  four  Battalions,  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the 
Queftion, 

Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Drake  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council  for  Con- 
currence. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Bill  for 
better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that 
the  Committee  had  made  fome  further  Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to  them  referred, 
and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met,  And 

Refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Bill  for  better  regu- 
lating the  Militia;  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  made  fome  further  Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to  them  referred,  ami  defired 
Leave  to  fit  again  ;   to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

Refolved) 

That  Ifaac  Collins  be  Printer  to  this  State,  and  that  he  forthwith  print  600 
Copies  of  the  Laws  palfed  the  laft  Sittings  of  Alfembly,  and  that  the  fame  be 
fent  to  the  different  Counties  in  the  like  Proportion  that  the  Journals  of  the  late 
Convention  were  diftributed. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

IVednefday,   February  19,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  MefTagc  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  as  follows  : 

(.'.  i:tle>neti} 
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Gentlemen, 

AS  icveral  PcHbns  who  had  entered  into  Bond  to  the  Ufe  of  this  State  for  their 
good  Behaviour,  and  to  keep  within  the  Limits  therein  mentioned,  and  not 
to  give  any  Alfdtance  to,  or  cany  on  any  Correfpondence  with,  the  Enemy,  have 
lince  departed  this  State,  and  thereby  forfeited  their  refpeclive  Bonds :  And  it 
being  impracticable  in  Actions  commenced  on  thole  Bonds  to  ferve  the  Procefs 
on  the  Perions  of  the  Obligors  ;  nor,  as  the  Law  now  ftands,  to  attach  their 
Eftates  :  I  would  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe  to  pafs  an  Act  enabling 
the  Attorney-General  to  file  Declarations  againfl  them  on  their  refpeclive  Bonds, 
and  the  lame  being  advertifed  in  the  publick  Papers,  a  reafonable  Time  be  allow- 
ed them  to  enter  their  Appearances  and  plead  to  fuch  Declarations  ;  and  on  fuch 
Plea  being  put  in,  that  a  Trial  be  had  after  due  Notice  given  in  like  Manner 
of  the  Time  and  Place;  but  on  Failure  of  entering  their  Appearances  and  putting 
in  their  Plea,  that  the  Court  be  authorized  to  pafs  Judgment  againft  them  by 
Default  (as  if  mefne  Procefs  had  been  regularly  ferved  upon  them,  or  they  had 
duly  appeared  to  the  Suit)  and  Execution  be  awarded  againft  and  levied  upon 
their  Eftates  and  Effects  within  our  Dominion,  that  the  State  may  not  be  defraud- 
ed of  its  jurt  Debts  by  their  Departure  out  of  it,  that  being  the  very  Offence  by 
which  the  Forfeiture  accrued. 

Haddonfield,  Feb.  19,  1777,  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Bill  for 
better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that 
they  had  gone  through  the  faid  Bill  and  made  feveral  Amendments  thereto,  which 

was  ready  to  report  whenever  the  Houfe  would  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame; 
Ordered, 

That  the  Report  be  made  in  the  Afternoon. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pet  tit. 

Gentlemen, 

IT  is  reprefented  to  me  by  Colonel  Shreve  that  our  Troops  fuffer  much  at  Bur- 
lington  for  Want  of  proper  Regulations,  having  neither  Commiffary  nor  Bar- 
rack-Mafter,  and  recommends  Mr.  Ellis  Wright,  who,  he  informs  me,  has  acted 
as  Commiffary  to  great  Satisfaaion,  to  be  appointed  Deputy-Commiffary  for  that 
Place  ;  and  Jqfeph  Hollin/Jjead,  Efq.  for  Barrack-Mafter,  the  Barracks  he  repre- 
fents  as  wanting  fome  (mall  Repairs  ;  and  that  there  ought  to  be  a  Provifion  of 
Straw  and  Wood  for  the   Troops. 

Iluhlonf.eld,  Feb.    19,   i777-  WIL-  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  Meffage  having  been  read  and  confidered, 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr.  Drake  do  wait  on  His  Excellency,  and  in  anfwer  to 
faid  Meffage,  inform  him,  that  as  Colonel  Shreve 's  Regiment  will  probably  con- 
tinue but  a  fhort  Time  at  Burlington,  it  will  be  improper  for  this  Hotife  to  go 
into  the  Appointment  of  a  Commiffary,  and  more  efpecially  as  they  think  it  is 
the  Right  of  the  Commiffary-General,  to  whom  they  would  direct  Colonel  Shreve 
to  apply,  if  he  finds  his  Continuance  at  that  Place  mould  make  it  neceffary: 
That  Barrack-Mailers  have  been  appointed  by  the    Convention  ;  and  that  they 
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are   informed    it  is    the   Bufmefs    of  the   Quarter-Mailer  to  furnilh  Wood   and 
Straw. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Elmer. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Feb.  10,    1777. 

/_TAHAT  Mr.  Elmer  do  acquaint  the  Houle  of  Aliembly  that  the   Bill,  entitled, 
-*■    An  Act  to  repeal  the  eighth  Sett  ion   of  an  Act,  entitled,  An  Acl  for   the  rat/tug 
of  four  Battalions,  is  palled  by  this  Houle  without  any  Amendment. 

Mr.  Harris,  according  to  Order,  reported  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Mi- 
litia, with  the  leveral  Amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houle  ;  which  being  read  with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places, 
Ordered, 

That  the  lame  be  again  read  and  debated  To-morrow. 

The  Houle  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Cloclc. 

Thursday,   February   20,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen, 

SEVERAL  of  our  Bridges,  particularly  that  of  PenJJjaukin,  and  the  new  Bridge 
near  Mount  holly,  want,  as  I  am  informed,  to  be  repaired;  the  Number  of  Troops 
and  of  (.'ittle  conlfantly  paffing,  render  it  at  this  Time  more  peculiarly  inconve- 
nient, as  well  as  of  dangerous  Tendency,  to  be  obliged  to  take  a  tedious,  circuitous 
Rout  ;  I  would  therefore  fubmit  the  Matter  to  your  Confideration,  as  I  apprehend 
the  Laws  now  in  Force  reflecting  Bridges,  are  inadequate  to  the  prefent  Exigency. 
Haddonfeld,  Feb.  20,    1  7 7  7 .  Wl L.  LI VINGSTON. 

Which  Meffage  being  read, 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Tollman  and  Mr.  Vandike,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  Bill  for  repairing  fuch  Bridges  as  have  been  lately  taken  up  to  pre- 
vent the  Enemy's  March  through  this  State. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Feb.  20,    1777. 

npHAT  Mr.  Symmes  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  that  the  Bill,  entitled, 
A    An  Ad  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Provifions  and  other  Articles  therein  men- 
tioned, is  paffed  this  Houfe  without  any  Amendment. 

Mr.  Camp,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,   An  Act  to  regulate   the   impreffing  Carriages,  Horfes,    and  other  NcceJJancs 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Army  -within  this  State  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond 
Reading. 

Mr.  Manning,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,   An  Act  for  delaying  the  Jinking   the    rcfpeclivc  Quotas   of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Tax  collected  and  collecting,    and  applying  the  fame  towards furnijhnig    Magazine*    of 
Arms  and  warlike  Stores  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Conditl. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamb, r,    Feb.   20,     17- 

npHAT  Mr.  Conditl  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,   An  Act  for  regulating  Eletluns, 
x    to  the  Houfe  of  Aliembly,  and  dellre  their  Concurrence  therein. 

U  Which 
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Which  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Houfe  being  informed  that  Thomas  Denny,  Efq.  has  a  Quantity  of  Cloath- 
ing  in  his  Hands,  and  that  Colonel  Shrews  Battalion  now  at  Burlington  arc  not 
all  furniihed ; 

Refolded, 

That  Mr.  Denny  deliver  what  Cloathing  may  be  neceffary  for  the  faid  Troops 
at  Burlington  to  the  Commanding  Officer  there,  and  take  his  Receipt  for  the 
fame. 

According  to  Order  Mr.  Harris,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  made 
report  of  the  Bill  for  better  regulating  the  Militia,  together  with  the  Amend- 
ments made  to  the  fame  ;  whereupon  the  Bill  was  read  Paragraph  by  Paragraph, 
with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places  ;  and  the  Bill  being  further  amended  in  the 
Houie,  the  fame  as  amended  was  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  engrofled. 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   February  21 ,    J 7 77- 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill  for  Support  of  Government,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  where- 
upon the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  faid 
Bill  5  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  they  had  made  fome 
Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again ;  to  which 
the  Houie  agreed. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen, 

CONCEIVING  it  a  Matter  of  publick  Utility  for  the  Legiflatures  of  each  of 
the  United  States  to  have  the  fpeedieft  Accefs  to  the  Laws  pafTed  by  the  reft, 
as  their  Circumftances  are  in  a  great  Meafure  fimilar,  and  many  ufeful  Hints 
might  by  thofe  Means  be  mutually  fuggefted,  as  well  as  all  neceffary  Uniformity 
obierved,  I  fubmit  to  your  Honourable  Houfe  the  Propriety  of  applying  to  each 
of  our  Sifter  States  to  be  furniihed  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  End 
of  every  Seflion,  with  a  Copy  of  the  Acts  paffed  by  them  during  that  Seflion, 
engaging  in  Return  to  provide  them  with  an  Imprelfion  of  ours  in  like  Manner. 
Haddonfield,  Feb.  21,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting  :  Being  returned, 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houie  met, 
And  the  Speaker  took   the  Chair. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Bill 
for  Support  of  Government ;  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that 
the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  faid  Bill,  and  had  come  to  feveral  Relolu- 
tions,  which  he  was  ready  to  report  whenever  the  Houfe  would  pleafe  to  receive 

the  fame ; 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, 
That  the  Report  be  made  To-morrow  Morning. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   February  22,    1777* 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  MelTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  as  follows : 

Gentlemen, 

ENERAL  Putnam  acquaints  me,  that  among  other  Articles  taken  from 
Stocktons  Party,  there  were  fixty-three  excellent  Mufkets,  which  are  now  in 
the  Hands  of  our  Militia,  and  that  (with  General  JVaJJjingtons  Permiilion)  he 
would  adviie  that  they  be  purchased  by  this  State  for  their  Ule  :  As  we  are  in 
Want  of  Arms,  I  could  wiih  that  Meafures  were  immediately  adopted  to  make 
them  the  Property  of  this  State — I  could  alfo  wilh  that  Major  Dehart  was  re- 
folved  without  Delay  reflecting  the  Arms  purchaied  by  him. 

I  tranfmit  to  you  a  Letter  from  George  Meafam,  Efq.  CommifTary  for  Cloathing 
for  the  northern  Army  ;  with  a  Return  of  Cloathing  for  the  regular  Troops  of  the 
United  States  at  Ticonderoga,  and  the  Ports  depending  thereon,  to  enable  this  State 
feafbnably  to  provide  the  Cloathing  of  our  Troops  to  be  ordered  to  the  northern 
Department,  and  to  regulate  the  fame  with  regard  to  Numbers,  agreeable  to  the 
faid  Return. 

Haddonjield,  Feb.  22,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

According  to  Order  Mr.  Harris,  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  re- 
ported the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  for  Support  of  Government, 
as  follows  : 

1.  Rcjbhcd, 

That  in  and  by  the  faid  Bill,  when  pafTcd  into  a  Law,  there  be  paid  to  His 
Excellency  William  Livingston,  Efq.  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  this 
State,  at  the  Rate  of  Six  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum  ;  to  commence  the  27  th 
Day  of  Augujl  1776,    and  to  end  the  fecond  Tuefday  of  Oclober  1777. 

2.  To  the  Chief-Juftice  of  this  State  for  the  Time  being,  at  the  Rate  of  Three 
Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum. 

3.  To  the  Second  Juftice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  for  the  Time  being, 
at  the  Rate  of  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds  per  Annum. 

4.  To  the  Third  Juftice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  for  the  Time  being, 
at  the  Rate  of  Two  Hundred  Pounds  per  Annum. 

5.  To  the  Attorney-General  of  this  State  for  the  Time  being,  at  the  Rate  of 
Forty  Pounds  per  Annum. 

6.  To  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  for  the  Time  being,  at  the  Rate  of  Fighty 
Pounds  per  Annum. 

7.  To  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuits  for  the  Time  being,  at  the  Rate  of  Fifty  Pounds 
per  Annum. 

8.  To  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  for  the  Time  being,  the  Sum  of  Fourteen  Shil- 
lings per  Diem  ;  and  alfo  the  Sum  of  Four-pence  per  Sheet,  reckoning  ninety 
Words  to  the  Sheet,  for  entering  the  Minutes  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  Joint- 
Meeting,  fair  in  the  Journals  ;  and  at  the  fame  Rate  for  a  Copy  thereof  for 
the  Printer. 

9.  To  the  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflcmbly  for  the  Time  being,  the  Sum  of 
Fourteen  Shillings  per  Diem;    and  alfo  Four-pence   per  Sheet,   reckoning  ninety 

Words 
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Words  to  the  Sheet,  for  entering  the  Votes  or  Minutes  of  the  Houfe  fair  in  the 
journals  ;  and  at  the  fame  Rate  for  a  Copy  thereof,  and  of  the  Laws,  for  the 
Printer. 

10.  Tb  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Council  the  Sum  of  Five  Shillings  per  Diem. 

ii.  To  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  of  the  Affembly,  the  Sum  of  Three  Shillings 
per  Diem  ;  and  to  the  Doorkeeper  the  Sum  of  Five  Shillings  per  Diem. 

12.  To  any  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  attending  Circuit  Courts 
and  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  &c.  if  but  one  attends,  the  Sum  of  Ten 
Founds  for  each  Time  he  fhall  attend  ;  and,  if  two  or  more  of  the  faid  Juftices  at- 
tend, the  Sum  of  Five  Founds  to  each  of  them  who  fhall  attend,  in  Manner  pre- 
fcribed  by  laid  Act,  &c. 

13.  To  each  of  the  Delegates  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be  appointed, 
the  Sum  of  Tiventy  Shillings  a  Day  for  his  Attendance  in  Congrefs. 

14.  To  each  of  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  Time  they  attended  at 
the  former  Sittings  at  Princeton  and  Burlington,  Eight  Shillings  per  Diem  ;  and 
for  the  Time  they  Jhall  attend  at  this  or  any  Sitting  of  Affembly  during  the  Con- 
tinuance of  faid  Act,   the  Sum  of  Ten  Shillings   a  Day. 

15.  To  the  Treafurer  the  Sum  of  Six-pence  per  Pound  for  exchanging  ragged 
and  torn  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State. 

16.  To  Ifaac  Collins,  or  any  other  Printer,  for  printing  the  Laws  and  Votes,  or 
Minutes  of  the  Council,  Affembly  and  Joint-Meetings,  fuch  Sum  or  Sums  as 
John  Hart,  Robert  Friend  Price,  Peter  Tallman,  Jofeph  Neivbold  and  Jofeph 
Holmes,  Elquires,  or  any  two  of  them,  fhall  certify  under  their  Hands  as  due 
for  the  fame. 

17.  To  the  Speaker  and  each  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  for 
their  Attendance  at  the  former  Sittings  at  Princeton  and  Burlington,  Eight'Shillings 
a  Day ;  and  for  their  Attendance  at  this  or  any  future  Sitting  during  the  Continuance 
of  faid  Ad,  Ten  Shillings  a  Day,  on  Certificates  figned  by  John  Hart,  John  Combs, 
Peter  Tallman,  Charles  Coxe,  Jofeph  Holmes,  John  Buck,  Jacob  Drake  and  Robert 
Friend  Price,  Efquires,  or  any  two  of  them  : 

On  the  Queftion,  Whether   the  Houfe  agrees  to  the  faid  Refolutions  of  the 
Committee  ?  It  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative. 
Ordered, 
That  the  Bill  for  Support  of  Government  as  reported  and  agreed  to  be  engrofTed^ 

The  Engroffed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad  for  better  regulating  the  Militia,  was  read 
and  compared  ;  and,  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  fame  do  pafs  or  not  ?  It 
was  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  as  follows  : 


Yeas.  Yeas.                                       Nays. 

Mr.  Board,  Mr.  Newbold,                             Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Camp,  Mr.  Price,                                  Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Buffet,                                 Mr.  Mott, 

Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  Wetberby,                            Mr.  Mehelm, 

Mr.  Moores,  Mr.  Harris,                                 Mr.  Somers, 

Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Shaffer,                               Mr.  Mickle, 

Mr.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Bowen,                                Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Vandike,  Mr.  Hat  home,                           Mr.  Buck. 

Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Eldridge, 

Mr.  Tallman,  Mr,  Speaker. 

Refolved, 

That  the  Bill  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tallman  and  Mr.  Coxe  do  carry  the  fame  to  the  Council  for  theii 

Concurrence. 

The 
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The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,   /'.  .U. 

The  Houle  met.  m 

On  Motion, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Sowers  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  Sale  of  the  Prize  Bri- 
gantine  Defiance,  now  lying  at  Gteat-Egg-Harbour  ;  whereupon  be  brought  in.  a 
Bill  accordingly,  entitled,  An  Adfc  to  empower  the  Mar/hal  of  the  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty tojecure  and  Jell  the  Prize  Veffel  or  Brigantine  called  the  Defiance,  lately  taken 
by  the  Militia  of  this  State  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  delaying  the  finking  the  refpeSTwe  Quotas  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  Tax,   ike.  and   applying    the  fame   towards  f'urm/hn:       M     aziius, 
was  read  the  lecond  Time,  and   committed   to   Mr.   Mehelm,   Mr.  Tollman,  Mr. 
Brown,  and  Mr.  Somen. 

The  Petition  of  Samuel  Henry,  a  Prifoner  confined  on  Parole  by  Order  of  ("(in- 
vention, praying,  for  Reafons  therein  let  forth,   to  have  his  Liberty    to   tranlact 
his  Bulinefs,  c  v.  was  read  the  lecond  Time  ; 
Ordered, 

That  the  lame  be  referred  to  the  Governor  and  Council. 

His  Excellency's  MefTage  of  this  Day  being  read  the  lecond  Time  and  confidercd, 
Refohued, 

That  Thomas  Denny,  Efq.  do  purchafe  the  Arms  now  in  the  Hands  of  the 
Militia,  lately  taken  from  Stocktons  Party  ;  and  that  Dr.  William  Burnet  do  pur- 
chase the  Arms  Major  Dehart  has  to  dilpofe  of,  for  the  Ule  of  the  State  ;  and 
are  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Trealurer  for  fuch  Sums  as  may  be  Wanted  for  the 
Purpoles  ;  that  the  Arms  to  be  purchafed  of  Major  Dehart  be  for  the  Ule  of  the 
firlt  Battalion;  and  that  Dr.  Burnet  take  a  Receipt  of  the  Commanding  Oi. 
of  the  find  Battalion  for  the  faid  Arms. 

The  Houfe  adjourned,  till  Monday  next  Ten  o'Clock. 

Monday,    February  24,    1777* 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  regulating  Elections,  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houle  ;  whereupon  the  Houle  refold- 
ed itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houle  on  the  laid  Bill  ;  and,  after  Ionic 
Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  they  had  made  lome  Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to 
them  referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  lit  again  ;  to  which   the  Houle  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till   Three,   P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  Houfe  rclblved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  \hc  Bill  for 
regulating  Elections ;  and,  after  lome  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  they  had 
mule  lbme  further  Progrels  in  the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and  dclircd  Leave  to 
fit  again  ;   to  which  the  Houle  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 
Tuefday,    February  25,    17; 


The  Houfe  met. 

W  Mr, 
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Mr.  Dick,  purfuant  to  Leave  given,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to 
empower  the  Inhabitants  of  Lower-Penn's-Neck,  in  the  County  of  Salem,  to  rebuild 
and  kSep  in  Repair  the  Bridge  and  Caufeivay  in  the  Road  leading  from  Stony-Ifland, 
through  the  Townjhip  of  Manington,  to  the  Salem  great  Road;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The   Engrofled    Bill  for  Support  of  Government  of  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  to 
commence  the  twenty -feventh  Day  of  Auguft  1776,  and  to  end  the  fecond  Tuefday  in 
October  1777  ;  and  to  dij charge  the  pub  lick  Debts  and  contingent  Charges  thereof ; 
was  read  and  compared ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Vandikc,  Mr.  Wetherby,  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Somers  do  carry 
the  laid  Bill  to  the  Council  and  defire  their  Concurrence  thereto. 

The  Bill     entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  Defert ions  from  the  Army   of  the  United 
American  States,  &c.  with  the  Amendments  made  thereto   by  the  Council,  in 
their  Places,  was  read  the  fecond  Time ;  on  the   Queftion,  Whether  the  Houfe 
agrees  to  the  laid  Amendments  ?  It  pafled  in  the  Affirmative. 
Ordered, 

That  the  laid  Bill  as  amended  be  re-engrofled. 

Mr.  Combs  reported,  that  Mr.  Vandikc,  Mr.  Wetherby,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Somers  and 
himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of  the  Houfe. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  empower  the  Marfhal  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to 
feeure  and  fell  the  Prize  Veffel  or  Brigantine  called  the  Defiance,  lately  taken  by  the 
Militia  of  this  State,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  meet  a  Committee  of  the  Council  to  agree  with 
Captain  Lavis,  refpecling  the  Prifoners  at  Frederick  in  Maryland,  made  the  follow- 
ing Report : 

THE  Committee  appointed  by  the  Council  and  Affembly  to  agree  with  Captain 
Lavis  to  bring  the  Prifoners  belonging  to  this  State  from  Frederick  in  Mary- 
land, report,  that  they  have  agreed  with  Captain  Lavis  to  bring  the  faid  Prifon- 
ers for  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-four  Pounds  Sixteen  Shillings,  the  State 
reimburfing  all  neceffary  Expences  faid  Captain  is  at  with  the  Prifoners  in  the 
Journey  from  Frederick  to  Salem, 

February  25,   1777.  Signed  in  Behalf  of  the  Commit tees^ 

Tiieopuilus  Elmer, 
Robert  Friend  Price. 

Refolvedy 
That  Captain  Lavis  be  empowered  to  draw  from  the  Treafury  of  this  State  the 
above  Sum  of  £.  184  :  16,  on  His  Excellency  the  Governor's  Certificate  of  his  hav- 
ing performed  the  faid  Service. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Bill 
for  regulating  Elections  ;  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker 
relumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that 
they  had  made  fome  further  Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and  defir- 
ed  Leave  to  fit  again  j  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

The 
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The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

frednefday,   February  26,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Bill 
for  regulating  Elections  ;  and,  after  fome  Time  (pent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  rc- 
fumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Combs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that 
the  Committee  had  gone  through  the  laid  Bill,  and  made  fevcral  Amendments 
thereto,  which  he  was  ready  to  report  whenever  the  Houfe  would  pleafc  to  receive 
the  fame  ; 
Ordered, 

That  the  Report  be  made  To-morrow  Morning. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  empower  the  Inhabitants  of  Lower-Pcnn's-Neck, 
in  the  County  of  Salem,  to  rebuild  and  keep  in  Repair  the  Bridge  and  Caufeixniy  in  the 
Road  leading  from  Stony-Illand,  &C  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Quellion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Re-engroffed  Bill,  with  the  Council's  Amendments,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  pre- 
vent Dejcrtions  from  the   Army  of  the  United  States  of  America,  &c.  was  read  and 
compared  ;  on  the  Quellion, 
Refolded, 
That  the  fame  do  pals. 

Ordet . 
That  Mr.  Buck  and  Mr.  Neivbold  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council. 

The  Engroffed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad  to  empoiver  the  inhabitants  of  Lower-Venn  s- 
Neck,  in  the  County  of  Salem,  to  rebuild  and  keep  in  Repair  the  Bridge  and  Caufcwaj 
in  the  Road  leading  from  Stony-Ifland,  &c.  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the 
Qucftion, 

Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.   Mehelm   and  Mr.  Dick  do  carry   the  Bill   to   the  Council  for  their 
Concurrence. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  the  County  Committee  of  Suffex,  praying  an 
Allowance  for  fundry  Expcnces  in  taking  up  and  examining  a  Number  of  dif- 
affccled  Perlbns  in  laid  County  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Dick  and  himfclf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  IVetherby,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in  a 
Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  Infolvent  Debtors;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Buck  reported,  that  Mr.  Xeivhold  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  with  them 
entrusted  to  the  Vice-Prefidenl  in  Council. 

The   Petition  of  Captain  Job  Sheppard,     prefented   laft    Sitting   at  Hurling: 
was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;    on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  laid  Petition  lie  on  the  Table. 

The 
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The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'clock. 

Thurfday,   February  27 ,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Combs,  according  to  Order,  reported  the  Bill  for  regulating  Elections,  with 
the  Amendments   made  thereto  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  ;  and   the 
faid  Bill  being  read,  with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places, 
Ordered, 

That  the  further  Confideration  thereof  be  deferred  till  the  Afternoon. 

•  Mr.  Woodhull,  being  fick,  has  Leave  of  Abfence. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  two  Letters  from  the  Honourable  John 
Hancock,  Efq.  Prefident  of  the  Continental  Congrefs,  with  fundry  Refolves  of 
Congrefs,  and  the  Declaration  of  Independency  ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  entered,  and  are  as  follow  : 

(Circular) 

Gentlemen,  Baltimore,  Jan.  31,   1777. 

AS  there  is  not  a  more  diftinguifhed  Event  in  the  Hiftory  of  America,  than 
the  Declaration  of  her  Independence — nor  any,  that,  in  all  Probability,  will 
lb  much  excite  the  Attention  of  future  Ages,  it  is  highly  proper,  that  the  Me- 
mory of  that  Tranfaction,  together  with  the  Caufes  that  gave  Rife  to  it,  fhould 
be  preferved  in  the  molt  careful  Manner  that  can  be  devifed. 

I  am  therefore  commanded  by  Congrefs  to  tranfmit  you  the  enclofed  Copy 
of  the  Act  of  Independence,  with  the  Lift  of  the  feveral  Members  of  Congrefs 
lubicribed  thereto  ;  and  to  requeft  that  you  will  caufe  the  fame  to  be  put  upon 
Record,  that  it  may  henceforth  form  a  Part  of  the  Archives  of  your  State,  and 
remain  a  lafting  Teftimony  of  your  Approbation  of  that  neceffary  and  important 
Meafure.     I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

your  mojl  obedient  and 

very  humble  Servant, 
John  Hancock,  Prefident. 

Honourable  Affembly  of  the  State  of  Neiv-Jerfey. 

In    CONGRESS,  July  4,  1776. 
The  Unanimous  DECLARATION  of  the  Thirteen  United  States 

of  AMERICA. 

WHEN,  in  the  Courfe  of  human  Events,  it  becomes  neceffary  for  one  Peo- 
ple to  diffolve  the  political  Bands  which  have  connected  them  with  ano- 
ther, and  to  affume,  among  the  Powers  of  the  Earth,  the  feparate  and  equal 
Station  to  which  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  of  Nature's  God  entitle  them,  a  decent 
Relpect  to  the  Opinions  of  Mankind  requires  that  they  fhould  declare  the  Caufe* 
which  impel  them  to  the  Separation. 

We 
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We  hold  thefe  Truths  to  he  (elf-evident,  that  all  Men  are  created  equal,  that 
they  are  endowed,  hy  their  Creator,  with    certain  unalienable   Ri  that 

among   thefe  are  Life,  Liberty,  and  the   Purfuit  of  Happinefs. — That   to 
thefe  Rights,  Governments  are  inftituted  among  Men,    d  riving  their  jufl  1'owers 
from  the  Content  of  the  Governed,  that  whenever  any   Form   oi 
becomes  dellruclive  of  thefe  Ends,  it  is  the  Right  of  the  People  to  alte 
limit,   and  to  inflitute  new  Government,   laying   its  Foundation   on    fuch    Prin- 
ciples, and  organizing  its  Powers  in  fuch  Form,  as  to  them  (hall  feem  molt  like- 
ly to  effect  their  Safety  and  Happinefs.     Prudence,  indeed,  will  dictate,  that  Go- 
vernments long  eflablifhed,  fhould  not  be  changed  tor  light  and  tranGent  '  ; 
and  accordingly  all  Experience  hath  fhewn,  that  Mankind  are  more  difpofed  to 
fatter,  while  Evils  are  fuflerable,  than  to  right  themfelves  by  aboliihing  the  Forms 
tt>  which   they  are  accuftomed.     lint  when  a  long  Train  of  Abufes  and  Ufui 
tions,   purfuing  invariably  the  fame  Object,  evinces  a  Defign  to  reduce  them   un- 
der abfblute  Defpotilm,   it  is  their  Right,   it  is  their  Duty,  to  throw  off  fuch  Go- 
vernment, and  to  provide  new  Guards  for  their  future  Security.     Such  h 
the   patient  Sufferance  of  thefe  Colonies  ;  and  fuch  is  now  the  Neceflity  wh 
confirains    them  to   alter   their  former  Syflems  or  Government.     The  Hiflory  of 
the  prefent  King  of  Great- Britain  is  a  Hiflory  of  repeated   Injui                           Ra- 
tions,  all  having  in  direct  Object  the  Fltablilhmcnt  of  an  ablolute    I  5                vet 
thele  States.     To  prove  this  let  Facts  be  l'ubmitted  to  a  candid   World. 

He  has  refilled  his  Allent  to  Laws,  the  mofl  wholefbme  and  necefTary  fcr 
publick  Good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  Governors  to  pafs  Laws  of  immediate  and  pr  Im- 

portance, unlets  impended  in  their  Operation  till  his  Allent  mould  be  obtained  ; 
and  when  fo   fufpeneleel,  he  has  utterly  neglected  to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refilled  to  pals  other  Laws   for  the  Accommodation  of  large  Diflr 
of  Peop'e,  unlefs  thole  People  would  relinquifh  the  Right   of  Reprefentation  in 
the  Legiilature,   a  Right  ineilimable  to  them,   and  formidable  to  Tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  Legiflative  Bodies  at  Places  unu.'ual,  uncomfortable,  and 
diflant  from  the  Depofitary  of  their  publick  Records,  for  the  folc  Purj  fati- 

guing them  into  Compliance  with  his  Mcafures. 

He  has  dilTolvcd  Reprefentative  Houlcs  repeatedly,  for  oppofing  with  manly 
Firmnefs  his  fnvafions  on  the  Rights  of  the  People-. 

He  has  rcfufed  for  a  long  Time  after  fuch  Diffolutions,  to  caufe  others  to  be 
elected,  whereby  the  Legiflative  Powers,  incapable  of  Annihilation,  have  return- 
ed to  the  People  at  large  for  their  exercife  ;  the  State  remaining,  in  the  mean 
Time,   expofed  to  all  the  Dangers  of  Invafion  from  without,  and  Convulfions  within. 

lie  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  Population  of  thefe  States  ;    for  that  Purpofe 
obflructing  the  Laws  for  Naturalization  of  Foreigners;  refilling  to  | 
encourage  their  Migrations  hither,  and  railing  the  Conditions  of  new  .'  ria- 

tions  of  Lands. 

He  has  obftructed  the  Adminiflration  of  JmTice,  by  refuGo  \i1ent  t 

for  eftablifhing  Judiciary  Powers. 

He  has  made  Judges  dependent  on  his  Will  alone,  for  the  Tenure  of  their 
Offices,  and  the  Amount  and  Payment  of  their  Salari 

H(  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  ();  .  ind  font  hither  Swarms  of  Officers 
to  harrafs  our  People,   and  eat  out  their  Subflance. 

He   has   kept    among    us,   in   Times   of  Peace,    Standing   Armies,  without   I 
Content   of  our  Legiilature-. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  Military  independent  of  and  fupi  i  the  Civil 

Power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  fubject  us  to   a  Jurifdiction  >ur 

X  '     nflitution, 
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Constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  Laws  ;  giving  his  AfTent  to  their 
Acts  of  pretended  Legislation. 

For  quartering  large  Bodies  of  armed  Troops  among  us : 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  Trial,  from  Punifhment  for  any  Murders 
which  they  fhould  commit  on  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  States  : 

For  cutting  off  our  Trade  with  all  Parts  of  the  World  : 

For  im poring  Taxes  on  us  without  our  Confent  : 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  Cafes,  of  the  Benefits  of  Trial  by  Jury  : 

For  tranfporting  us  beyond   Seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  Offences  : 

For  abolishing  the  free  Syflem  of  Engli/h  Laws  in  a  neighbouring  Province, 
eftabliShing  therein  an  arbitrary  Government,  and  enlarging  its  Boundaries,  i'o 
as  to  render  it  at  once  an  Example  and  fit  Instrument  for  introducing  the  fame 
abSblute  Rule  into  thefe  Colonies  : 

For  taking  away  our  Charters,  abolishing  our  moft  valuable  Laws,  and  altering 
fundamentally  the  Forms  of  our  Governments  : 

For  fuipending  our  own  Legislatures,  and  declaring  themtelves  invefted  with 
Power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  Cafes  whatfoever. 

He  has  abdicated  Government  here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his  Protection,  and 
waging  War  againft  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  Seas,  ravaged  our  Coafts,  burnt  our  Towns,  and  de- 
stroyed the  Lives  of  our  People. 

He  is,  at  this  Time,  tranfporting  large  Armies  of  foreign  Mercenaries  to  com- 
plete the  Works  of  Death,  Defolation  and  Tyranny,  already  begun  with  Circum- 
itances  of  Cruelty  and  Perfidy,  fcarcely  parallelled  in  the  moft  barbarous  Ages, 
and  totally  unworthy  the  Head  of  a  civilized  Nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  Fellow-Citizens,  taken  Captive  on  the  high  Seas,  to 
bear  Arms  againSl  their  Country,  to  become  the  Executioners  of  their  Friends 
and  Brethren,  or  to  fall  themtelves  by  their  Hands. 

He  has  excited  domeitick  Infurreclions  amongft  us,  and  has  endeavoured  to 
bring  on  the  Inhabitants  of  our  Frontiers,  the  mercilel's  Indian  Savages,  whole 
known  Rule  of  Warfare,  is  an  undiftinguifhed  Destruction,  of  all  Ages,  Sexes 
and  Conditions. 

In  every  Stage  of  thefe  Opprefuons  we  have  petitioned  for  Redrefs  in  the  moft 
humble  Terms :  Our  repeated  Petitions  have  been  anfwered  only  by  repeated 
Injury.  A  Prince,  whole  Character  is  thus  marked  by  every  Act  which  may  de- 
fine a  Tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  Ruler  of  a  free  People. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  Attentions  to  our  Briti/Jj  Brethren.  We 
have  warned  them,  from  Time  to  Time,  of  Attempts  by  their  Legislature  to  ex- 
tend an  unwarrantable  Jurifdiction  over  us.  We  have  reminded  them  of  the 
Circumstances  of  our  Emigration  and  Settlement  here.  We  have  appealed  to 
their  native  JuStice  and  Magnanimity,  and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the  Ties 
of  our  common  Kindred  to  difavow  thefe  Usurpations,  which  would  inevitably 
interrupt  our  Connections  and  Correfpondence.  They  too  have  been  deaf  to  the 
Voice  of  Juftice  and  of  Confanguinity.  We  muft,  therefore,  acquielce  in  the  Ne- 
ceffity,  which  denounces  our  Separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  Reft  of 
Mankind,    Enemies  in  War,   in  Peace  Friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of  the  UNITED  STATES  of  AMERICA, 
in  GENERAL  CONGRESS  Aftembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of  the 
World  for  the  Rectitude  of  our  Intentions,  do,  in  the  Name,  and  by  Au- 
thority of  the  good  People  of  thele  Colonies,  folemnly  Publish  and  Declare,  That 
thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  Right  ought  to  be,  FREE  and  INDEPEN- 
DENT STATES  ;  that  they  are  abfolved  from  all  Allegiance  to  the  Briti/b 
Crown,  and  that   all  political  Connexion  between  them   and  the  State  of  Great-, 

Britain, 
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Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be  totally  diflolved  ;  and  that  as  FREE  and  I  NT)  I  I  I 
DENT  STATES,  they  have  full  Power  to  levy  War,  conclude  Peace,  conn  i<9 
Alliances,  etVablilh  Commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  Acts  and  Tilings  which 
INDEPENDENT  STATES  may  of  Right  do.  And  for  the  Support  of  tins 
Declaration,  with  a  firm  Reliance  on  the  Proteclion  of  DIVINE  PROVIDED 
we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other  our  Lives,  our  Fortunes,  and  our  J'acred 
Honour. 

jfohn    Hancock. 


Pennsylvania, 


Georgia, 


North-Caro- 
lina, 


South-Caro- 
lina, 


Maryland, 


r  Robert  Morris, 
Benjamin  Ru/Jj, 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
John  Morton, 
George  Clymer, 
James  Smith, 
George  Taylor, 
James  WilJ'on, 

**  George  RoJ's. 


Button  Gwinnett, 
Lyman  Hall, 

George  Walton. 


£  J  Villi  am  Hooper, 
<   Jofeph  Hevues, 
^  John  Penn. 

f  Edivard    Rutledge, 
J    7 bos.  Heyivardjuur. 
Thomas  Lynch,  junr. 
C  Arthur  Middleton. 

Samuel  Chafe, 
William  Paca, 
Thomas  Stone, 
Charles    Carroll,    oj 
Carollton. 


Massachu- 
setts-Bat, 


Rhode-island 
and  Provi- 
dence, <&>'C. 

Connecticut, 
Delaware, 
New-York, 


New-Hamp- 
shire. 


Virginia, 


Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams, 
Robert  Treat  Paine, 
El  bridge  Gerry. 

Stephen  Hopkins, 
William  Ellery. 

Roger  Sherman, 
Samuel    Huntington, 
William  Williams, 

Oliver  IVokott. 

C   Cc/ar  Rodney, 
£  George  Read. 

r  William  Floyd, 
\    Philip  Living  t ton, 
'.    Francis  Leivis, 
Leivis  Morris. 


New-Jersey,     < 


Richard  Stockton, 
Jno.  Wither  J p'j'jii, 
Francis  llopkinjon, 
John  Hart, 
Abraham  Clark. 


{ 


Jofiah  Bartlctt, 
William  Whipple, 
Matthew  Thornton. 


George  Wythe, 
Richard  Henry  I  ce, 
Thomas  Jcjjerjbn, 
<    Benjamin  Harrifon, 

..:>  X.       •:.  j:nir. 

Fran.  Lightfoot  Lee, 
„  Carter  Braxton, 


In  CONGRESS,  January    18,   1777. 

Ordered, 

npHAT  an  authenticated  Copy  of  the  DECLARATION  or  INDEPENDENT  V, 

A     with  the  Names  of  the  MEMBERS  ot  CON<  IRESS,  fiibfcribing  the  fame,  be 

fent  to   each   of  the   UNITED    STATES,   and  that  thev   be  cklired   to  have    the 

fame  put  on  RECORD. 

By    Order    of  CONG  R  ESS, 
Attefl.  Cha.  Thomson,  fee.  JOHN  HANCOCK,  PrefiHent. 

Baltimore, 
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Baltimore,  Feb.  20,  1777. 
Gentlemen, 

IN  Conlequence  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  feveral  Committees  from  the  States 
of  MaJ/achuJett's-Bay,  Conneclicut,  New-Hampjljire,  and  Rbode-IJland,  being 
laid  before  Congrefs,  they  have  come  to  the  encloled  Refolves,  which  I  am  com- 
manded to  tranfmit  to  you,  together  with  thofe  Parts  of  the  Minutes  that  relate 
to  the  Price  of  Labour  and  other  Articles. 

Although  Congreis  approve  the  Meafures  adopted  by  that  Body  to  prevent  the 
Depreciation  of  their  Currency  (except  ftriking  Bills  to  bear  Intercft)  yet  they 
have  referred  to  the  Conlideration  of  the  other  States,  the  Propriety  of  regulating 
the  Prices  of  Goods,  and  at  the  fame  Time  recommend  to  them  to  devife  fuch 
Expedients  as  they  may  think  will  be  mod  likely  to  remedy  the  Evils  occa- 
fioned  by  the  exorbitant  Prices  of  Manufactures,  and  all  other  Articles  of  Trade. 
Ism  therefore  to  requeft  you  will  appoint  Commiflioners  to  meet  at  Tork-Toivn 
in  Pennfylvania,  on  the  third  Monday  in  March  next,  then  and  there  to  confer  with 
other  Commiflioners  from  the  States  of  New-York,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  on  the  Subject  of  adopting  fuch  a  Syftem  of  Regulation 
as  may  be  mod  fuitable  to  thofe  States.  I  beg  Leave  to  requeft  your  Attention 
to  the  whole  of  the  encloled  Refolves  ;   and  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

your  mojl  obedient  and 

very  humble  Servant, 
JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prefident. 
Honourable  Aflembly  of  the  State  of  New-Jerfey. 

In    CONGRESS,  Feb.  15,    1777. 
Refolved, 

THAT  confidering  the  Situation  of  the  New-Englan d  States,  Congrefs  approve 
of  the  Meafures  adopted  and  recommended  by  the  Committee  from  the  four 
New-England  States  for  the  Defence  of  the  State  of  Rhode-IJland,  and  alfo  of  the 
Meafures  to  be  taken  for  preventing  the  Depreciation  of  their  Currency,  except 
that  Part  which  recommends  the  ftriking  Bills  bearing  Intereft,  which  being  a 
Meafure  tending  to  depreciate  the  Continental  and  other  Currencies,  ought  not 
to  be  adopted  ;   and  it  is  i'o  recommended  by  Congrefs  to  the  faid  New-England 

States. 

That  the  Plan  for  regulating  the  Price  of  Labour,  of  Manufactures,  and  of 
internal  Produce  within  thofe  States,  and  of  Goods  imported  from  foreign  Parts, 
except  military  Stores,  be  referred  to  the  Confideration  of  the  other  United  States, 
and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  adopt  fuch  Meafures  as  they  fhall 
think  moft  expedient  to  remedy  the  Evils  occafioned  by  the  prefent  fluctuating 
and  exorbitant  Prices  of  the   Articles  aforefaid. 

That  for  this  Purpofe  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legiflatures,  or  in  their  Rccefs, 
to  the  executive  Powers  of  the  States  of  New-York,  New-jerfey,  Pennfyhania,  De- 
laware, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  to  appoint  Commiflioners  to  meet  at  York-Town 
in  Pennfylvama,  on  the  third  Monday  in  March  next,  to  confider  of  and  form -a 
Syftem  of  Regulation  adapted  to  thofe  States,  to  be  laid  before  the  reipective 
Legiflatures  of  each  State  for  their   Approbation. 

That  for  the  like  Purpofe  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legiflatures,  or  executive 
Powers  in  Recefs  of  the  Legiflatures  of  the  States  of  North-Carolina,  South-Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  to  appoint  Commiflioners  to  meet  at  Charles-Town,  in  South- 
Carolina,  on  the  firft  Monday  in   May  next. 

That 
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That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  feveral  Start  .  to  tak<  the 
molt  effectual  Meafures  for  manning  tlie  Continental  Frigates  fitted  lor  the  Sea  iu 
their  relpective  States. 

That  it  be  carneftly  recommended  to  the  United  States  to  avoid  as  far  as  pot 
fible  further  Emiflions  of  Paper  Money,  and  to  take  the  molt  effectual  Meafures 
for  fpeedily  drawing  in  and  finking  their  Paper  Currency  already  emitted. 

That  Inch  Parts  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  laid  Committees  as  relate  to  the  Price 
of  Labour  and  other  Things  be  publiihed  and  tranlmitted  to  the  other  States, 
together  with  thele  Relblutions. 

By  Order  of  Congrefst 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prefidcnt, 

Refolvcdy 
That  John  Mehclm,  Efq.  be  directed  to  deliver  the  Stockings  by  him  purchaied 
for  the  Continental  Army,  to   Mr.   Sidney  Berry,  for  the   Ule  of  Colonel  Potter'i 
Regiment. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Camp,  Mr.  Moores,  and  Mr.   Bogart,  be  a   Committee  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  prevent  Cattle  from  running  at  Large,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,    February  28,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  Relief  of  Infolvent  Debtors,  was   read   the 
fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queltion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  the  Secretary. 
Mr,  Speaker, 

HIS  Excellency  is  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  defires  the   Attendance  of  this 
Houfe  ; 

Whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Chair,  and,  with  the  Houfe,  waited  on 
His  Excellency;  and  being  returned,  Mr.  Speaker  relumed  the  Chair,  and  report- 
ed, that  the  Houle  had  waited  on  His  Excellency,  who  was  pleaied  to  make  a 
Speech  to  the  Council  and  General  Allemby,  of  which  Mr.  Speaker  laid  he  hail, 
to  prevent  Miftakes,  obtained  a  Copy,  which  by  Order  of  the  Houle  was  read,  and 
is  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen, 

HAYING  already  laid  before  the  Aflembly,  by  Mcflages,  the  feveral  Matters 
that  have  occurred  to  me,  as  more  particularly  demanding  their  Attention, 
during  the  prefent  SetTion  ;  it  may  lecm  lels  neceilary  to  addrefs  yon,  in  the  more 
ceremonious  Form  of  a  Speech.  But  conceiving  it  my  Duty  to  the  State,  to 
deliver  my  Sentiments  on  the  prefent  Situation  of  Affairs  ;  and  the  eventful  Con- 
teft  between  Great-Britain  and  America;  which  could  not,  with  any  Propriety, 
be  conveyed  in  oecahonal  Meflagcs  ;  )ou  will  ezcufe  my  giving  you  the  Trouble 
of  attending  for  that  Purpolc. 

After  deploring  with  you  the  Defolation  fpread  through  Part  of  this  State,  by 
an  unrelenting  Enemy,  who  have  indeed  marked  their  Progrefs,  with  a  Devaluation 
unknown  to  civilized  Nations  ;  and  evincive  of  the  molt  implacable  Vengeance  ; 
1  heartily  congratulate  you  on  that  fubfequeot  Scries  of  SucccK  wherewith  it  hath 

Y  plcafed 
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pleafed  the  Almighty  to  crown  the  American  Arms  ;  and  particularly  on  the  im- 
portant Enterprise  againfl  the  Enemy  at  Trenton  ;  and  the  fignal  Victory  obtained 
over  them  at  Princeton,  by  the  gallant  Troops  under  the  Command  of  His  Excel- 
lency General  Wafting  ton. 

Coniidering  the  contemptible  Figure  they  make  at  prefent  ;  and  the  Difgufl 
they  have  given  to  many  of  their  own  Confederates  amongfl  us,  by  their  more 
than  Gothic  Ravages  ;  (for  thus  doth  the  Great  Difpoler  of  Events  often  deduce 
good  out  of  Evil)  their  Irruption  into  our  Dominion,  will  probably  redound  to 
the  publick  Benefit.  It  has  certainly  enabled  us  the  more  effectually  to  diflinguilh 
our  Friends  from  our  Fmemies.  It  has  winnowed  the  Chaff  from  the  Grain.  It 
has  difcriminated  the  temporizing  Politician,  who  on  the  firft  Appearance  of 
Danger,  was  determined  to  lecure  his  Idol — Property,  at  the  Hazard  of  the  gene- 
ral Weal ;  from  the  perfevering  Patriot,  who  having  embarked  his  All  in  the 
common  Caufe,  choofes  rather  to  rifque,  rather  to  lofe  that  All  for  the  Pre- 
servation of  the  more  eftimable  Treafure  Liberty  ;  than  to  poffefs  it  (enjoy 
it  he  could  not)  upon  the  ignominious  Terms  of  tamely  refigning  his  Country 
and  Poflerity  to  perpetual  Servitude  It  has,  in  a  Word,  opened  the  Eyes 
of  thofe,  who  were  made  to  believe,  that  their  impious  Merit  in  abetting 
our  Persecutors,  would  exempt  them  from  being  involved  in  the  common 
Calamity.  But  as  the  Rapacity  of  the  Enemy  was  boundlefs  ;  their  Rapine  was 
indifcriminate,  and  their  Barbarity  unparallelled.  They  have  plundered  Friends 
and  Foes.  Effects  capable  of  Diviiion  they  have  divided.  Such  as  were  not,  they 
have  deftroyed.  They  have  warred  upon  decripid  Age  ;  warred  upon  defencelefs 
Youth.  They  have  committed  Hoflilities  againfl  the  ProfeiTors  of  Literature  ; 
and  the  Miniflers  of  Religion :  Againfl  publick  Records  and  private  Miniments  ; 
and  Books  of  Improvement;  and  Papers  of  Curiofity  ;  and  againfl  the  Arts  and 
Sciences.  They  have  butchered  the  wounded  afking  for  Quarter ;  mangled  the 
dyinp'  weltering  in  their  Blood;  refufed  to  the  Dead  the  Rites  of  Sepulture; 
fuffered  Prifbners  to  perifh  for  Want  of  Suftenance  ;  violated  the  Chaflity  of  Wo- 
men ;  disfigured  private  Dwellings  of  Tafle  and  Elegance  ;  and  in  the  Rage  of 
Impiety  and  Barbarifm,  profaned  Edifices  dedicated  to  Almighty  God.- 

And  yet  there  are  amongfl  us,  who,  either  from  ambitious  or  lucrative  Motive?, 
— or  intimidated  by  the  Terror  of  their  Arms  ; — or  from  a  partial  Fondnefs,for 
the  Britifh  Conftitution  ; — or  deluded  by  infidious  Propofitions  ; — are  fecretly 
abetting,  or  openly  aiding  their  Machinations  to  deprive  us  of  that  Liberty, 
without   which,  Man  is  a  Beaft,  and  Government  a  Curfe. 

Betides  the  inexprefhble  Bafenefs  of  wifhing  to  rife  on  the  Ruins  of  our  Coun- 
try ;  or  to  acquire  Riches  at  the  Expence  of  the  Liberties  and  Fortunes  of  Mil- 
lions of  our  Fellow-Citizens  ;  how  foon  would  thofe  delufive  Dreams  upon  the 
Conquefl  of  America,  be  turned  into  Difappointment  ?  For  where  is  the  Fund  to 
recompence  thofe  Retainers  to  the  Briti/Jj  Army  ;  thofe  intentional  Penfioners  of 
a  Bankrupt  Nation  ?  Was  every  Eflate  in  America  to  be  confh'cated,  and  con- 
verted into  Cafh  ;  the  Product  would  not  fatiate  the  Avidity  of  their  own  Crea- 
tures ;  nor  furnilh  an  adequate  Repafl  for  the  keen  Appetites  of  their  own  mi- 
nillerial  Beneficiaries.  Inflead  of  Gratuities  and  Promotion,  thele  unhappy  Ac- 
complices in  their  Tyranny,  would  meet  with  fupercilious  Looks,  and  cold 
Difdain ;  and  after  tedious  Attendance,  be  finally  told  by  their  haughty  Maflers, 
that  they  indeed  approved  of  the  Treafon,  but  delpifed  the  Traitor.  Iniulted, 
in  fine,  by  their  pretended  Protectors  but  real  Betrayers  ;  and  goaded  with  the 
Stings  of  their  own  Confidences,  they  would  remain  the  frightful  Monuments 
of  human  Contempt,  and  divine  Indignation,  and  linger  out  the  Refl  of  their 
Days  in  Self-Condemnation  and  Remorfe  ;  and  in  weeping  over  the  Ruins  o.  their 
Country,  which  themfelves  had  been  inflrumental  in  reducing  to  Defolation  and 
Bondage.  Others 
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Others  there  arc,  who,  terrified  at  the  Power  of  Britain,  have  perSuaded  t!  c:n- 
felves,  that  Ihe  is  not  only  formidable,  but  irreSiStible. — That  her  Power  is  great, 
is  beyond  Queftion.     That  it  is  not  to  be  defpifed,  the  Dictate  of  common  Pru- 
dence.    But  then  we  ought  alio  to  confider  her,  as  weak  in  Council,  and  gr 
ingwith  Debt:  Reduced  in  her  Trade;  reduced  in  her  Revenue  :  Immerfed  in  i 
lure;  enervated  with  Luxury;  and  in  DiSfipation  and  Venality  furpaSHng  all 
rope.     We  ought  to  confider  her  as  hated  by  a  potent  Rival  her  natui  ay  ; 

and  particularly  exafperated  at  her  imperious  Conduct  in  the  lull  War,   as  well  as 
her  provoking  Manner  ot  commencing  it:   And  thence  inflamed  with  Rclentmcnt, 
and  only  watching  a  favourable  Juncture  for  open  Hostilities.     \Vc  ought  to  1 
fuler  the  amazing  Kxpence  and  Difficulty  of  trarifporting    I  I  •  ips  and  ions 

above  three  Thoufand  Miles  ;  with  the  Impoflibility  of  recruiting  their  Army  at 
a  lels  Diltancc,  lave  only  With  inch  Recreants,  whole  confeious  Guilt,  nrraft, 
the  rirlt  Approach  ot"  Danger,  appal  the  ftouteft  Heart. — Thefe  infuperable  Ob- 
ftacles,  are  known  and  acknowledged  by  every  virtuous  and  impartial  Man  in  the 
Nation.  Even  the  Author  of  this  horrid  War,  is  incapable  of  concealing  his 
own  Confufion  and  Diitrels.  Too  great  to  be  wholly  SuppreSled,  it  frequently 
difcovers  itlelf  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Speech.  A  Speech  terrible  in  Word  ;  and 
fraught  with  Contradiction  :  Breathing  Threatenings  ;  and  betraying  Terror:  A 
motley  Mixture  or"  Magnanimity  and  Confternation  ;  of  Grandeur  and  Abale- 
ment.  With  Troops  invincible,  he  dreads  a  Defeat;  and  wants  Reinforcements. 
Victorious  in  America,  and  triumphant  on  the  Ocean,  he  is  an  humble  Dependant 
on  a  petty  Prince;  and  apprehends  an  Attack  upon  his  own  Metropolis  :  And  with 
full  Confidence  in  the  Friendihip  and  Alliance  of  France-,  lie  trembles  upon  his 
Throne,  at  her  fecret  Defigns,   and  open    Preparations. 

With  all  this,  we  ought  to  contrail:  the  numerous  and  hardy  Sons  of  America, 
enured  to  Toil  ;  Icaloned  alike  to  Heat  and  Cold  ;  hale  ;  robufl  ;  patient  of 
tigue  ;  and  from  an  ardent  Love  of  Liberty,  ready  to  face  Danger  and  Death. 
The  immenfe  Extent  of  Continent  which  our  infatuated  Enemies  hive  undertaken 
to  fubjugate.  The  remarkable  Unanimity  of  its  Inhabitants,  notwithftanding 
the  Exception  of  a  few  Apoftates  and  Deierters.  Their  unfhaken  Resolution  to 
maintain  their  Freedom,  or  perilh  in  the  Attempt.  The  Fertility  of  our  Soil,  in 
all  Kinds  of  Provisions,  neceflary  for  the  Support  ot  War.  Our  inexhaustible  in- 
ternal Refburces  for  Military  Stores  and  Naval  Armaments.  Our  comparative 
Oeconomy  in  publick  Fxpence  ;   and    the   Million-,    v.  ,   by    reprobating    the 

farther  Exchange  of   our  valuable  Staples,   for  the  worthlefs  Bawbles    and    Fin 
of  Engli/h  Manufacture.     Add  to  this,  that  in  a  Caule  fo   jut    an  I   righteous   on 
our  Part,   we   have  the  higheft    Reafbn  to    expect   the   EHeffing  of  Heaven,   u: 
our  glorious  Conflict.     For  who  can  doubt  the  Interposition  or  the  St/pri  mi  1.1 
JUST,    in    favour    of  a    People    forced    to   OCCUf   to    Arms,   in    Defence    of    t 
Thin;;-  dear  and  precious  ;   againlt  a  Natio  i  deaf  to  our  Complaints  ;    ivjoicin 
our  Mifery  ;  wantonly  aggravating  our  Oppressions  ;  determined  to  divide 
Subftance*;  and* by   Fire  ami  Sword  to  compel  us  into  Submiffion  ? 

Refpedting  the  Constitution  of   Great-Britain,  bating  certain  Prerogatives 
dangerous  Tendency,  it  has    indeed  been  applauded    by  the    bell  Judge* ;    and 
difplays  in  its  Original  Structure,  illuStrious  Proofs  of  Wifdom  ;  and  the  Km 
ledge  of  Mankind.     Put  what  avails  the  bell  ("onllitution  with  the  word  Admi- 
nistration :  For  what  is  their  prclent  Government — and  what  his  it  been  for  V 
pad,  but  a  pen  t  ,  i  •  I  Co  ifed  i  i   .    igaintt  Reafon,  and  Virtue,  and £ionour, 
Patriotifm,  and  the  Rights  of  Man  !  What  their  Governors  but  a  let  of   political 
Craftfmen  tlagicioully   confpiring  to    erect  the  Babel    Dl  .       I  the    Rui  is 

of  the  ancient  and  beautiful  Fabric  of  Law  ?  A  (hamelefs  Cabal  notoriously  em- 
ployed in  deceiving  the  Prince;  cornapting  the  Parliament ;  debdfingthc  Peopler; 

depreSl 
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deprefling  the  moft  virtuous  ;  and  exalting  the  mod  profligate  !  In  fhort,  an  in- 
fatiable  Junto  of  publick  Spoilers,  lavifhing  the  national  Wealth  ;  and   by   Pecu- 
lation and  Plunder,  daily  accumulating   a   Debt  already  enormous  ! — And  what 
the  Majority  of  their  Parliament,  formerly  the  moft  august  Affembly  in  the  World, 
but  venal  Pensioners   on  the  Crown  ;  a  perfect  Mockery  of  all  Reprefentation  ; 
and  at  the  abfolute  Devotion  of  every  Minister  \  What  were  the  Characterifticks 
of  their  Adminiflration  of  the  Provinces  ?  The  Substitution  of  Instructions  in  the 
Room  of  Law :  The  Multiplication  of  Officers  to  strengthen  the  Court-Interest ; 
Perpetually  extending  the  Prerogatives  of  the  King  ;  and  retrenching  the  Rights 
of  the  Subject :  Advancing  to  the  most  eminent  Stations,  Men   without  Educa- 
tion, and  of  diffolute  Manners  :  Employing  with  the  Peoples  Money  a  Band  of 
Emiffaries  to  mifreprefent  and  traduce  the  People.     And  (to  crown  the  System  of 
Mil-rule)  fporting  with  our  Perfons  and  Estates,  by  filling  the  highest  Seats  of 
Juftice  with  Bankrupts,  Bullies  and  Blockheads. 

From  fuch  a  Nation,  (though  all  this  we  bore,  and  mould  probably  have 
borne  for  a  Century,  had  they  not  avowedly  claimed  the  unconditional  DifpoJal 
of  Life  and  Property)  it  is  evidently  our  Duty  to  be  detached.  To  remain  happy 
or  fate  in  our  Connection  with  her,  became  thenceforth  utterly  impoflible.  She 
is,  moreover,  precipitating  her  own  Fall  ;  or  the  Age  of  Miracles  is  returned  ; 
and  Britain  a  Phenomenon  in  the  political  World  without  a  Parallel. 

The  Proclamations  to  ensnare  the  timid  and  credulous,  are  beyond  Expression 
disingenuous  and  tantalizing.  In  a  gilded  Pill,  they  conceal  real  Poifon.  They 
add  Infult  to  Injury.  After  repeated  Intimations  of  Commiffioners  to  treat  with 
America,  we  are  prefented,  instead  of  the  peaceful  Olive-Branch,  with  the  devour- 
ing Sword.  Instead  of  being  visited  by  Plenipotentiaries  to  bring  Matters  to  an 
Accommodation  ;  we  are  invaded  with  an  Army,  in  their  Opinion,  able  to  fub- 
due  us  ;  and  upon  difcovering  their  Error,  the  Terms  propounded  amount  to  this, 
"  If  you  will  fubmit  without  Resistance,  we  are  content  to  take  your  Property, 
"  and  fpare  your  Lives  ;  and  then  (the  Consummation  of  Arrogance!)  we  will 
"  oracioufly  pardon  you,  for  having  hitherto  defended  both." 

Considering  then,  their  bewildered  Councils  ;  their  blundering  Ministry  ;  their 
Want  of  Men  and  Money  ;  their  impaired  Credit,  and  declining  Commerce  ; 
their  loft  Revenues,  and  ftarving  Iflands  ;  the  Corruption  of  their  Parliament, 
with  the  Effeminacy  of  the  Nation — and  the  Succefs  of  their  Enterprize  is  againlt 
all  Probability.  Confidering  farther  the  horrid  Enormity  of  their  waging  War 
againft  their  own  Brethren,  expostulating  for  an  Audience,  complaining  of  In- 
juries, and  fupplicating  for  Redrefs  ;  and  waging  it  with  a  Ferocity  and  Venge- 
ance unknown  to  modern  Ages,  and  contrary  to  all  Laws  human  and  divine, — 
and  we  can  neither  Question  the  Juftice  of  our  Opposition,  nor  the  Assistance 
of  Heaven  to  crown  it  with  Victory. 

Let  us  however,  not  prefumptuoufiy  rely  on  the  Interposition  of  Providence 
without  exerting  thofe  Efforts,  which  it  is  our  Duty  to  exert  ;  and  which  our 
bountiful  Creator  has  enabled  us  to  exert.  Let  us  do  our  Part  to  open  the  next 
Campaign  with  redoubled  Vigour  ;  and  until  the  United  States  have  humbled 
the  Pride  of  Britain,  and  obtained  an  honourable  Peace,  cheerfully  furniih  our 
Proportion  for  continuing  the  War  :  A  War,  on  our  Side,  founded  on  the  im- 
mutable Obligation  of  Self-Defence ;  and  in  Support  of  Freedom,  of  Virtue, 
and  every  Thing  tending  to  ennoble  our  Nature,  and  render  a  People  hap- 
py. On  their  Part,  prompted  by  boundlels  Avarice  ;  and  a  Thirft  for  abfolute 
Sway  ;  and  built  on  a  Claim  repugnant  to  every  Principle  of  Reafon  and  Equity: 
A  Claim  lubverfive  of  all  Liberty,  natural,  civil,  moral,  and  religious  ;  incom- 
patible with  human  Happinefs,  and  ufurping  the  Attributes  of  Deity  j  degrad- 
ing Man,  and  blafpheming  God. 

Let 
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Let  us  all,  therefore,  of  every  Rank  and  Degree,  remember  our  plighted  Faith 
and  Honour,  to  maintain  the  Caulc  with  our  Lives  and  Fortunes.  1  I  US  in: 
ibly  perfevere  in  profecuttng  to  a  happy  Period,  what  has  been  fb  glorioufly  be- 
gun and  hitherto  io  profperoully  conducted.  And  let  thofe  in  more  diftinguifhed 
Stations,  ule  all  their  Influence  and  Authority,  to  roufc  the  lupine  ;  to  animate 
the  irrefolute  ;  to  confirm  the  wavering  ;  and  to  draw  from  his  lurkin  .  the 
(kulking  Neutral,  who,  having  toothers  the  Heat  and  Burden  of  the  Day,  means 
in  the  final  Refult,  to  reap  the  Fruits  of  that  Victory,  lor  which  he  will  not  con- 
tend. I.et  us  be  peculiarly  affiduous  in  bringing  to  condign  Puniftiment,  thole 
deteftable  Parracides,  who  have  been  openly  active  againft  their  native  Country. 
And  may  we,  in  all  our  Deliberations  and  Proceedings,  be  influenced  and  direct- 
ed by  the  great  Arbiter  of  the  fate  of  Nations,  by  whom  Empires  rife  and  tall  ; 
and  who  will  not  always  fuller,  the  Sceptre  of  the  Wicked,  to  reft  on  the  Lot  of  the 
Righteous  ;  but  in  due  Time  avenge  an  injured  People,  on  their  unfeeling  Opprcf- 
ibr,  and  his  bloody  Inftruments. 

Haddonfield  Feb.  2$*    "777-  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Ordered, 

That  His  Excellency's  Speech  have  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houle  met. 
A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary. 

Gentlemen, 

T>Y  a  Leiter  from  brigadier-General  Dickinjbn  herewith  laid  before  you,  you 
-*-'  will  be  made   acquainted   with  the  favourable   Opinion   he  entertains  of  the 

Utility  of  keeping  up  our  light  Horfe  ;  the  Military  in  general,  as  far  as  I  have 
had  Opportunity  to  collect  their  Sentiments,  think  it  expedient  for  us  to  put  them 
on  a  reipectable  Footing  ;  for  my  own  Part,  I  am  convinced,  that,  with  proper 
Provifion,  they  may  render  the  State  effcntial  Service  ;  and  therefore  think  it  my 
Duty  to  recommend  the  Matter  to  your  lerious  Confideration. 

Haddonfield,  February  28,    1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

muel  Miller,   jun.  having   produced   Receipts   for  the  Sale  of  one  Thoufand 
and  one  Pounds  of  Salt-Petre  manufactured  within  this  State  ;   and  his  Affidavit 
that  he  has  not  received  any  Part  of  the  bounty  ordered  to  be  paid   by    the  Con- 
grels  of  this  State  ; 
Refolved, 
That  the  Treafurer  pay  to  the  faid  Samuel  Milter,  Jan.  or  his   Order,  the  Sum 
of  Fifty  Pounds   One   Shilling,  as   a    Bounty,    agreeable   to   an  Ordinance   of  the 
laid  Congr 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Camp  and  Mr.  Board  wait   on   the   Council  and   defire  their   Concur- 
rence in  this   Rciblution. 

A  Meflagc  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 
Ordered,  vcil-Cha  •,   r 777. 

HpHAT  Mr.  Condicl  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  that  the  Dill,  entitled, 
-*■    .In  Ail  to  empower  the  Marfbal  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  fecure  an  I  Jell  the 
Prize  Veffel,  cxc.   is  palled  by  this  Houfe   without  any  Amendment 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in  a  Rill, 
entitled,  An  Act  to  direct  the  Mode  of  repairing  flu   B     ges  defiroyed  to  prevent  the 

Z  March 
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March  of  the  Enemy   through  this  State  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading'. 

His  Excellency's  Speech  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
Ordered, 

That  the  lame  be  printed  and  difperfed. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Captain  Jacob  Arnold,  of  Morris  County,  praying 
Pay  for  his  Company  of  light  Horfe  while  in  actual  Service  j  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   March  I,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  1,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Condicl,  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Symmes,  and  Mr.  Paterjbn, 
and  fuch  other  Members  as  choofe  to  attend,  be  a  Committee  to  meet  with 
a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  in  a  free  Conference  on  the  fubjecl 
Matter  of  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  better  regulating  the  Militia  ;  and  that 
the  Vice-Prefident  be  requefled  to  affift  in  the  faid  Conference  ;  that  the  Com- 
mittees meet  at  the  Houfe  of  Thomas  Smith,  at  three  o'Clock  this  Afternoon  ;  and 
that  Mr.  Fell  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  therewith,  and  defire  they  will 
appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe. 

Which  MefTage  being  read  and  confidered, 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Tollman,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Mchelm, 
Mr.  Bogart,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Camp  and  Mr.  Somers,  and  fuch  other  Members  as 
choofe  to  attend,  be  a  Committee  to  meet  with  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in 
a  free  Conference  on  the  fubject  Matter  of  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  better 
regulating  the  Militia  ;  and  that  the  Speaker  be  requefted  to  aflift  in  the  faid 
Conference,  and  that  Mr.  Eldridge  do  acquaint  the  Council  therewith  ;  and  that 
the  Committee  of  this  Houfe   will  attend  at  the  Time  and  Place  appointed  by 

the  Council. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met, 

And  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,   March  3,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Monmouth, 
fetting  forth,  that  the  Gaol  of  faid  County  had  been  frequently  broken,  and 
Prifoners  refcued  ;  and  praying  that  their  Magiftrates  may  be  empowered,  in  ex- 
traordinary Cafes,  to  fend  difkffected  Perfons  out  of  the  County  to  be  confined  ; 
which  was  read, 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Bogart,  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Tallman,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and 

bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Magiftrates  in  the  feveral  Counties  in  this  State  to 

order  fuch  Perfons    as    they   find  dangerous  on  Examination,  to  any  Gaol  or 

Gaols  in  the  State,  out  of  the  County  in  which  they  refide. 

Ordered, 
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Orden 
That  Mr.*Gombe,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Tollman,  Mr.  /■'/./■  ,ul  Mr.  /  ,  or 

any  three  or"  them,  be  ;i  Committee  to  join  with  ;i  Committee  of  the  Council  to 
fettle  the  Accounts  of  Richard  Smith,  Efq.  late  Treafurtr  of  this  State,  and  burn 
the  cancelled  Money  in  his  Hands,  anil  make  Report  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Boiven  and  Mr.  Manning  do  acquaint  the  Council  therewith,  and  defire  they  will 
appoint  a  Committee  tor  that  Purpofe,  with  Time  .aid  Place  of  Meeting. 

The  Petition  from  the  County  Committee  of   Suffix,   praying  an  Allowance  t  >T 
fundry  Expences  in  taking  up  and  examining  a  Number  of  dilafFecled  Perfons  in 
that  County,   was  read  the  Iecond  Time, 
Ordered, 

That  the  lame  be  referred  to  the  next  Sitting  of  Aflembly. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
A  MelTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,   March  3,    1777. 

HpHAT  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Elmer,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  aCorri- 
A  mittee  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  AlTernbly,  to  fettle  the  Accounts 
of  Richard  Smith,  Efq.  late  Treafurer  of  this  State,  and  burn  the  cancelled 
ney  in  his  Hands,  and  make  Report  of  their  Proceedings  to  this  Houfe  ;  t'i  it 
the  laid  Committees  meet  for  that  Purpofe  at  the  Houfe  of  Samuel  Kinnard, 
at  five  o'clock  this  Afternoon  ;  and  that  Mr.  Symmes  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of 
Allembly  therewith. 

A  MelTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,   March  3,    1777. 

'"pHAT  Mr.  Symmes  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  All'  mbly,   that  the  Hill,  entitled, 
-1    An  Act   to   empower   the  Inhabitants   of  Lower-Penn's-Neck,  in  t  \ty  of 

Salem,  to  rebuild  and  keep  in  Repair  the  Bridge  and  Caufeivay  in  the  Road  leading 
from  Stony-lfland,  through  She  Town/hip  of  Manington,  to  the  Salem  great  J: 
is  palled  by   this  Houle  without  any  Amendment. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

T uef day,    March  4,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
A  Memorial  was  prefentcd  by  Captain  Jonathan  I.ippincott,  fetting  forth,  that 
he  in  Auguft  Lift  was  ordered  out  with  his  Company  in  the  Militia  Service  ;  that, 
in  order  to  equip  his  Company,  he  was  obliged  to  take  a  Number  of  Arms  from 
the  Inhabitant-,  otic  of  which  was  loll,  and  another  broken,  and  praying  to  be 
paid  lor  the  lame  ;   which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  Iecond  Reading. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,   civ. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Honk:  met. 

John  Cox'cnhoven,  Efq.  one  of  the  Members  for  Monmouth,  attending  according 
to  the  Order  of  the  Houle,  was  called  in  and  heard  r«.  toe.  ting  his  being  taken 
Priioner  by  the  Tories  anil  carried  to  New-York  ;  and  it  appearing  by  Mr.  Cb- 
venboveris  own  Confeffion  that  he  had  taken  the  Oaths  of  A1U  to  the  King 

of  Great-Britain,  Sec.  and  had  given  Security  to  remain  inadtive  during  the  pre- 
sent Contett  between  Great-Britain  and  the  United  States  of  Amen 
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Refolved, 
That  Mr.  Covenhoven  has  thereby  rendered  himfelf  unfit  to  take  his  Seat  in  this 
Houfe  ;  and  that  his  Seat  be  vacated  accordingly. 
Refolded, 
That  this  Houfe  will  direct  an  Order  for  electing  a  Member  for  the  County  of 
Monmouth  in  the  Room  of  Mr.  Covenhoven,  as  foon  as  a  Law  is  paiTed  prefcribing 
the   Mode  of  Election. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Wednefday,   March  5,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Committees  of  Council  and  AiTembly  met  in  Conference  on  the  Bill  for 
better  regulating  the  Militia. 

The 


Dr. 


RICHARD  SMITH,  late  Treafurer,  in  Ac— 


September  28.    Balance  of  John  Smyth,  Efq.  late  Eaflern  Treafurer's  Account, 
1776.  fettled  by  the  Committees  of  both  Houfes, 

November  23.  Received  of  John  Holmes,  Efq.  Chairman  of  the  County  Com- 
mittee of  Monmouth,  by  the  Hands  of  Jofeph  Holmes,  Efq. 
being  Militia  Fines,  ... 

December  2.      Received  of  Governor   Livingston,  being   Part  of  the  Money 
paid  by  John  Dennis,  Efq.  late  Treafurer,  to  him  as  Briga- 
dier-General of  Militia, 
Received  of  Eli  Eldridge,  Efq.  being  the  Cape-May   Quota  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  prefent  Year, 

December  3.  Received  of  Jofeph  S?nith,  Efq.  late  Treafurer,  being  the  Ba- 
lance due  from  him,  as  fettled  by  the  Committees  of 
Council  and  Affembly,  ... 

December  8.      Received  of  Samuel  Tucker,  Efq.  late  Treafurer, 
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Ordered, 
That  Richard  Smith,  Efq.  do  pay  the  Balance  of  the  faid  Account  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Honourable  John  Stevens,  Efq.  for  the  Treafurer  ;   and  that  there- 
upon Mr.  Secretary  Pettit  do  deliver  up  Mr.  Smith's  Bond. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Tallman  do  defire  the  Concurrence   of  the  Council 

therewith. 

Mr. 
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The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfc  met. 
The  Committees  met  again  in  Conference  on  the  Militia  Bill. 

To-morrow  being  appointed  by  His  Excellency's  Proclamation  to  be  obferved 
as  a  Day  of  Farting,  Humiliation  and  Prayer,  &c.  the  Houle  adjourned  till 
Friday  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Friday,   March  7,    1777. 

The  Houfc  met. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council 
to  fettle  the  Account  of  Richard  Smith,  Efq.  late  Treafurer,  made  report  of  the 
fame,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe,   and  is  as  follows: 


count  with  the  State  of  Neiv-Jcrfey,    per  Contra  Cr. 

March  4.      By  fundry  Vouchers  from  No.  1,  to  No.  100, 
1777.  inclufive,  £.  4693  :  5 :  1 

By  fix  Months  Service  as  Treafurer,         .  125  :  o  :  o 

^.4818:    5  :  t 

Balance  due  to  the  State,  ...  4-5$  '■    $'7 
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Haddonpeld,  Mracb  4,   1777. 

HAVING  examined  the  above  Account  and  the  Vouchers  thereto,  do  find  a  Balance 
due  to  the  State  of  Neiv-Jcrfey  of  Four  Tboufand  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty-five  Pounds 
Five  Shillings  and  Seven-pence. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Committee, 

John  Fell, 
John  Combs, 
Samuel    Dick, 
Thf.opiiills  Elmer, 
Eli   Eldrioge. 


Mr.  Combs  further  reported  that  the  Committees  had  burned   the  cancelled  Mo- 
ney, amounting  to  £.  6254  :  8  :  o 

Mr.  Coxe  reported,  that  Mr.  Tall/nan  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the   Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

A  MefTagc  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  as   {pllows  : 

A  a  Cent  lent  en  % 
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Gentlemen, 

I  THINK  it  my  Duty  to  inform  yovJ  that  there  is  an  abfolute  Neceihty  for  call- 
ing out  the  Militia  of  this  State  to  join  the  Army  under  the  Command  of 
His  Excellency  General  Wafljington,  or  that  we  are  to   expect   the  mod  dreadful 
Devaluations   from  a  cruel  Enemy  ;  and  that  the  Militia  are  not  at  prefent  com- 
pellable to  turn  out  by  any  Law  of  this  State,  provided  they  pay  a  certain   Con- 
federation, in  Lieu  of  actual  Service. — What  gives  me  inexprefhble  Anxiety  is, 
that  by  the  Militia  Bill  lately  fent  up  to  the  Council,  and  now  referred  to  a  Con- 
ference,   perfonal  Service  is  again  to   be  commuted  for,    by    pecuniary    Fines, 
which  in  Times  of  actual  Invafion  (our  Cafe  at  prefent)  muit  appear  to  every  im- 
partial Man,  altogether  incompetent  and  nugatory.     You  will  therefore  excufe  me 
for  recommending  to  you,  in  the  mod  importunate  Manner,  the  paffing  a  Militia 
Law    without   Delay,    effectual    for  the  Purpofe  of  calling  into  the   Field  the 
Strength  of  this  State,  to  oppofe  the  meditated  Progrefs  of  the  Enemy.     By  effec- 
tual, I  mean  the  Exaction  of  perfonal  Service,  or  the  Delinquents  finding  another 
able-bodied  Man  in    his  Room  ;  or   the  Confequences  will    be  dreadful   beyond 
F.xpreffion.     I  am  not  infenfible,  Gentlemen,  either  of  the  publick  Detriment,  or 
private  Inconvenience,  occafioned  by  fuch  frequent  Calls  upon  a  Militia,  chiefly 
compofed  of  Men  who  fubfifl  by  Agriculture,  and  to  whom  the  Pay  allowed   is 
a  very  inadequate  Recompence  for  the  Lois  of  their  Labour  ;  but  as  they  will  pro- 
bably not  be  wanted  above  a   Month,  and  this  is  a  Seafon  of  the  Year  in  which 
they  can  beft  be  fpared  from  Home,  and  there  is  an  abfolute  Neceihty  for   aug- 
menting the  Force  now  on  Duty,  every  other  Confederation  ought  to  give  Way  to 
that  of  effectually  obstructing  the  Progrefs  of  the  Enemy  through  this  State,  ef- 
peci;illy  as  Providence  feems  now  to  have  furnilhed  us  with  a  favourable  Oppor- 
tunity of  preventing  them  from  drawing  farther  Supplies  from  the  Country,  and 
probably  of  totally  fubduing  them  before  they  can  be  farther  reinforced. 

Haddonfield,  March  7,   1777.  W I L.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Council  reflect- 
ing the  fubject  Matter  of  the  Militia  Bill,  made  the  following  Report,  viz. 

"\7~OUR  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with   a  Committee  of  the  Council  re- 
*    fpecti'ng  the  fubject  Matter  of  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  better  regulating 
the  Militia,  beg  Leave  to  report : 

1  ft.  As  it  is  highly  reafonable  that  the  Burden  of  the  publick  Service  fhould  be 
laid  as  equal  as  poffible  on  all  the  Inhabitants  ;  and  as  every  Principle  of  Jufcice 
and  civil  Society  requires  that  all  fuch  as  may  be  exempted  from  actual  Service 
in  the  Militia  fhould,  in  a  pecuniary  Way,  contribute  their  juft  Proportion  to- 
wards the  Defence  and  Preservation  of  the  Government  under  which  they  claim, 
and  are  entitled  to  receive,  Protection  :  The  Conferees  are  of  Opinion,  and  do 
accordingly  recommend,  that  fuch  Perfons  as  are  of  the  Age  of  fifty  and  upwards, 
and  are  exempted  from  military  Service  on  the  Score  of  Age  ;  and  fuch  as  are 
between  the  Ages  of  fixteen  and  fifty,  and  are  exempted  on  the  Score  of  Inabi- 
lity of  Body  ;  and  fuch  as  are  exempted  on  the  Score  of  Profefhon  or  Office, 
fhould  be  taxed  in  Lieu  of,  and  by  Way  of  Equivalent  for,  their  Exemption  ; 
the  Exempts,  taken  in  one  collective  Point  of  View,  compofe  the  moft  opulent 
Part  of  the  Community  ;  and,  during  the  prefent  interesting  Conteft,  many  of 
them  have  been  Unprofitable,  if  not  wholly  ufelefs. 

2dly.  That  on  all  Exempts  there  fhould  be  aHefTed,  befides  other  Taxes,  a  Rate 

or 
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or  Tax  to  the  fame  Amount,  and  in  the  fame  Proportion,  as  they  would  pay  in 
Inch  Year  when  the  Sum  of  £.  15,000  was  directed  to  be  raifed. 

3dly.  That  every  Perfon  exempted  as  aforciaid  from   actual  Service  in  the  Mi- 
litia, who  (hall,  at  his  own  Expence,   tit  out  any   one  or  more  Son  or  Sons  ui 
Age,  and  living  in  his  Service,  Apprentice  or  Apprentices,  Servant  or  Servants,  and 
keep  him  or  them  properly  equipped  and  accoutred  as  by  Law  is  required,  ihall,  for 
every  Son,    Apprentice  or  Servant  ib    kept  equipped    and   accoutred    a  aid, 

be  entitled  to  a  Deduction  of  one  third  Tart  of  the  (aid  Tax  ;  and  if  he  (hall  fb 
fit  out  and  keep  equipped  and  accoutred  three  or  more  Sons,  Apprentices  and  Ser- 
vants,  he  ihall  not  be  iubjecl  to  the  Payment  of  any   fuch  Tax. 

4thly.  That  the  Money  arifing  from  the  Taxation  of  Exempts  Ihall  be  depofited 
in  the  State  Treafury,  and  be  let  apart  and  appropriated  as  a  Fund  for  the  Relief 
and  Benefit  of  fuch  as  may  be  wounded,  and  of  the  Widows  and  Children  of 
Inch  as  may  die  in  the  Service  of  the  State,  in  Proportion' to  their  refpective  Ne- 
ceffities — This  found  Policy,  and  Jultice,  and  Humanity,  and  the  Faith  of  this 
State,    plighted   by  the  late  Convention,    molt  clearly  demand. 

5thly.  As  light  Ilorle  are  extremely  ufeful  and  necellary,  that  there  be  three 
Companies  of  Ilorle  raifed  in  this  State  ;  that  each  Company  conlilt  of  thirty- 
three  Privates,  and  be  ollicered  by  a  Captain,  Lieutenant  and  Cornet,  who  ihall 
be  considered  as  of  equal  Hank  with  the  Captains,  firit  Lieutenants  and  Enfigns  of 
Foot  Militia. 

6thly.  That  the  Horfe  Militia,  when  in  actual  Employ,  fhall,  as  a  Compenfa- 
tion  for  their  perfonal  Service,  have  the  fame  Pay,  Rations  and  Allowance  as 
the  Horfe  of  the  United  States  of  America  :  And  as  the  Horfemen  furnilli  them- 
felves  with  Horfes,  they  ihall,  when  in  actual  Service,  be  allowul  at  the  Hate  of 
One  'Shilling  and Six-pence  a  Day,  over  and  befides  the  Continental  Pay,  as  a  Com- 
penfation  for  the  Ule  of  their  Hories. 

7thly.  That  the  Commander  in  Chief  for  the  Time  being,  with  the  Advice  of 
the  Legiflature,  or  in  it's  Recefs,  with  the  Advice  of  the  Privy  Council,  in  cafe 
the  Ailiitance  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  fhall  be  requcfted  by  the  Honourable 
Congrefs  to  aililt  the  Continental  Army  in  this  State,  or  any  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Sates,  be  empowered  to  call  into  actual  Service  the  Whole,  or  fuch  Part  of 
the  Militia,  as  he  fhall  deem  necellary. 

8thly.  That,  in  order  to  enforce  Men  to  give  perfonal  Service,  every  Non- 
commiffioned  Officer  or  Soldier,  who  fhall  neglect  or  refufe  to  march  when  called 
upon  on  an  Invaiion  or  Alarm  ;  or  who,  when  the  Company  to  which  he  belongs 
fhall  be  convened  for  the  Purpofe  of  railing  Levies,  or  detaching  the  Whole  or 
Part  of  the  Militia  for  the  Defence  of  this  State,  or  any  of  the  neighbouring 
States,  fhall  neglect  or  refuie  to  march  when  detached  in  his  Turn,  or  to  provide 
a  fit  Perfon  to  march  in  his  Stead,  ihall,  lor  each  Offence,  be  lined  in  any  Sum 
not  lefs  than  Five  Pounds,  nor  more  than  Thirty  Pounds,  to  be  depofited  in  the 
State  Treafury,  and  appropriated  in  fuch  Manner  as  the  Legiflature  ihall  direct. 

othly.  That  there  be  an  Appeal  from  the  Allrffment  of  1  ines. 

lOthly.  That  when  any  Part  of  the  Militia  is  called  out,  the  Conmiillion- 
Ollicers  be  authoriled  to  make  the  Detachment  from  the  Company  which  they 
command,  and  to  determine  who  Ihall  go,  paying  proper  Attention  to  the  Courle 
or  Routine  of  Duty. 

iithly.  That,  in  order  to  furnilli  with  Arms  fuch  as  may  be  detached,  but 
are  not  properly  equipped,  the  GommifEon-Officers  be  empowered  to  take,  under 
proper  Regulations,  the  Arms  of  thofe  who  remain. 

John  Sti  vi  n  ,,  Chairman, 
John   r^ART. 

Which 
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Which  Report  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   March  8,    1 777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

On  Motion, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Bogart  and  Mr.  Mott,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  repeal  that  Part  of  the  Fee  Bill  which  Refpecls  the  Fees  to  be  taken  by  the 
Secretary,  on  Commiffions  to  Militia  Officers,  Juftices  of  the  Peace  and  Coro- 
ners. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Memorial  of  Captain  "Jonathan  Lippincott,  praying  an  Allowance  for  two 
Guns  loft,  &c.  in  the  Militia  Service  ;  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  publick  Accounts. 

The  like  Memorial  from  John  Walling,  praying  Allowance  for  one  Gun  loft  in 
the  Militia  Service;  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  publick  Ac- 
counts. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,   March  8,   1777. 

,"TAHAT  Mr.  Scudder  do  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  and,  in  anfwer  to  their 
-*•  Meffage  of  Yefterday,  defining  the  Concurrence  of  this  Houfe  in  their  Re- 
folution  "  That  Richard  Smith,  Efq.  do  pay  the  Balance  of  his  Account  as  late 
"  Treafurer,  into  the  Hands  of  the  Honourable  John  Stevens,  Efq.  for  the  Trea- 
"  furer,  and  that  thereupon  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit  do  deliver  up  Mr.  Smith's  Bond," 
acquaint  them,  that  this  Houfe  cannot  at  prefent  concur  in  the  faid  Refolution, 
having  not  yet  approved  the  Report  of  their  Committee  appointed  to  join  with  a 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  to  fettle  the  Account  of  the  faid  Richard 
Smith,  Efq.  late  Treafurer,  but  have  come  to  the  following  Refolution  thereon, 
'videlicet, 

Refolved, 

That  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  and  Tiventy-Jive  Pounds,  paffed  to  the  Credit  of 
Richard  Smith,  Efq.  late  Treafurer  of  this  State,  in  the  Account  reported  by  the 
Committees  appointed  to  fettle  the  faid  late  Treafurer's  Account,  for  "  fix  Months 
"  Service  as  Treafurer,"  is  not  warranted  by  Law,  nor  by  any  Vote  or  Refolu- 
tion concurred  in  by  this  Houfe. 

That,  as  to  the  Sum  of  Eight  Hundred  Pounds,  paffed  to  the  Credit  of  the  faid 
late  Treafurer  in  the  faid  Account,  as  paid  to  Thomas  Denny,  Efq.  on  the  19th 
of  February  laft,  it  does  not  appear  to  this  Houfe  by  what  Authority,  nor  for 
what  Purpofe  the  fame  was  difburfed  by  the  faid  late  Treafurer. 

Which  being  read  and  confidered, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mchelm  and  Mr.  Board  wait  upon  the  Council,  and,  in  anfwer  to 
their  Meffage  of  this  Day,  inform  them,  that  the  £.  125  :  o  :  o  allowed  to  Richard 
Smith,  Efq.  late  Treafurer,  was  in  Confideration  of  a  Promife  made  him  by  the  Houfe 
of  AfTembly  at  Burlington,  upon  his  taking  upon  him  the  Execution  of  the  Office, 
and  was  ftipulated  to  be  in  Lieu  of  all  Perquifites  allowed  former  Treafurers  ; 
that  the  £.  800  :  o  :  o  paffed  to  the  Credit  of  Mr.  Smith's  Account,  was  Money 

advanced 
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advanced  to  Thomas  Denny,  Efq.  purfaant  to  a  Refolution  of  the  Allemblv,  to 
whicli  the  Concurrence  or'  the  Council  was  obtained,  to  be  laid  out  in  purchasing 
Arms  for  the  Ule  of  this  State,  for  which  Mr.  Denny  is  to  be  accountable. 

Refolved, 

That  the  CommilTioncrs  appointed  by  a  Joint-Meeting  of  the  Council  and  Af- 
fembly  of  this  State,  to  meet  at  York-Town,  to  confer  with  the  other  Commil- 
fioncrs  from  the  States  of  New-York,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  Subject,  of  adopting  fiich  a  Syftem  or  Regulation  as  may  be  mod 
iuitable  to  thole  States,  be  allowed  and  paid  the  Sum  or  Twenty-five  Shillings 
a  Day  each,  tor  the  Time  they  lhall  be  employed  in  that  Service  ; 
Ordered^ 

That  Mr.  Camp  and  Mr.  Drake  wait  on  the  Council  and  delire  their  Concurrence 
to  the  laid  Reiblution. 

Mr.  Camp  reported,  that  Mr.  Drake  and  himfelf  delivered  the  MelTage  with  them 
entrusted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

A  MelTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Sy mines. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,    March  8,    1777. 

/"TAHAT  Mr.  Symmes  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  that  the  Houfe  concur 
-*■  in  the  Rcfolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  contained  in  their  Meflage  of 
this  Day,  "  That  the  Commiflioncrs  appointed  by  a  Joint-Meeting  of  the  Council 
"  and  Aflembly  of  this  State  to  meet  at  York-Tozvn,  to  confer  with  the  other 
"  Commiflloners  from  the  States  of  Neiv-Tork,  Penn/ylvania,  Delaware,  ULary- 
"  land  and  Virginia,  on  the  Subject  of  adopting  fuch  a  Syftem  of  Regulation  as 
"  may  be  molt  fuitable  to  thofe  States,  be  allowed  and  paid  the  Sum  of  Twenty- 
tlfivtk  Shillings  a  Day  each,  for  the  Time  they  lhall  be  employed  in  that  Service." 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Ten    o'Clock. 
Monday,    March  10,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a 
Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  Jor  defraying  fundry  Incidental  Charges  ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houle  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houle  met. 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen, 

AS  the  Exigency  of  Affairs,  and  the  Precaution  that  ought  to  be  ufed  for 
-*  *-tlie  Prefervation  and  late  Cuftody  of  Things  of  Inch  general  Concernment  as 
the  publick  Records,  renders  it  altogether  imprudent  to  fuller  the  Records  at  Bur- 
lington, to  remain  any  longer  in  that  Place:  I  Would  recommend  it  to  you  to 
pals  a  Hill  with  all  pollible  Difpatch,  to  authorize  (bme  Perlon  or  Perlbns  to  re- 
move them  from  thence,   and  to  depofit  them  in  Ionic   Place  of  greater  Safety. 

Haddonfield,  March  10,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  being  read  and  contidcred, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr,  Eldridge,  Mr.  Moon  r,  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a   Bill   for  the  Purpofe  mentioned  in  His  Excellency's  "^    • 
whereupon  Mr.  Eldridge  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad  for  Pre/  n  of 

B  b  the 
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the  publick  Records  of  the  State  of  New-Jerfcy  ;   which  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Ncwbold,  purfuant  to  Leave  given,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad 
to  exempt  ten  Men,  to  be  employed  at  the  Union  Sak-lVorks,  from  Service  in  the  Miliiin  ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scuddcr,  as  follows  r 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  10,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Scudder  do  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  and  acquaint  them, 
that  it  is  Matter  of  great  Concern  to  this  Houfe  to  be  under  a  Necetfity  of 
denying  their  Affent  to  any  Requeft  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  :  But  they  con- 
ceive the  publick  Money  cannot  legally  be  drawn  out  of  the  Treafury,  nor  ap- 
propriated without  a  Law  for  the  Purpofe,  or  the  Affent  of  the  Legiflature  figni- 
fieci  in  fome  other  Way.  They  would,  with  the  utmoft  Care,  avoid  any  Ad  chat 
might  have  the  leaft  Tendency  to  infringe  the  Rights  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  ; 
and  they  think  themfelves  bound  to  guard  their  own  Rights  with  equal  Caution. 
The  Placing  of  One  Hundred  and  Twenty -five  Pounds  to  the  Credit  of  the  late  Trea- 
furer, for  "  fix  Months  Service  as  Treafurer,"  in  the  Account  reported  from  the 
Joint-Committees  of  both  Houfes,  and  approved  by  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  is  an 
Appropriation  to  which  the  Affent  of  this  Houfe  was  never  given,  nor  even  afked. 
The  Houfe  is,  indeed,  informed,  by  the  Meflage  from  the  Affembly  of  Saturday 
laft,  that  this  Sum  allowed  to  the  late  Treafurer  "  was  in  Consideration  of  a 
"  Promife  made  him  by  the  Affembly  at  Burlington,  upon  his  taking  upon  him 
"  the  Execution  of  the  Office,  and  was  Stipulated  to  be  in  Lieu  of  all  Perquifnes 
"  allowed  former  Treafurers."  How  far  it  was  proper  for  the  Affembly  to  make 
fuch  a  Promife  without  the  Affent  of  the  Council,  is  fubmitted  to  their  Confide- 
ration.  The  accuftomed  Salaries  to  Treafurers  of  this  State  have  not  exceeded 
f.  40.  per  Annum  to  each  of  them,  when  there  were  two,  and  the  Salary  given 
in  the  Support  Bill  for  the  prefent  Year,  when  there  is  but  one,  i-,  £.  50.  What 
Sum  may  be  due  to  the  late  Treafurer  for  extraordinary  Services,  and  in  Lieu  of 
Perquifites,  the  Houfe  have  had  no  Opportunity  of  judging  with  any  Degree  of 
Precifion,  not  having  had  the  Circumftances  laid  before  them  :  And  it  is  worthy 
of  Remark,  that  neither  this  Promife  nor  the  Stipulation  upon  which  it  was  made, 
was  ever  intimated  to  this  Houfe  till  after  the  Account  of  the  faid  late  Treafurer 
was  Rated,  reported  and  approved  by  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  ;  and  then  was 
communicated  in  a  Manner  that  feemed  to  imply  that  the  Concurrence  of  this 
Houfe  was  not  neceffary,  or  that  it  muft  follow  of  Courfe  without  their  Agency. 
But,  as  they  are  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  and  the  Guardians  of  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  of  their  Conftituents,  in  equal  Degree  with  the  Houfe  of 
Affembly,  and,  in  all  Refpecls,  a  free  and  independent  Branch  of  the  Legiflature, 
they  apprehend  it  is  not  only  their  Right,  but  their  indifpenfablc  Duty  to 
fuard  againft  the^Appropriation  of  any  of  the  publick  Money  till  they  (hail  be 
fully  fatisfied  of  the  Propriety  and  Utility  of  fuch  Appropriation  :  They  cannot 
therefore  concur  in  the  Order  for  delivering  up  the  faid  late  Treasurer's  Bond,  till 
Sufficient  Reafbns  fhall  appear  to  convince  them  that  the  Allowance  of  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-five  Pounds,  for  t\e  fhort  Time  he  held  the  Treafury,  will  be  a 
proper  Appropriation  of  fb  much  of  the  publick  Money. 

That  as  to  the  Eight  Hundred  Pounds  paid  to  Mr.  Denny  by  the  late  Treafurer, 
the  Houfe  may  poflibly  have  mifconceived  the  Matter.  But  as  the  Refolution  in 
which  they  concurred  for  paying  Money  to  Mr.  Denny,  refpecled  only  the  pur- 
chafing  Arms  for  a  Number  of  Men  enlifted  in  Colonel  Potters  Battalion,  which 
Order  they  f'uppofed  to  be  fatisfied  by  a  preceding  Article  in  the  faid  Treafurer's 
Account ;  and  as  this  Charge  of  Eight  Hundred  Pounds,  is   of  fome  Weeks   later 

Date 
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Date  than  the  marching  of  Colonel  Potters  Battalion,  the  Houfe  conceived  it 
to  be  a  proper  Object  of  Inquiry  ;  and  would  fnbmit  to  the  Confederation  of  the 
Houfe  of  Alfembly,  the  Propriety  of  reducing  Resolutions  tor  Grants,  of  Co  im- 
portant a  Nature,  to  Laws,  as  foon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Iloufe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,    March   11,    1777. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  Prefervation  of  the  publick  Records  of  the  State 
of  New-Jerfey,  was  read  the  iecond  Time  ;  on  the  Quellion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

Mr.  Buck  has  Leave  of  Abfcnce  till  To-morrow  Morning. 

On  Motion, 
Ordered^ 

That  Mr.  Manning  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  diftilling  of 
Wheat  and  Rye  into  fpiritous  Liquors. 

Mr.  Mehelm,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was   committed  the  Bill,  entitled, 
An  Ad  for  ejlabiijhing  Magazines  of  Anns,   Ammunition  and  Warlike   Stores,  &c.  re- 
ported the  fame  with  fevcral  Amendments  ;  which  being  read,  with   the  Amend- 
ments in  their  Places;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  Prefervation  of  the  publick  Records  of 
the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  was  read  and  compared  j  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolded, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That   Mr.   Brawn   and   Mr.  Buck  do  carry   the  fame  to   the  Council  for  their 
Concurrence. 

Mr.  Brown  reported,  that  Mr.  Buck  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Manning,  purluant  to  Leave  given  him,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act 
to  prevent  the  difiilling  of  Wheat  and  Rye,  &C.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
iecond  Reading. 

A  Meflagc  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  as  follows  1 

Gentlemen, 
AS  the  befl:  Laws  are  of  little  Avail  to  the  Happinefs  of  Society  unlcls  faithfully 
"**•  executed  ;  and  the  mod  lalutary  Meafures  in  Danger  of  loUUg  their  intended 
Utility,  unlcls  duly  expedited  in  their  Execution  ;  and  there  is  at  prefent,  and  will 
continue  to  be,  during  thelnvafion  of  this  State  by  the  Enemy,  a  greater  Neccllity 
than  in  Times  of  Peace  and  Tranquility  for  an  executive  Body,  veiled  with  inch 
Powers  and  Authorities  as  may  appear  mpulite  for  the  publick  Safety,  and  which 
cannot  at  prefent  be  legally  exercifed  by  any  Perlon  or  Perfons  in  the  State  :  I 
would  therefore  recommend  it  to  you,   in  Conjunction  with   the  other   Branch  ot 
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the  Legislature,  to  appoint  a  Prefident,  and,  in  his  Abfence,  a  Vice-Prefklenr, 
with  a  Council  confiding  of  twelve,  five  of  whom  to  be  a  Quorum,  with  the  fol- 
lowing Powers  and  Authorities,  and  fuch  farther  Power  and  Authority  as  the  Le- 
giflature  may  think  necelTary  for  the  falutary  Purpofes  thereby  intended,  to  be 
exercifed  for  the  Space  of  fix  Months  (unlefs  fooner  repealed  by  the  Legiflature) 
and  no  longer,  to  ivit, 

That  every  Member  of  fuch  Council  ftiall  be  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  for  the 
whole  State,  but  not  obliged  to  act  as  fuch  in  any  civil  Caufe. 

That  the  Prefident,  and  in  his  Abfence  the  Vice-Prefident,  with  the  faid  Council, 
five  of  whom  to  be  a  Quorum,  fhall  fupply  every  Vacancy  in  any  Office  occafi- 
oned  by  Death,  Refignation,  Removal  or  otherwise  ;  which  Officer  ib  appointed 
fhall  be  removable  by  the  legislative  Council  and  Afiembly  in  Joint-Meeting,  at 
the  next  Seffion  of  AlTembly  thereafter,  without  any  Impeachment  ;  but  if  not 
then  removed,  lhall  thereafter  be  only  removable  in  fuch  Manner  as  he  would 
have  been  had  he  been  originally  appointed  in  the  Manner  directed  by  the  Con- 
ftitution. 

That  the  faid  Prefident,  and  in  his  Abfence  the  Vice-Prefident,  with  the  faid 
Council,  five  of  whom  to  be  a  Quorum,  fhall  correfpond  with  the  Congrels  and 
the  other  States,  and  tranfadt  Btifinefs  with  the  Officers  of  Government  civil  and 
military  ;  and  prepare  fuch  Bufinefs  as  may  appear  to  them  necelTary  to  lay  before 
the  General  Alfembly. 

That  they  be  authorized  to  apprehend  all  Perfons  fufpected  of  dangerous  Defigns 
againlt  the  State,  and  them  to  commit  to  any  Gaol  within  the  State,  taking  the 
Examinations  of  Witneifes  reflecting  the  Perfons  fufpected,  and  tranfmitting  in 
Writing  to  the  Officer  charged  with  their  Cuftody,  the  Caufe  of  their  Caption  and 
Detention. 

That  they  caufe  the  Laws  to  be  faithfully  executed,  and  expedite  as  far  as  may 
be  the  Execution   of  fuch  Meafures  as  may  be  refolved  upon  by  both  Houfes. 

That  they  have  Power  to  recommend  it  to  the  Speaker  to  call  together  the  Ge- 
neral Alfembly  when  necelfary,  before  the  Day  to  which  they  lhall  ltand  adjourned. 

That  they  be  authorized  to  call  out  fuch  and  fo  many  of  the  Militia  of  this 
State  as  they  lhall  think  necelTary  to  aid  and  affilt  them  in  carrying  their  lawful 
Orders  and  Directions  into  Execution,  when  the  civil  Magiftrate  cannot  other- 
wile  execute  them,  as  well  as  by  Way  of  Guard  for  their  own  Security  and  De- 
fence, as  often  as  the  Exigency  of  Affairs  lhall  fb  require. 

That  the  faid  Prefident  and  Council  lhall  have  a  Secretary,  and  keep  fair  Books 
of  their   Proceedings,    wherein  any   Counfellor  may  enter   his  Diifent,  with  his 
Reafons  for  dillenting. 
Haddonfeld,  March  II,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  MelTage  from  the  Council  of  Yefterday  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  where- 
upon, 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Mchelm  and  Mr.  Newbold  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and,  in  anfwer  to 
their  MelTage  of  Yefterday,  acquaint  them,  that  this  Houfe  is  fully  fenfibie  of 
the  Neceffity  of  the  Concurrence  of  their  Houfe  at  all  Times  in  order  to  a  legal 
Difpofition  of  the  publick  Money,  and  would  doubtlefs  have  applied  to  the 
Council  in  the  Cafe  referred  to  in  their  MelTage,  had  it  been  in  their  Power ;  but 
being  informed  that  there  was  not  a  fufficient  Number  in  Town  to  do  Bufinefs 
at  that  Time,  the  Houfe  was  under  the  Neceffity  of  making  the  belt  Bargain  they 
could  with  the  late  Treafurer,  efpecially  as  they  underitood  that  the  Council  had 
not  accepted  his  Security,  which  of  Courfe  left  the  late  Treafurer  at  Lih 
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with  Refpecl  to  his  Acceptance  of  the  Office,  and  which  he  positively  refilled  upon 
any  lower  Conditions  than  the  Sum  mentioned  in  the  Account. 

The  Danger  of  having  an  Office  of  inch  Importance  vacant,  and  the  publick 
Money  thereby  expofed  at  a  Time  when  the  Enemy  were  marching  through  the 
State,  will,  we  hope,  juftify  the  Mcafure,  not  only  in  the  Opinion  of  the  good 
People  we  reprefent,  hut  alio  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Council  themfelves,  when 
fully  informed,  and  fufficiently  exculpate  this  Monk-  from  the  implied  Cenfure  of 
a  Delign  of  infringing  on  the  Rights  of  Council  ;  that  the  Application  to 
Council  fince  the  Meeting  of  the  Legiilaturc  at  this  Place  was  omitted,  has  not 
been  owing  to  Defign,  but  to  Want  of  Recollection  only. 

The  Council  has  mifconceived  the  Matter  as  to  the  Payment  of  the  £.  8co.  to 
Mr.  Demy  ;  tor  although  the  Rclblution  in  which  they  concurred  for  paying  the 
Money  is  of  an  earlier  Date  than  a  Marching  of  a  Part  of  Colonel  Potters  Bat- 
talion, vet  a  very  confiderable  Part  ol  that  battalion  under  Major  Taylor  marched 
at  or  about  the  Time  the  laid  Charge  is  dated,  and  the  preceding  Article  referred 
to  by  the  Council  in  their  Mellitge  was  a  Sum  drawn  tor  paying  the  Bounties, 
.  to  the  Men  enlilled  for  four  Months,  or  until  the  firft  of  April  ;  but,  on  Ac- 
count of  the  late  Treasurer's  Resignation,  Mr.  Denny  doubted  whether  he  would 
pay  it,   although  authorized  by  Law,  unlets  by  cxprels  Order  of  the  Houle. 

The  Engrofled  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  for  eflablifhing  Magazines  of  Arms,  Ammu- 
nition and  Warlike  Stores  in  the  fever  al  Counties  of  this  State;  and  t'j  pojlpone  the 
finking fo  much  of  the  Quotas  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Tax  for  the  Tears  1776  and  1777 
as  may  be  neceffary for  defraying  the  Expence  thereoj,  was  read  and  compared  ;  on 
the  Question, 
A\  /dived, 

That  the  lame  do  pafs. 
Ordered^ 

That  Mr.  Eli/ridge  and  Mr.  Moores  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council  for  their 
Concurrence. 

Mr.  Eldridge  reported,  that  Mr.  Moores  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  to  them 
cntrulled  to   the  Prefident  in  Council. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Acl  for  granting  a  Sum  in  Grqfs,  to  be  paid  to  the  Secretary  for  all 
Commifjvms  to  Militia  Officers,  Jufices  and  Coroners  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
a  fecond  Reading. 

The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act:  for  the  Relief  of  Infblvent  Debtors,  was 
read  and  compared  ;   on  the  Queftion, 
Refolded, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Or  tie  red, 
That  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  Board  do  carry   the  Bill  to  the  Council  for  Con- 
currence. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

U  cdnefdas,    March  12,    1777. 
The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Manning  reported,  that  Mr.  Board  and  himleli"  had  obeyed  the  Order  of  the 
Houle. 

His  Excellency's  MefTage  of  Yeftcrday,  recommending  to  this  Houfe,  in  "  Con- 
"junction  with  the  other  Branch  of  the  I.egillature,  to  appoint  a  Prefident,  or,  in 
"  his  Abfencc,  a  Vice-Prclident,  with  a  Council  confifting  of  twelve,  five  of  whom 
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"  to  be  a  Quorum,  with  certain  Powers  and  Authorities  in  the  faid  MefTage  men- 
"  tioned,  or  fuch  others  as  the  Legiflature  may  think  necefTary  for  the  falutary 
"  Purpofes  thereby  intended,"  &*.  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ; 
Ordered, 
That  Mr!  Wetherby  and  Mr.  Peter/on  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  acquaint  them, 
that  this  Houfe  defire  a  free  Conference  with  the  Council  on  the  fubjed  Matter  of 
the  faid  MefTage  ;  and  defire  them  to  appoint  the  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Wetherby  reported,  that  Mr.  Peter/on  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houfe. 

The  Bill  entitled,  An  Ad  for  granting  a  Sum  in  Grof  to  the  Secretary  for  Com- 
w.iffions  to  Militia  Officers,  Juftices  and  Coroners,  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Price. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  the  diflilling  of  Wheat ,  Rye,  and  other  Grain, 
was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell. 

Council-Chamber,   March  12,   1777. 

I^HE  Houfe  having  taken  into  Confederation  the  MefTage  from  the  Houfe  of 
AHembly  of  this  Morning,  together  with  the  MefTage  from  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  therein  referred  to, 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Symmes,  Mr.  Paterfon  and  Mr.  Cooper,  together  with 
fuch  other  Members  as  fhall   choofe  to  attend,  be  a  Committee  to   meet  with  a 
Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  in  a  free  Conference  on  the  fubjed  Matter 
of  their  MefTage  of  this  Morning ;  and  that  the  Vice-Prefident  be  requefted  to 
affift  in  the  faid  Conference;  that  the  faid  Committees  meet  at  the  Houfe  of  Tho- 
mas Smith,  at  twelve  o'Clock  this  Day  ;  and  that  Mr.  Fell  do  acquaint  the  Houfe 
of  AfTembly  therewith,  and  defire  them  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe. 
Which  MefTage  being  read  and  confidered, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Bogart,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Vandike,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr. 
Wetherby,  and  Mr.  Mehelm,  and  fuch  other  Members  as  fhall  choofe  to  attend,  be  a 
Committee  to  meet  with  the  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  free  Conference  on 
the  fubjed  Matter  of  the  MefTage  of  this  Houfe  to  the  Council  of  this  Morning, 
and  His  Excellency  the  Governor's   MefTage  of  Yefterday  ;  that  Mr.  Speaker  be 
requefted  to  affift  in  the  faid  Conference  ;  and  that  Mr.  Eldridge  and  Mr.  Neivbold 
do  wait  on  the  Council  and  acquaint  them  therewith  ;  and  that  the  Committee 
of  this  Houfe  will  attend  at  the  Time  and  Place  appointed  by  the  Council. 
A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Paterfon. 
Ordered  Council-Chamber,  March  12,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Paterfon  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  better  regulating 
the  Militia,  with  the  Amendments  thereto  annexed,   to  the  Houfe  of  AfTem- 
ibly,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  to  the  faid  Amendments. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
Mr.  Camp,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Ad  to  prevent  Horfes,  Cattle  and  Sheep  running  at  Large  where  Fences 
have  been  defrayed  by  the  Enemy ',  ckc.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 

Reading. 

The 
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The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Thurfday,   March  13,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the 
Council  on  the  fubject  Matter  of  His  Excellency's  Meffage  of  the  nth  Inllant, 
made  the  following  Report  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed  : 

"VTOUR  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a   Committee  of  the  Honourable 
*■    Council  on  the  fubject  Matter  of  His  Excellency's  MefTage  of  the  1  ith  Inftant 
to  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  beg  Leave  to  report. 

1.  That  the  Conferees  are  unanimoully  of  Opinion,  that  in  the  prefent  Situation 
of  publick  Affairs,  it  is  highly  expedient  and  ncceffary  to  invelt,  by  Law,  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  and  a  Council,  confiding  of  twelve,  five  of  whom  to  be 
a  Quorum,  with  the  Authorities  and  Powers  expreffed  in  His  Excellency's  Meffage, 
to  be  exercifed  for  the  Space  of  fix  Months,  unlefs  fooner  revoked  by  the  Legis- 
lature, and  no  longer. 

2.  That  fuch  Council  fliould  be  compofed  of  Pcrfons  {elected  out  of  the  Coun- 
cil and  Affembly. 

John  Stevens,  Chairman, 
John  Combs. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  better  regulating  the  Militia,  with  the  Amend- 
ments in  their  Places  made  thereto  by  the  Council,  was  read  ;  and  the  Queltion 
being  put,  whether  this  Houfe  do  agree  to  the  laid  Amendments  ?  It  paffed  in  the 
Affirmative,  excepting  that  Part  of  the  54th  Section,  beginning  at  the  15th  Line 
in  laid  Section  at  the  Word  And,  to  the  End  of  the  laid  Section,  which  is  rejected 
by  this  Houfe. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Brou.ni  and  Mr.  Hat  home  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council  and  ac- 
quaint them  therewith  ;  and  alfo  that  this  Houfe  have  annexed  two  further 
Amendments  to  the  laid  Bill,  to  which  they  defire  the  Concurrence  of  the 
Council. 

The  Engroffed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act   to  prevent  the  di/lilling  of  Wheat,    Rye, 
and  other  Grain,   was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queltion, 
Rcfolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That   Mr.   Camp   and   Mr.  Buck  do  carry  the  fame  to   the   Council   for  Con- 
currence. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  13,    1777. 

/"T"VHAT  Mr.  Fell  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  ACifor  better  regulating  the 
-*■  htia,  with  the  Amendments  thereto  annexed,  to  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  and 
acquaint  them,  that  this  Houfe  has  receded  from  that  Part  of  their  Amendment 
to  the  laid  Bill,  which  was  rejected  by  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  ;  and  that  this 
Houle  has  agreed  to  the  two  Amendments  made  by  the  Houle  of  Aflembly  to 
the  Amendment  of  this  Houfe. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, 

That  the  iaid  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to  by  both  Houfes,  be  re- 
engroiled. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  Horfes,  Cattle  and  Sheep  running  at  Large 
-where  the  Troops  have  dejiroyed  Fences,  8cc.  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Dick. 

Mr.  Camp  reported,  that  Mr.  Buck  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Brown  reported,  that  Mr.  Hathorne  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houfc. 

Mr.  Mehelm,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  invefing  the 
Governor  and  a  Council  of  twelve,  ivith  certain  Powers,  Sec.  therein  mentioned,  for 
a  limited  Time  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Cloclc. 

Friday,   March  14,    1 777* 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  Houfe  being  of  Opinion  that  the  Loan-Office  Money  lately  removed  from 
this  State  to  Baltimore  in  Maryland,  fhould  be  fent   for  in   order  that   the   fame 
may  be  finned  and  delivered  to  the  Loan-Officers  in  fuch  Counties   as   have  not 
received  their  Quota  of  the  faid   Money  5 
Refolved, 
That  John   Stevens,  jun.  Efq.  the  prefent  Treafurer  of  this  State,  do  employ 
fome  fuitable  Perfon  or  Perfons  to  bring  the  faid  Money  into  this  State,  to  be 
lodged  in  the  Treafury  till  the  fame  can  be  figned  ;  and  that  this  Houfe  will  pro- 
vide for  Payment  as  well  of  the  Expence  of  carrying  the  faid  Money  to  Baltimore, 
as  for  bringing  the  fame  back  to  this  State. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Camp  and  Mr.  Board  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence in  this  Refolution. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  14,    1777. 

rT^HAT  Mr.  Symmes  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act   to  prevent  the  difilling 
■*■    of  Wheat,  Rye  and  other  Grain,  with   the  Amendments  thereto  annexed,  to 
the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  to  the  faid  Amendments. 

Which  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  of  the  Council  in  their  Places,  was  read  ;  on 
the  Queftion  the  Houfe  agreed  to  all  the  Amendments  made  by  the  Council. 
Ordered, 
That  the  faid  Bill  as  amended  be  re-engrofTed. 

A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pet  tit,  as  follows  : 
Gentlemen, 

I  AM  to  acquaint  you  that  Colonel  David  Potter  declines  accepting  the  Office 
of  Brigadier-General  in  our  Militia,  and  has  returned  his  Commiffion,  affign- 
ing  for  Reafbn  his  Readinefs  to  ferve  in  his  prefent  Capacity,  but  his  Inability  to 
difcharge  the  other  Office  fuitably  to  its  Weight  and  Importance,  and  the  great 
Inconvenience  to  which  he  would  expofe  himfelf  by  his  Abfence  from  Home  on 
Account  of  fome  important  Contracts,  which  indifpenfably  require  his  perfonal 
Attendance. 

I  am  further  to  inform  you  that  Samuel  Tuthill,  has  refigned  his  Office  as  one 
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of  the  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Morris  County,  and  of  Juftice  of  the  Peace 
by  Reafbn  of  his  declining  State  of  Health,   and  a  Multiplicity  of  additional  Bu- 
finefs,  occasioned  by  the  Death  of  feveral  near  Connexions. 

Haddonjield,  March  14,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint-Meeting  of  both  Houfes. 

The  Re-engroflcd  Bill,  entitled,  An  A<fl  for  better  regulating  the  Militia,  with 
the  Amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Council  and  this  Houfe,  was  read  and  com- 
pared ;  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  lame  do  pals  ?  It  was  carried  in  the  Affir- 
mative, as  follows  : 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Win  dike, 
Mr.  Me  helm, 
Mr.  Coxe, 
Mr.  Tollman, 
Mr.  Newbold, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Harris, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Buck, 
Mr.  Hathorne. 


Nays. 
Mr.  Price, 
Mr.  Mickle, 
Mr.  Baffet, 
Mr.  Wetberby, 
Mr.  Eldridge, 
Mr.  Holmes. 


Bill   to   the  Council,  and 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Board, 
Mr.  Camp, 
Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  Moorcs, 
Mr,  Drake, 
Mr.  Shaffer, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Peter/on, 
Mr.  Bogart, 

Refolded, 
That  the  tune  do  pafs. 

Ordered i 
That  the  Speaker  fign  the  fame  ; 
And  that  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Harris  do   carry   the 
acquaint  them  that  the  fame  is  palled  by  this  Houie. 

The  Bill  rc-engrofled,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  prevent  the  dijlilling  of  Wheat,  Rje 
and  other  Grain,  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Re/blved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Nexvbold  and  Mr.  Holmes  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Camp  reported,  that  Mr.  Board  and  himfelf  delivered  theMelTage  with  them 
entrufled  to  the  Prehdent  in  Council. 

Mr.  Kcwbold  reported,  that  Mr.  Holmes  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  with  them 
entrufled  to  the  Prefidcnt  in  Council. 

Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that   Mr,  Harris  and  himfelf  had   obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houie. 

The  Bill,  entitled,   An  Ac"t  to  exempt  ten   Men,  to   be  employed  at  the  Union  Salt 
Works  in  this  State,  from  Service  in  the  Militia,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the 
Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrafted. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  14,   1777. 

'  I  ''HAT  Mr.  Veil  do  wain  on  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  and  acquaint  them,  that 

this  Houfe  have  concurred  in  the  Refolution  contained  in  their  Meflage  of 
thi-^  Morning  refpedling  the  Loan-Office  Money  lately  removed  from  this  State 
to  Baltimore  in  Maryland. 

The  Bill,  entitled,   An  t\Q.for  xnvejling    the  Governor  and  a  Council,  conjijling  of 
twelve,  with  certain  Powers,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Ouellion, 

D  d  en  t, 
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Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  hOifor  inve/ling  the  Governor  and  a  Council,  con- 
Jjfting  of  twelve,  with  certain  Powers  therein  mentioned  for  a  limited  Time,  was  read 
and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Rejblved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  ten  Men,  to  be  employed  at   the 
Union  Salt  Works  in  this  State,  from  Service  in  the  Militia,  was  read  and  compared  ; 
on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  Drake  do  carry  the  faid  Bills  to  the  Council  for  their 
Concurrence. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter  from  the  Governor,  enclofing  a 
Letter  he  had  received  from  David  Rittenhoufe,  Efq.  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Council 
of  Safety  at  Philadelphia,  defiring  the  Afiftance  of  this  State  in  forwarding  the 
Fortifications  erecting  at  Billingsport,  &c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond 
Reading. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  14,    1777. 

THAT   Mr.   Cooper  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  AcT;  for  the  regulating  of 
Conjlables,    to  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  for  their  Concurrence. 

Which  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Me  helm,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  the 
prefent  Treqfurer  to  fgnfuch  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State  as  were  dire  died  by 
Laiv  to  befgned  by  the  late  Treafurers,  and  -were  by  them  omitted;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill  fent  from  the  Council,  entitled,  An  A&for  the  regulating  of  Conflables, 
was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  ordered  a  third  Reading. 

Refolved, 
That  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Colonel  John  Cleves  Symmes,  for  the 
Tjfe  of  Benjamin  Halfey,  Pay-Mafter  to  the  Battalions  ordered  to  be  railed  in  the 
four  Months  Service,  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fix  Pounds  Five  Shillings, 
being  for  the  Bounty  of  fixty-five  Men  enlifted  in  Captain  Brodrick's  Company  ; 
and  that  the  Receipt  of  the  faid  John  Cleves  Symmes  or  Benjamin  Halfey  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  Voucher  for  Payment  thereof ;  and  that  Mr.  Bowen  and  Mr.  Wetherby  do 
wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  to  the  faid  Refolution. 

It  having  been  reprefented  to  the  Houfe  that  Major  Hall  and  Lieutenant  Keen, 
with  two  Sergeants  and  twenty-four  Privates  of  the  firft  Battalion  of  Salem  County 
Militia,  had  been  ordered  by  General  Putnam  as  a  Guard  to  convey  feveral  Tory 
Prifoners  from  Princeton  to  Haddonfield,  and  that  the  faid  Service  had  neceffarily 
detained  laid  Party  three  Days  longer  than  the  Time  for  which  they  had  drawn 
either  Pay  or  Rations  ;  and  the  Officer  having  prayed  an  Allowance  of  Pay  and 
Rations  for  faid  Time  ; 
Refolved, 

That  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  pay  to  Nicholas  Keen,  the  Sum  of  Twenty 

Pounds 
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Pounds  for  the  Ufe  of  faid  Party,  whofe  Receipt  fhall  diicharge  the  Trcafurer  for 
fo  much  of  the  publick  Money  in  his  Hands. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.   Boiven  and   Mr.  Wetherby  wait  on   the  Council   and  requeft  their 
Concurrence  with  this  llefolution. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March   14,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  that  the  Bill,  entitled,  An 
Acl  for  the  Prefcrvation  of  the  public k  Records   of  the  State   of  New-Jerfey, 
is  palled  by  the  Council  without  any  Amendment. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Sinnickfon. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  14,    1777. 

'HAT  Mr.  Sinnickfon  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  that  the  Bill,  entitled, 
An  Acl  for  Support  of  Government  of  the  State  of  New-Jerley,  to  commence  the 
27th  Day  of  Auguft  1776  ;  and  to  end  the  fecond  Tuelday  in  Oclober  1777  ;  and 
to  difcharge  the  publick  Debts  and  contingent  Charges  thereof  is  pafled  by  the  Coun- 
cil. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Hand. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,    March  14,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Hand  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Allembly,  that  this  Houfe  hath 
concurred  in  the   Refolution  contained  in   their  Meflage  of  this  Afternoon, 
refpecling  the  Payment  of  Tiventy  Pounds  to  Nicholas  Keen. 

Mr.  Boiven  reported,  that  Mr.  Wetherby  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meflage  with 
them  entrulted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Elmer. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  14,    1777. 

'HAT  Mr.  Elmer  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  that  this  Houfe  have  con- 
curred in  the  Refolution  contained  in  their  Meflage  of  this  Afternoon,  e- 
fpecling  the  Payment  of  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fix  Pounds  Five  Shillings,  to  Col. 
Symmes,  for  the  Ufe  of  Benjamin  Halfey. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  William  Gamble,  complaining  of  an  undue  Advan- 
tage taken  of  him  by  his  Uncle  Thomas  Gamble,  in  a  Bargain  reflecting  a  Tract 
of  Land,  during  the  Minority  of  the  Petitioner,  and  praying  Redrefs  ;  which 
was  read, 

Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  deferred  for  further  Confideration. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Eight  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   March  15,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  authorize  the  prefent  Trcafurer  tofgn  fuch  of  the 
Hills  oj   Credit  of  this  State  as  -were  directed  by  Laiu   to  be  Jigncd  by  the  Lite  1  rca- 
fura '.r,  and  ivere  by  them  omitted ;  was  read  the  lecond  Time  ;  on  the  C^jeltion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

The  Bill  fent  from  the  Council,  entitled,  An  Acl  for  the  regulating  of  ConfabLs, 
was  read  the  third  Time  ;  on  the  Queflion, 

Rejbh  ■ 
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Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered^ 
That  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Broivn  do  carry  the   faid  Bill  to  the  Council,  and 
acquaint  them  that  it  is  paffed  by  this  Houfe. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  defraying  fundry  Incidental  Charges,  was  read  the 
iecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

The  Engroffed  Bill,   entitled,  An  Act  to  authorize  the  prefent  Treafurer  to  fign 
fitch  of  the  Bills  of  Credit   of  this  State   as  ivere  by  Laiv  direcled  to  be  figned  by 
the  late  Treafurers,  &c.  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolded, 
That  the  lame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That   Mr.   Mehelm  and  Mr.   Manning  do   carry  the  fame  to   the   Council  for 
Concurrence. 

The  Bill  from  the  Council,  entitled,  An  Act  for  regulating  Eleclions,  with  the 
Amendments  made  thereto  in  this  Houfe,  was  read  the 'third  Time;  on  the 
Queftion, 

Refo'-veJ, 

That  the  fame  as  amended  do  pafs. 
Ordered \ 

That  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Broivn  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence  to  the  faid  Amendments. 

Mr.  Drake  reported,  that  Mr.  Brown  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Manning  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houfe. 

The  Letter  from  the  Governor,  enclofing  a  Letter  to  him  from  the  Vice-Prefident 
of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania,  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
Refolded, 

That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe  that  His   Excellency   the  Governor  be 
requefted  to  afford  fuch  Aid  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennfylvania,  as  the 
Situation  of  the  Affairs  of  this  State  will  admit  of,  towards  completing  the  Fortifi- 
cation erecting  at  Billingsport,  on  the  Conditions  propofed  by  the  faid  Committee. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Baffet  and  Mr.  Moore s  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire  their  Con- 
currence with  the   faid  Refolution. 

Mr.  Baffet  reported,  that  Mr.  Moores  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of  the 

Houfe. 

A  Melfige  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,   as  follows  : 

Gentlemen, 

IT  being  of  great  Importance  to  have  our  Militia  completely  officered,  and  es- 
pecially to  have  its  full  Number  of  Field-OfHcers  ;  I  find  it  fo  deficient  in  that 
Refpect,  'as  to  think  it  neceffary  to  acquaint  you  with  the  State  of  the  Battalions 
in  that  Situation,  that  the  Vacancies  may  be  fupplied  as  foon  as  poflible. 

The  Battalion  of  Bergen,  including  the  Militia  of  the  whole  County,  has  no 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  though  it  confifts  of  upwards  of  fourteen  Hundred  Men,  and 
ought  indeed  to  be  divided  into  two  Battalions. 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Thomas,  of  one  of  the  EJfex  Battalions,  is  removed  into  .'  1-    • 

ty  ;  and  Mr.  Potter,   the  Lieutenant-Colonel   of  it,   is,  as    J   am  informed,   in  tl 
Continental  Service  ;   and  it  has  no  Major. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ward  of  another  of  thpfe  Battalions,  is  a  Prifbner  at  Nrw- 
Tork,  and  it  is  alio  without  a  Major;  and  Colonel  Van  Cortland  being  Colonel 
Commandant  both  of  that  and  another  Battalion,  renders  it  the  more  ncceflary 
to  have  each  of  them  complete  in  its  other  Ollicers. 

Both  the  fir  ft  and  lecond  Battalions  of  Middle/ex  arc  deftitute  of  Colonels  ;  and 
if  Colonel  Nelfon  accepts  his  Appointment  of  Brigadier-General,  the  third  will  be 
in  the  lame  Predicament ;  and  the  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  it  Mr.  Loit  of  Spottf- 
ivood,  is  faid  to  have  taken  a  Protection  from  the  Enemy. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas  Seabrook\.oi  the  firft:  Battalion  of  Monmouth,  is  laid 
to  have  refilled  taking  the  Oaths  to  the  State  ;  and,  if  lo,  has  forfeited  his  Corn- 
million  ;  and  the  Major,  Mr.  Holmes,  is  High  Sheriff  of  the  County,  which  f  > 
Offices  are  incompatible,  as  no  Sheriff  ought  to  leave  his  County — He  ought 
therefore  to  make  his  Election — In  this  Battalion  there  is  no  lecond  Major. 

Mr.  Brearley  is  Colonel  of  the  fecond  Battalion,  but  is  engaged  in  the  Conti- 
nental Service. 

The  firft:  Major  is  Eli/Iia  Lawrence,  Efq.  who,  I  am  informed,  has  accepted 
the  Enemy's  Protection,  and  refilled  taking  the  Oaths  to  Government;  and  this 
Battalion  is  alio  without  a  lecond  Major. 

Of  the  third  Battalion  Daniel  Hcndrickfou,  Efq.  is  Colonel,  but  is  very  infitm, 
and  faid  to  be  removed  into  Upper  Freehold^  while  the  Battalion  confifts  of  iiie 
Inhabitants  of  Shrewsbury. 

Tfaac  Smith,  Efq.  is  Colonel  of  the  firft  Battalion  of  Hunterdon,  and  is  lately 
appointed  lecond  Juftice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  difqUalifies  him  from 
acting  in  his  military  Capacity. 

The  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  this  Battalion  is  Abraham  Hunt,  Efq.  who  refufes  to 
act ;  Jojcph  Phillips  is  the  only  Major.  If  the  above  Vacancies  in  this  Battalion 
are  fupplied  according  to  P».ank,  Joab  Hon  ton  and  Captain  Van  Cleave  are  the  two 
cldeft  Captains  ;  but  the  Latter,  as  I  am  informed,  refilled  going  into  the  Service 
in  his  Turn,  as  being  engaged  in  the  Loan-Office  Buftncis. 

The  two  Trenton  and  two  Maidenhead  Companies  ought  to  be  formed  into 
two  Companies  only. 

The  firft  Battalion  of  Sujjex  has  no  Major  ;  and  the  firft  Battalion  of  Cumberland 
is  in  the  fame  Condition. 

Colonel  Charles  Read,  of  one  of  the  Burlington  Battalions,  is  in  fuch  a  Situa- 
tion with  Pvefpect  to  his  having  fubmittcd  to  the  Enemy,  that  it  is  not  probable 
he  will  act  any  longer  in  that  Office. 

Haddonjield,   March   15,   17^7.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  Meffage  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Joint-Meeting. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Mehelm  be  a  Committee  to  join   a  Committee   of  the 
Council  to  burn  the  cancelled  Money  in  the  Treasurer's  Hands,  and  make  Report 
to  the  Houfe. 
Order< 

'1  hat  Mr.  Hathorne  and  Mr.  Buck  do  wait  on   the  Council   and  defire  them 
appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpose,  with  Time  and  Place  of  Meetin  j. 

Mr.  Hathorne  reported,  that  Mr.  Buck  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

E  e  A  :.        ge 
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A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered ',  Council-Chamber,  March  15-,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Symmes  do  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  AfTcmbly,  and   acquaint  them, 
that  the  Refblution  contained  in  their  MefTage  of  this  Day  refpe&ing  the 
Requeft  from  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Pennjylvania  is  concurred  in  by  this  Houfe. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Hand. 

Ordered \  Council-Chamber,  March  15,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Fell  and  Mr.  Pater/on,  or  eithsr  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  join 
with  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  to  burn  the  cancelled  Money 
in  the  Treafurer's  Hands,  and  make  Report  thereof  to  this  Houfe  ;  and  that  the 
faid  Committees  meet  for  that  Purpofe  at  fix  o'Clock  this  Evening  at  the  Houfe  of 
Huo-h  Cr  eight  on  ;  and  that  Mr.  Hand  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  there- 
with. 

Mr.  Dickt  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Bill,  entitled,  An 
A&for  granting  an  annual  Salary  to  the  Secretary,  in  Lieu  of  his  Fees  on  Commijfions , 
&c.  reported  the  fame  with  feveral  Amendments  ;  which  Bill  being  read,  with 
the  Amendments  in  their  Places  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  lame  be  engrofTed. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  15,   1777. 

"tt-«HAT  Mr.  Cooper  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  that  the  Bill,  entitled, 
An   Act  for  iwuejling  the  Governor  and  a  Council  of  twelve,    with   certain 
Powers  therein  mentioned  for  a  limited  Time,  is  paffed  by  this  Houfe. 

The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  granting  an  annual  Salary  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  this  State,  in  Lieu  of  his  Fees  on  Commiffions  of  Jujlices,  Coroners,  and  Mi- 
litia Officers,  was  read  and  compared ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refohved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Manning  do  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council  for  their 

Concurrence. 

Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Manning  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 

the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,   March  17,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  publick  Accounts,   made  the  following 
Report  : 


Dr.  Captain  Jacob  Dunn,  Cr. 

By  Account  allowed  by  the 
Committee  for  raifing  a 
Company  of  Minute-Men,   £.  30 


o:  o 


Di. 
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, L 


Dr. 


George  Green, 


Cr. 


To   Cafh   received   of    John 

Dennis   and     Alexander 

Chambers,  £.143:    0:0 

Balance  due  G.  Green,  11:11:9 


By  Amount  of  his  Account 
for  a  Company  of  Militia 
in    the    Continental    Ser- 


vice, 


/'.  1  54  :  1 1  :  9 


Dr. 


Captain  Henry  Stevens  of  Cape-May^  (jR. 

By  Amount  of  his  Pay  Roll 
for  a  Company  kept  at 
Cape-May,  from  July  12, 
to  December  1,   1776,  £.  316  :  18:2 


Dr. 


Memucan  Hughes,  CommilTary  of  Captain  Stevens** Company, 

By  Amount  of  his  Accounts 
as  CommilTary,  and  muf- 
tcring  Cap.  Stevens's  Com- 
pany, 

By  Houfe  Rent  and  Fire 
Wood  for  faid  Company, 


Cr. 

207  :    2:3 
6  :    7:6 


£-2I3 


9:9 


Dr. 


Ephraim  Harris,  Efq. 


By  the  Sum  of  Five  Pounds, 
being  for  a  Gun  and  Ac- 
coutrements loft  in  Jere- 
miah Sayc's  Company, 


£ 


Cr. 


o :  o 


Dr. 


Captain  Jonathan  Lippincott, 

By  fo  much  allowed  him  for 

a  Gun  damaged, 
By  ditto  for  one  ditto  loft, 


Cr. 


o  :  o 


1:15:0 
£.4:15:0 


Dr. 


Captain  Seth  Whilldin, 


Cr. 

By  fo  much  allowed  him  for 
Bounty,  and  Sundries  paid 
to  four  of  his  Soldiers, 
which  cnlifted  afterwards 
into  the  Continental  Army,    £.  6  :  14  :  10 


Dr. 


Thomas  Smith, 


By  Rent  of  a  Room  for  the 
Aflcmbly,  from  the  29th 
of  January  to  the  16th  of 
March,  fix  Works  ami  .1 
half,  at  10/. 


Cr. 


£■  3  :    5 


By    3^   Cords    of  Wood   at 

'30/ 
By  fawing  ditto, 
By  7  lb.  Candles  at  2/. 

5-    5'-° 
0:11  : 9 
0 :  14:0 

£.9:15:9 
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D*. 


Charles  Pettit,  Efq.  CR- 

|     By  Sundries  per  Account,        £.33:12:6 


Dk. 


Peter  Tallman,  Efq. 


Cr. 

By  Cafh  paid  an  Exprcfs  for 
carrying  a  Letter  to  Tren- 
ton, -  -         £.0:10:0 


Dr. 


His  Excellency  William  Livingston,  Efq. 


To  Cafh  received  of   John 

Dennis,  -  £.  500 :    0:0 


Ci. 

By  fundry  Charges  by  Ac- 
count, -  £.  456 :    8  :  o 

By  Cafh  paid  into  the  Trea- 

fury,  -  43  :  12 :  o 


£.  500  :    o  :  o 


Dr. 


John  Griffith, 


'  Cr- 

By   bringing    the   Affembly 

Cheft  from  Burlington,  per 

Account,  -  £.1:10:0 


Dr. 


Thomas  Denny,  Efq. 


By  bringing  the  Statute 
Books  from  Burlingtm, 
per  Account,  -  £.0:10:0 


Dr. 


John  Hart,   Efq. 


Cr. 

By  fummoning  the  Affembly, 

as  per  Account,  £.  1 8  :  1  c  *.  o 


Dr. 


John  Clement, 


Cr. 
I     By  Sundries  per  Account,         £.  3  :    9:1 


To  Jofepb  Matlack,  Sergeant  at  Arms,  for  warning  fundry  Members  to 

attend  this  Houfe,  £.8:10:10 


T 


HE  Committee  of  Accounts  having  examined  the  above  Accounts  and  Vouchers,  do 
report  the  fame. 

Abia  Brown, 
Charles  Co>xe, 
Edmund   Wetherht. 


A  Meflage.from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March   17,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Symmes  do  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  and  acquaint  them, 
that  this  Houfe  hath  concurred  in  the  Refolution  of  their  Houfe  of  the  28th 
of  February,  contained  in  their  MeiTage  received  this  Morning,  refpeding  the 
Payment  of  Fifty  Pounds  One  Shilling  to  Samuel  Miller,  jun.  as  a  Bounty  for  the 
manufacturing  one  Thoufand  and  one  Pounds  of  Salt-Petre. 

A  MelTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Syjnmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  K,    1777- 

THAT  Mr.  Symmes  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,   that  the  Bill,  entitled, 
An  Acl  for  ejlablifhing  Magazines  of  Arms,  Ammunition  and  Warlike  Stores, 

in  thefeveral  Counties  of  this  State,  &c.  is  palled  by  this  Houfe. 

Ordered^ 
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Ordered, 
That  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  this  Houfe  be  infpecled  by  the  Speaker  and 
Clerk,  to  be  laid  before  the  Aflembly  at  the  next  Sitting  before  the  fame  be  printed, 
and  that  they  lay  before  the  Houfe  their  Charge  for  that  Service. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Eldridge  and  Mr.  Buck  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire  to  know  if 
they  have  any  further  Butinefs  before  them,  if  not,  this  Houle  intends  to  adjourn 
this  Evening. 

Ordered, 
That  400  Copies  of  the  Militia  Law  be  printed   for  the   Ufe  of  the   Militia 
Officers,  and  lent  as  foon  as  poiTible  as  follows  : 

To  the  Members  of  Hunterdon,     51  Monmouth  32 

Suffex  32  Burlington  32 

Somerfet  28  Clouee/ler  32 

Morris  32  Salem  26 

Bergen  26  Cumber  land  28 

Kjfex    xv  32  Cape-May  12 

Middle/ex  32 

To  the  Governor  for  himlelf  and  the  Generals,  8 


400 


The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfc  met. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  17,   1777. 

'TPHAT  Mr.  Fell  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,   that  the  Bill,  entitled,   An 
-*■     Act  to  exempt  ten  Men,  to  be  employed  at  the  Union  Salt-Worh  in  this  State, 
Jrom  Service  in  the  Militia,  is  palled  by  this  Houle  without  any  Amendment. 

The  Members  wkhdrew  to  attend   a   Joint-Meeting,  &c.  and  being  returned, 
Mr.  Speaker  took  the  Chair. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Tollman,  Mr.  Buck,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Bogart,  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Camp 
and  Mr.  Price,  and  fuch  other  Members  as  choole  to  attend,  be  a  Committee  to 
join  with  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  free  Conference  on  the  forming  and 
agreeing  upon  Inch  Relblutions  as  may  be  thought  necellary  to  be  carried  into 
Effect  by  the  Governor  and  a  Council  of  Safety  lately  eftablifhed  in  this  State, 
and  on  the  fubjecl  Matter  of  General  Maxiuell\  Letter  respecting  the  Pay  of  the 
Militia,  and  Men  in  the  four  Months  Service  ;  and  that  the  Speaker  be  requefted 
to  ailill  in  the  laid  Conference. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Vandikc  and  Mr.  Peter/on  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire  they  will 
appoint  a  Committee  for  the  Purpofes  aiorclaid,  with  Time  and  Place  ol 
Meeting. 

A  MclTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

Ordered,  uncil-Chamber,  March  17,    17 

^TpHAT   Mr.  Scudder  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  that  the  Bill,  entitled, 

A    An  Act  to  authorize  the  prejent  Treafurer  to  Jign  fuch  of  the   unfigned  Bills  of 
Credit  of  this  State,  as  were  directed  by  Law  to  beftgnedby  the  late  i'reafurers,  , 
for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,   is  palled  this  Houle. 

F  f  A  Meffage 
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A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell. 
Ordered  Council-Chamber,   March  17,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Sinnickfon,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Hand  and  Mr.  Symmes,  or  any  two  of 
them,  and  fuch  other  Members  as  choofe  to  attend,  be  a  Committee  to  meet 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  in  a  free  Conference  on  forming 
and  agreeing  upon  fuch  Refblutions  as  may  be  thought  neceifary  to  be  carried 
into  Effect  by  the  Governor  and  a  Council  of  Safety  lately  eftablifhed  in  this 
State  ;  and  alfo  on  the  fubject  Matter  of  General  Maxwell's  Letter  respecting  the 
Pay  of  the  Militia  and  Men  in  the  four  Months  Service ;  that  the  Vice-Prefident 
be  requefted  to  aflift  in  the  faid  Conference;  and  that  the  faid  Conference  be  held 
at  the  Houfe  of  Thomas  Smith  at  7  o'Clock  this  Evening. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Fell  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  therewith. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered  Council-Chamber,  March  ij,   1777. 

'"pHAT  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  that  the  Bill,  entitled,  An 
-^     Act  for  granting  an  annual  Salary  to  the  Secretary  of  this   State  in  Lieu  of  his 
Fees  on  Commiffions  of  Jujlices,  Coroners  and  Militia  Officers  ;   and  the  Bill,  entitled, 
An  A'UXfor  defraying  fundry  Incidental  Charges,  are  paffed  by  this  Houfe. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder.  ^ 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  March  17,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Scudder  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  Affembly   and  acquaint  them,   that 
the  Council  having  no  further   Bufinefs  before   them  which  they  apprehend 
requires  immediate  Dilpatch,   have  no  Objection  to  an  Adjournment  this  Evening. 

There  being  a  Neceflity  for  the  Committees  of  Council  and  Affembly  to  meet 
again  To-morrow, 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,    March  18,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Committees  taking  into  Confideration  General  Maxwell's  preffing  Applica- 
tion for  the  Pay  of  the  four  Months  Men  and  Militia  of  this  State,  and  finding  it 
impracticable  from  the  prefent  State  of  the  Treafury  to  difcharge  the  Arrears  due 
to  the  Men  ; 
Rejok/ed, 
That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  defired  to  apply  to  Congrefs  on  the  Sub- 
ject, and  urge  the  Neceffity  of  their  pointing  out  an  Expedient  for  fatisfying  the 
Demands  of  the  Soldiery,  and  allaying  the  Clamours  at  prefent  fubfifting  among 
them  for  Want  of  their  Pay. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Two,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
Large  Sums  of  Money  being  due  to  the  Militia  of  New-Jerfey,  who  now  are 
and  for  fome  Time  pall  have  been  in  the  Continental  Service  from   the  United 
States  of  America; 
Refolved, 
That  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  the  Honourable  the  Congrefs,  be  defired  to 
obtain  from  the  Congrefs  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Dollars  for  difcharging 
the  fame ;  and  that  the  faid  Delegates  pay  the  Money  by  them  to  be  received  in 

Manner 
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Manner  following,  to  %vit,  To  the  Speaker  of  this  Houfe  Twenty  Thou/and  Doll 
for  paying  the  Militia   of  the  Counties  of  Hunterdon,  Burlington,  Somerjet,  Mon- 
mouth and  Middle/ex:  To  Colonel  Caleb  Camp,  Efq.  Thirty  Thou/and    Dollars  tor 

paying  the  Militia  and  Men  en  lifted  in  the  four  Months  Service  of  this  State  : 
To  the  Honourable  Andrew  Sinnickfon  Klip  Ten  Thou/and  Dollars  fur  paving  the 
Militia  of  Gloucejltr,  Salem  and  Cumberland  :  To  Jacob  Drake,  Efo.  Ten  Thorn 
Dollars  for  paying  the  Militia  of  Sujj'ex,  EJfex,  Morris  and  Bergen  ;  and  to  the 
Trea liner  of  this  State  the  remaining  Thirty  fhoufand  Dollars,  whole  reipeclive 
Receipts  for  the  laid  Sums  lb  by  them  relpectivcly  to  be  received,  lhall  be  to  the 
laid  Delegates  a  full  Diicharge  for  the  fame  :  And  in  cafe  any  Deficiency  lhall  nap- 
pen  in  any  of  the  Sums  fo  allotted  for  the  Payment  of  the  laid  Militia  and  Men 
enlifted  in  the  four  Months  Service,  in  the  Hands  of  either  of  the  Perions  appointed 
to  pay  the  lame,  luch  Perfon  be  hereby  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Treafurer  of 
this  State  for  the  Sum  fo  deficient ;  provided  fuch  Draught  does  not  exceed  the 
laid  Thirty  Tboufand  Dollars  paid  into  the  Trcalury  as  aforefaid  ;  and  that  the 
Receipt  of  luch  Perfon  be  to  the  faid  Treafurer  a  full  Diicharge  for  the  lame. 
Ordered^ 
That  Mr.  Newbold  and  Mr.  Manning  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire  their 
Concurrence  with  the  laid  Refolution. 

Refolved, 

That  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  pay  to  the  Honourable  John  Wither/pen, 
Abraham  Clark,  Jonathan  Dic'infon  Sergeant  and  Jonathan  Elmer,  Efquires,  D 
gates  in  Congrefs,  the  Sums  due  to  each  of  them  lever. illy  for  their  Attendance  in 
Congrefs  to  the  13th  Inftant,  as  certified  per  Bill  from  each  of  thofe  Gentlemen 
allowed  by  the  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Council  or  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflem- 
bly  ;  and  that  the  Treafurer  take  Receipts  for  the  fame,  which  lhallrbe  fufficient 
Vouchers  to  account  with  the  Legiflature  of  this  State  for  the  Money  (b  paid. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Neivbold  and  Mr.  Manning  do   wait  on  the  Council   and  defire  their 
Concurrence  with  this    Refolution. 

Mr.  Ncwbold  reported,  that  Mr.  Manning  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Orders  of 
the  Houle. 

A  MefJTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Fell,  informing  the  Houfe  that  the  Coun- 
"*  *•  cil  have  concurred  in  their  Refolution  of  this  Afternoon  reflecting  the  Ap- 
plication to  Congrefs  for  the  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Tboufand  Dollars  for  paying 
the  Militia  and  Men  enlilted  in  the  four  Months  Service  in  this  State  :  And  alfb 
in  the  Refolution  refpe&ing  the  Payment  of  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  Con- 
grels, the  Sums  due  to  each  of  them  for  their  Attendance  in  Congrefs,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to  meet  at  lladdonjield  on  Wednejday  the  2  ill  Dw  of  May 
next. 

HADDONFIELD,  Wtdnefday,   May  7,    i777. 

'  I  VHE  Governor  and  Council  having  advifed  the  Speaker  to  fummon  the  General 
A    Affembly  to  meet  here  on  this   Day,  fome  of  the    Members    met,   and   there 
not  being  a  i'ufficient  Number  to  proceed  on  Bufinefs,   the  Speaker  adjourned   the 
Houfe  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Thurfday,  May  8,    1777- 

The  Houfe  met, 

And  there  not  being  a  fufficient  Number  met  to  proceed  on  Bufinefs,  adjourned 
till  To-morrow   Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Fri 
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Friday,    May  9,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met, 
And  there  appearing  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  to  Bufinefs, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tallman  and  Mr.  Dick  do   wait  on  His  Excellency  and  acquaint  him 
therewith,  and  that  the  Houfe  are  ready  to  receive  any  Thing  he  fhall  pleafe  to 
lay  before  them. 

Mr.  Dick  reported,  that  Mr.  Tallman  and  himfelf  had  waited  on  His  Excellency 
according  to  Order,  who  was  pleafed  to  fay  the  Houfe  fhould  hear  from  him  in 
a  fhort  Time. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen, 

THE  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  and  feveral  of  the  Inferior  Courts  of 
Common  Pleas  and  General  Quarter-Seffions  of  the  Peace,  not  having  been 
held  as  ufual,  by  lleafon  of  the  Irruption  of  the  Enemy,  no  Time  fhould  be  loft 
in  palling  an  Acl  to  revive  and  continue  all  Procefs  and  Proceedings  in  the  laid 
Courts  as  effectually  as  if  they  had  ftatedly  met  and  continued  the  laid  Procefs 
and  Proceedings  without  Delay  or  Interruption. 

lliddonfield,  May  7,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Hohnes,  one  of  the  Commiffioners  appointed  by  this  State  to  meet  with  the 
Commiihoners  from  the  States  of  New-York,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  at  York-Town,  for  the  Purpofe  of  confidering  of,  and  forming  a 
Syftem  of  Regulation  adapted  to  thofe  States,  to  regulate  the  Price  of  Labour,  of 
Manufactures,  and  of  internal  Produce  within  theie  States,  and  of  Goods  im- 
ported from  foreign  Parts  (excepting  military  Stores)  to  be  laid  before  the  Legif- 
lature  of  each  State,  made  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  faid  Commiffioners ; 
which  was  read,   and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

His  Excellency's  Meffage  of  this  Morning  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tallman,  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Dick,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  Purpofe  mentioned  in  the  faid  Meffage. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen,  Haddonfeld,  May  9,   1777. 

T  HEREWITH  tranfmit  you  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Efq. 
•*■  Prefident  of  the  Congrefs,  of  the  16th  of  April  laft,  enclosing  Refolves  of  Con- 
grefs,  recommending  it  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  feveral  States  to  complete  their 
refpective  Battalions. 

I  alfo  lay  before  you  the  Returns  of  the  four  Battalions  raifed  in  this  State  for 
the  Service  of  the  United  States,  by  which  you  will  fee  the  Neceffity  of  the  moft 
fpeedy  Exertions  for  completing  their  Complement,  either  by  adopting  the  Mea- 
fures  recommended  by  Congrefs  for  that  Purpofe,  or  by  devifing  fuch  other 
Ways  and  Means  as  you  fhall  think  the  beft  calculated  for  fupplying  the  Defi- 
ciency. 

I  alfo  fubmit  to  your  Confideration  a  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Heard, 
which  amounts  to  a  Demonftration  of  the  lnfufficiency  of  our  Militia  Law  for 
the  Purpofes  thereby  intended. 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which, 


WILLIAM      LIVINGSTON,     LTquire,    Governor.       n; 


Which,  with  the  Several  Papers  therewith  Sent,  wers  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading. 

A  Petition  was  prefentcd  from  Timothy  Hunt  and  fix  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Townihip  of  Hopewell,  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  letting  forth,  that  their 
Waggons  and  Horfes  had  been  preffed  into  the  Continental  Service,  fur  removing 
Stores  from  this  State  to  PennJ'ylvania,  the  fecond  of  December  1776;  and  that 
they  had  not  received  any  Pay  for  their  Services  j  and  praying  the  Houfe  to  point 
out  a  Way  for  their  Redrcls  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houlc  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houle  met.  * 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen,  HaddonJ/eld,  May  0,   1777. 

/~pvHE  Enemy  being  determined  to  contaminate  the  Briti/h  Name  with  every 
A  Species  of  Infamy  rather  than  abandon  their  frantick  Purpofe  of  enflavino- 
a  free  and  unoffending  People,  have  lately  adopted  the  Bafe  and  unmanly  Pratlicc 
of  encouraging  our  own  rebellious  Subjects  to  kidnap  the  Members  of  our  Le- 
giilature.  In  Purfuance  of  this  Syftem,  a  Band  of  Rebels  of  the  County  of  Ber- 
gen, have  furprized  in  his  Bed,  and  with  brutal  Violence  hurried  to  New-York 
the  Honourable  John  Fell,  Elq.  an  aged  and  venerable  Member  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  this  State  ;  and  there  delivered  him  into  the  Hands  of  the  Britifh 
Tormentors.  The  Treatment  he  is  like  to  meet  with,  we  may  calily  image  to 
ourlelves  from  the  moft  authentick  Proofs  how  others  of  our  People,  lei's  obnoxi- 
ous to  their  Refentment,  have  been  ufed  by  them.  To  check  the  farther  Prole- 
cution  of  this  difhonourable  Plan,  and  in  Juffice  to  the  unfortunate  Sullerer 
himlelf,  (of  whole  meritorious  Services  to  his  Country  none  of  us  are  ignorant) 
as  well  as  in  Vindication  of  the  Honour  of  this  State,  I  would  carncftly  recom- 
mend it  to  you,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Council,  to  content  by  Resolution  that 
the  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety  do  forthwith  caule  to  be  apprehended  and 
imprifoned,  Such  and  fo  many  of  the  nominal  Council  of  his  Britawuck  Majefty 
within  this  State,  and  difaffeclcd  to  it,  with  as  many  other  difaffecled  Perfons  as 
they  (hall  think  fullicient  to  induce  the  Enemy  to  releafe  the  laid  John  Fell;  and 
them  to  treat  in  like  Manner  as  he  lhal.1  be  treated,  until  they  agree  either  to  ex- 
change or  di(charge  him. 

W'lL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfc  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,    May    10,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Tollman,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpbfe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Adl  to  revive  and  continue  lever al  Courts  of  Juftice  within  this  State  ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a   lecond  Reading. 

His  Excellency's  MelTage  of  Yefterda'y,  with  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable 
John    Hancock,  Elq.   of  the    16th  of  April  hit,  encloling    Refo  I    mgrefs, 

recommending  it  to  the  Legillaturcs  of  the  respective  States  to  complete  their  Bat- 
talions, were  read  the  fecond  Time;  and  the  IIoulc  having  confulcred  the  lame, 
and  conceiving  it  a  Matter  of  great  Importance  to  the  United  State.,,  that  the 
Battalions  of  this  State  ihould  be  fpeedily  completed  ; 
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Ord£red, 
That  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  taw/),  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Tallman, 
Mr.  Afo«,  Mr.  Drake,  and  Mr.  Harris^  and  fuch  other  Members  as  mall  choofe 
to  attend,  be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  free  Confer- 
ence on  the  mbject  Matter  of  faid  MeiTage  and  Refolves  ;  that  Mr.  Speaker  be 
requefted  to  affift  in  the  faid  Conference  ;  and  that  Mr.  Ncivbold  and  Mr.  Wetherby 
do  wait  on  the  Council  and  acquaint  them  therewith,  and  defire  they  will  appoint 
a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe,  with  the  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Ncivbold  reported,  that  Mr.  Wetherby  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe. 

A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen,  Haddonfeld,   May  10,    1777. 

I  HEREWITH  lay  before  you  Mr.  Hopkinforis  Account  of  the  Expences  of  the 
Great  Seal  of  this  State,  and  of  the  Balance  due  to  him  as  one  of  the  Delegates 
of  this  State  in  Congrefs,  which  it  concerns  the  Honour  of  the  State  to  difcharge 
with  all  convenient  Difpatch. 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON, 

Which  MefTage  was  read,  and  alfo  the  Account  therein  mentioned  ;  which  is 

as  follows  : 

The  State  of  NEW-JERSET  to  FRANCIS  HOPKINSON,  Dr. 

1777.      To  Cafh  paid  Mr.  Du  Simitiere  for  drawing  a  Model  for  the  Great 
April  24.       Seal,  -  -  -  - 

To  Mr.    Humphrys's  Account  for  Silver  and  making  the  Seal, 
To  the  Engraver's  Account,  -  -  - 

To  Calh  paid  for  Wax,  &c.  ... 


£■ 

6: 

0  : 

0 

3: 

18: 

6 

1 

l5: 

0 : 

0 

0  : 

3: 

IO 

£■  35  :  2 

To  Salary  for    14  Days  ferving  in  Congrefs,  left  unpaid,  at  20/.     14:    o 


£>  49  : 


Which  being  allowed  by  the  Houfe, 

Ordered, 
That  the  Treafurer  pay  the  fame  according  to  a  former  Refolution  of  this 
Houfe  concurred  in  by  the  Council. 

Ordered, . 

That  Mr.  Speaker  give  the  Thanks  of  this  Houfe  to  Mr.  Hopkinfon  for  his  At- 
tention in  providing  the  Great  Seal  for  this  State. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Sinnickfon. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  May   10,   1777. 

A"pvHAT  Mr.  Scudder,  Mr.  Symmes,  Mr.  Condicl  and  Mr,  Pater/on,  or  any  three 
-^  of  them,  and  fuch  other  Members  as  fhall  choofe  to  attend,  be  a  Committee 
to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  in  a  free  Conference  on  the  fubject 
Matter  of  the  Governor's  Meffage  to  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  of  Yefterday,  with  a 
Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Efq.  of  the  1 6th  of  April  laft,  and  the 
Refolves  of  Congrefs  recommending  it  to  the  Legiflatures  of  the  refpeclive  States 

to 
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to  complete  their  Battalions  ;  that  the  Vice-Prefident  be  requefled  to  aflift  in  the 
laid  Conference  ;  and    that  the  faid  Committees  do  meet  in  Conference  at  the 
Houfe  of  Thomas  Smith  at  two  o'clock  this  Afternoon. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Sinnickfon  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  therewith. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Two,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 
The  Committees  of  Council  and  Affcmbly  met  in  Conference  ;  and 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,   May  12,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen,  Haddonjield,  May  10,   1777. 

"JV/fR.  Boudinot  being  appointed  Commiffary-General  of  Prifoners  in  the  Army 
***•  of  the  United  States  of  America,  reprefents  it  to  me  as  abfolutely  neceffary 
for  him  to  be  immediately  provided  with  an  Account  of  all  the  Expenccs  and 
Difburfements  of  the  different  States  in  Favour  of  the  feveral  Prifoners  taken  from 
the  King  of  Great-Britain,  in  order  that  the  Accounts  may  be  ready  for  Settle- 
ment with  General  Howe  whenever  we  mail  be  called  upon  for  that  Purpofe — 
And  that  he  is  therefore  inftrucled  by  His  Excellency  General  Waflnngton  to  beg 
the  Favour  of  the  Governor  to  order  all  fuch  Accounts,  as  well  thole  that  have 
already  been  paid  as  thofe  which  are  yet  due,  made  by  our  State  in  Favour  of 
fuch  Prifoners,  to  be  immediately  tranfmitted  to  him,  Mr.  Boudinot,  at  Head- 
Quarters,  with  the  feveral  proper  authenticated  Vouchers  for  the  fame. 

It  is  evident  from  the  Nature  of  the  Requifition  that  the  Opportunity  of  the 
prefent  SefTion  ought  not  to  be  loft  without  preparing  and  tranlmitting  the  Ac- 
counts and  Vouchers  requefted  from  this  State,  and  as  it  will  require  lome  Time 
to  collect  them  from  different  Parts,  I  would  recommend  it  to  you  immediately 
to  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe. 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  feveral  Courts  of  Juflicc  in  this 
State,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  QuelUon, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

The  Petition  from  Timothy  Hunt  and  others,   Inhabitants  of  Hope-well  in  Hun- 
terdon County,    was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
Ordered, 

That  the  Petitioners  be  directed  firll  to  apply  to  the  Quarter- Mailer  General 
for  Pay   for  the  Services  mentioned  in  their  Petition. 

The  Engroffed  Bill,  entitled,  An   Acl  to   revive  and  continue  feveral  Courts  of 
Jnflice  in  this  State,    was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Rcfolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  Holmes  do  carry  the  faid  Bill   to  the  Council  for 
their  Concurrence. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Manning  reported,  that  Mr.  Holmes  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  with  them 
entrufted  to  the  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Council,  the  Council  not  fitting. 

The  Houfe  being  of  Opinion  that  the  Returns  made  by  the  Colonels  of  the 
feveral  Battalions  of  this  State  are  not  fo  fatisfactory  and  particular  as  is  necefTary, 
Ordered^ 

That  Mr.  Camp  and  Mr.  Buck  do  wait  on  His  Excellency  and  defire  he  will 
pleafe  to  procure  from  the  Colonels  of  the  feveral  Battalions  a  Return  of  the 
Names  of  all  the  Men  enlifted,  by  whom  enlifted,  with  the  Time  and  Place  of 
their  Enlistment  ;  what  Number  dead  or  deferted,  with  their  Names,  and  the 
Time  of  their  Death  or  Defertion. 

Ordered^ 
That  Mr.   Dick,  Mr.   Meheltn  and  Mr.  Cook,   be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a 
Supplementary  A61  to  the  Acl,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  the  Militia. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Camp  reported,  that  Mr.  Buck  and  himfelf  had  delivered  the  MefTage  with 
them  entrufted  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

The  Committees  of  Council  and  AfTembly  met  in  Conference  refpecling  the 
Re'blves  of  Congrefs  recommending  it  to  the  Legillature  to  complete  the  four 
Battalions  of  this  State  for  the  Continental  Service. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  May  12,  1777. 

r~jpHAT  Mr.  Scudder  do  carry  to  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  the  Bill,  entitled,  An 
-*■    Act   to   revive   and  continue  feveral   Courts  of  Jujlice  in  this   State,  with  the 
Amendments  thereto  annexed,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  in  the  faid  Amend- 
ments ; 

Whereupon  the  faid  Bill  was  read,  with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places  ;  and, 
on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  Houfe  agrees  thereto  ?  It  paffed  in  the  Affirmative. 
Ordered, 
That  the  faid  Bill  as  amended  be  re-engrofTed. 

The  Re-engrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  revive  and  continue  feveral  Courts  of 
J  lift  ice  in  this  State,  being  read  and  compared, 

Ordered, 
That  the  Speaker  fign  the  fame. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Wetherby  alid  Mr.  Netvbold  carry  the  Bill  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Wetherby  reported,  that  Mr.  Newbold  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  with 
them  entrufted  to  the  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Council,  the  Council  not  fitting. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Ttiefday,   May    1 3 ,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

His  Excellency's  MefTage  of  the  9th  Inftant  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  recom- 
mending it  to  the  Houfe,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Council,  to  content  by  Reio- 
lution  that  the  Council  of  Safety  do  forthwith  caufe  to  be  apprehended  and  im- 
prifoned  fuch  and  fb  many  of  the  nominal  Council  of  his  Britannick  Majefty 
within  this  State,  and  difaffected  to  it  j  or  as  many  other  difaffe&ed  Perfons  as 

they 
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they  may  think  diffident  to  induce  the  Enemy  to  releafe  the  Honourable  'John  Fell. 
Elq.  lately  taken  in  this  State  and  carried  to  New-York. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dey,  Mr.  Shaffer,  Mr.  Neivbohl,  Mr.  Mickk,  Mr.  Vandike,  Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Moores,  and  fuch  other  Members  as  (hall  choofe  to  attend, 
be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  free  Conference  on  the  fub- 
jecl  Matter  of  the  laid  Meflage,  and  alio  on  the  prefent  .State  of  the  Government ; 
that  Mr.  Speaker  be  requelted  to  afliit  in  the  laid  Conference  ;  and  that  Mr.  Drake 
and  Mr.  Mott  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  acquaint  them  therewith,  and  delirc 
them  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe,  with  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Drake  reported,  that  Mr.  Mott  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meflage  with 
them  entrufled  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

On  Motion, 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Dey,  Mr.  Camp,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Peter/on,  Mr.  Vandike,  Mr.  Moores,  Mr. 

Mott,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Tollman,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Hat  borne, 

be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  at  the  next  Sitting  of  Aflembly,  for 

providing  Ways  and  Means  for  linking  the  Bills  of  Credit  now  current  in  this  State. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Dickt  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council 
in  a  free  Conference  on  His  Excellency's  Meflage  of  the  9th  Inftant,  and  Refolves 
ot  Congreis  of  the  14th  of  April  lart,  made  the  following  Report,  to  which  the 
lloule  agreed  : 

VT'OUR  Committee  appointed  to  meet  in  Joint-Conference  with  a   Committee  of 
■*■    the  Honourable  Legiflative-Council,  on  the  fubjecl  Matter  of  the  Governor's 
Meflage  enclofing  Refolutions  of  Congrefs,  dated  the  14th  Day  of  April  lalt,  beg 
Leave  to  report : 

1.  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  faid  Committees  that  the  fir  ft  two  Articles  recom- 
mended by  Congrefs  in  faid  Refolutions,  do  not  come  properly  under  the  Conli- 
deration  of  the  Legiflative  Department  of  this  State,  and  ought  therefore  to  be 
referred  wholly  to   the  executive  Branch. 

2.  That  the  third  Article  in  faid  Refolutions,  whereby  it  is  recommended  that 
any  two  of  the  Militia  who  fhall  enliit  one  Recruit  for  any  of  the  four  Regiments 
of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Service,  be  exempted  from  actual  Service  in  the 
Militia  during  the  Term  of   fuch  En  lift  men  t,    ought  to  be  complied   with. 

Provided,  that  their  Freedom  from  actual  Service  (hall  not  be  conltrucd  to  ex- 
tend to  an  Exemption  from  a  punctual  Attendance  upon  monthly  and  general 
Trainings,  or  from  being  embodied  and  doing  Duty  in  cafe  of  an  Alarm  within 
their  own  Counties  reflectively,   under  all   the  Regulations  of  the  Militia  Law. 

This  will  appear  at  fir  ft  View  neeeflary,  if  it  be  considered,  that  at  lb  inte- 
refting  a  Period  as  the  prefent,  the  moft  fatal  Confequences  might  arife  from  a 
general  Neglect  of  military  Dilcipline;  as,  in  cafe  of  an  Invafidn,  to  which  this 
State  is  peculiarly  liable,  and  to  which  the  Enemy,  being  acquainted  with  inch 
Neglexft,  would  be  proportionably  the  more  inclined,  we  fhould  i;i  a  great  M 
i u re  be  deprived  of  that  Capacity  of  Defence  which  we  now  fb  eminently  | 

Add  to  which,  that,  as  we  abound  with  Enemies  within  our  own  Borders, 
even  a  partial  Relaxation  in  military  Discipline  might  prove  deftruclive  to  us. 

3.  That  if  any  two  Exempts  [hall  enliit  one  Recruit  for  any  of  the  four  Regi- 
ments of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Service,  they  (hall  be  free  from  the  Pa 
ment  of  the  Tax,   which  they  are  at  prefent,  by  Law,  in  Conference  of  their 

II  h  Exemption, 
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Exemption,  fubjected  to  ;  and  alfo  from  a&ual  Service  in  the  Militia,  fhould  the 
Caufe  of  Exemption  cfiafc,  during  the  Term  of  Enliftment  of  fuch  Recruit. 

4.  That  the  Officers  of  the  four  Battalions  only,  which  compofe  the  Quota  of 
this  State  in  the  Continental  Army,  may  be  authorized  to  enlift  any  white  Servants 
or  Apprentices  within  the  fame,  upon  the  following  Conditions,  viz.  That  for 
fuch  as  are  enlifted  upon  the  Continental  Bounty  only,  their  Mailers  or  Miftrefies 
fhall  refpeclively  receive  from  the  Publick,  and  for  fuch  as  fliall  be  entered  as 
Subttitutes,  they  fhall  be  paid  by  the  Perfbns  engaging  them,  any  Sum  not  ex- 
ceeding Twenty  Pounds  for  each. 

<;.  That  the  imprifoning  orotherwife  reftraining  the  Soldiers  in  the  Continental 
Service  be  prohibited  for  any  Debt  not  exceeding  Fifty  Dollars. 

May  12,   1777. 

Ordered, 
Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Dey,  Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Mebelm  and  Mr.  Somers,  be  a  Committee 
to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  to  provide  Ways  and  Means  for  completing   the 
four  Battalions   ordered  to  be  railed  in  this  State  for  the  Continental  Service. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  George.  Mc  Far  land,  fetting  forth,  that  he  was 
appointed  an  Eniign  in  the  Levies  made  in  this  State  during  the  Continuance  of 
the  War  ;  that  he  had  the  Misfortune  to  have  his  Hip-bone  broke  or  diilocated  by 
Accident,  whereby  he  is  unable  to  act  under  the  Appointment  he  was  honoured 
with  by  this  State,  and  praying  Relief,  <&c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Wedtiefday,   May  14,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Dick,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  A  Supplement  to  an  Acl,  entitled,  An  h.difor  the  better  regulating  the  Militia  ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Mehelm,  from  the  Committee  appointed  the  laft  Sitting  to 
join  a  Committee  of  the  Council  to  burn  the  cancelled  Money  in  the  Hands  of 
the  prefent  Treafurer,  reported,  that  the  Committees  had  met  for  that  Purpofe  at 
Mr.  Stevens's  on  the  24th  of  March  laft,  and  burned  the  Sum  of  £.  15,534  :  10:0, 
cancelled  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State. 

The  Bill  brought  in  at  the  laft  Sitting,  entitled,  An  Acl  for  regulating  the  im- 
prejjing  of  Carriages,  Horfes,  and  other  Neceffaries,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Army  -within 
this  State,  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  committed  to  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Mott,  Mr.  Buck,  Mr.  Dey  and 
Mr.  Neivbold. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cowlicl. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  May   14,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Sinnickfon,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr.  Hand,  or  any  three  of 
them,  and  fuch  other  Members  as  fhall  choofe  to  attend,  be  a  Committee  to 
meet  with  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  in  a  free  Conference  on  the 
fubjeft  Matter  of  His  Excellency's  Meffage  of  the  9th  Inftant,  as  mentioned  in 

their 
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their  Meflage  of  Yefterday  ;  that  the  Vice-Prefident  be  requefted   to  alii  it  in  the 
faid  Conference  ;  and  that  the  find    Committees   do  meet    in  Conference  at   the 
Houfe  of  Thomas  Smith  at  1 1  o'clock  To-morrow  Morning. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Condicl  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  therewith. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Thurfday,   May   15,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
His  Excellency's  Meflage  of  the   17th  of  February  laft,  fubmitting  it  to  the 
Confideration  of  the  Houle  to  provide  for  making  an  actual  Survey   and  Map  of 
the  feveral  Counties,  Townlhips,   Diftricts,  Roads  and  Rivers  in  this  State,  except 
as  to  fuch  Parts  as  can  be  protracted  from  Surveys   already   made,  rye  was  read 
the  lecond  Time, 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Somers,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  an 
Anfwer  to  the  laid  Meflage. 

A  Petition  was   prefented  by  Captain  Samuel  Ogden,  praying  Pay   for  a 
ber  of  Arms  and  Accoutrements  taken  from  the  Militia  to  equip  hi?  Company  in 
General  Heard's  Brigade  the  lad  Campaign,  and  unavoidably  lolt  in  the  Service ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Mehelm,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  Anfwer  to  Tlis  Ex- 
cellency's Meflage   of  the    17th  of  February   laft,   brought  in  a  Draught,  which 
was  read,  agreed  to,  and  engroffed,  and  is  a  follows  : 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Boiven  and  Mr.  Board  do  wait  on  His  Excellency,  and,  in  anfwer 
to  his  Meflage  of  the  17th  of  February  laft,  inform  him,  that  the  Houle  have 
no  Doubt  of  the  Utility  of  an  accurate  Map  of  this  State;  but  as  an  actual  Sur- 
vey at  this  Time  would  be  impracticable,  on  Account  of  the  Enemy  being  poi- 
fefled  of  fome  Parts  thereof,  the  Houfe  are  of  Opinion  it  had  better  be  de- 
ferred for  the  prefent. 

Mr.  Botuen  reported,  that  Mr.  Board  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meflage  with 
them  entrulted  to  His  Excellency. 

His  Excellency's  Meflage  of  the  21ft  of  February  laft,  being  read  the  fecond 
Time, 

Refolved, 

That  the  Speaker  do  apply  to  the  Speakers  of  AfTembly  in  the  Sifter  States,  to 
be  furnilhed  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  End  of  every  Seflion,  with 
a  Copy  of  the  Acts  patted  during  that  Settion,  engaging  to  provide  them  with  an 
Impreifion  of  ours  in  like  Manner  ;  and  that  the  Legillature  will  provide  for 
Payment  of  the  neceflary  Expence. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Cook  wait  on  the  Council  and  dcUre  their  Concurrence 
in  the  faid  Refolution. 

Mr.  Holmes  reported,  that  Mr.  Cook  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meflage  with 
them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

Mr.  Dick,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Act  for  completing  the  four  Battalions  of  this  State  m  the  Continental 
Service  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The 
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The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Conference,  and  alfo  a  Joint-Meeting  of 
the  Council  and  Affembly. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'Clock.      . 

Friday,  May  i6,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  the  Legatees  of  Cornelius  John/Ion,  late  of  King- 
-wood,  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  deceafed,  fetting  forth,  that  through  fome 
Neglect  or  Omifnon  of  the  Drawer  of  the  Will  of  the  faid  Cornelius  J ohnjlon,  the 
Executors  of  his  Will  are  not  empowered  to  fell  the  Lands  for  Payment  of  the 
Legacies,  though  it  was  the  Intent  of  the  Teftator  that  the  Lands  fhould  be  fold, 
&>c.  and  praying  the  Houfe  to  appoint  fome  Perfons  by  Law  to  make  Sale  of  the 
Lands,  &c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  A  Supplement  to  an  Ail,  entitled,  An  hCtfor  the  better  regu- 
lating the  Militia,  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  committed  to  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Somers,  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr. 
Manning. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Memorial  was  prefented  by  Colonel  John  Coxe,  fetting  forth,  that  he  is  Pro- 
prietor and  Conductor  of  feveral  Furnaces,  a  Forge,  and  a  Slitting  and  Rolling 
Mill  in  this  State,  which  for  fome  Time  paft  have  been  improved  in  preparing 
Materials  of  various  Kinds  for  the  publick  Service;  that  by  the  late  Militia  Act 
the  Workmen  at  faid  Works  are  fo  frequently  called  away,  that  he  is  thereby 
rendered  unable  to  carry  on  the  fame  to  Effedl,  <&c.  and  praying  an  Exemption 
for  four  Managers  and  Clerks,  and  for  about  fifty  Workmen  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
faid  Iron  Works  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Elmer. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  May   16,   1777. 

rTAHAT  Mr.  Elmer  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  that  this  Houfe  having 
•**    taken  their  Meffage  of  Yefterday  into  Confideration,  relative  to  the  exchang- 
ing Impreffions  of  Laws  with  the  neighbouring  States,  have  concurred  in   the 
Reiblution  contained  in  the  faid  Meffage. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Mott,  be  a  Committee  to  in- 
fpect  the  Accounts  of  John  S?nyth,  Efq.  late  Treafurer,  entered^  on  the  Journals 
of  the  former  Affembly,  refpe&ing  a  Bond  taken  by  him  for  a  Deficiency  in  the 
Treafury,  and  make  Report  to  the  Houfe. 

The   Petition  of  the  Legatees  of  Cornelius   Johnjlon,  late   of  Kingivood,    in  the 
County  of  Hunterdon,  deceafed,  praying,   for  Reafons  therein  fet  forth,  a  Law  to 
empower  fome  Perfons  to  make  Sale  of  the  Lands  of  the  Deceafed,  was  read  the 
fecond  Time  ;  on  the'Queltion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  laid  Petition  do  lie  on  the  Table. 

The 
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The  Houfc  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   Miv    17,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

RefohcJ, 

That  Thomas  Denny,   Efq.  do  deliver  fuch  of  the  Arms    as   are    in   his   Care  be- 
longing to  the  State,  to  the  Commanding  Officers   of  huh   Detacher  .   the 
Militia  as  are  or  may  be  ordered  out  in  actual  Service,  and  take  the  Commanding 
Officer's  Receipt  for  the  fame,  to  be  returned  to  Mr.  Denny  At  the  Expiration  or  ;he 
Time  the  Detachments  are  to  ferve  ;   and  if  any  of  the  laid  Arms  are  ei 
o*-  negligently  loll  in  the  Service,  that  fo  much   of  the  Wages  of  the  Men  lc 
them  he  (lopped  by  the  Officers  as  will  make  good  the  Lofs. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  NeivboU  and  Mr.  Peter/on  do  carry  the  faid  Rcfolution  to  the  Council 
for  their  Concurrence. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Tallman,  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  to  collect  all  the  Accounts  relative  to  Prifoners,  and  fun 
Mr.  Boudinot  with  Copies  thereof,  to  enable  him  to  fettle  with  General  Ihivc 
whenever  it  may  be  necefTary  ;  and  alfo  to  collect  and  adjuil.aH  the  publick  Ac- 
counts with  the  Continental  Congreis,  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  ar.d_  rk, 
and  lay  them  before  the  Legillature  at  the  next  Sitting  of  Aflembly,  in  order  that 
a  general  Settlement  with  the  Congrefs  may  be  gone  into  relative  to  this  State. 
Refolded, 

That  this  Houfe  will  agree  that  the  Legillature  allow  a  rcafonablc  Compensation 
for  the  Trouble  of  transacting  the  faid  Buunefs. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Hat  borne  do  wait  on  the  Council    and  deure  they   will 
appoint  a  Committee  for  the  above  Purpofes. 

Mr.  Neivboid  reported,  that  Mr.  Peter/on  and  himfelf  obeyed   the  Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

Mr.  Cook  reported,  that   Mr.   Hathorne  and   himfelf  obeyed  the  Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pet  tit. 

Gentlemen, 

CEVKRAL  of  the  Counties  have,  fince  the  fir  ft  Election  in  Virtue  of  our  new 
^  Conftitution,  been  deprived,  by  Death  and  otherwife,  of  a  complete  Repre- 
fentation,  both  in  Council  and  Aflembly. 

A  Member  of  Council  for  Middle/ex  has  never  qualifi    I     rior  attended. 

The  County  of  Somerjit  has  loft  one  of  it's  Members  in  ily  by  the  Lot  of 

Mortality  :  So  has  the  County  of  Salem. 

By  Means  to  which  your  honourable  Houfe  is  no  Stranger,  ived 

of  one  of  it's  Members  ;  and   KJJex  and  Monmouth  are   in  the   iike  Pre  -.it. 

To  the  above  Misfortune  of  F./Jex  is  Superadded  that  of  being  bereft    of  the  I'iL- 
fulnels  of  another  Representative  in   your   Debates,   by   your   appointing   him  a 
Delegate  in  Congreis,  which  they  will  confider  as  a  Diminution  of  their  Reprel 
ration  in  our  Legillature  during  the  Time  that  he  is  detained.! rom   it  by  his  At- 
tendance in  that  auguft   Aflembly. 

I  therefore  think  it  my  Duty  to  remind  vou  of  the  Ncccfiity  as  \    Tuftice 

1  i  '  of 


i26  VOTES,  8fr,  of  the  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  of  New-Jerfey. 

of  giving  the  Counties  above  enumerated,  an  Opportunity  of  fupplying  their  re- 
ipective  Vacancies  by  a  fpeedy  Election. 

Haddonfdd,  May  17,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen, 

THE  Infufficiency  of  the  Salary  provided  for  a  Secretary  to  the  Council  of 
Safety  has  hitherto  difabled  them  from  procuring  any  Perfon  properly  qua- 
lified for  that  Office.  This  not  only  obliges  the  Members  of  that  Council  to  go 
through  all  the  Drudgery  of  Clerkfhip,  which  is  beneath  the  Dignity  of  that 
Board,  but  inftead  of  being  a  Saving  to  the  State,  creates  an  additional  Expence 
by  diverting  them  from  more  important  Bufinefs,  by  the  perpetual  Intervention 
of  what  is  properly  within  the  Department  of  a  Secretary,  and  confequently  pro- 
longs their  Sittings. 

Haddonfield,  May  17,    17 77.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill, ,  entitled,  An  Act  for  completing  the  four  Battalions  of  this  State  in  the 
Continental  Service,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  MeiTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Council-Chamber,  May  17,  1777. 

'T^HE  Houfe  having  taken  into  Confederation  the  Meflage  from  the  Houfe  of 
■*■    AfTembly  of  this  Morning  refpecting  the  delivering  out  Arms  to  fuch  De- 
tachments of  the  Militia  as  are  or  may  be  ordered  out  in  actual  Service,  <&c. 
Refolved, 
That  this  Houfe  doth  concur  in  the  Refolution  contained  in  the  faid  Meflage. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Cooper  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  therewith. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Council-Chamber,  May  17,  1777. 

THE  Houfe  having  taken  into  Confideration  the  Meflage  from  the  Houfe  of 
AfTembly  of  this  Morning,  reflecting  a  Committee  to  collect  the  Accounts 
relative  to  Prifoners,  &c. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Sinnickfon  be  a  Committee  to  join  with  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
AfTembly  to  collect  all  the  Accounts  relative  to  Prifoners,  and  furnifh  Mr.  Boudinot 
therewith  ;  and  alfo  to  collect  and  adjuft  all  the  publick  Accounts  with  the  Con- 
tinental Congrefs,  and  the  States  of  Pennfylvania  and   Neiv-Tork,  and  lay  them 
before  the  Legiflature  at  the  next  Sitting  of  AfTembly,  in  order  that  a  general  Set- 
tlement may  be  made  with  the  Congrefs. 
Refolved, 
That  this  Houfe  will  agree  that  the  Legiflature  allow  a  reafonable  Compenfation 
for  the  Trouble  of  tranfacting  the  faid  Bufinefs. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Cooper  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  therewith. 

The 
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The  Memorial  of  Colonel  John  Cox,  praying,  for  Reafons  therein  fct  forth,    an 
Exemption  of  four  Managers  and  Clerks,  and  about  fifty  Workmen  for  his  Iron 
Works  in  this  State,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Quellion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  deferred  for  further  Confideration. 

The  Engroffed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Adt  for  completing  the  Jour  Battalions  of  this 
State  in  the  Continental  Service,  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  (^Kultion, 
Refolded, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Moores   and  Mr.  Bcnven  do  carry  the  laid  Bill   to  the  Council  fur 
their  Concurrence. 

Mr.  Moores  reported,  that  Mr.  Boiven  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Nine  o'clock. 

Monday,   May    19,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
The  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe  that  he  had  received  Information  from  Sa- 
muel How,  Efq.   that  there  is  now  in  his  Hands  One  Hundred  and  Tivehe  Pounds 
Ten  Shillings  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  ordered  to  be  (truck  by  the  Provincial  Congreis, 
figned  only  by  two  of  the  Signers  ;  and  that  the  Stamps  are  alio   in  his  Hands, 
and  dcfiied  the  Directions  of  the  Houle  relative  to  the  fame  ;  whereupon, 
Rejolved, 
That  Mr.  Hoiv  do  deliver  the  Bills  figned  as  aforefaid,  and  alfo   the  Stamps, 
to  the  Trealurer  of  this  State,  to  remain  fubjecl  to  the  future  Order  01"  the  Le- 
gislature. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

His  Excellency's  MeflTage  of  the  17th  Inftant,  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Tollman  and  Mr.  Boiven  do  wait  upon  His  Excellencv,  and,  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  faid  Meffage,  inform  him,  that  this  Houfe  are  fenlible  of  the  Necetftry 
of  a  full  Reprefentation  from  the  feveral  Counties  in  Legiflature  ;  that  a  Bill  for 
regulating  Elections  paffed  this  Houle  laft  Sitting,  and  is  now  before  the  Council, 
wanting  their  Concurrence  ;  that  whenever  a  Law  for  that  Purpofe  ihall  be  pafled, 
this  Houle  will  immediately  take  the  Meafures  that  may  be  directed  for  fupplying 
the  prefent  Vacancies  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives. 

The  Houie  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,   May  20,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Petition  of  Captain  Samuel  Ogden,  praying  Pay  for  a  Number  of  Arms 
and  Accoutrements  unavoidably  loft  in  the  publick  Service ;  was  read  the  fecond 
Time, 

Ordered, 

That  the  lame  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  publick  Accounts. 

The  Houfe  took  into  Confideration  the  Memorial  of  Colonel  John  Cox,  praying 

an 
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an  Exemption  tor  a  Number  of  Men  from  actual  Service  in  the  Militia,  to  be 
employed  at  his  Iron  Works  in  the  County  of  Burlington;  on  the  Queftion, 

Ordered, 

That  he  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  exempting  fifty  Men  to  be  employed 
in  his  Service,  in  order  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  comply  with  the  publick  De- 
mands, and  his  Contracts  with  the  Board  of  War  in  furnilhing  Shot,  or.  on 
Condition  that  he  will  equip  and  difcipline  the  faid  Men,  fo  that  in  cafe  of  any 
Hidden  Emergency,  they  may  be  ready  to  turn  out  for  the  Defence  of  the  County. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe- met. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Paterfon. 

Ordered  Council-Chamber,  May  20,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Patcrfon  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  completing  the  four 
Battalions  of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Service,  with  the  Amendments  there- 
to annexed,  to  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  in  the  faid 
Amendments  ; 

Whereupon  the  faid  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places,  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  iecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Coxe,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Bill,  entitled,  A 
Supplement    to  :an  Aft,  entitled,  Am  Aft.  for  the  better  regulating  the  Militia,  reported 
the  fame  with  feveral  Amendments  ;  which  Bill  and  Amendments  in  their  iJiac.s 
being  read  ;  on  the  QuelUon, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'clock. 

Wednefday,    May  21,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Engroffed  Bill,  entitled,  A  Supplement  to  an  Aft,  entitled,  An  Act /or  the  bet- 
ter regulating  the  Militia,  was  read  and  compared  ;  and,  on  the  Queftion,  Whether 
the  lame  do  pais  ?  It  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  as  follows  : 


Yeas. 

Yeas. 

Nays. 

Mr.  Manning, 

Mr.  Bowen, 

Mr.  Combs, 

Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Buck, 

Mr.  Moores, 

Mr.  Camp, 

Mr.  Mehelm, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Vandike, 

Mr.  Coxe, 

Mr.  Mott, 

Mr.  Dey, 

Mr,  Drake, 

Mr.  Price, 

Mr.  Board, 

Mr.  Shaffer, 

Mr.  Mickle, 

Mr.  Newbold, 

Mr.  Brown, 

Mr.  Wetherby, 

Mr.  So?>icrs, 

Mr.  Petcrfon, 

Mr.  Cook. 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Hat  home. 

Mr.  Harris, 

Mr.  Speaker. 

Refolded, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That   Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Manning  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  ^to  the  Council  for 

Concurrence. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Manning  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houfe. 

The  Report  of  the  Commiflioners  appointed  by  this  State  to  meet  with  the 
Commimoners  from  other  States  at  Fork- Town,  refpecling  the  forming  a  Syftcm  of 
Regulation  adapted  to  thofe  States  ;  was  read  the  lecond  Time,  and  ordered  to  be 
filed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Thurjday,   May  22,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Coxe,  purfuant  to  Leave  given,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  air 
courage  the  cajlimr  of  Cannon  and  Shot,  and  the  rolling  of  Iron  Plates  and  other 
•wrought  Iron  for /applying  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at 
the  Works  at  Batfto  and  Mount-Holly  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond 
Reading. 

A  Memorial  was  prefented  by  Benjamin  Vanlcer,  complaining  of  fundry  un- 
juftifiable  Proceedings  of  Robert  Brown,  Efq.  a  Jullice  of  the  Peace  of  the  Coun- 
ty of  Gloucejler,  againfl  the  laid  Memorialilt ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
lecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Memorial  was  prefented  by  Robert  Brown,  Efq.  praying  to  be  heard   before 
the  Houfe  relpecling  a  Complaint  preferred  to  the  Houfe  againfl  him  by  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Vanleer  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Memorial  of  Benjamin  Vanleer  againfl   Robert   Brown,  Efq.   was  read  the 
fecond  Time  ;  and  alio  that  of  Mr.  Brown  praying  a  Hearing  ; 
Ordered, 

That  the  Parties  be  heard  before  the  Houfe  on  Monday  next  at  three  o'Clock 
in  the  Afternoon  ;  and  that  Mr.  Brown  have  a  Copy  of  the  Complaint  preferred 
to  this  Houfe  againfl  him. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  encourage  the  cafling  of  Cannon  and  Shot,  and  the 
rolling  of  Iron  Plates  and  other  •wrought  Iron,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  lime,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Newbold,  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Brown. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine-o'CIock. 

Friday,    May  23,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  to   whom   was  committed  the  Bill,  entitled, 
An  Act  to  encourage  the  cafling  of  Cannon  and  Shot,  Sec.  reported  the  lisnie  with  an 
Amendment  to  the  Title,  and  feveral  other  Amendments  to  the  Bill,  which  being 
read  with  the  laid  Amendments  in  their  Places  ;   on  the  Qucflion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
Mr.  Clark,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  enable  the  Gover- 
nor or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  State  of  New-Jcrfey,  to  Jit  out  a  Veffel  of  War  on 

K  k  Account 
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Account  of  this  State,  to  cruife  againjl  the  Enemy,  and  for  defraying  the  Expences 
thereof;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting  of  both  Houfes. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday \   May  24,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Engrafted  Bill,  entitled,  An  Adl  to  exempt  a  Number  of  Men  to  be  employed 
at   the  Iron  Works   at  Batfto   and  Mountholly,  in  the  County  of  Burlington,  from 
aclual  Service  in  the  Militia,  under  the  Rejlriclions  and  Regulations  the  rem  mentioned; 
was  read  and  compared  j  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Woodhull  and  Mr.  Boiven  do  carry  the  faid   Bill  to  the  Council  for 
their  Concurrence. 

Mr.  Woodhull  reported,  that  Mr.  Boiven  and  himfelf  had  obeyed   the  Order  of 
the  Houfe.  , 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Adl  to  enable  the  Governor  or  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
State  of  New-Jerfey,  to  caufe  to  be  fitted  out  a  Veffel  of  War,  &c.  was  read  the 
fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  A61  to  enable  the  Governor  or  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  to  caufe  to  be  fitted  out  a  V-cffel  of  War  to  cruife 
againjl  the  Enemy,  &c.  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehehn  and  Mr.  Peterfon  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council  for 
Concurrence. 

Mr.  Mihelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Peterfon  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

The  Committees  of  both  Houfes  met  in  Conference  on  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Government,  &c.   And 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,   May  26,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. ' 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 
Dodlor  Benjamin  Vanleer,  and  Robert  Broivn,  Efq.  with  their  Evidences  attend- 
ing according  to  the  Order  of  the  Houfe,  were  called  in  and  heard  ;  and  the 
Houfe  having  taken  the  fame  into  Confideration,  are  unanimoufly  of  Opinion, 

'  that 
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that  nothing  appears  to  impeach  the  Character  or  Conduct  of  Mr.  Brown  ns  a. 
Juftice  of  the  Peace. 

A  Memorial  was  pre  fen  ted  by  Captain  Samuel  JCai»  ha,  (letting  forth,  that  he  has 
been  at  confiderable  Expence  in  enlifting  Men  in  the  lour  Mouths  Service  in  Cok 
Potters  Battalion,  and  praying  an  Allowance,  &c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  May   26,   1777. 

'-pHAT  Mr.  Condicl  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  that  this  Houfe  have 
■*■  agreed  to  the  ift,  3d,  4th,  5th,  9th,  10th,  and  12th  Amendments  made  by 
the  Houfe  of  Affembly  to  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  for  regulating  Eletlions,  and 
difagree  to  the  Reft  of  the  faid  Amendments  ;  and  that  they  requeft  a  free  Con- 
ference with  the  Houfe  of  Afiembly  on  the  iubject  Matter  of  the  laid  Bill  and 
Amendments. 

Ordered  alfo, 
That  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Elmer,  Mr.  Condicl,  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Scudder  and  Mr. 
Sinnickfon,  or  any  four  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  meet  with  a  Committee  of 
the  Houfe  of  Affembly  in  a  free  Conference  on  the  fubjecl.  Matter  of  the  faid  Bill 
and  Amendments;  and  that  Mr.  Vice-Prefident  be  requefted  to  aflift  in  the  laid 
Conference  ;  that  Mr.  Condifl  do  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  and  acquaint 
them  therewith,  and  requeft  them  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purp< 
and  that  the  laid  Committees  mqet  at  the  Houfe  of  Thomas  Smith  at  Nine  o'clock 
on  Wcdn.fJav  Morning  next,  if  agreeable  to  the  Houfe  of  Affembly. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,    May  27,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Drake,  Mr.   Mickle,   Mr.   Mott,  Mr.   Moons, 
Mr.  Dey,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  Boiven  and  Mr.  Brown,  and 
fuch  other  Members  as  fhall  choofe  to  attend,  be  a   Committee  to  meet  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Council  in  a  free  Conference  on   the  fubject   Matter  of  the  Bill 
for  regulating  Elections,  and  the  Amendments  thereto  ;  that  Mr,  Speaker  be   re- 
quefted to  aflift  in  the  faid  Conference;  and  that  the  Committee  of  this  Houfe  do 
attend  at  the  Time  and  Place  appointed  by  the  Council. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Camp  and  Mr.  Wetherby  do  acquaint  the  Council  therewith. 

A  MelTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen, 

/COLONEL  Qgdcn  is  attending  for  an  Alteration  in  the  Arrangement  of  his  Rc- 
^  giment,  which  he  will  lay  before  the  Joint-Meeting  as  foon  as  they  give  him 
an  Opportunity.  As  the  publick  Service  and  the  State  of  his  Regiment  require 
his  Return  to  Head-Quarters  as  foon  as  poflible,  I  hope  his  Application  will  meet 
with  the  carlieft  Attention. 

_  HaddonJUld,  Mayzj,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint-Meeting.  ' 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gent  h  men, 
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Gentlemen, 

IT  is  reprcfented  to  me  by  Captain  Harrifon,  that  there  are  about  thirty  Firelocks 
partly  belonging  to  this  State,  and  partly  drawn  from  Philadelphia,  that  are  at 
prefent  fo  out  of  Repair  as  to  be  ufelels,  but  may  at  a  trifling  Expence  be  made 
lit  lor  Service.  As  our  Militia  are  in  great  Want  of  Arms,  I  would  recommend 
ic  to  you  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  employ  a  proper  Perfon  to  have  the  above 
Arms  repaired  with  all  poflible  Expedition. 

Haddonfield,  May  27,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Harris,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  pardon  certain  Fugitives  from  the  State  of  Ncw-Jerfey. 

Mr.  Camp  reported,  that  Mr.  Wetherby  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meflage  with 
them  entrusted  to  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council. 

A  MeiTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen, 

(^OLONEL  John  Holme,  of  the  eaftern  Battalion  of  Foot  Militia  in  the  County 
-^  o\  Salem,  having  refigned  his  Commiffion  by  Reafon  of  his  bodily  Indiipo- 
fition,  and  Inability  to  difcharge  the  necefTary  Duties  required  by  the  faid  Office, 
his  Place  ought  to  be  fupplied  by  the  Joint-Meeting's  appointing  another  Colo- 
nel to  faid  Battalion  with  all  convenient  Speed. 

Haddorfield,  May  27,    1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint-Meeting. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  ACi  for  completing  the  four  Battalions  of  this  State  in  the 
Continental  Service,  with  the  Amendments  made  thereto  by  the  Council,  was 
read  the  fecond  Time,  with  the  faid  Amendments  in  their  Places  ;  on  the  Ques- 
tion, Whether  the  Houfe  agrees  to  the  faid  Amendments  or  not  ?  It  pafled  in 
the  Affirmative. 
Ordered, 

That  the  faid  Bill  as  amended  and  agreed  to  be  re-engrofTed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting  of  the  Council  and  AfTembly 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Wednefday,   May   28,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Memorial  was  prefented  by  fames  Tollman,  complaining  of  the  Conduct  of 
Robert  Brown,  Efq.  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  of  the  County  of  Gloucejler  ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Re-engrofTed  Bill,  with  the  Council's  Amendments,  emitted,  An  Act  for 
completing  the  four  Battalions  of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Service  ',  was  read  and 
compared  ;   on  the  Queflion, 
Refol-ued, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  the  Speaker  fign  the  fame ;  and  that  Mr.  Combs  and  Mr.  Manning  do 

carry 
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carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council  and  acquaint  them  that  it  is  pafled  by  this 
Houie. 

The  Memorial  of  J  Ames  Tallman,  complaining  of  the  Conduct  of  Robert  Brown, 
Efq.  a  Jultice  of  tne  Peace  of  the  County  of  Gloiucjlcr,  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Price  be  a  Committee  to  examine  the  WitnefTcs  in 
Support  of  the  Charge  againft  Mr.  Brown,  and  make  Report  to  the  Houfe  ;  that 
the  Evidences  appear  before  the  faid  Committee  on  Friday  next  at  this  Place  ;  and 
that  the  laid  James  Tallman  ferve  the  faid  Robert  Brown,  Efq.  with  a  Copy  of 
this  Order,  and  alfo  a  Copy  of  the  Charge  againft  him. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pcttit,  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen, 

CEVERAL  of  the  Subjects  of  this  State  have,  by  the  Artifices  of  the  Enemy, 
^  or  their  own  criminal  Hopes  of  enriching  themfelves  by  the  Spoil  of  their 
Fellow-Subjetfts,  been  led uced  from  their  Allegiance  to  it,  and  drawn  over  to  join 
the  Britijh  Troops  in  their  hoftile  Attemprs  againft  it.  There  are  others,  who 
partly  through  Violence  when  in  the  Power  of  the  Enemy,  and  partly  by  the 
Addrefs  of  their  Emiffaries  fince,  have  fo  far  been  active  againft  their  Country, 
as  to  think  it  moft  prudent  to  fecrete  themfelves  within  it  to  Efcape  the  Punifh- 
ment  due  to  their  Offences.  A  Majority  of  each  Clafs  of  thele  pitiable  Creatures, 
having  had  Time  for  lerious  Reflection,  are  convinced  of  their  Folly,  and  proba- 
bly many  of  them  ftruck  with  the  Horror  of  their  Trealbn.  The  former  are 
moreover  groaning  under  the  Tyranny  of  their  Tafk-Maftcrs,  and  find  it  impof- 
fible  to  live  on  Promifes  of  future  Grandeur,  without  prcfent  Suftenance  to  iatif- 
fy  a  craving  Appetite  :  The  latter  are  weary  of  a  doleful  Exile  in  Caves  and 
Forefts,  and  both  ready  to  return  to  a  Participation  of  the  ineftimable  Bleflings  of 
Liberty  enjoyed  by  the  loyal  and  uncorruptcd  Subjects  of  this  State,  could  they 
be  allured  of  a  Pardon  for  their  paft  Mildemeanors. — And  as  it  would  reflect 
Flonour  on  the  Community  to  extend  Mercy  with  the  one  Hand,  while  it  bran- 
diihed  the  Sword  of  Jultice  in  the  other  ;  and  found  Policy  requiring  the  reclaim- 
ing of  every  one,  not  abfolutely  incorrigible,  I  would  recommend  to  the  Ho- 
nourable Houie  the  palTing  a  general  Act  of  Indemnity  for  all  the  above  Criminals 
who  ilia  11  accept  the  Benefit  of  it  by  furrendering  themfelves  within  a  certain 
Time  therein  to  be  limited  ;  and  at  the  fam?  Time,  the  Inftant  Seizure  and  Con- 
verfion  into  Cam  of  all  their  Perlbnal  Eftate,  to  be  kept  for  their  Ule  in  cafe  they 
return  and  furrender  themfelves  within  the  Term  prefcribed  ;  but  on  Failure 
thereof  to  be    fcqucftcred  for  the  publick  Emolument. 

The  falutary  Effects  that  will  relult  from  fuch  an  Act  of  Grace,  are,  I  think, 
too  obvious  to  require  any  Elucidation.  I  will  however  obferve  that  while  pur 
Enemies  purfuc  that  Meafure,  and  we  neglect  it,  we  contend  upon  unequal  Terms. 
That  by  the  Pardon  recommended,  many  would  return  ;  and  to  atone  for  their 
paft  Delinquency,  give  the  ampleft  Proof's  of  the  Sincerity  of  their  Conveiiion  by 
being  peculiarly  active  in  their  Country's  Caufe. 

The  Seizure  of  their  Effects  in  cafe  of  their  Refufal  to  furrender  is  neceifary 
to  give  Efficacy  to  the  Act.  Becaufc  while  fubject  to  their  own  Difpofition,  and 
their  Families  draw  their  Support  from  them,  they  have  the  lefs  Inducement  to 
embrace  the  proffered  Clemency.  And  the  immediate  Seizure  of  them  is  neceifary, 
as  the  Refugees  will  otherwile  find  Means  to  fecure  or  alienate  them  by  their 
Agents;  but  their  being  fecured  to  the  Publick,  and  declared  finally  forfeited 
unlels  the  Owners  return  within  the  Time  limited,  will  cither  produce  to  the 
Commonwealth  the  perfonal  Service,  or  the  pcilonal  Eftatcs  of  the  prefent  Pro- 
prietors. 

L  I  Depend 
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Depend  upon  it,  Gentlemen,  that  fpirited  Meafures  are  abfolutely  neceflary  ;  and 
that  fpirited  Meafures,  if  not  too  long  procraftinated,  will  do  the  Bufinefs. 
Haddotifield,  May  28,    1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,.  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
The  Committees  of  Council  and  Aflembly  met  in  Conference  on  the  Bill  for 
regulating  Elections,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Thurfday,   May   29,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Committees  of  Council  and  Aflembly  again  met  in  Conference  on  the  Bill 
for  regulating  Elections,  <&c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  Committees  of  Council  and  Aflembly  met  in  Conference  on  the  prefent 
State  of  the  Government,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   May  30,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Samuel  Miller  and  James  Young,  praying  a  Bounty 
on  the  manufacturing  of  Copperas  and  Brimftone  in  this  State  for  four  or  five 
Months,  provided  they  fucceed  in  their  Undertaking  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Harris,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Act  of  general  Pardon ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Broivn  and  Mr.  Wetherby  be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Committee  of  the 
Council  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Expenditure  of  the  One  Hundred  Thoufand 
Dollars  drawn  from  Congrefs,  for  the  Payment  of  the  Militia  and  Men  enliftcd 
in  the  four  Months  Service  of  this  State,  and  make  Report  to  the  Houfe. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Somers  and  Mr.  Vandike  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  defire  they  will 
appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe,  with  Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Somers  reported,  that  Mr.  Vandike  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meflage  with 
them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tollman  and  Mr.  Woodhull  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Supplement 
to  the  Act,  entitled,  An  Act  to  puniflo  Traitors  and  difaffecled  Perfons. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
Mr.  Price,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  Bill,  entitled, 
An  Act  for  regulating  the  impreffing  of  Carriages,  Horfes,  and  other  Necejfaries  for 

the 
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the  Ufe  of  the  Army  in  this  State,  reported  the   lame  with   feveral  Amendments 
thereto,   which  was  read, 
Ordered. 
That  the  Bill  be  recommitted  to  the  fame  Committee. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  May   36,    1777. 

/"T~VHAT  Mr.  Condicl  and  Mr.  Sinnickfon,  or  any  one  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to 
•*■    join  with  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  to  fettle  the  Accounts,   of 
the   Expenditure  of  the  One   Hundred  Thou/and  Dollars  drawn  from  Congref*  for 
Payment    of  the   Militia  and  Men  enlifted   in  the   four   Months  Service  of  this 
State,  and  make  report  thereof  to  this  Houfe. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Scudder  do  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  therewith  ;  and  that  the 
faid  Committees  do  meet  at  the  Houfe  of  Samuel  Kinnard,  at  eight   o'Clock   this 
Evening. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Evidence  in  Support  of  the  Charge  of 
James  Tollman  againlt  Robert  Brown,  Efq.  a  Juftice  of  the  Peace  of  the  County 
of  Gloucejler,  having  made  Report  of  the  faid  Evidence  ;  and  the  Evidences  hav- 
ing been  alfo  examined  before  the  Houfe  on  Oath,  and  the  fame  being  confidered, 
the  Houfe  are  unanimoufly  of  Opinion  that  the  Charge  in  the  Memorial  of  the 
faid  James  Tallman  is  not  fupported  by  the  faid  Evidence. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Nine  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   May  31,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Adt   to  pardon  fuch  Offenders  againjl  the  State  as  /ball 
claim  the  Benejit  thereof,  was  read  the  fecond  Time,   and  amended  in  the  Houic  j 
on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

The  Petition   of  Samuel  Miller   and   James  Young,  praying  a   Bounty  on  the 
manufacturing  of  Copperas   and  Brimftone,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;   on  the 
Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  next  Sitting  of  Affembly. 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Tallman,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  A  Supplement  to  an  Acl,  entitled,  An  Ad  to  punijh  Traitors  aid  difaffcclcd 
Perfons  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Henry  Jones  and  Company,  praying  an  Exemption 
for  ten  Men  from  Militia  Duties,  except  in  cafe  of  Emergency,  to  be  employed  at 
their  Salt-Works  in  Cape-May  County  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  Eight  o'clock. 

Monday,   June  2,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The 
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The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad  to  pardon  fuch  Offenders  againjl  the  State  as 
Jhall  claim  the  Benefit  thereof,  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 

Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dey  and  Mr.  Bonven  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council  for  their 

Concurrence. 

Mr.  Dey  reported,  that  Mr.  Bonven  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  with  them 
entrufled  to  the  Prelident  in  Council. 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  which  was  read,  and 
is  as  follows  : 
Gentlemen, 

THE*  Congrefs  having  recommended  it  to  the  executive  Powers  of  each  of 
the  United  States,  to  tranfmit  to  them  Returns  of  the  Continental  Troops 
in  each  without  Delay,  you  will  be  pleated  for  that  Purpofe  to  furniih  me  with 
Copies  of  the  Returns  of  fuch  of  the  Troops  raifed  by  this  State  for  the  Service  of 
the  United  States,  as  have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Haddonfield,  June  2,  1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Ordered, 

That  His  Excellency  be  furniihed  with  the  Returns  agreeable  to  his  Requeft 
contained  in  the  faid  Meffage. 

Mr.  Combs,  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  meet  a  Committee  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  a  free  Conference  on  the  Bill  for  regulating  Elections,  <&>c.  made  the  tol- 
lowing  Report  : 

YOUR  Committee  appointed  on  Monday  laft  to  meet  with  a  Committee  of  the 
Council  in  a  free  Conference  on  the  fubject  Matter  of  the  Bill,  entitled,  An 
Aft  for  regulating  Eleclions,  and  the  Amendments  made  thereto,  beg  Leave  to 
report  : 

That  the  faid  Committees  have  met  according  to  Order ;  and,  after  fome  Time 

fpent  in  Conference, 
Rcfolved, 
That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  to  recede  from  fuch  of  the 
faid  Amendments  as  were  difagreed  to  by  the  Council. 

By  Order  of  the  Committees, 

John  Cooper, 
John  Combs. 

Which  being  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe, 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Brown  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  inform  them,  that 
this  Houfe  do  recede  from  fuch  of  the  Amendments  to  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Adt 
for  regulating  Eleclions,  8cc.  as  were  difagreed  to  by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Dey,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  meet  a  Committee  of  the  Council  in 
a  free  Conference  on  the  prefent  State  of  the  Government,  made  the  following 
Report  : 

YOUR  Committee  appointed  to  meet  the  Committee  of  the  Council   in  a  free 
Conference  on  the  prefent  State  of  this  Government,  beg  Leave  to  report,  that 
the  Joint-Committees  are  of  Opinion, 

1  ft.  That  an  Act  be  paffed  to  inveft  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety  of 
this  State  with  Power  forthwith  to  apprehend  and  imprifon  luch  and  fo  many 
Perions  dif'affedled  to  the  State  as  they  {hall  think  fufficient  to  induce  the  Enemy 

to 
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to  releale  fuch  of  the  Subjedts  of  this  Government  as  have   been   kidn  >.nd 

carried  oft'  to  them,  and  there  detained. 

2.  To  (end  within  the  Enemy's  Lines  fuch  of  the  Wives  and  Children  of  Per- 
fons  who   have  gone  to  the  Enemy,  as  they  (hall  think  ncccllary. 

3.  To  direct  the  cleanfing  of  fuch  of  the  Towns  in  this  State  where  Soldiers 
have  been  quartered,  as  they  (hall  think  ncceftary  to  prevent  infectious  Difea 

4.  To  appoint  a  Juftice  or  Jufticcs  of  the  Peace  in  any  County  where  chey  (hall 
find  it  neceilary,  fubjedt  to  be  fuperceded  by  the  Joint-Meeting  at  the  next  Sitting 
of  the  General  Aifembly. 

5.  To  imprilon  (ulpicious  Perfons  until  the  next  Court  of  Quarter-Sellions  who 
refufe  to  take  the  Oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  State. 

6.  To  permit  Perfons  fu (peeled,  or  under  Profecution  for  Felonies,  to  enlift  on 
Board  any  of  the  Ships  of  War  of  the  United  States,  or  confine  them  (or  Trial, 
as  they  (hall  think  tit. 

7.  That  they  be  empowered  to  carry  all  their  lawful  Orders  and  Directions 
into  Execution,  by  any  fueh  Detachments  of  the  Troops  of  the  United  States 
which  they  may  be  able  to  procure  for  that  Purpofe,  at  the  Expence  of  the  faid 
States. 

8.  That  any  Houfe  in  which  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety  fhall  confine 
or  imprilon  any  Perfon  fhall  be  deemed  a  Gaol. 

9.  That  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety,  where  four  only  of  the  Council 
are  prelent,  may  call  in  any  one  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  or  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,   to  make  up  the  Quorum  of  the  (aid  Council. 

10.  That  it  be  enacted,  that  when  the  Governor  and  Privy  Council  fhall  call 
a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  faid  Court  be  empowered  to  try  Perlons  in  any 
County  of  this  State  by  a  Jury  of  fuch  County,  although  the  Ofience  nuy 
have  been  committed  in  any  other  County. 

11.  That  the  Judges  (hall  poftpone  the  Execution  of  Perfons  convicted  of  cer- 
tain Felonies,  until  the  Advice  or  Direction  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
Safety  may  be  had,  who  may  at  their  Dilcretion  either  fuller  the  Perfon  fo  con- 
v idled  to  be  executed  agreeable  to  faid  Sentence,  or  (end  them  on  Board  any  of 
the  Ships  of  War  belonging  to  any  of  the  United  States. 

12.  And  that  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety  be  inverted  with  Power  to 
regulate  Paflports  ;  and  to  caufe  to  be  apprehended  and  detained  fuch  iuf  peeled 
Perlbns  as  lhall  travel  without  them. 

May  31,    1777-  I>j  Order  of  the  Committees, 

A.    SlNNICKSON, 

Theunis   Dey, 
Joseph  Newhold. 
Mr.  Meheltn,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,   entitled,  An   Acl  for   rendering 
more  effeclual  tivo  certain  Acls  therein  mentioned,  which   was   read,    and  ordered  a 
fecond  Reading. 

The  Houle  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Adl  for  rendering  more  effeclual  tivo  certain  Ads   therein 
mentioned,   was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  debated  ; 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be   read   again  To-morrow,  and   debated    Paragraph  by  Para- 
graph. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'clock. 

Mm  Tuefda 
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Tuefday,  June  3,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Houfe  took  into  Confederation  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act /or  rendering  more 
effectual  t-wo  certain  Acls  therein  mentioned  ;  and  the  fame  being  read  Paragraph 
by  Paragraph,  the  Queftion  was  put,  Whether  the  Houfe  agrees  to  the  fourth 
Section  of  the  faid  Act  or  not  ?  It  paffed  in  the  Affirmative  as  follows  : 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Moores, 
Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  Vandike, 
Mr.  Dey, 
Mr.  Camp, 
Mr.  Tollman, 
Mr.  Somen, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Harris, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Mehelm, 
Mr.  Drake, 
Mr.  Cooky 
Mr.  Woodhull, 
Mr.  Shaffer, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Peter/on, 


Nays. 
Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Mott, 
Mr.  Newbold, 
Mr.  Price, 
Mr.  jlfiflfc/*. 


On  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  Houfe  agrees  to  the  fifth  Section  I  It  paffed  in 
the  Affirmative  as  follows  : 


Yeas. 

Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.  Moores, 
Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  Vandike, 
Mr.  Camp, 
Mr.  D*y, 
Mr.  Somers, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Dicky 
Mr.  Harris, 
Mr.  Mehelm, 
Mr.  Dra£<?, 
Mr.  Coo£, 
Mr.  Woodhull, 
Mr.  SAa^r, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Peter/on. 


Nays. 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Afotf, 
Mr.  Tollman, 
Mr.  Hewboldy 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Price, 
Mr.  Mickle. 


On  the  Queftion,  Whether  that  Part  of  the  fixth  Section  giving  the  Court  dis- 
cretionary Power  with  Refpect  to  Fine  and  Imprifonment,  be  retained  in  the  Bill 
or  not  \  It  paffed  in  the  Affirmative  as  follows : 


Yeas. 

<  Yeas. 

Nays. 

Nays. 

Mr.  Manning, 

ilfr.  Cotf£, 

Mr.  Combs, 

Mr.  Price, 

Mr.  Camp, 

Mr.  Woodhull, 

Mr.  Moores, 

Mr.  Mickle, 

Mr.  Vandike, 

Mr.  Shaffer, 

Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Somersy 

Mr.  JD/V£, 

Mr.   Brown, 

Mr.  Mott, 

Mr.  Wetherby, 

Mr.  Harris, 

Mr.  Peter/on, 

Mr.  Dey, 

Mr.  Bowen. 

Mr.  Mehelm, 

Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  Tollman, 

Mr.  Drake, 

Mr.  Newbold, 

On  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  feventh  Section  in  the  original  Bill,  giving 
Power  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Safety  to  appoint  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  is 
agreed  to  or  not  ?  It  paffed  in  the  Negative  as  follows : 


Yeas. 

Mr.  Camp, 

Mr.  Vandike, 

Mr.  Dey, 

Mr.  Dick, 

Mr.  Wetherby, 

Mr.  Mehelm. 

Mr.  Broivti. 


Nays. 

Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.  Moores, 
Mr.  Manning, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Mott, 
Mr.  Tollman, 
Mr.  Newbold, 
Mr.  Price, 
Mr.  Mickle, 


Nays. 

Mr.  Somers, 
Mr.  Harris, 
Mr.  Boiven, 
Mr.  Drake, 
Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Woodhull, 
Mr.  Shaffer, 
Mr.  Peter/on. 


On  the  Queftion  upon  the  eighth  Sedion  of  the  faid  Bill,  Whether  the  fame 
be  agreed  to  I  It  paffed  in  the  Affirmative  as  follows  : 

Yeas. 


Yeas. 

Yeas. 

Nays. 

Mr.  Price, 

Mr.  Mehelm, 

Mr.   Holmes, 

Mr.   M.ckle, 

Mr.  Drake, 

Mr.  Ale//. 

Mr.   Somen, 

Mr.  Coo*, 

Mr.  Did, 

Mr.  Woodbull, 

Mr.   H'rtbcrbj, 

Mr.  Shaffer, 

Mr.   Harris, 

Mr.    Brown, 

Mr.  Bo<wen, 

Mr.  Peter/on. 
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Yeas. 

Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.  Moores, 
Mr.  Manning, 

Mr.    Camp,  rn,    i^iu,  mi    rw  uvuumt, 

Mr.  Vandike,  Mr.  H'rtbcrbj,  Mr.  Shaffer, 

Mr.     Dct,  Mr        H/irrii.  Mr       Rrnntin. 

Mr.  Tollman, 
Mr.  Ne-zubold, 

On  the  Queftion  upon  the  twelfth  Section  of  the  faid  Bill,  Whether  the  Houfe 
agrees  thereto  or  not  ?  It  pafTed  in  the  Affirmative  as  follows  : 
Yeas.  Yeas.  Nays. 

Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Bowen,  Mr.  Holn.es, 

Mr.  Moores,  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  3Io/r, 

Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Tollman, 

Mr.   Camp,  Mr.  CW,  Mr.  Newbo/d, 

Mr.  Vandike,  Mr.   H'oodhull,  Mr.  Pr/rc, 

Mr.  Z)<rj,  Mr.  Shaffer,  Mr.  Mickle, 

Mr.  Somen,  Mr.   Brown,  Mr.  Wetbcrbj. 

Mr.   DiV*,  Mr.   Peter/on. 
Mr.  Harris, 

The  Bill,  entitled,  J  Supplement  to  an  Acl,  entitled,  An  Act  to  puni/Jj  Traitors  and 
difaffecled  Perfonsy  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Samuel  Conarroe,  praying  Pay   for  a  Wood   Flat 
burnt  by  Order  of  Captain  Gilbert  at  Ancocus   Creek,  in  this  State,  to  keep  her 
from  the  Enemy,    which  was  read  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered^ 

That  the  Petitioner  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  Council  of  Safety  or  Board  of 
War  at  Philadelphia. 

The  Houfe  took  into  Consideration  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  rendering  more 
effetlual  tivo  certain  Acts  therein  mentioned  ;  and  having  gone  through  the  lame,  on 
the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrolTed. 

Ordered, 
That  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  do  pay  to  Captain   Jo/eph  Levis  the  Sum  of 
Sixty-two  Pounds  Seven  Shillings  and  Eleven-pence,  in  full  of  his  Account  for  Ex- 
pences  in  bringing  up  thirty-fix  Prifoners  from  Frederick  to  Salem. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Wetherby  and  Mr.  Boivcn  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  requeft  their 
Concurrence  thereto. 

Mr.  Dick,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  fufpend  the  Opera- 
tion of  an  Act,  entitled,  An  Act  to  prevent  the  dijlilling  of  Wheat,  Rye  and  other 
Grain  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond   Reading. 

A  Meflagc  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Hand. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  3,    1 777. 

'"pHAT  Mr.  Hand  do  carry  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  pardon  fuch  Offendtri 
*•  againjl  the  State  as  Jlwtl  chum  the  Benefit  thereof,  with  the  Amendments  tin    - 
to  annexed,  to  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  in  the  Grid 
Amendments  ; 

Whereupon  the  faid  Bill  was  read,  with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places  ;  on 
the  Queftion,  Whether  the  Houfe  agrees  to  the  Amendments  made  1  y  the 
Council  ?  It  palled  in  the  Affirmative  : 

OrJeredf 
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Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  re-engrofled. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  to  fufpend  the  Operation  of  an  Acl,  entitled,  An  Acl 
to  prevent  the  diJliUing  of  Wheat,  Rye  and  other  Grain,  was  read  the  fecond  Time ; 
ou  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  lame  be  engroiTed. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Bowen  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  the  Payment  of  Incidental  Charges. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'Clock. 

Wednesday,  June  4,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Engroffed  Bill,  entitled,  A  Supplement  to  an  Acl,  entitled,  An  Act  to  punijh 
Traitors  and  dfaffecled  Perfons,  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pais. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Mickle  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council  for  their 
Concurrence. 

Mr.  Holmes  reported,  that  Mr.  Mickle  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houfe. 

A  MeiTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Elmer. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  3,   1777. 

'  i  ''HAT  Mr.  Elmer  do  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  and  acquaint  them,  that 

-°"    this  Houfe  concur  in  their  Order  contained  in  a  MeiTage  of  this  Day  refpecl- 

ing  the  Treafurer's  paying  Sixty-two  Pounds  Seven  Shillings  and  Eleven-pence  to 

Captain   Jofeph  Levis,  for  his   Expences    in    bringing  thirty-iix  Priibners  from 

Frederick-Town  to  Salem. 

The  Engroifed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  for  rendering  more  effectual  two  certain 
Acts  therein  mentioned;  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the 
iame  do  pais  or  not  ?  It  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative  as  follows  : 

Yeas.                           Yeas.                          Yeas.  Nays. 

Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Somers,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Holmes, 

Mr.  Moores,  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Mott, 

Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  Wetherby,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Newbold, 

Mr.  Camp,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Shaffer,  Mr.  Price, 

Mr.  Vandike,  Mr.  Boiven,  Mr.  Peter/on,  Mr.  Mickle. 

Mr.  Dey,  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  Tallman,  Mr.  Drake, 

Refolved, 
That  the  iame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Tallman  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council   for 
their  Concurrence. 

The  Engroifed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Acl  tofufpend  the  Operation  of  an  Acl,  entitled, 
An  Acl  to  prevent  the  diftilling  of  Wheat ,  Rye  and  other  Grain,  was  read  and 
compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 

Refolved, 
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Refolded, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Tallman  do  carry  the   (aid  Bill  to  the  Council  for 
Concurrence. 

Mr.  Dick  reported,  that  Mr.  Tallman  and  himfelf  delivered  the  two  Bills  with 
them  entrufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought  in  a  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Act  for  defraying  Jitndry  Incidental  Charges  ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

A  MelTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber^  June  4,    1777. 

'TpHAT  Mr.  Condicl  do  carry  the  Bill  re-engrolfcd  wirh  the  Amendments  agreed 

■*■     upon  by  both  Houfcs,  entitled,  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Election  of  Members 

of  the  Legi/lative-Council  and  AJfembly,  Sheriffs   and   Coroners  of  the  State  of  New- 

Jerfey,  together  with  the  former  Bill  and  Amendments,  to  the  Houfe  of  Alfemblv. 

Whereupon  the  (aid  Bill  having  been  read  and  compared ;  on  the  Queflion, 

Refolded, 
That  the  lame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Neivbold  and  Mr.  Vandike  do  carry  the  fame  to  the  Council  and  ac- 
quaint them  that  it  is  paiTed  by  this  Houfe. 

Mr.  Neivbold  reported,  that  Mr.  Vandike  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houie. 

A  MelTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,    Jitney,    1777. 

T^HAT  Mr.   Scudder  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  that  the  Bill,  entitled, 
■*■     An  Act  for  rendering  more  effectual  tivo  certain  Ails  therein   mentioned,   is  palled 
by  this  Houfe  without  any  Amendments. 

A  MelTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pcttit. 
Gentlemen, 

A  S  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  that  the  four  Battalions  raifed  by  this  State 
■**■  for  the  Service  of  the  United  States  mould  be  completed  as  loon  as  poffible; 
and  confequently  that  the  Act  lately  palled  for  that  Purpofe  mould,  with  the 
greatelt  Difpatch,  be  circulated  through  every  Part  of  the  Slate;  I  would  earnellly 
recommend  it  to  the  Houfe  to  adopt  the  moll  effectual  Meafurc  for  that  Purpole 
without  any  Lofs  of  Time. — I  am  the  more  folicitous  on  this  Occafipn,  becaufe 
I  have  Realbn  to  think  that  far  the  greatelt  Number  of  the  printed  Copies  ot  that 
Act  (till  remain  in  the  Printer's  Hands,  and  may,  alter  the  End  of  the  Seflion, 
continue  to  lie  there  for  a  considerable  Time,  unlets  fome  Mealuie  be  Speedily 
adopted  for  circulating  it  through  the  State. 

Haddonficld,  June  4,   1777.  WIL.  LIVING STOl 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'Clock. 

N  n 
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Thurfday,   June  5,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill  re-engroffed  with  the  Council's  Amendments,  entitled,  An  Act  of  free 
and  general  Pardon,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  and  com- 
pared ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Re/olved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  IVoodhull  and  Mr.  Cook  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  5",    1 77 7. 

THAT  Mr.  Condicl  prefent  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad  to  afcertain  the  Duty  of 
Commifjioners  of  Appeal,  to  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  for  their  Concurrence. 

Whereupon  the  faid  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MelTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  $,    17  7  7. 

/~TVHAT  Mr.  Condicl  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  that  the  Bill,  entitled, 
-■*  An  Act  to  exempt  a  Number  of  Men  to  be  employed  at  the  Iron  Works  at  Batfto 
and  Mountholly,  in  the  County  of  Burlington,  from  aclual  Service  in  the  Militia, 
under  the  Rejlriclions  ami  Regulations  therein  mentioned,  is  pafTed  by  this  Houfe 
without  any  Amendments. 

Mr.  Woodhull  reported,  that  Mr.  Cook  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of  the 
Houfe. 

The  Bill  fent  from  the  Council,  entitled,  An  Act  to  afcertain  the  Duty  of  Com- 
miffioners  of  Appeal,  was  read  a  fecond  Time,  and  ordered  a  third  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  5,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Cooper  do  prefent  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  recovering  the   Ar- 
rearages of  the  Ten  Thoufand  Pounds  Tax,  and  for  other  PurpoJ'es  therein  men- 
tioned, to  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  for  their  Concurrence. 

Whereupon  the  faid  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 
A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  $,   1 7 77. 

THAT  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  that  the  Bill,  entitled, 
A  fupplemental  Act  to  an  Ail,  entitled,  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  the 
Militia,  is  palled  by  this  Houfe  without  any  Amendments. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  for  recovering  the  Arrearages  of  the  Ten  Thoufand 
Pounds  Tax,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
and   ordered  a  third  Reading. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act  to  afcertain  the  Duty  of  Commiffioners  of  Appeal,  was 
read  a  third  Time  j  on  the  Queftion, 
Rrfolvcd, 
That  the  lame  do  pafs. 
Ordered, 

That 
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That  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Tollman  do  carry  the  faid  Bill   to  the  Council  and 
acquaint  them,  that  the  fame  is  palled  by  this  Houfe  without  any  Amendments. 

Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Tillman  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'clock. 

Friday,   June   6,    1777* 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Memorial  of  George  Mc  Farland,  late  an  Enfign  in  the  five  Months  Levi    , 
having  been  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  taken  into  Consideration, 
Iiefolved, 

That  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Pounds  be  granted  him  for  his  prefent  Support,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  Treafury,  and  replaced  by  a  like  Sum  from  the  Fund  tor  the 
Relief  and  Benefit  of  fuch  Soldiers  as  may  be  wounded  or  difabled,  and  of  the 
Widows  and  Children  of  fuch  as  may  lofe  their  Lives  in  the  Service  of  this 
State  ;  and  that  the  further  Confidcration  of  faid  Memorial  be  referred  to  the 
next  Sitting  of  AfTembly. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Cook  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  requcft  their  Concur- 
rence to  this  Refolution. 

On  Motion, 
Rejblv.d, 

That  fuch  of  the  Members  of  the  Legiflature  as  have  received  Money  for  the 
Purpofe  of  purchafing  Cloathing  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Army,  and  have  not  laid  out 
the  Whole  thereof,  do  immediately  pay  what  is  remaining  in  their  Hands  to  the 
Treafurer  of  this  State,  to  remain  in  the  Treafury  until  drawn  out  by  the  Di- 
rection of  the  Legiflature  ;  and  that  Thomas  Denny,  Moore  Furman  and  Benjatnin 
Halfey  do,  and  are  hereby  directed  to  deliver  the  Cloathing  that  already  hath  or 
hereafter  ihall  be  depofited  in  their  Hands  in  Confcquence  of  an  Order  of  both 
Houfes  at  their  la  ft  Sitting,  to  the  Clothier-General  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  his  Order,  whole  Receipt  lhall  be  a  fufficient  Difcharge. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Moores  and  Mr.  Somers  do  wait   on    the   Council  and  rcqueft   their 
Concurrence  to  the  faid  Refolution. 

Mr.  Mott,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Bill,  entitled,  An  Act   to  regulate 
the  impr  effing  Carriages,  Horfes  and  other  Neceffaries  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Army  in  this 
State,  was  recommitted,    reported    the   fame    with   leveral    Amendments,   which 
being  read,   with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

A  Mcfl'agc  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  6,    1777. 

npHAT  Mr.  Scudder  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Ailembly,  that   the   Bill,   entitled, 

•*•     An  Act  to  fufpend  the   Operation  of  an   Ail,    entitled,   An   Act   to  prevent   tl 
dijlilling  of  Wheat,    Rye   and  other  Grain,  is   palled  by   this    Houfe   without  any 
Amendments. 

The   Engrofled  Bill,     entitled,   An    Act    to    regulate    the    impi  es, 

Horfes  and  other  A'ecefaries  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Army  in  this   State,    Was    read    and 
compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 

blved, 
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Refolded, 
That  the  lame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Cook  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council  for  their  Con- 
currence. 

Mr.  Dick  reported,  that  Mr.  Cook  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  with  them  en- 
trufted  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

Mr.  Vandike,  one  of  the  Members  for  Somerfet  County,  informed  the  Houfe 
that  Alexander  Mac  Eovuen  and  Jacob  Bogart,  Efquires,  two  of  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  faid  County,  are  deceafed  ; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Speaker  do  iflue  an  Order  to  the  Sheriff  to  caufe  an  Election  to  be 
held  for  two  Reprefentatives  for  the  faid  County  of  Somerfet,  in  the  Room  and 
Places  of  the  faid  Alexander  Mac  Eoiven  and  Jacob  Bogart,  Efquires. 

Mr.  Wetherby,  one  of  the  Members  for  Salem  County,  informed  the  Houfe  that 
Elijha  Bajfet,  Efq.  one  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  faid  County,  is  deceafed  j 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Speaker  do  ifTue  an  Order  to  the  Sheriff  to  caufe  an  Election  to  be  held 
for  another  Repreientacive  for  the  faid  County  of  Salem,  in  the  Room  and  Place 
of  the  faid  Elijha  Bajfet,  Efq. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Conditl. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  6,   IJJJ. 

THAT  Mr.  Conditl  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  that  the  Council  have 
concurred  in  the  Refolution  contained  in  the  MefTage  from  the  Houfe  of 
Ailembly  of  this  Morning  refpecting  the  Payment  of  Twenty  Pounds  to  George 
Mc  Far/and. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Conditl. 
Ordered,  •  Council-Chamber,  June  6,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Conditl  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  that  the  Council  have 
concurred  in  the  Resolution  contained  in  the  MefTage  from  the  Houfe  of 
AfTembly  of  this  Morning,  refpecling  the  Payment  of  fuch  Money  as  remain  in 
the  Hands  of  the  Members  of  the  Legiflature  for  the  Purpofe  of  purchafing 
Cloathing  for  the  Ule  of  the  Army,  into  the  Treafury  ;  and  the  Delivery  of  fuch 
Cloathing  as  are  or  may  be  depofited  with  the  Commifuoners  therein  named,  by 
Order  of  the  two  Houfes,  to  the  Clothier-General  of  the  Army,   or  to  his  Order. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  To-morrow  Morning  Eight  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   June  J,    IJJJ' 

The  Houfe  met. 

Refolded, 
That  the  Secretary  of  this  State  deliver  up  to  the  Honourable  John  Stevens, 
E'q.  a  Bo:id  given  by  John  Smyth,  Efq.  late  Treafurer  and  his  Securities  for 
the  due  Execution  of  his  Office  as  Treafurer  ;  and  that  neverthelefs  the  faid  John 
Smyth,  and  his  Securities,  are  to  ftand  in  the  fame  Situation  with  Refpecl  to  the 
Balance  due  on  a  certain  Bond  given  by  Stephen  Skinner  and  James  Parker, 
Efquires,  to  the  faid  John  Smyth,  agreeable  to  a  Writing  already  figned  by  two 
of  them  for  that  Purpofe,  as-  if  the  fir  ft  mentioned  Bond  h;id  not  been  delivered 
up.  And  that  the  Bond  given  by  the  faid  Skinner  and  Parker  be  delivered  to  the 
Attorney-General,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  profecute  the  fame,  if  the  Balance 
due  thereon  be  not  paid  to  the  Treafurer  on  Demand. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Woodhull  do  wait  oa   the  Council  and   requclt  their 
Concurrence  in  the  laid  Refolution. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  Adfc for  defraying  Jkndry  Incidental  Charges ,  was  read  the 
fecond  Time, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettlt. 
Gentlemen,  Haddonfeld,  June  7,    1777. 

THE  Act  of  free  and  general  Pardon  is  now  printed,  and  ready  to  be  di/iri- 
buted  ;  but  unlefs  fbme  Directions  are  given  for  that  Purpofe  before  the  Houfe 
rifes,  there  is  Reafon  to  think  that  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Impreflion  will  lay  at 
the  Printer's  Office,  till  the  Term  to  which  the  Pardon  is  limited  is  elapfed. — By 
this  Means  the  benevolent  Intention  of  the  Legislature  in  pa  fling  the  Act,  will  be 
defeated  ;  and  many  Offenders  wbo  would  have  taken  the  Benefit,  had  it  been  in 
their  Power  to  have  arrived  at  the  Knowledge  of  it,  remain  obnoxious  to  its  Pe- 
nalties ;  and  what  appears  in  Speculation,  as  a  Fountain  of  univcrlal  Acccfs,  be 
in  Reality,  a  Fountain  fealed.  I  would  therefore  recommend  it  to  the  Houfe,  to  em- 
ploy a  fit  Perfon,  immediately  to  diitribute  a  fufficicnt  Number  of  Copies  in  fuch 
Parts  of  the  State  in  which  they  are  molt  likely  to  fall  into  the  Hands  of  thole 
for  whole  Benefit  the  Act  is  intended, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  7,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  that  the  Council  have 
concurred  in  the  Reiolutions  contained  in  the  Meflage  from  the  Houfe  of 
Affembly  of  this  Morning,  respecting  the  delivering  up  to  the  Honourable  John 
Stevens,  Elq.  a  Bond  given  by  John  Smyth,  Efq.  late  Treafurer,  and  his  Securities, 
for  the  due  Execution  of  his  Olfice  as  Treafurer  ;  and  reflecting  a  certain  Bond 
given    by  Stephen  Skinner  and  James  Parker,  Efquires,   to  the  (aid  John  Smyth. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by   Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  7,   1777. 

rTnHAT  Mr.   Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  that  the  Bill,  entitled, 
A    A  Supplement  to  an  A  I,  entitled,   An  Act  to  puni/h   Traitors  and  difajfcclcd  Pcr- 
fons,  is  palled  by  the  Council  without  any  Amendment?. 

His  Excellency's  Meflage  of  this  Day  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Mehclm  and  Mr.  Price  do  wait  on  His  Excellency,  and,  in  anfwer 
thereto,  inform  him,  that  this  Houfe  is  fully  fenfible  of  the  N  .flitv  of  having 
the  Law  referred  to  in  his  Meflage  immediately  distributed:  And  although 
Members  of  this  Houfe  when  retired  to  their  refpective  Counties  will  no  Doubt 
facilitate  that  neceflary  Mealure  as  fbon  as  p  illihic,  yet  llicy  are  u:  Opinion  that 
it  may  be  neceflary  to  employ  iome  Perfons,  whole  immediate  Bufinels  it  lhall  be, 
and  requeft  that  His  Excellency  will  pleafe  to  employ  fuch  P  ;:  ..  .  as  foon  as 
convenient,  and  this  Houfe  will  make  Proviiion  for  defraying  the  Expence  thereof. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee   on   publick  AccountSj  made  the  following 
Report  : 

Oo  Dr. 
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Dr.  Benjamin  Holme,  Efq.  in  Account  with  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  for  paying  the 
To  Cafh  and  Sundries,  per  Vouchers  and  Account,  -  £.  684 :  18  :  6 


The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Two,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  Money  drawn  from  Congrefs  for  the  Payment  of  the  Militia  of  this  State 
being  expended, 
Rejolved, 

That  the  Delegates  in  Congrefs  for  this  State  be  requefled  to  apply  to  Congrefs 
for  the  further  Sum  of  One  Hundred  Thou/and  Dollars,  for  difcharging  what  now 
is,  and  loon  will  become  due  to  the  faid  Militia  ;  and  that  the  faid  Delegates  pay 
the  Money  by  them  to  be  received  in  Manner  following,  to  wit,  To  the  Honourable 
Andrew  Sinnickjbn,  Efq.  Twenty-jive  Thoufand  Dollars  for  paying  the  Militia  of 
the  Counties  of  Gloucejler,  Salem,  Cumberland  and  Cape-May  :  To  John  Hart, 
Efq.  Twenty-jive  Thoujand  Dollars  for  paying  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Hun- 
terdon, Monmouth  and  Burlington  :  To  Jacob  Drake,  Efq.  Twenty  jive  Thoujand 
Dollars  for  paying  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Morris,  Bergen  and  Sujjex  :  To 
Caleb  Camp,  Efq.  Twenty-five  Thoujand  Dollars  for  paying  the  Militia  of  Ejjex, 
Middle/ex  and  Somerjet.  Whofe  relpe&ive  Receipts  for  the  faid  Sums  fo  by  them 
reflectively  to  be  received,  ihall  be  to  the  faid  Delegates  a  full  Difcharge  for  the 

fame. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tollman  and  Mr.  Moore s  do  wait  on  the  Council  and  requefl  their 
Concurrence  to  the  faid  Refblution. 

The  Bill,  entitled,  An  A&for  recovering  the  Arrearages  of  the  Ten  Thoufand 
Pounds  Tax,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  third  Time  ;  on 
the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  next  Sitting  of  AfTembly. 

The  EngrofTed  Bill,  entitled,  An  Ad  for  defraying  fundry  Incidental  Charges^ 
was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 

Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tollman  and  Mr.  Moores  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council   for 

their  Concurrence. 

Mr.  Tollman  reported,  that  Mr.  Moores  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Orders  of 
the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Me  helm  reported,  that  Mr.  Price  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meflage  with 
them  entrufted  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Hand. 

Ordered, 
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Artillery  Company  commanded  by  Capt.  Hugg,  and  for  building  Barracks  at  Elfinborougb.  Cr. 

By  Powder,  Rations  and  Pay  of  Capt.  Hugg's  Company  of  Artillery,         £.  544  111:9 
By  building  Barracks  at  Elfinborougb,  -  -  136:    9:5 

Balance  due  to  the  State,  -  -  -  3:17:4 



£.  684  :  1 8  : 6 

John  Mehelm, 
Abia  Brown. 


Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  7,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Hand  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  that  the  Council  have  con- 
curred in  the  Refolution  contained  in  the  Meffage  from  the  Houfe  of  Aflem- 
bly of  this  Day  reflecting  the  Application  to  Congrels  for  One  Hundred  Thoufand 
Dollars  for  the  Pay  of  the  Militia  of  this  State. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  7,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Condift  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  and  acquaint  them,  that 
the  Council  having  appointed  a  Committee  to  confider  of  and  amend  the  Bill, 
entitled,  An  Act  to  regulate  the  impr  effing  Carriages,  Horfes  and  other  Neceffaries  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  Army  in  this  State,  cannot,  conGdering  the  great  Importance  of  the 
faid  Bill,  without  manifeftly  neglecting  their  Duty  to  their  Conftituents,  forbear 
requesting  the  farther  Sitting  of  the  Affembly,  until  the  Council  receive  the 
Report   of  their  Committee  on  the  faid  Bill. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scuddcr. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  June  7,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Scudder  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,   that  the  Bill,  entitled, 
An  Act  for  defraying  fundry  Incidental  Charges,  is  palled  by  the  Council  with- 
out any  Amendments. 

Ordered, 
That  750  Sets  of  the  Votes,    and  the  like  Number  of  Laws,   be  printed;  and 
that  the  Members  of  the  respective  Counties  give  Directions  to  the  Printer  where 
to  fend  them. 


The  following  ACTS  were  palTed  at  the  feveral  Sittings. 

1.  An  A3  repealing  an  Ordinance  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  Jtrfoi  of  the  twenty-firft  of  Augufl  laft  $ 
anil  for  recording  and  appropriating  certain   Militia  Fines  ;  and  to  prevent  cxeelfive  Diftreffes. 

2.  An  A3  for  the  Security  of  the  Government  of  Nen-fer/ey. 

3.  Aa  A8  to  render  certain  Billi  of  Credit   a  legal  Tender  within  this  State,  and  to   prevent  the  counterfeiting  of 
the  fame,  and  other  Bills  of  Credit. 

4.  An  A3  to  confirm  and  eftabliih  the  feveral  Courts  of  Jufticc  within  this  State. 

5.  An  AH  to  punifli  Traitors  and  difaffected  Perform. 

6.  An  Aft  for  the  Infp;dlion  of  Gun-Powder. 

7.  An  A3  for  eftablilhing  a  Court  of  Admiralty  ami   Cultom-Houfes  within  the  State   of  Newjerfrjt. 

8.  Am  A3  to  encourage  Ir'illi.tm  Parker,  William  Curites,  Richard  Lippilttott,   "Jeremiah  Borden,  and  Lili. 
home,  to  eredt  Salt- Works  in  the  State  of  JKeu-Jer/ej. 

9.  An  A3  for  the  raifing  of  four  Battalions. 

io.  An  A3  for  more  effectually  preventing  difaffccied  and  evil-minded  Pcrfons  deftroying  the  Credit  nul   Circulation 
of  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  and  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  l>y  the  late  Congreu  of  thUSUte. 
11.  An  AH  to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  or  forging  the  'I  icketa  of  the  United  Stales  Lottery. 
1  a.  An  A3  to  repeal  the  eighth  Section  of  an  Act,  entitled,  An  Act  •';>■  ih.    raifing    of  four  Battttft 

13.  An  A3  to  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  Piovilions,  ami  other  Article!  therein  mention.  .'. 

14.  An  A3  to  prevent  Defertion  from  the  Arm;  of  the   United    State!  of  Am  ric*,  and  fbl    other  Purpofes  therein 
mentioned. 

IS  An  A3  to   empower   the   Marlhal   of  the   Court    of  Admiralty   to  fecore  and  fell   the   I'ri/c  Vclfel  or  Brigantim- 
called  the  Defiance,  lately  taken  by  the  Militia  of  tbta  Si 

l6,    An 
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i(,    An  A3  to  erhnower  the  Inhabitants  of  Lower-Pe>ms-Neci;  in  the  County  of  Salem,  to  rebuild  and  keep  in  Repair 
and  Caufeway  in  the   Road  leading  from   Stony-IJland,  through  the  Townfhip  of  Mamngtdn,  to  the  Salem 
l  Road. 


19'.  An  J«3  to  prevent  the  dialling  of  Wheat,  Rye,  and  other  Grain. 

jo.  An  A3  for  the  better  regulating  the  Militia.  _  _  .....  r         ,  n 

-i    An  A3  for  eftablifhing  Magazines  ot  Arms,  Ammunition  and  Warlike  Stores  in  the  ieveral  Counties  of  this 

State    an  I  to  poltpoiie  the  Sinking  of  fo  much   of  the  Quotas  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Tax  for  the  Years  One  Thouland 

Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-fix,  and  One  Thoufand  Seven  Hundred  and  Seventy-feven,  as  may  be  neceffaryfor  defray- 

•n  m.  ' Attl S  for  invefting  the  Governor  and  a  Council,  confiding  of  twelve,  with  certain  Powers  therein  mentioned 
for  a  limited  Time. 

1 ;.   An  A3  for  the  regulating  of  Conftabies. 

ix    An  AP  for  defraying  fundry  Incidental  Charges.  .... 

An  Ad  to  authorize  the  prefent  Treafurer.  to  fign  fuch  of  the  unfigned  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State  as  were 
:  d   by  Law  to  be   limed    by  the  late  Treafurers,   and  for  other  Purpoies  therein  mentioned. 
26.  An  A3  for  granting  an  annual    Salary  to  the  Secretary   of  this  State,  in  Lieu  of  his  Fees  on  the  Commifiions 
of  Ju'ftices,  Coroners  'and  Militia  Offfcers.  .  ; 

»7.  An   A3  to  exempt  ten  Men,  to  be  employed  at  the  Union  Salt  Works  in  the  State  of  Neiv-Jerfy,  from  Ser- 

in  the  Militia.  .      .... 

»8    An  JiS  to  revive  and  continue  feveral  Courts  of  Juftice  in  this  State. 
-,;    'An   A3  for  completing  the  four  Battalions  of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Service. 

30.  An  A3  for  regulating  the  Election  of  the  Members  of  the  Legiflative-Council  and  Affembly,  Sheriffs  and  Coro- 
:  of  the  State  of  Ne<w-Jerfej.i  ;  «  .  .    -   J 

si    An  jjfi!  for  rendering  more  effectual  two  certain  Afts  therein  mentioned. 

32.  An  A3  to  fufpend  the  Operation  of  an  Acl,   entitled,  An    'A3  to  prevent  the   diftilling  of  Wheat,   Rye   and 

other  Grain.  ,     ,  ,    .         ,      .„.,-.. 

33.  A  Supplemental  A3  to  an  ASt,  entitled,  An  A3  for  the  better  regulating  the  Militia. 

34.  An  A3  of  free  and  general  Pardon,    and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned. 
35!  An  A3  to  afcertaia  the  Duty  of  Comminioners  of  Appeal. 

36!  An  A3  to  exempt  a  Number  of  Men,  to  be  employed  at  the  Iron-Works  at  BatJlomA  Mountbolly,  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  BurUmrton,   from  actual  Service  in  the  Militia,  under  the  Reftrictions  and  Regulations  therein  mentioned. 
'  57.  A    Supplement  to  an  A3,  entitled,  An  A3  to  punifh  Traitors  and  difaffefted  Perfons. 
\S.  An  A3  for  defraying  fundry  Incidental  Charges. 

The   Hpufe  adjourned  to  meet  at  Haddonfield  on  Wednefday  the  third  Day  of 

September  next.  * 


BY  Virtue  of  an  Order  of  the  GENERAL   ASSEMBLY 
of  the   State    of  New-Jerfey,   I    do    appoint    Ifaac   Collins  of 

Burlington,  to  print  thefe  Votes. 

JOHN    HART,     Speaker, 
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AtaSESSION  begun  at  Princeton  on  the  27th  Day  of  Augujl  1776, 

and  continued  by  Adjournments  until  the  nth  of  Ottober  1777. 

■  Being  the  Last  Sitting  of  their  First  Session. 
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N     T     O'  N: 

Printed  by  Isaac 

Collins,  M.dcc.lxxix. 

MEMBERS   of   the  LEGISLATIVE-COUNCIL. 


Middlefex, 

Monmouth, 

£/<■*, 

Somerfet, 

Bergen, 

Burlington, 

Cloucejler, 

Salem, 

Cumberland, 

Cape -May, 

Hunterdon, 

Morris, 

Sujfex, 
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John  Wetherill, 

Nathaniel  Scudder, 

Stephen  Crane, 

William  Paterfon, 

John  Fell, 

Richard  Smith, 

John  Cooper, 

Andrew  Sinnickfon, 

Thcophilus  Elmer, 

Jonathan  Hand, 

John  Stevens,  Vice-Prefident, 

Silas  Conditt, 

John  Cleves  Symmes, 


Efquires. 


MEMBERS    of    the    ASSEMBLY. 


Middle/ex, 

Monmouth, 

EJfex, 

Somerfet, 

Bergen, 

Burlington, 

Cloucejler, 

Salem, 

Cumberland, 

Cape-May, 

Hunterdon, 

Morris, 

Sujfex, 
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John  Combs, 
Daniel  Moores, 
Benjamin  Manning, 

John  Covenhoven, 
Jofeph  Holmes,  jun. 
James  Mott,  jun. 

Abraham  Clark, 
Caleb  Camp, 
Henry  Garritfe, 

Jacob  Bogart, 
Alexander  Mac  Eowen, 
Reoloff  Vandike, 

Peter  Zabrifkie, 
Theunis  Day, 
David  Board, 

Peter  Tallman, 
Caleb  Shreve, 
Jofeph  Newbold, 

Richard  Somers, 
Robert  F.  Price, 
Ifaac  Mickle, 

Edmund  Wetherby, 
Samuel  Dick, 
Eliflia  Bafiet,  jun. 

Ephraim  Harris, 
Jonathan  Bowen, 
John  Buck, 

Eli  Eldredge, 
Jofeph  Savage, 
Hugh  Hathorne, 

John  Hart,  Speaker, 
John  Mehelm, 
Charles  Coxc, 

Jacob  Drake, 
Ellis  Cook, 
William  Woodhull, 

Cafpar  Shaffar, 
Abia  Brown, 
Thomas  Peterfon, 


Efquires. 


nres. 
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VOTES 

AND 

PROCEEDINGS 

OF        THE 

GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

OF        THE 

State  of  New-Jersey. 

HADDONFIELD,  Wednefday,  September  3,   1777. 


T 


H  E  Houfe  met,  purfuant  to  Adjournment ;  and,  there  not  be- 
ing a  fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  on  Bufinefs,  ad- 
journed till  to-morrow  Morning  nine  o'Clock. 

Thurfday,   September  4,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Roeloff  Sebring  and  William  Vcr  Bryck,  Efquires,  being  returned  Re- 
prefentatives  for  the  County  of  Somerfet,  the  feveral  Returns  and  Certi- 
ficates of  their  Election  were  read  and  filed  ;  and,  they  having  been 
duly  qualified  by  the  Speaker,  took  their  Seats  in  the  Houfe. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Price  do  wait  on  His  Excellency,  and  ac- 
quaint him  that  a  fufficient  Number  of  Members  to  proceed  on  Bufi- 
nefs are  met,  and  ready  to  receive  any  Thing  he  ihall  pleafe  to  lay  be- 
fore them. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr.  Michle  be  a  Committee  to  infpect  the  Minutes, 
<nd  make  Report  to  the  Houfe  what  Bufinefs  was  referred  to  this  Sitting. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe   met. 

^  Mr.  Dick  reported,  that  Mr.  Price  and   himfelf  had  waited  on  His 
Excellency  according  to  Order,  who  was  pleated  to  fay,  that  as  there 

Q^q  were 
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were  not  yet  a  fufficient  Number  of  the  Council  to  make  a  Houfe,  he 
fhould  not  have  any  Thing  to  lay  before  the  Affembly  this  Evening. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houle  Refolves  of  Congrefs,  recommend- 
ing it  to  the  feveral  States  to  take  effectual  Mea lures  for  procuring, 
during  the  enfuing  Winter,  fuch  Supplies  of  Arms,  Tents,  and  other 
military  Stores,  Blankets,  Cloathing,  Medicines,  and  other  necellary 
Articles  for  their  refpedtive  Militia,  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  next  Cam- 
paign, &c.  Alio  to  tranfmit  to  Congreis  Accounts  of  all  Monies  ad- 
vanced for,  and  Expences  incurred  by,  Prifoners  of  War,  &f,  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Charles  Pettit,  Efquire,  in  Behalf  of 
himfelf  and  others,  Proprietors  of  the  Independent  Salt-Works,  in  this 
State,  praying  an  Exemption  of  fuch  a  Number  of  Men,  not  exceeding 
twenty,  as  mall  be  actually  employed  in  erecting  and  carrying  on  laid 
"Works  ;  and  alfo  to  grant  to  the  Proprietors  the  Sum  of  £.  2000  on 
Loan,  without  Interelr.  for  three  Years,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  en- 
large and  carry  on  a  Work  fo  necellary  to  the  publick  Good,  at  this 
important  Crilis ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

Refolved, 
That  Thomas  Smith  be  Doorkeeper  to  this  Houfe,  during  the  prefent 
Sitting. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   September  5,    J  777- 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  John  Jacob  Faiflj,  Proprietor  of  the  Iron- 
Works  at  Mount-Hope,  in  Morris  County,  praying,  for  Reafons  therein 
fet  forth,  an  Exemption  from  military  Service  for  fuch  a  Number  of 
Men  as  lhall  be  found  neceffary  to  carry  on  the  laid  Works  ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MelTage.  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen, 

T>  Y  a  Refolution  of  Congrefs,  of  the  29th  of  Augujl  laft,  I  am  requeft- 
JJ  ed  to  lend  Congrefs  fuch  a  Number  of  Arms  as  can  be  procured  in 
this  State  ;  or,  if  Arms  can  be  purchased  in  this  State,  that  I  will  ap- 
point proper  Perlbns  to  colled  and  pay  for  them  at  the  continental 
Expence. 

I  have  fome  Reafon  to  think  that  fome  Arms  may  be  purchafed  in  this 
State,  but  our  Militia  is  at  prefent  fo  poorly  armed,  that  I  doubt  whe- 
ther all  the  Arms  that  can  be  procured  will  be  more  than  fufficient  to 
equip  thole  who  are  yet  in  Want.  If,  however,  there  is  a  polfibility  of 
buying  more  than  are  neceffary  for  that  Purpole,  I  conceive  it  our  Duty 
to  furnilh  the  Honourable  Congreis  with  the  Surplus.  I  would  there- 
fore recommend  it  to  the  Houfe  to  appoint  proper  Perfons  to  purchafe  all 
the  Arms  that  may  be  bought  in  this  State,  and  to  lend  Congrefs  what- 
ever Part  of  them  can  be  fpared,  after  the  neceffary  Equipment  of  our 
own  Militia. 

JLiddonfield,  Sept.  5,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Mott, 


WILLIAM     LIVINGSTON,    Efquire,    Governor.  155 


Mr.  Molt,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  infpect  the  Minutes, 
made  the  following  Report : 

/~p  H  E  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Minutes  of  laft  Sitting  of 
■**     Ailembly,   and  lee  what  Buiinels  was  leic  unilnilhed  or  referred  to 
this  Sitting,  beg  Leave  to  report  as  follows, 

I.  A  Committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill  at  this 
Sitting,  for  providing  Ways  and  Means  to  link  the  Bills  of  Credit  now 
current  in  this  State. 

-:.  Mr.  Tallman,  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr.  Broivn  were  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  join  a  Committee  of  Council,  to  collect  all  the  Accounts  rela- 
tive to  Prilbners  ;  alio  to  collect  and  adjuft  all  publick  Accounts  with 
the  Congrels,  the  State  of  Ncw-Tork  and  T  ennfylvania,  and  lay  them 
before  the  Legislature  at  this  Sitting. 

3.  A  Petition  from  Samuel  Miller  and  James  Young,  praying  a  Bounty 
on  the  Manufacturing  Copperas  and  Brimltone,  referred  to  this  Sitting. 

4.  A  Memorial  from  George  Mac  Far/and,  referred  to  this  Sitting. 

5.  The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  recovering  the  Arrearages  of  the  Ten 
Thoufand  Pounds  Tax,  and  for  other  PurpoJ'cs  therein  mentioned,  referred 
to  this  Sitting. 


6.  We  alio  find  that  Mr.  Broivn  and  Mr.  Wetherby  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  join  a  Committee  of  Council,  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the 
Expenditure  of  the  One  Hundred  Thonfand  Dollars  for  paying  the  Militia 
and  Four-Months  Men,  in  the  Service  of  the  State,  and  to  make  Report 
to  the  Houle. 

7.  Alfo  a  Petition  from  Henry  Jones  and  Company,  praying  an  Ex- 
emption for  ten  Men  from  Militia  Duties,  (except  in  cafe  of  Emergenc\) 
to  be  employed  at  their  Salt-Works  in  Cape-May,  was  read,  and  order- 
ed a  fecond  Reading. 

8.  A  Memorial  from  Captain  Samuel  Kaighn,  was  read,  and  ordered 
a  fecond  Reading. 

9.  We  further  find  it  ordered,  that  fuch  of  the  Members  of  the  Le- 
giflature as  have  received  Money  for  purchafing  Cloathing  for  the  Army, 
and  not  laid  it  out,  pay  the  lame  to  the  Trcafurer  ;  and  that  Thomas 
Denny,  Moore  Furman  and  Benjamin  Halfey  do  deliver  the  Cloathing,  in 
their  Hands,  to  the  Clothier-General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  South- 
Amboy,  in  the  County  of  Mid.llejex,  praying  that  the  Appointment  of 
Officers  at  their  Town-Meeting,  on  the  firft  of  this  Inflant,  September, 
may  be  confirmed  by  a  Law  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick,  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.   Drake  and  Mr.  Ver 
Bryck,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Supplementary  Act  to 
the  Act,   intitled,  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  the  Militia. 

A  Mefl'agc  from  1 1  is  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pet  tit. 

Gentlemen, 

HEREWITH  tranfmit  you  a  Refolution  of  the  Honourable  the 
Congrels,  of  ycfterday's  Date,  recommending  it  to  me  forthwith  to 
order  out  three  thoufand  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  for  the  Purpolc 
of  re-inforcing  the  Armv  tinder  GcncvnX  IV a/ hing ton,  to  rendezvous  at 
Hnfol  with  as  much  Dilpatch  as  poffiblc,  accompanied  with  a  Letter 
from  the  Honourable  Juhn  Hancock,  Efquire,  urging  my  Compliance 
with  the  Requifition,  and  acquainting  me  that  it  will  be  highly  agree- 
able 
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able  to  Congrefs  to  give  the  Command  to  General  Dickinfon,  Should  the 
Appointment  fall  in  with  my  Judgment. 

By  our  Militia-Law  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  this  State  cannot 
Order  our  Militia  to  amit  the  Continental  Army  in  any  of  the  neigh- 
bouring States,  without  the  Advice  of  the  Legislature,  when  fitting.  I 
therefore  requeft  the  Advice  of  your  Houfe,  as  one  Branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, on  the  Subject,  with  all  the  Difpatch  which  the  Exigency  of  the 
Cafe  feems  to  require.  And,  if  the  whole  Legiflature  fhould  concur  in 
granting  the  Requifition,  I  doubt  not  the  Appointment  of  General 
Dickinfon  to  the  Command,  will  be  univerlally  agreeable. 

Haddonfield,  Sept.  5,    1777.  W1L.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which,  with  the  Refolution  and  Letter  therein  mentioned,  were 
read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Grace  Malaby,  fetting  forth,  that  her 
late  Hufband,  Cornelius  Malaby,  having  enlifted  in  the  Five-Months 
Service  in  this  State,  was  taken  Prifoner  and  died  in  the  Service,  and 
left  her  with  a  Family  of  fmall  Children  in  Diftrefs,  and  praying  Relief ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  fundry  Perfons,  Conftables  in  the 
County  of  Morris,  letting  forth,  that  the  Fees  allowed  by  Law  are  in- 
adequate to  the  Services  they  perform,  and  praying  the  Fees  may  be 
raifed  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Anne  Hyler,  of  Morris  County,  Widow 
of  Jacob  Hyler,  deceafed,  fetting  forth,  that  her  Hufband  having  in  his 
Lifetime  joined  the  BritiJIj  Army,  his  Eftate  has  been  fold  by  the  Com- 
miffioners,  as  forfeited  to  the  State,  and  praying  to  have  the  Monies  the 
laid  Eftate  fold  for  returned  to  her  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
fecond  Reading. 

On  Motion, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Combes,  and   Mr.  Camp,  be   a  Committee  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  Heirs  at  Law  from   taking    by  Defcent   the 
Whole  of  the  Real  £ftate  of  Perfons  dying  Inteftate. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  nine  o'Clocb. 

Saturday,   September  6,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
A  Meilage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Petiit. 

Gentlemen, 

THE  Congrefs  by  their  Refolution  of  the  12th  of  May  lalt,  having 
refolved  that  Poft-Mafters,  Port-Riders,  and  Perfons  immediately 
concerned  in  conducting  the  Bufinefs  of  the  Poft-OfEce,  ought  to  be 
exempted  from  all  Military  Duties,  and  that  it  be  recommended  tp 
the  Legiflatures  of  the  different  States  to  exempt  fuch  Perfons  according- 
ly ;  I  doubt  not ,  you  will  by  an  additional  Bill  to  our  Militia  Law, 
provide  for  the  Exemption  fo  recommended. 

Haddonjicld,  Sept.  6,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered   a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Petition 
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A  Petition  was  prefented  from  a  Number  of  Inhabitants  of  Freehold, 
in  the  County  of  Monmouth,  Petting  forth,  that  Waggons,  Horfes, 
Grain,  and  other  Articles  for  the  Hie  of  the  Army,  have  been  fre- 
quently impreflcd  from  the  Inhabitants,  and  that  they  have  been  put 
to  great  Trouble  and  Kxpence  in  obtaining  any  Pay  for  the  lame,  and 
praying  Redrels  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  South- Amboy,  praying  that  the 
Proceedings  of  their  Town-Meeting  the  firll  of  this  Inflant,  September, 
with  Re  I  peel  to  the  Election  of  Officers,  may  be  confirmed,    was  read 
the  fecond  Time  ; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Bey,  Mr.  Maiming  and  Mr.  Camp,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  bring  in  a  Bill  tor  that  Purpoie,  and  alfb  to  eilablifh  the 
Election  of  Ollicers  at  any  other  Town-Meetings  in  this  State,  where 
it  may  be  necellary. 

Mr.  Dick,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in 
a  Bill,   intitled  An  Act  to  explain    and  amend  an  Acl,  intitled,  An  Act 
for  the  better  regulating  the  Militia,  and  the  Supplemental  Acl   thereto  ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned   till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Members  withdrew   to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  &c. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,    September  8,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Petition  from  fundry  Conftables  of  Morris  County,  praying  their 
Fees  may  be   railed,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  (^iueltion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  lame  lie  on  the  Table. 

The  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Freehold,  in  the  County  of 
Monmouth,  re  I  peeling  the  imprelllng  of  Waggons,  Horfes,  Grain,  &c. 
for  the  Ule  of  the  Army,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  but  as  a  Bill  is 
now  before  the  Council,  tending  to  prevent  in  future  the  Inconvenien- 
cics  complained  of  in  the  faid  Petition,  it  is  unncccll'ary  to  take  further 
Order  therein. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Edward  Keasby,  Efq.  being  returned  a  Reprefentative  for  the  County 
of  Salem,  the  Return  and  Certificate  of  his  Election,  w.is  read  and  filed; 
and,  he  having  been  duly  qualified  by  the  Speaker,  took  his  Scat  in  the 
Houfe. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Thomas  Allen,  fetting  forth,  that  he  is 
one  of  the  Militia  of  the  County  of  Salem,  and  was  one  of  the  Number 
taken  Prifoners  by  the  Engli/h  at  Staren-IJland,  on  the  17th  of  Oilober 
lait  ;  that  owing  to  the  Severity  of  his  Treatment  and  the  Diforders 
contracted  in  Confequence  of  it,  he  continued  for  feveral  Months  in- 
capable of  getting  his  Livelihood,  and  hath  not  from  the  Time  of  his 
being  taken  Prifoner  until  now  received  any  Confederation  for  the  fame, 
ami  praying  Belief,  &c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

R  r  A  Petition 
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A  Petition  was  prefented  by  John  Francifeo,  one  of  the  Militia  of 
Salem  County,  letting  forth,  that  from  his  being  wounded  while  iu 
Service,  with  a  Mufket  Ball,  he  was  rendered  incapable  of  Bufmels, 
and  praying  fbme  Reconipence  for  his  Lois  of  Time,  &c.  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  a  iecond  Reading. 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit,  informing 
the  Houie  that  His  Excellency  is  in  the  Council-Chamber,  and  defires 
the  Attendance  of  the  Houfe  ;  whereupon  Mr.  Speaker  left  the  Chair, 
and  with  the  Houfe  went  to  wait  on  His  Excellency  ;  and,  being  re- 
turned, Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  reported,  that  the  Houie 
had  waited  on  His  Excellency,  who  was  plea  fed  to  make  a  Speech  to 
the  Council  and  General  Affembly,  of  which  he  faid  he  had,  to  prevent 
Miftakes,  obtained  a  Copy  ;  which,  by  Order  of  the  Houfe,  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows,    viz. 

Gentlemen, 

I  HEARTILY  congratulate  you  on  the  important  Succefs  of  the  Ame- 
rican Arms  at  Bennington  and  Fort  Schuyler  ;  which  at  the  fame  Time 
that  it  refle&s  the  brighteft  Luftre  on  the  Bravery  of  our  Officers  and 
Men  ;  may  ferve  to  teach  Great-Britain  that  we  are  not  be  fubdued  by 
Proclamations  ;  nor  under  any  Apprehenfions  from  a  menacing  Meteor, 
that,  after  the  moil  portentous  Glare,  f'o  foon  evaporates  into  Smoak, 
or  vaniihes  into  Nothing. 

The  fame  Spirit  which  at  firft  animated  us  to  oppofe  the  Attempts 
of  arbitrary  Power  ;  and,  after  all  Reafoning  and  Expoftulation  had 
been  found  Fruitlefs,  compelled  us,  by  Force  of  Arms,  to  affert  the  un- 
alienable Rights  of  Freemen,' will  ever  enable  us,  in  a  Reliance  upon 
the  Divine  Bleffing,  to  baffle  the  tyrannic  and  bloody  Purpofes  of  an 
Enemy,  diverted  of  Humanity  ;  at  open  War  with  Reafon  and  Juftice  ; 
•and  out-barbarizing  all  the  Barbarities  in  Pliftory.  How  conipicuous 
the  Finger  of  Heaven  in  their  Expulfion  from  this  State,  the  moft  LJn- 
obfervant  may  recollect  with  Wonder  ;  and  every  ferious  Man  will 
remember  with  devout  Gratitude.  Let  us  only  perfevere  with  the 
fame  Ardour  in  repelling  their  unprovoked  Floftilities,  and  they  muft 
ere  long  relinquilh  their  defperate  Purpole,  and  return  to  the  Place  from 
whence  they  came  with  indelible  Infamy.  Let  us  not  therefore  be  dis- 
couraged by  a  few  tranfient  Inconveniencies,  the  enduring  of  which 
may  be  productive  of  the  moft  permanent  Bleflings.  In  Proportion  to 
the'  Value  of  the  Prize  contended  for,  ought  to  be  the  Vigour  of  our 
Struggle,  and  the  Blood  and  Treafure  we  ihould  be  willing  to  expend 
in  fecuring  it  :  And  what  can  be  too  valuable  a  Sacrifice  for  iecuring 
that  without  which  nothing  elfe  is  of  any  Value  ?  For  with  the  Lofs  of 
Liberty,  every  remaining  Pofieifion,  being  held  at  the  arbitrary  Will  of 
another,  becomes,  beyond  Queftion,  utterly  worthleis.  To  deter  us 
into  Submiffion,  the  Horrors  of  War  may,  by  artful  Men,  be  drawn 
in  ftrong  and  glowing  Colours  :  And  War  is  indeed  a  Calamity  moft 
devoutly  to  be  deprecated.  But  whence  doth  War  derive  its  Horrors, 
but  from  the  temporary  Lofs  oi'Jbme  of  thofe  Bleffings,  of  which  the  me- 
ditated Deipotifm  would  totally  deprive  us,  and  that  in  perpetuity  ?  The 
Eftablifhment  of  Tyranny  will  iurely  leave  us  nothing  of  which  the 
EfFecls  of  War  can  diveft  us.  But  a  reiblute  Oppofition  may  prevent 
the  Eftablifhment  of  Tyranny,  and  fecure  Freedom  to  our  remoceftPof- 
teri't'y.     Appeal  to  Reafon  ;  and  Ihe  cries  aloud,   resist,  resist. 

Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, 
I  fhall  now  lav  before  you  fuch  Matters  as  have  occurred  to  me,  as 
worthy  your  Deliberation  during  the  prefent  Seilion. 

The  Scarcity  of  Salt  is  a  Matter  of  fcrimis  Confidcration  ;  and  lias 
been  induilrioudv  perverted  by  our  internal  Enemies  to  the  moll  peflli- 
lent  Purpolcs.  Nor  can  there  be  any  Ueafbn  for  perpetuating  this 
Grievance,  and  the  pernicious  political  Con  Sequence  thence  resulting, 
while  a  Quantity,  iiidicient  for  the  Conlumption  oi  all  our  Inhabitants, 
may  eafily  be  manufactured  in  this  State,  It  iccms,  therefore,  worthy 
your  Attention,  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  fbr  the  Eegiilatufe" 
to  creel  fuch  Works  at  the  publick  Ex-pence  ;  and  to  appoint  proper 
Perions  to  distribute  she  Commodity,  in  due  Proportions,  to  the  feve- 
ral  Counties  at  nearly  the  prime  Cod.  Thus  might  all  the  People  be 
cheaply  fupplicd  ;   and  the  Stave  be  fully  reimburled. 

The  Lofs  oi  a  very  coniiderablc  Sum  of  Money,  together  with  a  Num- 
ber of  Specialties  and  other  valuable  Pa  pert  belonging  to  the  State, 
which  had  been  committed  to  the  Cuftody  of'  a  late  Member  of  Con- 
vention, appears  a  Matter  of  two  much  importance  to  acquiefce  in, 
without  a  legal  Determination  of  his  Culpability  or  Innocence.  I  find, 
indeed*  by  your  Journals,  that  the  Houie  has  made  fome  Inquiry  into 
the  Matter.  But  the  AlTemblv  being  no  competent  Judicature  finally 
to  determine  whether  the  Trudee  is  refponfible  for  the  Lofs  of  the  De- 
poll  t ;  the  Queftion  ftill  remains  to  be  decided  by  a  conditutional  Tri- 
bunal, which  is  either  a  Court  of  Law,  or  in  a  Courie  of  Equity,  ac- 
cording to  the  Nature  and  Circumftanccs  of  the  Cafe.  I  would,  there- 
fore, recommend  it  to  you,  in  Juilice  to  the  good  People  of  this  Sratc, 
who  are  intimately  concerned  in  the  Event  oi  the  Trial,  to  direct  a 
Prolecution  for  the  Purpofe. 

As  our  Proportion  of  the  heavy  Debt  which  will  inevitably  be  occasi- 
oned by  the  unnatural  War,  in  which  the  boundlels  Avarice  and  Am- 
bition of  Great- Britain  hath  involved  us,  will  be  feverely  felt  unlefs  lea- 
fonably  clilcliarged,  I  would  moil  carne'lly  importune  you  not  to  fuf- 
fer  this  Seihon  to  pais  without  finking  Part  of  it  by  Tax.  Thole  who 
are  for  postponing  this  interesting  Affair  to  a  diitant  Period,  are  not 
aware  of  the  extenfive  Mii'chief  that  will  attend  fo  fatal  a  Mcafure. 

I  think  it  my  indifpcnfable  Duty,  Gentlemen,  to  a  fin  re  you  of  my 
repeated  Experience  of  the  Inludicicncy  of  our  Militia  Law1.  In  time  of 
open  War,  and  efpccially  in  cale  of  an  Invafion,  the  military  force  of 
a  State  ought  to  be  compellable  to  turn  out.  Any  Commutations  or 
pecuniary  Mulch  in  Lieu  oi  actual  Service,  render  the  Act,  at  luch  a 
critical  Juncture,  altogether  ineffectual  ;  and  may  finally;  terminate  in 
our  utter  Deunutim.  Experience,  coivftant  reiterated  Experience, 
lb.  InfufBciency  ;  and  not  to  frame  one  more  efficacious  after  fuch 

irrefiHible  Conviction,  what  will  it  be  deemed  but  a  Kind  of  Deiertion 
of  the  Caufe  ;  and  leaving  (he  State  ft  Victim*  to  the  Enemy,  at  themoft 
perilous  Grids  of  the  Contdt  \   It  mult,  however,  be  acknowledged  to  th 
Honour  of  our  Militi  1.  it  is  with  peculiar  Pleafurc  I  embrace  this 

Opportunity  to  do  it)  that  Nui  1  have  appeared  in  Defence 

of  their  Country  with  tl  tell  Alacrity  ;  and  behaved  in  Battle  with 

fuch  Bravery  as  would  have  i  Lcnown  of  "the  mod  experi- 

enced V'ei  But  thofe  gallant  ?>len  were  actuated  by  the  Spirit  of 

Patriot;  I'm,  and  (corned  to  mcafure  their  Exertions  for  their  Country  by 
the  Requifitions  of  it'=  Laws.     I ;  f   commuting  for  actual  Ser- 

vice 
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vice  by  Fines  and  Forfeitures  (and  thofe  not  duly  collected)  throw  a  dis- 
proportionate Burden  on  the  Willing  ;  who  by  that  Means  are  extreme- 
ly harraffed,  and  have  abundant  Realbn  for  Complaint  and  Murmuring. 
The  Neceflity  of  a  larger  Supply  of  Fire-Arms,  and  of  publick  Ma- 
gazines or  Ammunition  and  warlike  Stores  is  fo  obvious,  that  I  doubt 
not  your  Zeal  tor  the  publick  Safety  will  not  fuffer  you  to  delay  thene- 
cefTary  Provifion. 

It  is  alfo  worthy  your  Deliberation,  whether  the  Workmen  employed 
by  fuch  Owners  of  Furnaces,  Forges  and  Rolling-Mills,  as  are  under 
Contract  to  furnifh  the  United  States  of  America  with  Cannon,  Cannon- 
Shot,  Camp-Kettles,  and  other  Implements  and  Utenfils  of  Iron  for  the 
Ufe  of  their  Army,  ought  not  to  be  exempted  from  the  Duties  and  Ser- 
vices enjoined  by  the  Militia  Law,  under  fuch  Regulations,  for  pre- 
venting any  Abufe  of  the  Indulgence,  as  may  be  thought  proper. 

As  a  Number  of  Emiffaries  are  employed  by  the  Enemy  to  circulate 
counterfeit  Bills  made  in  Imitation  of  the  continental  Currency ;  who 
frequently  pafs  them  in  fuch  of  the  Counties  of  this  State  in  which  ei- 
ther no  Trial  at  all,  or  no  fair  and  impartial  Trial  of  fuch  Offenders  can 
without  Difficulty  be  had  ; — I  would  recommend  the  paffing  a  Law  for 
trying,  in  any  County  of  this  State  by  a  Jury  of  that  County,  all  fuch 
Offenders  already  apprehended,  and  who  may  hereafter  be  apprehend- 
ed,  though  the  Offence  be  committed  in  any  other  County. 

Being  fully  convinced  that  a  capital  Defign  of  the  Act,  intitled,  An 
Act  of  free  and  general  Pardon,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned, 
will,  in  great  Meafure,  be  defeated  by  the  fraudulent  Praclices  of  the 
Friends  and  Agents  of  the  Offenders,  whole  perfonal  Eftates  are  thereby 
declared  to  be  forfeited  ;  it  may  deferve  your  Confideration,  whether  it 
will  not  be  neceffary  to  pals  another  Act,  for  the  more  effectually 
fecuring  the  valuable  Ends  thereby  intended.  What  more  particularly 
furnifhes  great  Opportunity  for  eluding  the  true  Intent  of  the  Law,  is 
a  Want  of  Authority  in  the  Commiffioners  to  compel  the  Appearance  of 
Perfons  fufpected  to  conceal  the  Property  of  the  Delinquent,  or  to  be 
indebted  to  him,  and  to  examine  them,  as  well  as  other  neceffary  Wit- 
nefles,  upon  Oath ;  and  alio  the  Want  of  proper  Penalties  upon  thofe 
who  may  be  guilty  of  fuch  Concealment  ;  with  the  Superaddition  of 
adequate  Rewards  for  encouraging  a  Difcovery. 

As  the  Judgment  in  High  Trealbn  cannot  be  awarded  confident  with 
our  Conftitution,  and  the  Courts  having  no  Authority  to  alter  the  Sen- 
tence prefcribed  by  Law,  I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  ascertain  the 
Punifhment  for  that  Crime  by  Ad  of  Aifembly.  For  befides  the  Style 
of  the  Sentence,  and  the  Difpofition  of  the  Head  and  Quarters  of  the 
Criminal,  which  the  Judges  might  perhaps  think  themfelves  at  Liberty 
to  accommodate  to  our  Circumtlances,  the  Execution  itfelf  is  fo  lhock- 
ing  and  fanguinary,  as  the  Humanity  of  an  American  Legiflature  cannot 
be  prefumed  to  have  intended  ;  and  which,  indeed,  none  but  a  Savage, 
or  a  Britijh  Subject,  can  think  of  without  Horror. 

Several  Perfons,  to  avoid  receiving  the  Money  due  to  them  by  Bond, 
Bill,  or  Promifiary  Note  bearing  Interefr,  frequently  pretend,  on  Ten- 
der of  the  Money,  that  they  are  not  poffeffed  of  fuch  Notes  or  Special- 
ties, having  fent  them  to  Places  of  greater  Security  ;  and  many  fuch 
Obligees  and  Creditors  are  themfelves  removed  into  other  States,  and 
Places  unknown  to  their  Debtors,  who,  tho'  ready  to  difcharge  their 
Debts,  are  thereby  prevented  from  doing  it ;  the  principal  Sum  in  the 

mean 
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mean-while  carrying  Intereft,  and  the  Debtor  obliged  to  keep  the  Mo- 
ney at  his  own  Rifque.  To  fruftrace  fuch  iniquitoaa  Subterfuges,  (the 
malignant  Defign  of  which  is  iufliciently  evident)  I  would  recommend 
an  Act  to  enable  every  Obligor  or  Debtor,  whole  Creditor  is  removed 
out  of  the  State,  or  cannot  be  found  in  it,  or  who  refuies  to  receive  the 
Debt  when  tendered,  to  pay  the  lame  into  the  Treafury  lor  his  Ute,  and 
to  be  thereupon  discharged  from  the  Sum  fo  paid,  and  ail  die  Intcreft 
thereafter  accruing. 

The  Act,  intitled,  An  Act  for  rendering  more  effectual  tivo  certain  Acts 
therein  mentioned,  being  nearly  expired  by  it's  own  Limitation,  it  is  of 
the  laft  Moment  to  the  Commonweal,  to  have  it  continued  to  luch  far- 
ther Period  as  may  be  deemed  neceffary  to  carry  it  fully  into  Execution. 

Gentlemen, 

You  are  now  approaching  the  Clofe  of  a  Year  which  has  been  chiefly 
fpent  in  lei  ving  the  Publick.  That  you  have  ferved  it  with  Fidelity, 
and  with  no  inconfiderable  Degree  of  Succefs,  mull  be  a  very  pleating 
Reflection  ;  and  jultly  entitle  you  to  the  Applaule  of  your  Country. 
May  you  (till  continue  in  whatever  Station  it  mall  pleafe  Providence  to 
place  you,  to  exert  your  Endeavours  for  the  Profperity  of  a  free  and 
independent  People  ;  and,  during  the  whole  Comic  of  the  Conflict,  may 
our  Creed  be  Victory,  and  our  Motto,  PERSEVERE. 

HaJJonJicLl,  Sept.  3,  1777.  W1L.  LIVINGSTON. 

Ordered, 

That  His  Excellency's  Speech  have  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Titefclay,    September  9,    1777. 

The   Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  pretented  from  Jonathan  Squires  and  William  Cook,  of 
Newark,  letting  forth,  that  fome  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  firft  and  ninth 
Virginia  Regiments,  in  March  laft,  came  to  the  Petitioners  Houfes  and 
abufed  their  Families,  and  took  and  carried  away  fundry  of  their  Effects, 
&c.  and  praying  Redrefs ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading. 

A  Petition  from  John  Clatvfon,  preferred  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  and 
referred  to  the  Legillature,  was  read,  letting  forth,  that  he  had  the  Mif- 
fortune  to  loie  his  left  Hand  in  the  Service  of  the  State,  and  praying 
Relief; 

Ordered, 

That  the  lame  have  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Meflagc  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pcttit. 

Gentlemen, 
/^OLONEL  ^uick   having  refigned   his  Comm'nTion,    you   will   be 
^-^   pleafed  to  fupply  the  Vacancy  thereby  occalioned,  by  the  Appoint- 
ment of  another  Colonel  to  that  Battalion. 

Haddonjield,  Sept.  9,  1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint-Meeting. 

His  Excellency's  Speech  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
-     Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

S  s  Whereupon 
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Whereupon  the  Houfe  accordingly  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  on  His  Excellency's  Speech  ;  and,  after  fome  Time 
fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  they  had  made  fome  Progrefs  in 
the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which 
the  Houfe  agreed. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  eW. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Wednesday,   Septe?nber  io,    1777. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  Houfe  again,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  Houfe  on  His  Excellency's  Speech ;  and,  after  fome 
Time  fpent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  come  to 
feveral  Refolutions  thereon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report  whenever  the 
Houfe  would  pleafe  to  receive  the  fame; 
Ordered, 

That  the  Report  be  made  immediately. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Harris  reported  the  Refolutions  of  the  Committee, 
as  follows  : 

1.  Refolved, 

np  H  A  T  it  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  an  Addrefs  be  pre- 
-*■     fented  to  His  Excellency,  in  Anlwer  to  his  Speech  j  to  which  the 
Houfe  agreed. 

2.  That  a  publick  Salt-Works  be  erected  in  this  State  ;  to  which  the 
Houfe  agreed. 

3.  That  the  Committee  will  refume  the  Confideration  of  the  Evidence 
offered  by  Samuel  Tucker,  Efquire,  at  the  laft  Sitting,  refpecling  theLofs 
of  the  publick  Money,  <&c.  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

4.  That  a  Militia  Law,  or  an  Amendment  to  the  prefent  Law  refpecl- 
ing  the  Militia,  be  gone  into,  and  Provision  made  for  a  Supply  of  Fire- 
Arms  and  publick  Magazines  of  Ammunition  and  warlike  Stores ;  to 
which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

5.  That  a  Bill  be  gone  into  for  trying  Perfons  counterfeiting  the  con- 
tinental Currency,  in  any  County  of  this  State,  tho'  the  Offence  be 
committed  in  any  other  County;  and,  on  the  Quefiion,  Whether  the 
Houfe  agrees  thereto  ?  It  paffed  in  the  Affirmative,  as  follows  : 

Yeas.  Yeas.                         Nays.                         Nays. 

Mr.  Dey,  Mr.  Sebrin%,  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Price, 

Mr.  Board,  Mr.  Vcr  Bryck,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Mickle, 

Mr.  Camp,  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Molt,  Mr.  Hatborn, 

Mr.  Manning,  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Tall/nan,  Mr.  Eldredge. 

Mr.  Drake,  .     Mr.  Did-,  Mr.  Shreve, 


Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Kcajby, 

Mr.  Broun,  Mr.  Harris, 

Mr.  Vandike,  Mr.  Buck. 


6.  That 
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6.  That  a  Bill  be  gone  into  to  enable  the  Commiffioners  to  prevent  the 
Concealment  of  Effects  taken  by  Virtue  of  the  Ac"l  or'  free  and  general 

Pardon,  6v.  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

7.  That  a  Law  be  gone  into  to  afcertain  the  Puniihment  for  the  Crime 
of  High  Trealbn  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

8.  That  a  Bill  be  gone  into  to  enable  Obligors  and  Debtors,  whofe 
Creditors  are  removed,  or  refufe  to  accept  the  Debt  when  tendered,  to 
pay  the  fame  into  the  Treafury,  c/v.  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

And  that  the  Committee  defired  Leave  to  fit  again  ;  to  which  the 
Houfe  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Samuel  L'irkaiJol,  of  the  County  of 
SufftX,  letting  forth,  that  he  being  detached  in  the  Militia  Service  lad 
December  under  Colonel  Syjnmes,  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  wounded, 
whereby  he  is  rendered  an  Invalid  for  Life,  and  hath  been  at  great  Ex- 
pence  in  Surgery,  d>v.  and  praying  Relief;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Mo//,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  collect  the  Accounts  re- 
lative to  Prifoncrs,  &c.  made  the  following  Report  : 


XX7  E  the  Subfcribers  being  Part  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  col- 

^*     lecting  all  the  Accounts  relative  to  Prifoners,  and   to  collect  and 

adjuft  all  publick  Accounts  with  the  Congrels,  States  of  Pennjylvania 

and  Neiv-Tork,  and  lay  them  before  the  Legiflature  this  Sitting,   beg 
Leave  to  obferve, 

That  we  met  foon  after  the  Adjournment  of  the  Affembly,  and  not- 
withftanding  we  have  u(ed  our  utmofl  Endeavour,  have  not  been  able 
to  find  the  Minutes  of  the  laft  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State,  or  the 
Account  of  John  Dennis,  Efquire,  one  of  the  former  Treasurers,  which 
was  lettled  with  the  Convention  at  Brunj^vick.  There  are  alfo  feveral 
Receipts  for  Money  paid  by  Mr.  Dennis  and  Mr.  Tucker  milling ;  nei- 
ther could  we  find  any  particular  Account  of  the  Settlement  with  Rich- 
ard Smith,  Efquire,  late  Treafurer.  And  as  large  Sums  of  Money  have 
been  paid  to  levc-ral  Peribns,  to  be  laid  out  for  various  Purpofes,  which 
have  not  been  lettled,  Part  of  which  ought  to  be  charged  to  Congrefs. 
But  having  no  Authority  to  cite  any  Perfon  to  attend  us  and  fettle  thofe 
Accounts,  or  to  give  any  information,  we  find  it  out  of  our  Power  to 
collect  and  render  a  proper  Account,  agreeable  to  our  Appointment ; 
but  fuch  Parts  as  we  have  been  able  to  procure  we  lubmit  to  the  In- 
Ipection  of  the  Houfe. 

Peter  Tai.i.mav, 

James  Mott,  jun. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  The  UNITED  STATES  of  America  to 

May   4,     To  Cafh  paid  Rezv,  Vorhees  and  Smock,   for 
1776.  three  Loads  of  Prifoners  and  Baggage  from 

Princeton  to  Trenton,         -         -         -  £.       1    10     o 

July  0.      To  Cam  paid  Colonel  Bowes  Reed,    for  tran- 
sporting the  Briti/h  Prifoners  from  Burling- 
ton to  York-Town,  -  -  -  -  20  loo 
7.      To  Cafh   paid  William  Bunting,  for  convey- 
ing   Captain    Hefcott   and    Baggage    from 
Brunpwicl:  to  Burlington,          -          -          -  3    10     o 
1 6.      To  Calh  paid  Colonel   John  Nelfon,  for  Pay, 
Ferriages,  Sublicence  and  carrying  Bag- 
gage and  Prifoners,  as  per  Account,         -             28   15*     6 
To   Cafh   paid   Captain  Timothy  Shalor,   for 

Maintenance  of  Prifoners  taken  by  him,  14   n      7 

To  Cafh  paid  Samuel  French,  for  a  Coffin  for 

a  Prifoner,  -         -         -         -         -  1100 


July  4,      To  Cafh  paid  Colonel  Boives  Reed,  for  guard- 
1776.  ing  Mr.  Franklin  from  Burlington  to  Prince- 

ton,        -         -         -         -         -         -       -  51     2   10 

To  Cafh  paid  Major  Enos  Kelfey,  for  guard- 
ing Mr.  Franklin  from  Princeton  to  Morris- 
Totvn,  -         -         -         -         -         -  I9<^3 

To  Cafh  paid  Captain  Thomas  Kenney,  for 
guarding  Mr.  Franklin  from  Morris-Tozvn 
to  Lebanon  in  Conneclicut,         -         -         -  112     8     3 


£•  434   3    5 

This  Account  is  charged  in  the  general  Account  againft  the  Congrefs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Broivn  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  the  Draught  of  an  Addrefs  to  His  Excellency,  in  Anfwer  to  his 
Speech. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Eldredge,  be  a  Committee  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  erecting  a  publick  Salt-Works  in  this  State. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehelm,  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  Tallman,  be  a  Committee  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable  the  Commiflloners  to  prevent  the  Concealment. 
of  the  perfonal  Eftate  and  Effects  of  Delinquents,  declared  to  be  forfeit- 
ed by  the  Act  of  free  and  general  Pardon. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Thiirfday,   September    11,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met.     . 

Mr.  Manning,  with  Leave,  brought  ia  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  re- 
vive 
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the  Scate  of  NEW-JERSEY,  Cr. 


vive  and  continue  fever al  Courts  of  Laiv,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein 
mentioned  ■  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed   to  that  Service,  brought 

in  a  Bill,   intitled,  An  Act  to  empoiuer  the  Inhabitants  to  elect  Toivn-Of- 

jicers  infucb  Toivvfhips  or  Precincls  ivhere  the  fame  has  been  ncglecled  at 

the  ufual  Time  of  holding  their  Toxun-Meetings,  and  for   other  Purpofes 

therein  mentioned ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  John  Niblick,  who  was  a  Private  in  Col. 
Martin's  Battalion  in  the  Five-Months  Service,  letting  forth,  that  he  had 
the  Misfortune,  in  a  Battle  at  the  IVhite-Plains,  to  lofe  his  left  Eye, 
whereby  he  has  been  at  great  Expence  and  Lofs  of  Time,  or.  and  pray- 
ing Relief}  which  was  read,   and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M, 

The  Houfe  met. 

Samuel  How,  Efquirc,  one  of  the  Signers  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  order- 
ed to  be  ftruck  by  the  Provincial  Congrefs,  having  at  the  laft  Sitting 
informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  in  his  Hands  a  Part  of  faid  Money 
figned  only  by  two  of  the  Signers,  and  that  the  Stamps  were  alfo  in  his 

T  t  I  lands  ; 
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Hands  ;  it  was  then  refolved  that  the  faid  Samuel  Hoiv  fhould  deliver 
the  laid  Money  and  Stamps  to  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  :  In  Purfuance 
of  which  Refolve,  Mr.  Hoiu  produced  to  the  Houfe  the  Treafurer's  Re- 
ceipt for  the  Sum  of  £.  113:5:0,  being  the  Sum  which  remained  in 
his  Hands,  and  for  fix  Plates  of  the  Arms  and  fix  of  the  Balm  Leaf  for 
'   the  Back  of  the  Bills. 

Refohed, 

That  Silas  Condicl,  Jacob  Drake  and  Ellis  Cook,  Efquires,  be,  and  they 
or  any  of  them  are  hereby  empowered  to  receive  of  the  Executors  of 
Jacob  Ford,  jun.  deceafed,  the  Quantity  of  Powder  mentioned  in  the 
Condition  of  a  certain  Bond  given  by  him  and  his  Securities  to  the  Trea- 
iurers  of  the  Provincial  Congrefs,  dated  the  24th  Day  of  May,  ijj6,  or 
any  Part  thereof ;  and  that  the  Receipt  of  the  faid  Silas  Condicl,  Jacob 
Drake  and  Ellis  Cook,  or  either  of  them,  fhall  be  a  full  Difcharge  for  the 
Quantity  of  Powder  fo  to  be  received  ;  and  that  in  cafe  the  Powder  can- 
not be  furnifhed  purfuant  to  the  Condition  of  the  faid  Bond,  that  the 
Executors  pay  the  Money  fpecified  in  the  faid  Bond  to  the  Treafurer  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  State,  and  that  the  faid  Bond  be  delivered  to  the  Trea- 
furer in  order  that  he  may  receive  the  fame. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Eldredge  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence  in  the  faid  Refblution. 

The  Houfc  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Friday,   September   12,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  Refolves  of  Congrefs  of  the  26th 
of  Augujl,   1776,  as  follows  : 

In     CONGRESS,  Augujl     26,     1776. 

H  E  R  E  A  S  in  the  Courfe  of  the  prefent  War,  fome  commiffioned 
and  non-commiffioned  Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  as  alfo 
private  Soldiers,  Marines  and  Seamen  may  lofe  a  Limb,  or  be  other- 
wife  fo  difabled  as  to  prevent  their  ferving  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  or 
getting  their  Livelihood,  and  may  ftand  in  Need  of  Relief ; 

Refolded, 

That  every  commiffioned  Officer,  non-commiffioned  Officer  and  pri- 
vate Soldier  who  fhall  lofe  a  Limb  in  any  Engagement,  or  be  fo  dif- 
abled in  the  Service  of  the  United  States  of  America  as  to  render  him  in- 
capable afterwards  of  getting  a  Livelihood,  fhall  receive  during  his  Life, 
or  the  Continuance  of  fuch  Difability,  the  one  Half  of  his  monthly  Pay 
from  and  after  the  Time  that  his  Pay  as  an  Officer  or  Soldier  ceafes,  to 
be  paid  by  the  Committee  as  hereafter  mentioned. 

That  every  Commander  of  any  Ship  of  War  or  armed  Veffel,  com- 
miffioned Officer,  warrant  Officer,  Marine  or  Seaman  belonging  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  who  fhall  lofe  a  Limb  in  any  Engagement  in 
which  no  Prize  fhall  be  taken,  or  be  therein  otherwife  fo  difabled  as  to 
be  rendered  incapable  of  getting  a  Livelihood,  ihall  receive  during  his 
Life,  or  the  Continuance  of  fuch  Difability,  the  one  Half  of  his  month- 
ly Pay  from  and  after  the  Time  that  his  Pay  as  an  Officer  or  Marine 
ceafcel,  to  be  paid  as  hereafter  mentioned.     But  in  cafe  a  Prize  fhall  be 

taken 
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taken  at  the  Time  fuch  Lois  of  Limb  or  other  Difability  (hall  happen, 
then  inch  Sum  as  he  may  receive  out  of  the  nett  Profits  of  fuch  Prize, 
before  a  Dividend  is  made  of  the  fame  agreeably  to  former  Orders  of 
Congrels,  lhall  be  conlidered  as  Part  of  Ids  Half-Pay,  and  computed 
accordingly. 

That  every  commiffioncd  Officer,  non-commi  (honed  Officer  and  pri- 
vate Soldier  in  the  Army,  and  every  Commander,  Commiilion-Officer 
and  Warrant-Officer,  Marine  or  Seaman  of  any  of  the  Ships  of  War  or 
armed  Velfels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who  fhall  be 
wounded  in  any  Engagement  lb  as  to  be  rendered  incapable  of  ferving 
in  the  Army  or  Navy,  though  not  totally  dilabled  from  getting  a  Live- 
lihood, lhall  receive  fuch  monthly  Sum  towards  his  Sublicence  as  fhall 
be  judged  adequate  by  the  Affembly  or  other  Reprcfentative  Body  of  the 
State  where  he  belongs  or  refides,  upon  Application  to  them  for  that 
Purpole,  provided  the  lame  doth  not  exceed  his  Half-Pay. 

Provided  that  no  Commiffion-Officer,  Non-commiffion  Officer  or 
private  Soldier  in  the  Army  ;  Commander,  Commiffion-Officer,  War- 
rant-Officer, Marine  or  Seaman,  of  any  of  the  Ships  of  War  or  armed 
Velfels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  who  lhall  be  wound- 
ed or  dilabled  as  aforefaid,  fhall  be  entitled  to  his  Half-Pay  or  other 
Allowance,  unlets  he  produce  to  the  Committee  or  Officer  appointed  to 
receive  the  fame  in  the  State  where  he  refides  or  belongs,  or  to  the  Af- 
fembly or  Legillative  Body  of  fuch  State,  a  Certificate  from  the  com- 
manding Officer  who  was  in  the  fame  Engagement  in  which  he  was  fo 
wounded,  or  in  cafe  of  his  Death,  from  fome  other  Officer  of  the  fame 
Corps,  and  the  Surgeon  who  attended  him,  or  a  Certificate  from  the 
Commander  of  the  Ship  of  War  or  armed  Veffel  engaged  in  the  Action 
in  which  any  Officer,  Marine  or  Seaman  received  his  Wound,  and  from 
the  Surgeon  who  attended  him,  of  the  Name  of  the  Perfon  fo  wounded, 
his  Office,  Rank,  Department,  Regiment,  Company,  Ship  of  War  or 
armed  Veflel  to  which  he  belonged,  his  Office  or  Rank  therein,  the  Na- 
ture of  his  Wound,  and  in  what  Action  or  Engagement  he  received  it. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  feveral  Affemblies  or  Legillative  Bodies 
of  the  United  States  of  America  to  appoint  fome  Perfon  or  Perfons  in  their 
refpecYivc  States,  who  lhall  receive  and  examine  all  fuch  Certificates  as 
may  be  pre  fen  ted  to  them,  and  regifter  the  fame  in  a  Book,  and  alio 
what  Support  is  adjudged  by  the  Alfembly  or  Legillative  Body  of  their 
State  to  thole  whole  Cafe  requires  but  a  partial  Support,  and  alfo  of  the 
Payment  from  Time  to  Time  of  every  Half-Pay  and  other  Allowance, 
and  of  the  Death  of  fuch  diiabled  Perfon  or  the  ceafing  of  fuch  Allow- 
ance, and  lhall  make  a  fair  and  regular  Report  of  the  lame  quarterly  to 
the  Secretary  of  Congrcfs  or  Board  of  War,  where  a  feparate  Record 
lhall  be  kept  of  the  lame. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  AfTemblies  or  Legillative  Bodies  of  the 
fewral  States  to  caule  Payment  to  be  made  of  all  fuch  Half-Pay  or  other 
Allowances,  as  fhall  be  adjudged  due  to  the  Perfons  aforc-named,  on 
Account  of  the  United  States. 

Provided  that  all  fuch  Officers  and  Soldiers  who  may  be  entitled  to 
the  aforefaid  Penlion,  and  arc  found  to  be  capable  of  doing  Guard  or 
Garrilbn  Duty,  lhall  be  formed  in  a  Corps  ot  Invalids,  and  fuhjecr.  to 
the  laid  Duty  :  And  all  Officers,  Marines  and  Seamen  of  the  Navy  who 
lhall  be  entitled  to  the  Penlion  aforclaid,  and  lhall  be  found  capable  of 

doing 
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doing  any  Duty  on  Board  of  the  Navy,  or  in  any  Department  thereof, 
ihall  be  liable  to  be  fb  employed. 

Copy   from   the   Journals, 
WILLIAM  CH.  HOUSTON,  D.  Secry. 

Which  were  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes.      , 
Ordered^  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  12,    1777. 

in  H  A  T  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  that  this  Houfe 
-*•  have  concurred  in  the  Refolutions  contained  in  the  MefTage  receiv- 
ed from  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  this  Morning,  reflecting  the  Appoint- 
ment of  a  Committee  to  receive  the  Powder  from  the  Executors  of  Jacob 
Ford,  jun.  Efquire,  purfuant  to  the  Condition  of  the  Bond  of  the  faid 
Jacob  Ford  and  others,   &c. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  fever  al  Courts  of  Lanv^ 
and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and 
amended  in  the  Houfe  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

Mr.  Price,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  oblige 
the  Members  of  the  Legiflature  to  give  due  Attendance  in  the  refpeclive 
Houfes  to  ivhich  they  belong,  &c.  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  ftcond 
Reading. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  empower  the  Inhabitants  to  elecl  Toxvn- 
Officers,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time ;  on  the  Queition, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe   met. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cox. 

Council-Chamber,  Sept.  12,    1777. 

TT  I  S  Excellency  the  Governor  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter,  of  this 
-*-  ■*■  Day,  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Efquire,  Prefident  of  the 
Congrefs,  informing  His  Excellency  that  it  is  the  earneft  Defire  of  Con- 
grefs  that  he  will  immediately  order  out  four  thoufand  of  the  Jerfey 
Militia,  to  reinforce  the  Army  under  General  Wafhington,  with  all  poi- 
fible  Expedition  ;  and  that  if  His  Excellency  fhould  not  be  able  to  call 
out  that  Number,  it  is  the  Requefl  of  Congrefs  that  he  will  call  out  as 
many  as  pofhble  in  this  critical  State  of  Affairs. 

The  Houfe  having  taken  the  faid  Requefl  of  Congrefs  into  Confide- 
ration,  and  alfo  conlidering  the  prefent  critical  State  of  Affairs  in  Penn- 
fylvania, 

Rc/'olved, 
That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  advifed  forthwith  to  order  out 
all  the  Militia,  not  now  on  Duty,  of  the  Counties  of  Hunterdon,  Somer- 
fet,  SuJ/ex,  Burlington,  Gloucejler,  Salem,  Cumberland  and  Cape-May,  to 
rendezvous  atfuch  Places  as  His  Excellency  fhall  think  proper,  fo  as  to 
be  ready  to  act  as  Occafion  fhall  require.  And  that  His  Excellency  be 
advifed  to  order  all  or  any  Part  of  the  faid  Militia,  not  exceeding  four 
thoufand  Men,  to  join  the  Army  under  General  IVaJlnngton  in  Penn- 
lyhania,  as  he  fhall  think  expedient. 

Ordered, 


WILLIAM     LIVINGSTON,    Efquire,    Governor. 


Ordered i 

That  Mr.  Cox  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  with  the  foregoing 
Relblution,  and  requcfl  their  Concurrence  therein. 

By  Order  of  the  Houfe, 

CI-IA.    PETTIT,    Clerk, 
Which  being  read  and  confidered, 

Refolved, 
That  this  Houfe  do  concur  in  the  faid  Rcfolution,  that  his  Excellency 
be  advifed  to  order  any  Number  of  Men,  not  exceeding  tour  thouland 
of  the  Militia  of  this  State  into  Pennjylvama,  to  join  the  Army  under 
General  IVajhington. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.   Manning  and  Mr.  Ver  Bryeh.  do  wait  on  the  Council  and 
acquaint  them  therewith. 

Rej'oli'Cily 

That  the  Sum  of  Fifty  Shillings  per  Month,  as  a  Bounty  over  and 
above  the  continental  Pay,  lhall  be  allowed  to  the  non-commiiljoncd 
Olliccrs  and  Privates  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  now  on  military  Duty 
within  the  lame,  to  commence  from  this  Date ;  and  alfo  to  thofe  who 
lhall  hereafter  be  called  into  actual  Service,  and  fo  in  Proportion  for  the 
Time  they  are  in  Service,  until  it  fliall  be  otherwife  directed  by  Acl  of 
the  Legillature. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  ver  Bryck  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and 
defire  their  Concurrence  in  the  laid  Refolution. 

Mr.  Manning  reported,  that  Mr.  Ver  Bryek  and  himfelf  obeyed  the 
Orders  of  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   September   13,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen.  Haddonfield,  September  13,   1777. 

T  HEREWITH  lay  before  you  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency  Prefident 
A  IVharton,  on  the  Subject  of  our  calling  out  into  Service  as  Part  of 
our  Militia,  the  Workmen  employed  by  the  State  of  Pcnnfylvania  at  the 
Salt-Works  at  Toms  River,  which  will  properly  fall  under  your  Confi- 
dcration  when  you  come  to  revile  our  Militia  Law  during  the  prefent 
Sitting.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which,  with  the  Letter  therein  mentioned,  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
fecond  Reading. 

A  Rcprefentation  of  Colonel  Symmcs,  fetting  forth,  that  the  Militia  of 

x  County   had  been  frequently  called  forth  to  lupprefs  d  i  fat  reeled 

I        ins  in  that  County,  that  they  had  not  received  any   Pay   for  their 

ices,  and  praying  the  Houfe  to  appoint  fome  Perfons  to  adjuft  and 

lettle  their  Accounts  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Tollman,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitlcd,  An  Acl  to  refrain 
tie  Exportation  of  Pitch,  Tar,  7  urpentine,  and  other  Naval  Stores  from 
the  State  of  New-Jerky  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

Brigadier  Fomton  having  mane  a  Propofal  to  the  Houfe  forraifing  and 
fupporting  a  Company  of  Artillery  in  the  County  of  Monmouth;  on  the 
Cuieltion,  V  u  J.ered, 
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Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr.  Cook  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
that  Purpofe. 

The  Bond  given  by  John  Stevens,  Jim.  Efquire,  prefent  Treafurer  of 
this  State,  and  the  Honourable  John  Stevens,  Efquire,  his  Surety  for 
the  due  Execution  of  the  faid  Office  of  Treafurer,  was  laid  before  the 
Houfe  for  their  Approbation  :  Whereupon  the  Houfe  being  fatisfied 
with  the  Security  contained  in  the  faid  Bond, 
Refolded, 

That  this  Houfe  do  approve  thereof,  and  that  the  faid  Bond,  toge- 
ther with  a  Certificate  figned  by  John  Stevens  and  Jonathan  Deare,  re- 
specting a  Bond  of  John  Smyth,  Efquire,  late  Treaturer,  and  his  Secu- 
rities, be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  this  State,  to  be  by  him  kept  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  State. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Shreve  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence  in  the  faid  Refolution. 

Mr.  Drake  reported,  that  Mr.  Shreve  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe. 

The  engrofTed  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  empower  the  Inhabitants  to  eleel 
Toivn-Officers  in  J'uch  TotuiifJjips  and  Precincls  ivhere  the  fame  has  been 
neglecled  at  the  ufual  Time  of  holding  their  Toivn-Meetings ,  and  for  other 
Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  engrolTed  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to   revive  and  continue  fever al 
Courts  of  Latv,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  and 
compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Manning  do  carry  the  faid  Bills  to  the 
Council  for  their  Concurrence. 

Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Manning  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Or- 
der of  the  Houfe. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Sebring  and  Mr.  Mickle  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill, 
to  revive  and  continue  the  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  regulating  Roads 
and  Bridges. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three  o'Clock,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 
His  Excellency's  Meffage  of  this  Day,  with  a  Letter  from  His  Excel- 
lency Prefident  Wharton,  on  the  Subject  of  calling  into  Service  as  a  Part 
of  our  Militia,  the  Workmen  employed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at 
the  Salt-Works  at  Toms  River,  was  read  the  fecond  Time; 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mott  bring  in  a  Bill  to  exempt  the  faid  Workmen. 

Mr.  Mott,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in 
a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  raife  a  Company  of  Artillery  out  of  the  Militia  of 
the. St  ate  of  New-Jerfey ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr. 


WILLIAM     LIVINGSTON,    Efquire,   Governor.  i-, 

Mr.  Sebring,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought 
in  a  Bill,  intitled,   An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  an  Acl,  intitled,  An  Al\ 
for  regulating  Roads  an.!  Bridges  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  nine  o'Clotk. 

Monday,    September  15,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Edward  Fleming,  Efquire,  being  returned  a  Rcprefentative  for  the 
County  of  EJfex,  the  Return  and  Certificate  of  his  Election  was  read, 
and  the  Oaths  preieribed  by  the  Act  for  regulating  Elections  being  ten- 
dered to  Mr.  Fleming,  he  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  could  not  make 
Oath  of  his  having  been  a  Freeholder  in  the  County  of  EJfex  one  whole 
Year  lad  pail:  Whereupon  the  Houfe  having  taken  the  lame  into  Con- 
fideration,  are  of  Opinion,  that  he  cannot  by  Law  be  admitted  to  a  Seat 
in  the  Houfe. 
Refolded, 

That  Edivard  Fleming  and  Thomas  Denny,  Efquires,  or  either  of  them, 
be  empowered  to  apply  to  Congrefs  for  fifty  thoufand  Cartridges,  or 
Powder  and  Lead  in  Proportion,  for  fupplying  the  Militia  of  this  State, 
on  the  prefent  Emergency  ;  and  in  caie  a  Supply  cannot  be  procured 
from  Congrefs,  that  then  the  laid  Edivard  Fleming  and  Thomas  Denny, 
or  either  of  them,  be  authorifed  to  purchafe  the  fame  elfewhcre,  to  the 
Amount  of  Five  Hundred  Pounds,  and  draw  on  the  Treafurer  for  the 
Money  to  defray  the  Cofts  and  Expenccs  that  may  accrue  thereon,  whole 
Receipt  fhall  difcharge  the  Treafurer  for  fo  much  Money  as  he  fliall  pay 
in  confequence  of  this  Refolution. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Sebri?ig  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence  in  the  laid  Relolution. 

Mr.  Coxe  reported,  that  Mr.  Sebring  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meflage 
with  them  intruded,  to  the  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Council,  the  Council 
not  fitting. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen,  lLiddonjield,  Sept.  15,    1777. 

r  HEREWITH  tranfmit  you  a  Refolution  of  Congrefs  of  Yeflerday"s 
A  Date,  refpecling  the  procuring  of  as  many  Blankets  as  can  be  (pared, 
to  fupply  the  Soldiers  of  General  IVaJl/ingtoris  Army,  many  of  whom 
have  loft  their  Blankets  in  the  late  Aclion  of  the  Brandy-wine,  and  can- 
not be  fupplicd  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Coft  of  which  will  be 
defrayed  by  the  United  States.  The  Requisition  is  indeed  to  the  Go- 
vernor and  Council,  but  as  the  Provifion  for  the  Purchale  of  the  Blankets 
by  the  Perfbns  who  may  be  appointed  for  that  Purpofe  muft  be  made 
by  the  Aflcmblv,  the  Affair  ought  to  originate  in  your  Houfe. 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 
Mr.  Mebclm,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  for  con- 
f.itutmg  a  Council  of  Safety  ;    which   was   read,   and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading.  His 
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His  Excellency's  MefTage  of  this  Day,  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
with  the  Refolve  of  Congrefs  therein  referred  to.  And  Congrefs  having 
requefted  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Weftern  Divifion  of  this  State  be 
called  upon  to  furnifh  as  many  Blankets  as  can  be  fpared,  to  fupply  the 
Soldiers  in  General  Wafhingtoris  Army,  many  of  whom  have  loft  their 
Blankets  in  the  late  Action  of  the  Brandywine, 
Rejblved, 

That  Benjamin  Stites  in  the  County  of  Cape-May,  Ephraim  Seeky  in 
the  County  of  Cumberland,  John  Holme  in  the  County  of  Salem,  Thomas 
Denny  in  the  County  of  Gloucejler,  Anthony  Taylor  in  the  County  of  Bur- 
lington, Jared  Sexton  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  and  Robert  Maxivell 
in  the  County  of  SuJJex,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Commimon- 
ers  to  purchafe  Blankets  for  the  Ufe  of  the  faid  Army.  And  that  any 
one  of  the  Members  or  the  Commiffioner  for  each  refpective  County  be- 
fore mentioned,  be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Treafury  for  any  Sum 
not  exceeding  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Pounds,  for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid| 
whofe  Receipt  fhall  be  a  Difcharge  to  the  Treafurer  for  the  Money-by 
him  paid.  And  that  the  feveral  Commiffioners  may  employ  Perfons 
under  them  to  purchafe  in  each  Townfhip  in  their  refpective  Counties. 
That  the  Blankets  be  delivered  to  Congrefs,  or  their  Order  ;  and  that  five 
per  Cent,  be  allowed  to  the  Commiffioners  respectively  for  their  Trouble, 
befides  all  reafonable  Expences  of  Carriage. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr.  Cook  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence  in  the  faid  Refolution. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cox. 

Council-Chamber,  Sept.  rj:,    1777. 
/~T"S  H  E  Council  having  taken  into  Confederation  the  MefTage  from  the 
■*■     Houfe  of  Affembly  of  this  Day,  reflecting  the  procuring  of  fifty 
thoufand  Cartridges  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  ; 
Rejoin)  e  d, 
That  the  Houfe  concur  in   the  Refolution    contained  in  the  faid 
MefTage. 

A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen,  Haddonfeld,  Sept.  15,   1777. 

T  LAY  before  you  with  this  MefTage,  the  Petition  of  Mrs.  M'Niel, 
■*•  the  Widow  of  the  late  gallant  Major  M^Niel,  who,  with  invincible 
Fortitude,  fell  fighting  for  his  Country  ;  together  with  an  honourable 
Teftimonial  of  feveral  refpectable  Magiftrates  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  EJJex,  in  her  Behalf.  That  her  prefent  Situation  is  truly 
deplorable,  and  that  fhe  is  an  Object  worthy  the  Attention  of  this  Ho- 
nourable Houfe,  confidering  the  important  Services  and  illuftrious  Fall 
of  her  late  Hufband,  can,  I  think,  admit  of  no  Doubt.  And  while  you 
are  extending  your  Munificence  to  the  diftreffed  Widow  and  Orphans 
of  that  brave  Officer,  it  will  reflect  Honour  on  this  State,  in  whofe  Ser- 
vice he  firfl  entered,  as  well  as  excite  others  to  emulate  his  diftinguifhed 
Valour,  to  perpetuate  his  own  Memory  by  fome  fepulchral  Monument; 
which  is  agreeable  to  the  Practice  of  all  civilized  Nations,  and  a  Kind  of 
Tribute  due  to  thofe  who  nobly  fall  in  Defence  of  Liberty  and  their 
Country.  WTL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which,  with  the  Petition  of  Mrs.  Niel,  and  a  Recommendation  of  a 
Number  of  Magiftrates,  and  others,  Freeholders  in  the  County  of  EJJex, 
in  her  Behalf,  were  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MefTage 
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A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  15,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Cooper  acquaint  the  Houle  of  Afl<nibly,  that  chc  Council 
have  concurred  in  the  Reiolution  contained  in  their  MeflTage,  1  ;- 
ceived  on  Friday  feft,  refpecling  the  Allowance  of  Tivo  Pounds  Jen  Shil- 
lings per  Month,  per  Man,  to  fttcfa  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  as  now 
are,  or  hereafter  llia.ll  be  called  into  actual  Service,  as  a  Bounty  over 
and  above  the  continental  Pay. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  Ijf,    1777. 

'T""SHAT  Mr.  Cooper  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  that  the  Council 
■*■     have  concurred  in  the  Rcfolutions  contained  in  their  Meflage  of  the 
13th  Inflant,  received  this  Day,  relpecling  the  Treafurer's  Bond,  &c. 

Mr.  Mott  reported,  that  Mr.  Cook  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houle. 

Whereas  at  this  Time  there  is  an  abfolute  Neceflity  for  conveying 
Ammunition  immediately  to  the  Militia,  at,  or  near  Elizabeth- Town ; 
therefore, 

Re/olved, 

That  Ed-ward  Fleming  and  Thomas  Denny,  Efquires,  or  either  of  them, 
have  Power  to  imprels  Horfes  and  Waggons,  if  they  find  it  neceflary, 
for  the  expediting  the  laid  Ammunition  to  the  Place  aforelaid,  they  al- 
lowing the  continental  Pay  for  fuch  Horfes  and  Waggons,  and  not  de- 
taining them  more  than  eight  Days  in  Service. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tollman  and  Mr.  Boiven  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence  to  the  laid  Reiolution. 

Mr.  Tallman  reported,  that  Mr.  Boiven  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  15,    1777. 

Tl  \T  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Alfembly,  that  the  Council 
have  concurred  in  the  Refolution  contained  in  their  Meflage  of  this 
Pay,  re! peeling  the  empowering  Ed-ward  Fleming  and  Thomas  Denny, 
Inquires,  to  imprels  Waggons,  &ct 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  the  Owners  and  Pofleflbrs  of  Meadow 
lvfng  on  Saiem  Creek,  between  FiJJjing  Illand  and  Mud  Creek,  in  Eoiver- 
Pcnns-Neck,  in  the  County  of  Salem,  praying  a  Law  to  enable  them  to 
creel  and  keep  in  Repair  a  fuflicient  Tide-Bank  and  other  Water- Works, 
to  prevent  the  Tide  from  overflowing  the  fame,  <&c.  which  was  read. 

Ordered, 
That  the  Petitioners  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Tuefday,    September  16,    1777. 

The   Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Keasby,  purfuant  to  Leave  given,  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An 
Ac!  to  enable  the  Owners  and  Pojfrffbrs  of  Meadows,  lying  between  Fifhing 
(/land  and  Mud  Creek,  bounding  on  Salem  Creek,  in  the  County  of  Salem, 
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to  erecl  and  keep  in  Repair  the  Dams,  Banks,  Sluices,  and  other  IVater-Works , 
to  open  and  keep  clear  the  necefjary  Water-Courfes,  and  to  make  Juch  Line- 
Ditches  as  are  therein  defcribed,  lawful  Fences ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  16,    177 7. 

'TpHAT  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  that  the  Council 
-*■     have  concurred  in  the  Refolutions  contained  in  their  Meflage  of 
Yefterday,  respecting  the  Purchafe  of  Blankets  for  the  Soldiers  in  Gene- 
ral Wafl/ingt ons  Army. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  &c. 
The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  rejlrain  the  Exportation  of  Pitch,  Tar, 
Turpentine,  and  other  Naval  Stores  from  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  was 
read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  the  Officers  of  the  firft  Regiment  of 
Monmouth  Militia,  fetting  forth,  that  they  conceive  the  Militia  Law  of 
this  State  does  not  produce  the  good  Effects  thereby  intended,  reflecting 
the  Militia  turning  out  in  Cafes  of  Emergency,  &c.  and  requefting  that 
'fuch  a  Law  may  be  paffed  as  will  compel  perfonal  Service,  <&c.  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Militia  Bill. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

JVednefday,   September  17,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  an  Acl,  intitled,  An 
Act  for  regulating  Roads  and  Bridges,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  j  on  the 

Queftion, 

Ordered,  f 

That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

A  Letter  to  the  Speaker  from  Richard  Stevens,  Efquire,  was  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  containing  Propofals  for  erecting  a  Salt- Works  in  this  State, 
and  to  deliver  all  the  Salt  he  makes,  at  a  certain  Price  therein  mentioned, 
for  a  Term  of  Years  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  engrofled  Bill,  intitled,  An  A  61  to  refrain  the  Exportation  of  Pitch, 
Tar,  Turpentine,  and  other  Naval  Stores  from  the  State  of  New-Jerfey, 
was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  engrofled  Bill,  intitled,  An  Ad  to  revive  and  continue  an  Acl,  in- 
titled,  An  Act /or  regulating  Roads  and  Bridges,  was  read  and  compared  ; 
on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Ver  Bryck,   do  carry  the  faid  Bills  to  the 
Council  for  their  Concurrence.  Mr. 
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Mr.  Holmes  reported,  that  Mr.  Ver  Bryek  and  himfelf  delivered  the 
Bills  with  them  entrulted,  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  Secre- 
tary the  prefent  Treafurer's  Bond,  &c.  agreeable  to  a  Relblvc  ot  the 
Council  and  Aifembly. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  for  confli tilting  a  Council  of  Safety,  was  read 
the  lecond  Time,  and  debated  Paragraph  by  Paragraph  ;  and  Debate 
anting  on  the  12th  Section  of  the  faid  Bill  ;  on  the  Queftion,  Whether 
the  lame  is  agreed  to  ?  It  palled  as  follows  : 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Vandikc, 
Mr.  Scbring, 
Mr.  \\r  Bryek, 
Mr.  Mehclm, 
Mr.  Coxc, 
Mr.  Tollman, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Keajby, 
Mr.  Somen, 
Mr.  Harris, 

Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Buck, 

Mr.  Hat  born, 
Mr.  E Id r edge. 


Nays. 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Mot/, 
Mr.  Sbreve. 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Dey, 
Mr.  Board, 
Mr.  Camp, 
Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.  Drake, 
Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Shoffar, 
Mr.  Peter/on, 

On  the  Queftion,  on  the  1 3th  Section,  Whether  agreed  to  ?  It  palled 
as  follows  : 

Yeas. 
Mr.  Coxc, 
Mr.  Somas, 
Mr.  Price, 
Mr.  Kcajby, 
Mr.  Harris, 
Mr.  Buck. 


Nays. 
Mr.  Holmes,   * 
Mr.  Mott, 
Mr.  Tall  man, 
Mr.  Shreve, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  Hathorn, 
Mr.  Eldrcdge. 

On  the  Queftion,  on  the  14th  Section,  Whether  agreed  to?  It  paCed 
as  follows : 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Dey, 
Mr.  Board, 
Mr.  Camp, 
Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Shaffar, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Peter/on, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr'.  Vandikc, 
Mr.  Scbring, 
Mr.  /'</-  Bryek, 
Mr.  Mcbclm, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  iXv, 

Mr.  /)','//-./, 
M .-.  Camp, 

Ml    Sh.ijfar, 
Mr.  Peter/on, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Vandikc, 
Mr.  Fi?r  Bryek, 
Mr.  Ah  helm, 
Mr.  Co.vf, 
Mr.  Tollman, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Somers, 
Mr.  Keajby, 
Mr.  Harris, 
Mr.  Bowen, 
Mr.  flaafe, 
Mr.  Eldrcdge. 


Nays. 
Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Mott, 
Mr.  S breve, 
Mr.  /V/V<-, 
Mr.  Hatborn. 


The  Houfe  having  gone  through  the  Bill  ;  on  the  Queftion,  Whether 
the  lame  be  cngroifed  ?  It  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative. 

Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofled. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Paper  he  received  from  Mr.  S/o 
i>ens,  relpecling  the  Treafury  ;  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Account  of  all  the  Monies,    Bonds  and   Mortgages  in  the   Eaftern 
Treafury-Cheft,  Augujl  6,    1776. 
A   fealcd   up  Bag  of  cancelled   Money  for  May, 

1775,  as  per  Certificate,  -  -        -        -      £.  10715 :     C :    o 

v    Ditto  for  May,   1776,  per  Ditto,         -         -         -  4819:.  5:    9 


£.I$534:  10:    o 

Received 
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July  1.     Received  of  Mr.  James  Parker , 
1776.         on  his  and  Stephen  Skinner's 

Bond,         -         ~         -         £•    933:12:6 
July  15.  Ditto  of  John  Mehelm  and  Jo- 
nathan D.  Sergeant,  Enquires, 
by  Order  of  the  Convention,      4944  •  19  :  6 
Augujl  I.   Ditto  of  Mr.  John  Smyth,  per 

Colonel  Mehelm,         -         -         436  :  10  :  o 
Augujl  6.   Ditto  of  Ditto,  per  Ditto,       -        719  :  12  :  6 

£.7034:  14:  6 

The  above  Sum  of  Seven  Thoufand  and  Thirty-four  Pounds,  Fourteen 
Shillings  and  Six-pence,  with  Lord  Stirling's  Mortgage,  Gabriel  Ogdens 
Mortgage,  and  Stephen  Skinner's  and  James  Parker  s  Bond,  are  depofited 
in  the  Iron  Treafury  Cheft. 

The  above-mentioned  Sum  of  Fifteen  Thoufand,  Five  Hundred  and 
Thirty-four  Pounds,  Ten  Shillings  and  Nine-pence,  of  cancelled  Money, 
was  burned  by  John  Fell,  John  Mehelm  and  Charles  Coxe,  Ef  qui  res, 
March  24,    1777.  Errors  Excepted. 

JOHN  STEVENS. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Thursday,   September    18,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  fundry  Perfons  in  the 
County  of  Sujfex,  reflecting  a  Guard  ordered  to  be  kept  at  the  Court- 
houfe  in  the  faid  County,  and  the  Support  of  Prisoners,  and  make 
Report  to  the  Houfe. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tollman  and  Mr.  Vandike  do  wait  on  the  Council,  anddefire 
them  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe,  with  the  Time  and 
Place  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Tallman  reported,  that  Mr.  Vandike  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Or- 
der of  the  Houfe. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  18,   1777. 

/*T"VHAT  Mr.  Condicl  carry  the  Bill,  intitled,  An  Aft  to  revive  and  con- 
-^     tinue  fever  al  Courts  of  Law,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned, 
with  the  Amendments  thereto  annexed,  to  the  Houl'e  of  Affembly,  and 
defire  their  Concurrence  in  the  faid  Amendments: 

Whereupon  the  faid  Bill  with  the  Amendments  in  their  Places,  were 
read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Sinnickfon. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  18,    1 77 7. 

THAT  Mr.  Symmes  and  Mr.  Condicl,  or  either  of  them,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  join  with  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  to  fettle 
the  Accounts  of  fundry  Perfons  in  the  County  of  Sujfex,  refpecling  a 
Guard  ordered  to  be  kept  at  the  Court-houfe  in  the  faid  County,  and 
the  Support  of  Prifoners,  and  make  Report  thereof  to  this  Houfe ;  and 

that 
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that  the  faid  Committees  meet  for  that  Purpofe  at  the  Houfe  of  Hugh 
Creighton,  at  four  o'clock  this  Afternoon. 
Ordered^ 
That  Mr.  Sinniclcfon  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTcmbly  therewith. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  Af, 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

Ordered^  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  18,    1777. 

npilAT  Mr.  Condicl  carry  the  Bill,  in  titled,  Jn  t\&.  to  a/certain  the 
*  Puni/bment  for  High  Treafon,  and  to  cftabiijh  the  Word  State  in/lead 
of  Colony \  in  all  Commi//ions,  Writs,  and  other  Procejs,  and  for  other  Pur- 
pojes  therein  mentioned,  to  the  Houle  of  Alfembly,  and  delire  their  Con- 
currence in  the  faid  Bill. 

Which  Bdl  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Hand. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  1 8,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Cox  be  added  to  the  Committee,  appointed  or  the  b'tn  of 
February  laft,  to  join  the  Committee  or  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  to 
fettle  the  Accounts  of  (uch  of  the  Members  of  the  Legiflature  as  have 
purchafed  Cloathing  for  the  continental  Army  ;  and  that  Mr.  Hand  ac- 
quaint the  Houfe  of  Affembly  therewith. 

Mr.  Brown  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  of  the 
Council,  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  fundry  Perfons  in  the  County  of  Sujfex, 
&c.  made  the  following  Report,  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

OUR  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council,  to 
fettle  the  Accounts  of  fundry  Perfons  in  the  County  of  Sujfex,  re- 
fp.  cling  a  Guard  ordered  to  be  kept  at  the  Courthoufe  in  the  faid 
County,  and  for  the  Support  of  Prif oners,  beg  Leave  to  report ; 

That  we  find  due  to  Captain  Conrad  Guntryman,  and 

Company,  for  guarding  continental   Priibners,  as 

per  Payroll,  No.  1,  the  Sum  of  -  -  -  £.78:19:8 
To  »_)itto,  per  Ditto  2,  for  the  above  Purpofe,        -  129  :  15  :  2 

To  Ditto,  per  Ditto  3,   for  the  above  Purpofe,  -  108  :     7  :  o 

To  Ditto,  per  Ditto  4,  for  the  above  Purpofe,  -  115:10:9 

To  Captain   John  Pippenger,    and  Company,  as  per 

Payroll,  No.  5,  for  the  above  Purpofe,  -  21:9:4 

To  William  Purine,  for  his  Time  and  Expences  fup- 

porting  continental  Prifoners,  as  per  Account,      -  79:    6:  1 

To  Philip  Dudder,    Efquirc,  for  Expences  attending 

and  fettling  the  above,  -  -  -  -  6:0:0 


Y 


£-519  ■    S:o 
Silas  Condict, 
September  19,   1777.  Abia  Brown, 

Jacob  Drake. 
The  Committee  appointed  yeflerday  "  to  join  a  Committee  of  the 
Council,  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  fundry  Perfons  in  the  County  of  Suj/exy 
rcl peeling  a  Guard  ordered  to  be  kept  at  the  Courthoufe  in  the  laid 
County,  and  fupport  of  Prifoners,"  having  reported,  that  the  Paid 
Committees  had  met  and  fettled  the  faid  Accounts  according  to  Order, 
and  that  they  find  due  thereon  to  Captain  Conrad  Guntryman  and  Cap- 

X  x  tain 


178  VOTES,  6&S  of  the  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  of  New-Jerfey. 


tain  John  Pippenger,  and  their  refpective  Companies,  for  guarding  con- 
tinental Prifoners,  Four  Hundred  and  Fifty-four  Pounds  One  Shilimg 
and  ElevenPence  ;  and  to  William  Purine  and  Philip  Dudder,  Efquires, 
for  their  Time  and  Expences  in  fupporting  the  laid  continental  Priloners, 
the  Sum  of  Eighty-five  Pounds  Six  Shillings  and  One  Penny,  making  in 
the  whole  Five  Hundred  and  Thirty-nine  Pounds  Eight  Shillings. 

And  the  Houfe  having  taken  the  faid  Report  into  Coniideration,  and 
approved  thereof, 
Refolved, 

That  the  Treafurer  pay  the  faid  Sum  of  Five  Hundred  and  Thirty-nine 
Pounds  Eight  Shillings,  to  the  faid  Philip  Dudder,  Efquire,     for   the 
Uie  of  himlelf  and  the  other  Perfons  above-named,  to  whom  the  fame 
is  found  due. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Camp  and  Mr.  Harris  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence  to  the  faid  Refolution. 

A  Remonftrance  of  a  Number  of  Militia  Officers  now  ftationed  at 
Woodbury,  was  read,  praying  that  a  Law  may  be  paflTed  obliging  the 
Militia  of  this  State,  either  in  Perfon  or  by  Subftitute,  fpeedily  to  ren- 
der their  Service  in  the  Field  ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Amendments  to  the  Militia  Bill. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  conflituting  a  Council  of  Safety,  was  read 
and  compared  ;  and,  on  the  QuelHon,  Whether  the  fame  do  pafs  ?  It 
was  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  as  follows  : 

Yeas.  Nays. 

Mr.  Tallman,  Mr.  Holmesy 

Mr.  Somas,  Mr.  Molt, 

Mr.  Kcajby,  Mr.  Shre-ve, 

Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Price. 

Mr,  Buck, 
Mr.  Hathorn, 
Mr.  Eldredee. 

Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Tallman  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Coun- 
cil, and  defire  their  Concurrence  thereto.     . 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Friday,   September   19,    1777. 
The  Houfe  met. 

A  Meffage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen,  Haddonfield,  September  io,   IJJJ. 

U  R  Militia  having  apprehended  near  feventy  difaffecled  Perfons,  on 
their  March  to  join  the  Enemy  on  Staten-JJland,  whom  they  have 
under  Guard  at  Pitts-Totvn,  and  the  commanding  Officer  of  the  Party 
who  has  the  prefent  Cuftody  of  them,  having  applied  for  Directions 
how  to  difpoie  of  them,  it  is  propofed  to  order  them  either  to  Hunter- 
don or  Burlington  Gaol  ;  but  how  to  fupply  them,  as  well  as  the  Guards 
that  will  be  neceffary  to  prevent  their  Efcape,  with  Provisions,  is  a 
Matter  that  will  require  your  Interpofition.  I  would  therefore  recom- 
mend it  to  the  Houie  to  appoint  fome  Perion  to  provide  them  accord- 
ingly, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Dey, 
Mr.  Board, 

Mr.  Camp, 
Mr.  Combs, 
Mr.  Drake, 
Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Shaffar, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Peter/on, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Vandike, 
Mr.  Sebring, 
Mr.  Vcr  Bryck, 
Mr.  Mehelm, 
Mr.  Coxe, 


o 
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ingly,  with  as  much  Difpatch  as  the  Hurry  of  your  other  Buiincis  will 
admit  or. 

WIL.    LIVINGSTON. 
Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  to  a/certain  the  Punijhmcnt  for  High  'Preafm, 
Sec.  was  read  the  fecond  Time,   and  ordered  a  third  Reading. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  fevcral Courts  of  Law, 
and  lor  other  Purpofcs  therein  mentioned,  with  the  Council's  Amendments 
in  their  Places,  were  read  the  lecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion,  Whether 
the  Houfe  agrees  thereto  ?  The  Houfe  agreed  to  the  hilt  Amendment, 
and  dilagreed  in  Fart  to  the  lecond  :  Whereupon  an  Amendment  1. 
propoled  by  this  Houle  to  the  Amendment  of:  the  Council,  and  agreed 
to  by  them, 
Ordered, 

Th.it  the  laid  Bill,  as  amended  and  agreed  to,   be  re-engralled. 

Mr.  Mchelm,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  ex- 
plain and  amend  an  Act,  intitled,  An  Act  for  the  better  regulating  the  Mi- 
litia, and  the  Supplemental  Act  thereto  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a 
lecond  Reading. 

A  MelTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Sinnickfon. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.    io,    1777. 

ATp  H  A  T  Mr.  Sinnickfon  acquaint  the  Houle  of"  Ailembly  that  the 
*■  Council  have  concurred  in  the  Resolution  contained  in  their  Mef- 
fage  of  this  Morning,  reflecting  the  Payment  of  Five  Hundred  and 
1  ijirty-nnie  Pounds  Light  Shillings  to  Iyhilip  Dudder,  litquire,  lor  the 
Ules  in  the  laid  Relolution  mentioned. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Safety  being  laid 
before  the  Houle, 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Ver  Bryek  and  Mr.  Eldrcdge  be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council,  to  infpect.  the  laid  Minutes,  lb  far  as  relates  to 
the  Expenditure  of  the  Money  drawn  from  tiie  Trcalury,  and  make  Re- 
port thereof  to  the  Houle. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Holmes  do  wait  on  the  Council,   and  defire 
they  will  appoint  a  Committee  for   that   Purpole,  with   the  Time  and 
Piace  of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Mchelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Tallman  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Or- 
der of  the  Houle. 

Whereas  by  a  Letter  from  Charles  Stewart,  Ffquire,  Commiilary- 
General  of  lllues,  it  appears,  there  is  an  ablblute  Neceflity  that  a  Num- 
ber of  Teams  lhould  be  impreifed  with  all  pofhble  l.xpedition,  10  allill 
in  removing  the  Stores  in  the  Commiffary-Departnunc  from  the  Cit)  ••! 
Philadelphia,  in  order  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Enemy ; 

Rcjolved, 

That  Colonel  jfofeph  Ellis,  and  the  Officers  of  his  Battalion  of  Militia, 
and  each  and  every  of  them,  have  Power  to  imprels  Inch  and  Io  many 
Waggons  and  I  lories,  or  Oxen,  as  lhall  be  iullicient  and  neceilary  to  aflift 
the  laid  Commiflary  in  removing  the  laid  Stores  as  aforcfaid  j  that  the 
Owners  of  the  laid  Teams  be  entitled  to  receive  the  continental  Pay  for 

the 
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the  Time  they  fhall  be  in  Service,  and  that  the  Teams,  as  faft  as  they  are 
impreffed,  be  forwarded  to  Coopers  Ferry  for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Holmes  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence  in  the  faid  Refblution. 

Mr.  Drake  reported,  that  Mr.  Holmes  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe   met. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  19,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Hand  be  a  Committee  to  join  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Houfe  of  Affembly,  to  infped  the  Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Council  of  Safety,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  Expenditure  of  the  Money 
drawn  from  the  Treafury,  and  make  Report  thereof  to  the  Houfe  ;  and 
that  the  faid  Committees  meet  for  that  Purpole  at  the  Houle  of  Samuel 
Kinnard,  at  three  o'Clock  this  Afternoon. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Cooper  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  therewith. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  19,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Cooper  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  that  the  Council 
have  concurred  in  the  Refolution  contained  in  their  Meffage-  of  rhis 
Day,  refpeding  Powers  thereby  given  to  Colonel  Jofeph  Ellis  and  the 
Officers  of  his  Battalion,  to  imprefs  Waggons,  <&c.  to  alTift  in  removing 
the  Stores  in  the  Commiffary-Department  from  Philadelphia. 

The  Bill,  in  titled,  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Acl,  intitled,  An  Ad 
for  the  better  regulating  the  Militia,  and  the  Supplemental  Acl  thereto,  was 
read  the  fecond  Time,  and  debated  Paragraph  by  Paragraph ;  and,  on 
the  Queftion, 
Ordered,, 
That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

The  Houfe,  according  to  Order,  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  to  confider  of  the  Evidence  offered  by  Samuel  Tuckery 
Efquire,  at  the  laft  Sitting,  refpeding  the  Lofs  of  the  publick  Money 
and  Papers  that  were  in  his  Care  ;  and,  after  fome  Time  fpent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  returned  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  or'  the  Com- 
mittee, reported,  that  it  was  the  Opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  fame 
be  referred  to  the  next  Sitting  of  Affembly,  for  further  Inquiry  and 
Confideration  ;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

Refolded, 
That  the  Bond  given  by  Samuel  Tucker,  Efquire,  and  Thomas  Lo-wrey 
and  Abraham  Hunt,  his  Sureties  for  the  due  Execution  of  the  Office  of 
one  of  the  Treafurers  of  the  late  Provincial  Congrefs,  be  lodged  with 
the  Secretary,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  State. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Sat  in- day,   September  20,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Ad  to  enable  the  Owners  and  Pojfe/ors  of  Mea- 
dows 
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dorrs  lying  between  lilliing   [(land  and  Mud   Creek,  bounding  on  Salem 
Creek,  &c.  to  ereel  and  keep  in  Repair  the  Banks,  Dams,  &c.  was  read 
the  Second  Time  ;  on  the  Queltion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engroSTed. 

A  general  Abftracl  of  Pay  for  Prifoncrs,  taken  on  the  13th  of  Febru- 
ary hilt,  to  the  13th  ot  September  Inftant,  made  out  by  Brigadier  For- 
tnan,  was  laid  before  the  Houle  ;  on  which  the  Opinion  of  the  Houfe 
was  requeued  by  the  Paymafters  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  Whether 
they  were  at  Liberty  to  pay  the  Wages  of  Prifoncrs  : 
Refolved, 

That  i:  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Houfe  that  the  Paymafters  be  directed 
to  pay  the  Wages  of  Prifoners  that  have  been  taken  by  the  Enemy,  from 
the  Time  they  were  taken  until  the  Time  they  relpeclively  dcceaSed,  or 
returned  Home;  the  Time  being  properly  ascertained  by  any  Oilkcr, 
or  other  Peribn  in  whole  Power  it  may  be  to  certify  the  fame. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Corttbi  and  Mr.  Peter/on  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence  in  the  laid  Relblution. 

A  Memorial  from  Elijah  Clark  and  Richard  IVeJ'cott,  Efquires,  was 
read,  letting  forth,  that  they  had  erecled,  at  their  own  Expcnce,  a  (mail 
Fort  at  the  l\\-IJurroivs,  near  the  Port  of  Ut tie- Egg- Harbour,  and  had 
purchafed  a  Number  of  Cannon  for  the  Defence  of  the  laid  Port,  rely- 
ing on  the  Publick  for  Payment  of  the  Expence  on  that  Occafion — That 
they  had  difburfed  a  Sum  of  Money,  an  Account  whereof  is  annexed  to 
the  faid  Memorial,  and  praying  a  Re-imburfement  of  the  Monies  fo 
advanced  :  Whereupon  the  Houle  having  taken  the  lame  into  Conside- 
ration, 

Refolved, 

That  the  Trcafurer  pay  the  Balance  due  to  the  (aid  Elijah  Clark  and 
Richard  IVeJ'cott,  being  Four  Hundred  and  Thirty  Pounds  One  Shilling  and 
Three  Pence,  and  that  their  Receipt,  or  the  Receipt  of  either  of  them, 
be  a  Difcharge  to  the  Treafurer  for  Payment  thereof — That  they  be  em- 
powered and  di reeled  to  fell  fuch  Stores  as  are  not  ufeful,  and  pay  the 
Amount  into  the  Treafury,  and  to  take  Charge  of  the  (aid  Cannon  and 
nccellary  Stores  for  the  Ule  of  the  State. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Keasby  and  Mr.  Hat  horn  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence  to  the  ftid  Relblution. 

Mr.  Keasby  reported,  that  Mr.  Hathorn  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houle. 

Mr.  Combs  reported,  that  Mr.  Peter/on  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Mef- 
fage  witH  them  entruftcd,  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  to  a/certain  the  Punijhmcnt  for  If.  ■/.>  Tri  qjbn, 
and  to  eftabUfb  the  Word  State  injlead  of  Colony ,  ike.  was  read  the  fecond 
Time,  and  ordered  a  third  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three  o'Clock,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Mcffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

'.  Council-Chamber,   Sept.  20,    1777. 

'npli  \T  Mr.  Condicl  acquaint  the  Houle  of  Affembly  that  the  Council 
■*■     b  ive  concurred  in  the  Relblution  contained  in  their  Mellage  of  this 

V  y  Day, 
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Day,  rcfpecting  the  Payment  of  Wages  to  fuch  of  the  Militia  as  have 
been  taken  Prifbners  by  the  Enemy. 

A  MeiTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl: 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  20,   1777. 

SHAT  Mr.  Condicl  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  that  the  Coun- 
cil have  concurred  in  the  Refolution  contained  in  their  MeiTage  of 
this  Day,  refpecting  the  Payment  of  Four  Hundred  and  Thirty  Pounds 
One  Shilling  and  Three  Pence  to  Elijah  Clark  and  Richard  Wefcott,  Efquires, 
and  other  Matters  in  the  faid  Meflage  contained. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  a/certain  the  Punijhment  for  High  Treafon, 
and  to  e/labli/Jj  the  Word  State  in/lead  of  Colony,  in  Commiffions,  Writs,  and 
other  Procefs,  and  for  other  Purpofcs   therein  mentioned,    was  read  the 
third  Time;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  re-engroffed  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  revive  and  continue  fever al 
Courts  of  Law,  and  for  other  Purpofcs  therein  mentioned,  was  read  and 
compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Ver  Bryck  and  Mr.  Camp  do  carry  the  faid  Bills  to  the  Council. 
Mr.  Ver  Bryck  reported,  that  Mr.  Camp  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe.  " 

A  Meffage  from, the  Council  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  20,   1777. 

'HAT  Mr.  Cooper  carry  the  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  the  more  eafy 
and  expeditious  Recovery  of  Penalties  on  forfeited  Recognizances,  and 
for  the  Appropriation  of  the  Monies  arifing  from  the  fame,   and  from  Fines 
and  Amercements,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned,  to  the  Houle 
of  AfTembly,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  therein. 
Which  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MeiTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

Ordered  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  20,    1777. 

TH  AT  Mr.  Condicl  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  that  the  Bill, 
intitled,  An  Act  to  refrain  the  Exportation  of  Pitch,  Tar,  Turpentine, 
and  other  Naval  Stores  from  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  is  pafled  by  this 
Houfe  without  Amendment. 

The  engrofTed  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Act,  intitled, 
An  Ad  for  the  better  regulating  the  Militia,  and  the  Supplemental  Acl  there- 
to, was  read  and  compared ;  and,  on  the  Queftion,  Whether  the  fame  do 
pafs  ?  It  was  carried  in  the  Affirmative,  as  follows  : 


T 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Dey, 
Mr.  Board, 
Mr.  Camp, 
Mr.  Drake, 
Mr.  Cook, 
Mr.  Shoffar, 
Mr.  Pet  erf  on, 

Refolved,     - 
That  the  lame  do  pafs 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Vandike, 
Mr.  Ver  Bryck, 
Mr.  Scbring, 
Mr.  Mchclm, 
Mr.  Coxe, 
Mr.  Tallman, 


Yeas. 
Mr.  Somers, 
Mr.  Dick, 
Mr.  Harris, 
Mr.  Buck, 
Mr.  Hathorn, 
Mr.  Eldrcdgc. 


Nays. 
Mr.  Mott, 
Mr.  Holmes, 
Mr.  Sbreve. 


Ordered, 
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Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Drake  do  carry  the  (aid  Bill  to  the  Council, 
for  their  Concurrence. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act.  for  the  more  eafy  and  expeditious  Recovery 
of  Penalties  on  forfeited  Recognizances ,  and  for  the  Appropriation  of  the 
Monies  arifingfrom  the  fame,  ike.  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  ordered 
a  third  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,  September  22,  1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  to  raife  a  Company  of  Artillery  out  of  the  Militia 
of  the  State  of  New-Jerley,  was  read  the  iecond  Time;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Drake  and  himfelf  had  obeyed  the 
Order  of  the  Houle. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Aft.  for  the  more  eafy  and  expeditious  Recovery  of 
Pi  nalties  on  forfeited  Recognizances,  and  for  the  Appropriation  of  the  Monies 
arifrng  from  the  fame,   and  from  Fines  and  Amercements,  and  for  other  Pur- 
pofes  therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  third  Time;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  Came  do  pafs. 
Ordered) 

That  Mr.  Eldredge  and  Mr.  Peter  [on  do  carry  the  find  Bill  to  the 
Council,  and  acquaint  them  that  the  fame  is  palled  by  this  Houle, 
without  any  Amendment. 

Mr.  Eldredge  reported,  that  Mr.  Peterfon  and  himfelf  delivered  the 
Bill  with  them  entrusted,  to  the  Vice-Prelident  in  Council. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 
The  Houfe  met. 

The  engrofled  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  to  raife  a  Company  of  Artillery  out 
of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  New-Jerley,  was  read  and  compared ;  on 
the  Quettion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  engrofled  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  enable  the  Owners  and  PoflcJJbrs 
of  Meadoivs  lying  between  Filhing  //land  and  Mud  (.'reek,  bounding  on  Sa- 
lem  Creek,  in  the  County  of  Salem,  to  creel  and  keep  in  Repair  the  Dams, 
Hanks,  Sluices,  and  other  Water-Works,  to  open  and  keep  clear  the  neceffary 
IVater-Courfes,  and  to  makefuh  Line-Ditches  as  are  therein  defcribed,  law- 
ful Fences ;  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  lame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Ready  do  carry  the  laid  Bills  to  the  Council, 
for  their  Concurrence. 

Mr.  Dick  reported,  that  Mr.  Keasby  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bills 
with  them  entrufted,  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

A  Meflage 
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A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Hand. 

Ordered^  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  20,    1777. 

/~JpHAT  Mr.  Hand  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  that  the  Bill,  in- 
•*-     titled,  An  Act  for  conjlituting  a  Council  of  Safety,  is  paffed  by  this 
Houfe  without  any  Amendment. 

Mr.  Coxe,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought 
in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  A3,  for  erecting  a  publick  Salt-Works,  and  for  ma- 
nufacturing Salt  ivithin  the  State  of  New-Jerfey ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Petition  of  Henry  "Jones  and  Company,  prefented  at  the  laft  Sit- 
ting, was  read  the  fecond  Time,  praying  an  Exemption  for  ten  Men 
from  Militia  Duties,  (except  in  Cafe  of  Emergency)  to  be  employed  at 
their  Salt-Works  in  Cape-May  County  ;  and,  on  the  Queftion,  Whether 
the  Prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted  ?  It  paffed  in  the  Negative. 

A  MefTage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen,  Haddonfield,  Sept.  21,   1777. 

T5EING  fully  perfuaded  that  the  Mode  pointed  out  by  the  Refolution 
JL'  of  the  two  Houfes,  reflecting  the  procuring  of  Blankets  for  our 
Troops,  will  not  prove  effectual  for  the  Purpofe,  I  think  it  my  Duty  to 
recommend  it  to  you  to  adopt  fome  other  Meafure  for  fecuring  a  Sup- 
ply of  that  indifpenfable  Article. 

Thofe  who  are  real  Eriends  to  the  glorious  Caufe  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged have  already  fpared  all  their  fupernumerary  Blankets,  and  many 
of  them,  in  the  Ardour  of  their  Zeal,  even  ftripped  themfelves  of  necel- 
iary  Covering. 

The  Perlbns  now  poffeffed  of  a  Superflux  are  generally  the  difaffected, 
who  would  rather  hoard  up  every  Article  wanted  by  our  Army,  to  em- 
barrafs  and  diftrefs  it,  than  part  with  any  Thing  in  their  Poffemon  for 
its  Relief  and  Accommodation.  From  fuch,  therefore,  we  can  expect 
no  voluntary  Supply  ;  and  confequently,  while  the  Matter  remains  on 
its  prefent  Footing,  we  may  reft  affured  that  our  poor  Soldiers,  who 
are  venturing  their  Lives  for  the  publick  Defence,  muft  endure  all  the 
Rigours  of  the  approaching  inclement  Seafon  without  Covering  ;  while 
our  unnatural  domeftick  Enemies  will  make  a  Kind  of  infernal  Merit 
of  with-holding  from  them  what  they  may  eafily  fpare  from  their  own 
Superabundance,  to  render  many  of  them  comfortable. 

The  fane  Meafure,  therefore,  which  the  Legifiature  has  been  pleafed 
to  adopt,  refpecting  Fire-Arms  and  Ammunition,  will  probably,  on 
further  Confideration,  appear  moft  advifeable  to  be  purfued  in  the  pre- 
fent Cafe  ;  and  is,  perhaps,  the  only  one  that  will  effectuate  the  de- 
fired  Purpofe. 

As  Numbers  of  our  Troops  may,  in  a  few  Days,  lofe  their  Lives  for 
Want  of  what  it  is  in  our  Power  by  vigorous  Meafures  to  furnifh  them 
with,  we  cannot,  I  apprehend,  anfwer  it  to  ourfelves,  to  relt  contented 
with  having  concerted  a  Plan  for  that  Purpofe,  which  however  fpecious 
in  Theory,  we  have  the  greateft  Reafon  to  believe  will  prove  inope- 
rative in  Practice  :  This  would  only  be  arnufing  inftead  of  relieving  ; 
and  blanketting  our  Soldiers  as  thole,  defcribed  by  St.  fames,  fed  and 
clothed  the  neceffitous. 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  nine  o'clock. 

Tuefday, 
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Tucfday,  September  ajj,   1 777. 

The   Iloufc   met. 

The  Memorial  of  Charles  Pettit,  Efquire,  was  read  the  fecond  Timd, 
praying  the  Encouragement  of'  the  Lcgiflature,  in  creeling  a  Salt- Works 
in  this  State  ;  and,  on  the  Queftion, 

Rcflvcd, 

That  the  Sum  of  £.  500  be  lent  to  Mr.  Pet  tit  for  one  Year,  without 
Intereft ;  and  that  he  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  that  Porpofe. 

The  Petition  of  John  Jacob  Faijh,  Proprietor  of  the  Iron-Works  at 
Mount-Hope,  in   Morris   County,   praying  an   Exemption  from  military 
Service  for  inch  Number  of  Men  as  fhall  be  found  necellary  to  carry  on 
the  laid  Works,   was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  Petitioner  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 

The  Bill,   intitled,  An  Act  to  oblige  the  Members  of  the   Lcgiflature  to 
give  due   Attendance  in  the  refpeclive  Houfes,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond 
Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  next  Sitting  of  AfTembly. 

The  Petition  of  Jonathan  Squires  and  William  Cook,  complaining  that 

fome  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  firft  and  ninth  Virginia  Regiments  came  to 

their  Houfes,  in  March  laft,  and  abufed  their  Families,   and  carried 

away  fundry  Effects,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 

Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  next  Sitting  of  Aftembly  ;  and  that 
the  Petitioners  caufe  Affidavits  to  be  made  of  the  Facts  fet  forth  in  their 
Petition,  and  lay  them  before  the  next  AfTembly. 

The  lleprefentation  of  Colonel  Symmes,  fetting  forth,  that  a  Number 
of  Militia  of  Suffix  County  had  been  fretpicntly  called  upon  to  fupprefs 
difaffecled  Perfbns  in  that  County,  for  which  Services  they  have  not 
received  any  Pay  ;  and  refuelling  that  Perfbns  may  be  appointed  to  ad- 
juft  and  fettle  the  Accounts,  was  read  the  fecond  Time; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Shajfar,  Mr.  Peterfbn  and  Mr.  Brown,  be  a  Committee  to 
fettle  the  faid  Accounts,  and  make  Report  to  the  next  Sitting  of  Ailembly. 

A  Number  of  Petitions  from  Perfons  wounded  and  difabled  in  the 
Service  of  the  State,  and  of  the  Widows  of  fuch  as  have  loft  their  Lives, 
and  others  taken  Prifoners  in  the  laid  Service,  were  read  the  fecond  Time; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Camp,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Coxe,  be  a  Committee 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  their  Relief. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The   Houfe  met. 

The  Bill  referred  from  laft  Sitting,  intitled,  An  Aft.  for  recovering  the 
Arrearages  of  the  Ten  Thoulimd  Pounds  Pax,  and  for  other  Purpofes 
therein  mentioned,  was  read  the  third  Time,  and  debated  ;  on  the  Qnel- 
tion, 

Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Orden 
That  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Board  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council,  and 

Z  /,  acquaint 
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acquaint  them  that  the  fame  is  paffed  by  this  Houfe  without  any  Amend- 
ment. 

A  Memorial  having  been  prefented  by  Brigadier  Neivcomb,  fetting 
forth,  that  there  are  feveral  Horfes  belonging  to  the  Militia,  under  his 
Command,  Rationed  at  Woodbury',  and  neceflarily  employed  in  the  Ser- 
vice, and  no  Perfon  authorized  to  provide  Forage  for  the  faid  Horfes, 
and  requeuing  he  may  be  empowered  to  appoint  fome  Perfon  for  that 
Purpofe  ; 

Refolved, 

That  Brigadier  Neivcomb  be  empowered  to  appoint  a  proper  Perfon 
for  the  Purpofe  aforefaid. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Combs  and  Mr.  Sebring  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence  to  this  Refolution. 

A  Memorial  was  prefented  by  Charles  Hoff,  jun.  Superintendent  of 
Hibernia  Iron-Works,  on  the  Part  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  faid  Works, 
praying  that  the  Men  employed  at  faid  Works  may  be  exempted 
from  military  Duty,  in  order  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  comply  with 
the  Orders  of  the  General  of  Artillery  for  manufacturing  of  Cannon, 
Cannon  Ball  and  Grape  Shot,  &c,  for  the  publick  Ufe;  which  was  read  ; 
on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  Memorialing  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 

Mr.  Camp,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought 
in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Aft.  for  the  Relief  of  fuch  of  the  Militia  ivho  have 
been  wounded  and  difabled,  and  the  Widows  and  Children  of  thofe  who  have 
lojl  their  Lives  in  the  Service  of  the  State;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Combs  reported,  that  Mr.  Sebring  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Mef- 
fage  with  them  entrufted,  to  the  Prefident  in  Council. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  23,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Condicl  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  that  the  Bill,  in- 
titled,  An  Act  to  explain  and  amend  an  Acl,  intitled,  An  AS:  for  the 
better  regulating  the  Militia,  and  the  Supplemental  Acl  thereto,  is  paffed 
by  this  Houfe  without  any  Amendment. 

Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  Houfe  that  he  had  delivered  to  the  Secretary 
the  Bond  given  by  Samuel  Tucker,  Elquire,  and  his  Sureties  for  the  due 
Execution  of  the  Office  of  one  of  the  Treafurers  of  the  late  Provincial 
Congrefs,  purfuant  to  the  Order  of  the  Houfe. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condicl. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  23,    1777. 

^PHAT  Mr.  Condicl  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  that  the  Council 
■**  have  concurred  in  the  Refolution  contained  in  their  Meffage  of  this 
Day,  empowering  Brigadier  Newcornb  to  appoint  a  proper  Perfon  to  pro- 
vide Forage  for  the  Horfes  neceflarily  employed  by  the  Militia  ftationed 
at  Woodbury. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Wednefday, 
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Jf  ednefday,    September  24,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Drake,  purfuant  to  Leave  given,  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An 
Ac!  to  exempt  a  Number  of  Men  to  be  employed  at  Mount-Hope  Furnace, 
and  the  Forges  thereunto  belonging,  and  the  Hibernia  Furnace,  all  in  the 
County  of  Morris,  from  actual  Service  in  the  Militia,  under  the  Reflriclions 
and  Regulations  therein  mentioned;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fe- 
cond  Reading. 

Mr.  Mehelm,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought 
in  a  Bill,   intitled,  A  Supplement  to  the  All,  intitled,  An  Act  of  free  and 
general  Pardon,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned ;    which  was 
read,   and  ordered  a  iecond  Reading. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Coxe,  Mr.  Camp,  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Mott,  Mr.  Se- 
bring,  Mr.  Shrei'e,  Mr.  Tollman  and  M.  Eldredge,  and  fuch  other 
Members  as  mail  choofe  to  attend,  be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Committee 
of  the  Council,  in  a  free  Conference  on  the  Subject-Matter  of  dividing 
the  State  into  Diftricts  ;  and  appointing  Perfbns  to  recruit  Men  in  each 
Diftrict  for  the  continental  Service. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Drake  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
they  will  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe,  with  the  Time  and 
Place  of  Meeting. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Combs  and  Mr.  Brown  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
defraying  incidental  Charges. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Hand. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  24,    1777. 

/"TAH  AT  Mr.  Hand  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  that  the  Bill,  in- 
■*-  titled,  An  Act  to  empower  the  Inhabitants  to  elect  Toivn-OJJiccrs  in 
fuch  Toit'ujhips  or  Precincts  -where  the  fame  has  been  neglected  at  the  nfual 
Time  of  holding  their  Tozvn-  Meetings,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  men- 
tioned, is  paffed  the  Council  without  any  Amendment. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Hand. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  24,    1 77 7. 

npHAT  Mr.  Condicl,  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Sinnickfon,  or  any  two  of  them, 
-*■     and  fuch  other  Members  as  ihall  choofe  to  attend,  be  a  Committee 
to  join  with  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  in  a  free  Confe- 
rence on  the  Subject-Matter  of  dividing  the  State  into  Diftricls  ;  and 
appointing   Peribns  in  each  Diftrict  to  recruit  Men  for  the  continental 
Service  ;  and  that  the  faid  Committees  meet,  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid, 
at  the  Houfe  of  Hugh  Creighton,  at  eleven  o'Clock  this  Morning. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Hand  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  therewith. 

The  Members  withdrew  to  attend  a  Joint-Meeting,  cv.  and  being 
returned,  Mr.  Speaker  took  the  Chair. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  to  meet  at  Princeton  on  Monday  next,  the  20th 
of  this  Inflant,  September. 

P  RIXCE- 
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P R INCE TO N,   Monday,   September  29,    1777. 

SEVERAL  of  the  Members  met,  and  there  not  being  a  fufficient 
Number  to  proceed  on  Bufinefs,  they  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
Morning  ten  o'Clock  ;  and  in  like  Manner  met  and  adjourned 
from  Day  to  Day  until  Thurfday  the  2d  of  October  following. 

Thurfday,   October   2,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met,   and  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met,  purfuant  to  Adjournment. 

Ordered, 
That  Ethan  Smith  be  Doorkeeper  to  the  Houfe,  during  this  Sitting. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  from  Sufanna  Daniel/on,  fetting  forth,  that 
her  Hufband  has  been  enlifted  fourteen  Months  in  the  Service  of  the 
State,  and  has  left  her  with  four  fmall  Children  deftitute  of  NecefTaries, 
and  praying  Relief;  which  was  read  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

To  lie  on  the  Table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  Letter  from  Brigadier  Winds,  en- 
closing a  Payroll  of  a  Company  of  Volunteers  commanded  by  Captain 
Richard  Johnfon  ;  which  Company,  on  the  Promife  of  Pay,  Brigadier 
Winds  informs  the  Houfe,  has  been  of  fignal  Service  to  the  State ;  and 
that  the  Paymafter  had  declined  paying  the  faid  Company  without  an 
Order  for  that  Purpoie,  and  praying  the  Directions  of  the  Houfe  ; 
which  Letter  and  Payroll  were  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Rebecca  Vandike,  praying,  for  Reafons 
therein  fet  forth,  that  the  Houfe  would  order  Reftitution  of  her  Huf- 
band's  Eftate,  which  has  been  fold  by  the  Commiffioners  of  Somerfet 
County,  in  Purfuance  of  the  Act  of  free  and  general  Pardon,  &c.  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  A&.  for  the  Relief  offuch  of  the  Militia  ivho 
have  been  •wounded  and  difabled,  ckc.  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and 
committed  to  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Clark. 

The  Lloufe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock, 

Friday,   Oclober  3,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Petition  was  prefented  by  Mary  Williams,  Wife  of  Nathaniel  Wil- 
liams, fetting  forth,  that  her  Hufband  being  gone  to  the  Enemy,  fhe 
was  apprehenfive  of  being  fent  with  her  Children  within  the  Enemy's 
Lines,  and  praying  that  they  may  be  fuffered  to  remain  in  this  State, 
&c.  which  was  read  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  that  Part  of  the  faid  Petition  relative  to  the  Petitioner's  Removal 
out  of  the  State,  be  referred  to  the  Prefident  and  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tall/nan,  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Cook,  be  a  Committee  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  furnifhing  a  Magazine  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  other 
warlike  Stores,  in  this  State. 

A  Meffage 
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A  MefTage  from  his  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  I'd  tit. 

Gentlemen, 
TT  is  reprefented  to  me  that  there  remains  a  large  Number  of  Cattle 
■*•  along  the  Sound  between  Flizabeth-Toivn  and  Amboy,  which  are  in 
imminent  Danger  of  being  carried  off  by  the  Enemy  Rationed  on  Sta- 
ten-IJland)  their  late  Irruption  into  thofe  Parts  for  fuch  predatory  Pur- 
pofe,  and  the  Succefs  which  attended  their  Attempt,  ought  undoubtedly 
to  excite  our  utmoft  Caution  to  prevent  a  fimilar  Enterpri/.e  :  I  would 
therefore  recommend  it  to  the  Houle  to  enable  tlie  Council  of  Safety  by 
a  Resolution  of  both  Houfes,  to  order  the  Removal  of  any  Cattle  that 
may  be  in  Danger  of  falling  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  into  Places 
pf  greater  Safety. 
Princeton,  Oct.  3,  1777.  W1L.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MefTage  from  his  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gcnticir.cn, 
["T  has  been  found  by  Experience  to  be  greatly  detrimental  to  the  Mili- 
■*■  tia  of  Newark  and  the  Precinct  of  Ayuakanonck,  from  the  political 
Turn  of  the  latter,  to  be  divided  into  two  Battalions  :  It  would  be  more 
conducive  to  the  publick:  Intereft  to  have  them  confolidated  into  one  Re- 
giment, and  commanded  by  proper  Officers .  After  their  being  fo  incor- 
porated, it  is  the  Opinion  of  lbme  relpectable  Characters  in  that  County, 
that  Samuel  Hays,  Efquire,  would  be  a  proper  Perfon  for  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ;  Thomas  Picrfon,  Efquire,  for  firft  Major,  and  Caleb  Doddt  El- 
quire,  for  fecond  Major ;  and  James  fledden,  for  Adjutant. 
Princeton,  Oc~l.  3,    1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  a  Number  of  Men  to  be  employed  at 
Mount-Hope  Furnace,  and  the  Forges  thereunto  belonging,  and  the  Hi  her- 
nia Furnace,  all  in  the  County  of  Morris,  from  aclual  Service  in  the  Militia, 
Sec.  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  and  debated  ;  and,  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  lame  be  engroiTed. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  for  creeling  a  publick  Salt-Works,  8cc.  ivithin 
the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  was  read  the  fecond  Time ;  and  committed  to 
Mr.  Clark,   Mr.  Combs  and  Mr.  Mott. 

Mr.  Combs,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought 
in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  A6t  for  defraying  fundry  incidental  Charges  ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe   met. 

A  MelTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  CondiB. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber ,  Sept.  24,    1 77 7. 

/~pHAT  Mr.  Condicl  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Attcmbly  that  the  Bill, 
-*•  intitled,  An  Acl  to  enable  the  Owners  and  Pojfejors  if  Meadows  lyin^ 
between  Fiihing  IJland  and  Mud  Creek,  bounding  on  Salem  Creek,  in  the 
County  of  Salem,  to  crcil  and  keep  in  Repair  the  Dams,  Banks,  Sluices,  and 
other  IVater-lVorks,  and  to  open  and  clear  the  nccejfary  JVater-Courfis,  and 
to  make  fuch  Fine-Ditches  as  are  therein  de/'cribed,  lawful  Fences  :  And  the 
Bill,  intitled,  An  Aft  to  raife  a  Company  of  Artillery  out  of  the  Militia  of  the 
State  of  New-Jerfey,  are  palled  by  this  Houfe  without  any  Amendments. 

3  A  A  Mellage 
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A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condiit. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Sept.  24,    1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Condicl  carry  the  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  oblige  certain 
Perfons  therein  defcribed,  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Abjuration  and  Allegi- 
ance, to  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  in  the 
faid  Bill. 

Whereupon  the  faid  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Mo«,.  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  a 
Number  of  Men  to  be  employed  at  the  Pennfylvania  Salt-Works  in  this  State, 
from   actual  Service  in  the  Militia,  under  the  Reflriclions  and  Regulations 
therein  mentioned ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Letter  from  Brigadier  Winds,  reflecting  Pay  for  a  Company  of 
Volunteers  under  the  Command  of  Captain  Richard  Johnfbn,  and  alfo 
the  Payroll  for  the  faid  Company,  were  read  the  fecond  Time ;  and  the 
fame  being  confidered, — It  is  the  unanimous  Opinion  of  the  Houfe, 
that  the  Paymafter  ought  to  pay  the  Amount  of  the  faid  Payroll  as 
certified  by  Brigadier  Winds. 

The  Petition  of  Rebecca  Vandike,  praying  that  the  Amount  of  the  Eflate 
of  her  Hufband,   fold  by  the  Commiffioners  of  Somerfet,  may  be  reftored 
to  her,  was  read  the  fecond  Time ; 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  deferred  for  further  Confederation. 

Mr.  Mott  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  a  Number  of 
Men  to  be  employed  at  the  Independent  Salt-Works  in  the  County  of  Glou- 
cefler,  from  actual  Service  in  the  Militia ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  eight  o'Clock. 

Saturday,   Otlober  4,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  a  Number  of  Men  to  be  employed 
at  the  Pennfylvania  Salt-Works  in  this  State,  from  actual  Service  in  the 
Militia,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

On  Motion, 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Clark  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Supplement  to  the  Act,  inti- 
tled, An  Act  for  regulating  Elections,  &c. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  a  Number  of  Men  to  be  employed 
at  the  Independent  Salt-Works  in  the  County  of  Gloucefter,  was  read  the 
fecond  Time,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Mott. 

His  Excellency's  MefTage  of  Yefterday,  reflecting  the  Battalions  of 
Newark  and  Aquakanonck,  was  read  the  fecond  Time ; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Camp  have  Leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  incorporate  the  faid 
Battalions  into  one  Regiment  or  Battalion  :  Whereupon  he  brought  in  a 
Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Battalions  of  Newark  and  Aqua- 
kanonck in  the  County  of  EfTex,  into  one  Battalion ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Clark,  purfuant  to  Leave  given,  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitled,  A 
Supplement  to  an  Aft,  intitled,  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Election  of  the 
Members  of  the  Legijlative-Coumil  and  AJfembly,  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  of 
the  State  of  New-Jerley  ;   which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

Mr.  Sebring,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  declare 
the  Payment  of  Money  into  the  'Trea/ury  a  legal  Difcharge  of  Debt  in  certain 
Cafes ;   which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Ac!  to  oblige  certain  Pcrfons  therein  defcribed,  to 
take  the  Oaths  of  Abjuration  and  Allegiance,  was  read  the  fecond  Time, 
and  ordered  a  third  Reading. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Ac~t  to  incorporate  the  Battalions  of  Newark  and 
Aquakanonck  in  the  County  of  EOex,  into  one  Battalion,  was  read  the  fe- 
cond Time  ;   on  the  C^ucltion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  lame  be  engrofled. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  Monday  Morning  nine  o'Clock. 

Monday,   October  6,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen, 
O AMU EL  TUT  HILL,  Efquire,  Firflt  Judge  of  the  Inferior  Court  of 
*-*    ( lommon-Pleas,    for  the  County  of  Morris,  has  refigned  his  Com- 
million,  by  which  that  Office  is  become  vacant. 
Princeton,  Oft.  6,   1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint-Meeting. 

A  MefTage  from  his  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen, 
"DEING  lately  informed  by  Mr.  Mac  Elroy  of  Burlington,  that  he  could 
•*-*  procure  a  Quantity  of  Lead,  and  knowing  in  what  great  Want  the 
State  is  of  that  Mineral,  I  defired  him  to  purchafe  it.  He  now  informs 
me  by  Letter,  that  he  has  bought  five  hundred  and  feventy-three  wt. 
at  Three  Shillings  and  Six-pence  per  lb.  and  appears  extremely  urgent  to 
have  it  immediately  removed  out  of  his  Polleilion,  for  which  I  hope  the 
Houfe  will  make  in  ft  ant  Provifion. 
Princeton,  Oft.  6,   1777.  WIL.   LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read  and  confidered  :  Whereupon  the  Houfe  came  to  the 
following  Refolucion: 

\K7  H  ERE  AS  the  State  of  Neiu-Jerjey  remains  liable  to  continual  In- 
*  v     curfions  of  the  Enemy,  and,  upon  Inquiry,  is  found  to  be  great- 
ly deficient  in  liich  Supplies  of  Ammunition  as  may  be  neceffary  for  our 
common  Defence,  it  is  therefore 
Refolded, 
That  His  Excellency  William  Lvvmgjlon,  Efquirc,  or  the  Prcfident  of 
the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  Time  being,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized and  empowered  to  appoint  a  proper  Pcrfon  or  Pcrfons  to  purchafe 
fuch  Supplies  of  Powder  and  Lead,  for  the  U(e  of  this  State,  as  may  be 
procured,  or  found  iuilicient  for  the  Defence  thereof;  and  to  lodge  the 

fame 


i92  VOTES,  QfU  of  the  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  of  New-Jerfey. 


fame  in  fuch  Parts  of  this  State,  with  fuch  Orders  for  diftributing  the 
fame  among  the  Militia  at  fuch  Times  and  in  fuch  Manner  as  the  faid 
William  Living ft 'on,  or  the  Prefident  of  the  Council  of  Safety  fhall  think 
proper.  And  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  is  hereby  required  to  pay  to 
the  faid  William  Livingfon,  or  the  Prefident  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
or  Order  or  Orders,  all  fuch  Sum  and  Sums  of  Money  as  may  be  found 
neceffary  for  the  above  Purpofes  ;  which  Order  or  Orders,  with  Receipts 
thereon,  when  produced,  fhall  difcharge  the  faid  Treafurer,  his  Execu- 
tors and  Adminiftrators,  for  the  Sums  therein  expreffed. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Coxe  and  Mr.  Mott  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence  in  the  faid  Refolution. 

Mr.  Coxe  reported,  that  Mr.  Mott  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meffage 
with  them  entrufted,  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Council,  the  Council  not 
fitting. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  oblige  certain  Perfons  therein  defcribed,  to 
take  the  Oaths  of  Abjuration  and  Allegiance,  was  read  the  third  Time  ;  and, 
on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Broivn  and  Mr.  Tallman  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Coun- 
cil, and  acquaint  them  that  the  fame  is  paffed  by  this  Houfe,  without 
any  Amendment. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  engroffed  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  a  Number  of  Men  to  be 
employed  at  Mount-Hope  Furnace,  and  the  Forges  thereunto  belonging,  and 
the  Hibernia  Furnace,  all  in  the  County  of  Morris,  from  aclual  Service  in 
the  Militia,  under  the  Reftriclions  and  Regulations  therein  mentioned,  was 
read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  engroffed  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  encourage  the  making  of  Salt  at 
the  Pennfylvania  Salt-Works,  in  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  was  read  and 
compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  engroffed  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  Battalions  of 
Newark  and  Aquakanonck  in  the  County  of  Effex,  into  one  Battalion,  was 
read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 

That  the  lame  do  pafs. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Broivn  and  Mr.  Tallman  do  carry  the  faid  Bills  to  the 
Council,  for  their  Concurrence. 

Mr.  Broivn,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  exempt 
twelve  Men  to  be  employed  at  the  Sharpfborough  Iron-Works  in  the  County 
of  Suffex,  from  aclual  Service  in  the  Militia,  under  the  Rejlriclions  and 
Regulations  therein  mentioned;  which  was  read  and  ordered  a  fecond 
Reading. 

The 
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The  Bill,  intitled,  A  Supplemental  Acl  to  an  Acl,  intitled,  An  Act  of 
free  and  general  Pardon,  and  for  other  Pnrpofes  therein  mentioned,  was 
read  the  lecond  Time ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  lame  be  engrofTed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  nine  o'Clock. 

T ttef day,   Oflober  J,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Brown  reported,  that  Mr.  Tall/nan  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bills 
with  them  entrutted,  to  thePrefident  of  the  Council,  theCouncil  notfitting. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Ver  Bryck  be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Council,  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Expenditure  of  the 
lait  One  Hundred  Thoufand  Dollars  drawn  from  Congrefs,   for  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  make  Report  to  the  Houfe. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  Cook  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
they  will  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe,  with  the  Time  and 
Place  of  Meeting. 

A  Remonftrance  was  prefented,  figned  by  Robert  Lawrence,  complain- 
ing of  the  Conduct  of  Brigadier  Forman,  refpecting  his  lending  fome 
Women  of  this  State  into  the  Enemy's  Lines,  and  lundry  Grievances  ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Ad  for  erecling  Salt-Works  and  manufacluring 
Salt  -within  the  State  of  New-Jerley,  was  read  the  fecond  Time ;  on  the 
Queftion, 

Ordered, 

That  the  lame  be  engrofTed. 

The  Bill,   intitled,  A  Supplement  to  an  Acl,  intitled,  An  Act  for  regu- 
lating the  Election  of  the  Members  of  the  Legiflative-Council  and  AJfemblyt 
Sec.  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  twelve  Men  to  be  employed  at  the 
Sharpfborough  Iron-Works,  in  the  County  of  SufTex,  from  aclual  Service  in 
the  Militia,  ike.  was  read  the  lecond  Time  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  engrofTed  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  erecling  Salt-Works,  and  ma- 
nufacluring Salt  within  the  State  of  New-Jerfey,  was  read  and  compared ; 
on  the  Queftion, 
llfolved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  engrofTed  Bill,  intitled,  A  Supplemental  Acl  to  an  Acl,  intitled,  An 
Act  of  free  and  general  Pardon,  and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned, 
was  read  and  compared;  on  the  Queftion, 

3  B  Rcfolved, 
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Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  engrofled  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  tivehe  Men  to  be  employ- 
ed at  the  Sharpfborough  Iron-Works ,  in  the  County  of  Suflex,  from  aclual 
Service  in  the  Militia,  under  the  Reflriclions  and  Regulations  therein  menti- 
oned, was  read  and  compared ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehehn  and  Mr.  Board  do  carry  the  faid  Bills  to  the  Council, 
for  their  Concurrence. 

Mr.  Manning  reported,  that  Mr.  Cook  and  hi mfelf  delivered  the  Meflage 
with  them  entrufted,  to  the  Vice-Prefident  of  the  Council,  the  Council 
not  fitting. 

Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Board  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  OB.  7,   1777. 

*  I  VHAT  Mr.  Scudder  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AiTembly  that  this  Houfe 
"*■     have  concurred  in  the  Refolutions  contained  in  their  Meflage  of 
Yefterday,  refpecting  the  purchafing  Powder  and  Lead  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
State,  and  the  Distribution  of  the  fame. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  nine  o'Clock. 

Wedmfday>  Otlober  8,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Ocl.  7,   1777. 

npH  AT  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  that  the  Bill, 
-"-  intitled,  An  Act  to  encourage  the  making  of  Salt  at  the  Pennfylvania 
Salt-Works  in  the  State  of  New-Jerfey :  The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  ex- 
empt a  Number  of  Men  to  be  employed  at  Mount-Hope  Furnace  and  the 
Forges  thereunto  belonging  ;  and  the  Hibernia  Furnace,  all  in  the  County 
of  Morris,  from  aclual  Service  in  the  Militia,  under  the  Reflriclions  and 
Regulations  therein  mentioned:  And  the  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  incorporate 
the  Battalions  of  Newark  and  Aquakanonck,  in  the  County  of  Eflex,  into 
one  Battalion  ;  are  pafTed  in  this  Houfe  without  any  Amendments. 

Mr.  Coxe,  with  Leave,  brought  in  a  BilL  intitled,  An  Act  to  encourage 
the  manufacluring  of  Salt  in  the  State  of  New-Jerfey  j  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Meflage  from  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 

Gentlemen, 

MAJOR  General  Dickinfon  has,  on  his  prefent  Station,  four  Field- 
Pieces,  but  no  Artillery-Men.  He  has  therefore,  to  fupply  that 
Defect  for  the  prefent,  given  Certificates  to  Captains  who  have  fome 
Knowledge  in  Gunnery,  to  raife  Companies  for  that  Purpofe  from  the 
Militia  to  do  thirty  Days  Duty  in  Camp.  He  thinks  it  highly  expedi- 
ent (and  I  cannot  but  concur  with  him  in  Sentiment)  for  the  Legifla- 
ture  to  appoint  proper  Perfons  within  the  State  to  raife  at  leaft  three 

Companies 
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Companies  ofMarrofl.es,  to  be  called  out  as  Occafion  may  require  ;  and 
thinks  he  can  erlec~t  it  without  any  Bounty. 

The  Meafure  which  the  General  propoles  appears  abfolutely  necelTary 
for  the  Security  of  the  State  ;  nor  can  it  be  expected  that  our  Men  will 
face  an  Enemy  who  generally  begin  their  Attack  with  Cannon,  when 
themlclves  are  only  provided  with  Mulketry. 

Princeton,  Oil.  8,  1777.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  being  read  ; 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Dick  and  Mr.  Coxe,  be  a  Committee  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  railing  fome  Companies  of  Artillery,  and  alio  two  Companies 
of  Horfe,   in  Addition  to  thole  heretofore  embodied  in  this  State. 

Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Combs,  Mr.  Camp,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr.  Sebringt 
or  any  three  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Coun- 
cil, to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  prefent  Treafurer  of  this  State,  and 
make  Report  thereof  to  the  Houfe. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Moores  and  Mr.  Peter/on  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defirc 
they  will  appoint  a  Committee  for  that  Purpofe,  with  Time  and  Place 
of  Meeting. 

Mr.  Moores  reported,  that  Mr.  Peterfon  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Coxe. 

Council-Chamber,  OH.  8,    1777. 
/^ ENERAL  Wafl/mgton  having  permitted  Brigadier  General  Forman  to 
^*   difcharge  the  Brigade  of  Jerfey  Militia,  which  lately  joined  the 
Army  in  Peniilyhania,  and  at  the  fame  Time  requefted  that  another 
Brigade  of  the  Militia  may  be  fent  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  to  join  the 
faid  Army  ; 
Rejolved, 
That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  beadvifed  to  order  any  Number  of 
the  Militia  of  this  State,  not  exceeding  two  thoufand  Men,  under  the 
Command  of  Brigadier-General  Forman,  to  join  the  Army  under  the 
Command  of  General  Wafl/ington  in  Pcnnfyl-vania. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.   Coxe  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  with  the  foregoing 
Rclblution,  and  defire  their  Concurrence  therein. 
Which  Meflage  being  read  and  confidered, 

Refol'ved, 
That  this  Houfe  do  concur  in  the  Refolution  contained  in  the  faid 
Meflage. 

Ordered^ 
That  Mr.  Mehetm  and  Mr.  Ver  Bryck  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  ac- 
quaint them  therewith. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought 
in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Aft.  for  raifing  fever  al  Companies  of  Artillery,  and 
alj'o  two  Companies  of  Horfe,  in  Addition  to  the  three  Companies  heretofore 
embodied  in  this  State ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  lecond  Reading. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Elmer. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Oct.  S,    1777. 

'  I  '"HAT  Mr.  Symmcs,  Mr.  Condicl  and  Mr.  Cox,  or  any  two  of  them, 
A     be  a  Committee  to  join  with  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Af- 
lembly 
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fembly,  to  fettle  the  Accounts  with  the  Treafurer  of  this  State,  and 
make  Report  to  the  Houfe  :  That  the  faid  Committees  meet  for  the  Pur- 
pofe  aforefaid  at  the  Houfe  of  Mr.  Bergen,  in  Princeton,  at  fix  o'Clock 
this  Evening  ;  and  that  Mr.  Elmer  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly 
therewith. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Mehelm  reported,  that  Mr.  Ver  Bryck  and  himfelf  delivered  the 
Meffage  with  them  entrufted,  to  Mr.  Pater/on,  one  of  the  Members  of 
the  Council,  the  Council  not  fitting. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Mott  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire  to 
be  informed,  Whether  the  Council  have  paffed  the  Bill,  intitled,  An 
Act  to  oblige  the  Treafurer  of  the  State  of  New-Jerfey  to  give  Security  for 
the  due  Execution  of  his  Office,  fent  up  to  them  for  Concurrence  the  8th 
Day  of  Oclober,  1776  ;  as  the  Houfe  hath  not  heard  of  the  faid  Bill 
fince  that  Time. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  raifing  feveral  Companies  of  Artillery, 
and  alfo  two  Companies  of  Horfe,  in  Addition  to  the  three  Companies  here- 
tofore embodied  in  this  State,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ;  on  the  Quef- 
tion, 

Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  engroffed. 

His  Excellency's  Meffage,  of  the  3d  Inftant,  being  read  the  fecond 
Time, 

Refolded, 

That  the  Prefident  and  Council  of  Safety  be  empowered  to  order  the 
Removal  of  any  Cattle  in  this  State,  that  may  be  in  Danger  of  being 
carried  off  by,  or  falling  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  to  Places  of 
greater  Safety,  on  the  Owner  or  Owners  of  fuch  Cattle  neglecting  or  re- 
futing, after  Notice,  to  remove  the  fame. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Mott  and  Mr.  Cook  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire  their 
Concurrence  in  the  faid  Refolution. 

The  engroffed  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  raifing  feveral  Companies  of 
Artillery,  and  alfo  tivo  Companies  of  Horfe,  in  Addition  to  the  three  Com- 
panies heretofore  embodied  in  this  State,  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the 
Queftion,' 

Refolved, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Mott  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council, 
for  their  Concurrence. 

Mr.  Mott  reported,  that  Mr.  Cook  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Meffage 
with  them  entrufted,  to  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council. 

Mr.  Clark  reported,  that  Mr.  Mott  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Orders  of 
the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Dick,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  Draught  of 
an  Addrefs  to  His  Excellency,  brought  in  a  Draught  accordingly  j 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  nine  o'Clock. 

Thurfday, 
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Tl.nnfday,    October   9,    1777- 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  MclTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 

Or  tiered,  Council-Chamber,  Ocl.  8,   1777. 

'TpHAT  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Allembly  that  this  Houfe 
*  have  concurred  in  the  Rcfblution  contained  in  their  Meffage  of 
this  Day,  refpecling  the  Removal  of  fuch  Cattle  as  may  be  in  Danger  of 
being  carried  off  by,  or  falling  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  to  Places 
of  greater  Safety,  &c . 

A  MeiTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Oct.  8,    1777. 

/~pvHAT  Mr.  Condi  cl  be  a  Committee  to  join  the  Committee  of  the 
-■■  Houfe  of  Allembly,  to  fettle  the  Accounts  of  the  Expenditure  of 
the  laft  One  Hundred  Tboufand  Dollars  drawn  from  Congrefs,  for  the 
Payment  of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  and  make  Report  to  the  Houfe  : 
That  the  faid  Committees  meet  for  that  Purpofe  at  the  Houle  of  Mrs. 
Pott,  in  Princeton,  at  feven  o'clock  to-morrow  Morning ;  and  that  Mr. 
Symmes  acquaint  the  Houle  of  Affembly  therewith. 

The  engroffed  Bill,  intitled,  A  Supplement  to  an  Atl,  intitlcd,  An  Act 
for   regulating  the  Election  of  the  Members  of  the  Legijlative-Council  and 
•'//,  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  of  the  State  0/ 'New-Jerley,  was  read  and 
compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Rcjolvcd, 
That  the  lame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Camp  and  Mr.  Dey  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council, 
and  defire  their  Concurrence  therein. 

Mr.  Camp  reported,  that  Mr.  Dey  and  himfelf  delivered  the  Bill  with 
them  entruiled,  to  the  Vice-Prefident  in  Council. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  brought 
in  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  A6t  for  the  better fettling  Intejlates  Eftates ;  which 
was  read  : 

Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  teferred  to  the  next  Sitting  of  Affembly. 

The  Memorial  of  Robert  Paivrence,  rcfpecling  the  Conduct  of  Briga- 
dier Forman,  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time;  and  it  being  near  the  Clofe 
of  the  Selhon,   and  the  Houle  not  having  Time  to  go  into  an  Inquiry  on 
the  Facts  therein  let  forth, 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  next  Sitting  of  Allembly. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Cook  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  the  19th  of 
September  laft  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  Council  to  infpeel  the  Minutes 
of  the  Council  of  Safety,  ib  far  as  relates  to  the  Expenditure  of  the  Mo- 
ney drawn  from  the  Treafury  :  And  that  Mr.  (  amp  and  Mr.  Manning  do 
wait  on  the  Council  and  acquaint  them  therewith,  and  defire  they  will 
add  to  their  Committee  appointed  for  that  Purpole,  and  appoint  the 


Time  and  Place  of  Meeting. 


3  C  Mr. 
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Mr.  Camp  reported,  that  Mr.  Manning  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

Ordered,  In  Council-Chamber,  Oct.  9,    1777. 

'HAT  Mr.  Scuddcr  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  and,  in  Anfwer 
to  their  MefTage  of  Yefterday,  acquaint  them  that  a  Bill,  intitled 
as  in  their  MelTage  is  exprefTed,  has  not  been  received  by  this  Houfe ; 
but  the  Council  find  by  their  Minutes  that  a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Ad  to 
oblige  the  Treafurer  of  the  State  of  New-Jerfey  to  give  Security  for  the  due 
Execution  of  his  Office,  and  to  prefcribe  the  Mode  in  which  the  fame  Security 
jhall  be  taken,  was  prefented  for  their  Concurrence  in  the  Afternoon  of 
the  8th  Day  of  October,  ijj6  ;  which  Bi!l  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fe- 
cond  Reading:  But,  as  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  thought  proper  on  the 
fame  Day  to  dole  the  Sitting  of  the  Legiflature,  the  Council  could  not 
poflibly  give  the  Bill  the  neceflary  Confederation  to  pafs  it  into  a  Law  at 
that  Sitting ;  and  through  the  Hurry  and  Confufion  which  happened 
Ihortly  afterwards,  the  Bill  was  miflaid  or  loft.  That  the  Attention  of 
the  Council  has  not  been  with-held  from  the  (aid  Bill  through  any  Dif- 
like  to  the  Subject  and  Defign  of  it ;  on  the  Contrary,  the  Council  think 
it  highly  expedient  that  fuch  a  Law  fhould  be  palled,  and  would  long 
fince  have  prepared  a  Bill  for  the  Purpofe,  had  not  Bufinefs,  more  imme- 
diately prefling,  conftantly  demanded  their  Attention  at  every  Sitting  of 
the  Legiflature.  In  the  mean  Time  the  Council  conceived  that  the  Publick 
would  not  be  injured,  nor  its  Interefts  endangered  by  the  Delay,  as  both 
the  late  and  prelent  Treafurer  have  given  Security  for  the  due  Execution 
of  the  Office,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  both  Houfes. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condiff. 

Ordered,  "Council-Chamber,  Off.  9,    1777. 

'HAT  Mr.  Cox  be  added  to  the  Committee  appointed  the  19th  of 
September  laft,  to  join  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  to 
infpecl  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  Ex- 
penditure of  the  Money  drawn  from  the  Treafury  :  That  the  laid  Com- 
mittees meet  for  that  Purpofe  at  the  Houfe  of  Mr.  Bergen  at  fix  o'Clock 
this  Evening;  and  that  Mr.  Condi ff  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly 
therewith. 

Mr.  Dey,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  that  Service,  brought  in 
a  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  to  raife  a  Fund  by  general  Taxation  for  defraying 
the  necejfary  Expences  of  the  State  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fe- 
cond  Reading. 


T 


jt>* 


The  Houfe  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Morning  nine  o'Clock. 

Friday,   Offober  10,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Off.  10,    1777. 

/~pHAT  Mr.  Scudder  carry  the  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  to  oblige  the 
•*■     Treafurer  of  the  State  of  New-Jerfey  to  give  Security  for  the  due 
Execution  of  his  Office,  and  to  prefcribe  the  Mode  in  which  the  fame  Security 
JJjall  be  taken,  to  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  for  Concurrence. 
Which  Bill  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

A  MefTage 


WILLIAM     LIVINGSTON,     Efquire,    Governor.  tgg 

A  Mcfiage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condiil, 

Council-Chamber t  Oil.  10,   1777. 

HIS  Excellency  General  Wa/hington  having  requefted  that  as  many 
of  the  Militia  ot    this  State  as  can  be  (pared,   may  be  immediately 

ordered  to  join  the  Army  under  the  Command  of'  General  Putnam,  in 
the  State  or'  Netv-1  ork  ; 
Refolved, 

That  His  Excellency  the  Governor  be  advifed  to  order  any  Number 
of  the  Militia  of  this  State,  not  exceeding  one  thoufand  IVlen,  to  be 
forthwith  railed,  in  Addition  to  the  two  thoufand  lately  advifed  to  be 
lent  to  Pennfylvav.ia  ;  and  that  His  Kxcellency  be  advifed  to  order  the 
laid  three  thoufand  Men,  or  any  Part  of  them,  to  join  the  grand  Army 
in  the  Stale  of  Pennfyhuania,  or  the  Army  under  the  Command  of  Ge- 
neral Putnam  in  the  State  of  Neiv-TTork^  as  the  Exigency  of  Affairs  may 
require. 

Ordered^ 

That  Mr.  Condi  el  wait  on  the  Houfe  of  Alfembly  with  the  foregoing 
Refolution,   and  defire  their  Concurrence  therein. 

Which  Meifage  being  read  ami  confidered  ; 

Refolved, 
That  this  Houfe  do  concur  in   the  Refolution  contained  in  the  faid 
Meffage. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Mehelm  and  Mr.  Ver  Bryck  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  ac- 
ouaint  them  therewith. 

A  Meifage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Elmer. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Oil.  10,    1777. 

npHAT  Mr.  Elmer  carry  the  Bill,  intitled,  A  Supplement  to  an  Ac!, 
-*  intitled,  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Eleilion  of  the  Members  of  the 
iLegi/lative-Council  and  Affembly,  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  of  the  State  of  New- 
Jerley,  with  the  Amendments  thereto,  to  the  Houfe  of  Alfembly,  and 
defire  their  Concurrence  in  the  faid  Amendments  :  And  that  Mr.  Elmer 
alio  carry  the  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  to  explain  the  Laiv  and  Con/1  i  tut  ion  of 
the  State  of  New-  Jerfey,  as  to  the  quartering  of  and  furnifhing  qfCarriagi 
for  the  Army  in  the  Service  of  the  United-States  of  North-America,  and  for 
making  fdme  further  P  rovijion  for  the  fame,  to  the  Houle  of  Alfembly,  and 
defire  their  Concurrence  in  the  faid  Bill. 

The  Bill,  intitled,   An  Act  to  raife  a  Fund  by  general  Taxation  for  de- 
fraying the  neeejfary  Expences  of  the  State,  was  read  the  fecond  Time  ; 
Ordered, 

That  the  fame  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houle: 
Whereupon  the  Houfe  accordingly  relblved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe  on  the  faid  Bill;  and,  after  fume  Time  (pent  therein, 
Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported,  that  they  had  made  fome  Progrefs  in  the  Matters  to 
them  referred,  and  delired  Leave  to  fit  again;  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  7'.  M. 
The   I  Ionic    met. 
The  Bill,  intitled,  A  Supplement  to  an  Ad,  intitled,  An  Act  for  regu- 
lating th.  m  of  the  Members  of  the  I    nJlativerCouncil  and  Affembly, 
Sheriffs  and  Coroners  of  the  State  of  Ncw-Jei  lev,   with  the  Amendments 
made  thereto  by  the  Council,   was  read  with  the  Amendments  in  their 

Places  ; 


T 
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Places  ;  and,  on  the  Queflion,  The  Houfe  agreed  to  all  the  faid  Amend- 
ments, except  that  in  the  thirty-firft  Line  of  the  fecond  Page  of  the  faid 
Bill,  which  the  Houfe  rejects,  and  in  that  Part  adhere  to  the  Bill. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Mehehn  and  Mr.  Mott  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council, 
and  acquaint  them  therewith. 

Mr.  Mehehn  reported,  that  Mr.  Mott  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houfe. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  explain  the  Law  and  Conjiitution  of  the  State 
of  New-  Jerfey,  as  to  the  quartering  of  and  furniflnng  Carriages  for  the 
Army  in  the  Service  of  the  United-States  of  North-America,  and  for  mak- 
ing fame  further  Provifionfor  the  fame ,  was  read  the  firfl  Time,  and  or- 
dered a  fecond  Reading. 

A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Symmes. 

Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Oc~t.  10,    1777. 

HAT  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly  that  the  Bill, 
intitled,  An  Act  to  exempt  twelve  Men  to  be  employed  at  the  Sharpf- 
borough  Iron-Works,  in  the  County  of  SufTex,  from  actual  Service  in  the 
Militia,  under  the  Reftriftions  and  Regulations  therein  mentioned :  The  Bill, 
intitled,  An  Act  for  raifing  feveral  Companies  of  Artillery,  and  alfo  two 
Companies  of  Horfe  in  Addition  to  the  three  Companies  heretofore  embodied 
in  this  State :  And  the  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  erecting  Salt-Works  and 
manufacturing;  Salt  "within  the  State  of  New-Jerfey  ;  are,  without  any 
Amendments,  paffed  by  this  Houfe. 

Mr.  Coxe,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  of  the 
Council  for  dividing  the  State  into  Diftricts,  made  the  following  Report, 
to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 

OUR  Committee  appointed  to  join  with  a  Committee  of  the  Council 
in  a  free  Conference  on  the  Subject-Matter  of  dividing  the  State  into 
Diftricts,  and  appointing  Perfons  in  each  Diftrict  to  recruit  Men  for  the 
continental  Service,  beg  Leave  to  report, 

That  your  Committee,  in  Conjunction  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Council,  have  agreed  that  the  feveral  Counties  in  this  State  be  deemed 
Diftricts  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid,  and  the  Perfons  herein  after-named 
are  appointed  in  the  feveral  Diftricts  to  recruit  Men  for  the  continental 
Service,  to  wit,  For  the  County  of 

C    Alexander  Carmichacly  ~)  To  rendezvous  at 

Morris,  £    William  Youngs,  $     Morns-Town. 

C    John  Leak  \  Ditto  at  Mount. 

Burlington,      <    Captain  jojeph  Weaver i  >      }Jolly 

(_  Captain  ®uigleyt  j 

„"       '-,  <^    John  Hand,  ?  Ditto  at  James 

Cape-May,  {   James  Willets,  5      Willets. 

C    Ifrael  Pierfon,  ?  Ditto  at  tfnVfr*- 

Cumberland,     <    James  Living,  >      Town. 

(^   George  Mac  Glocklin,  J 

_,  C    David  Marrenus,  7  tv.--^  „<-  p.,. *,„*„« 

Bergen,  £   ^me/zW  Erwin,  5  P 

C    Keneth  Anderfon,  ~)  Ditto  at  the  Court- 

Monmoutii,        £   Gilbert  Longjirect,  \      houfe. 

Somerset, 


Y 
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Somerset, 


Sussex, 


Gloucester,    < 


Salem, 


Essex, 


Middlesex, 


Hunterdon, 


To  rendezvous  at 
the  Court-houfe. 


{Ditto  at  the  Court- 
houie  in  Sujfex. 


>  Ditto  atJVbadbury. 


}  Ditto  at  the  Town 
of  Salem. 


Ditto  at  Neivark. 


} 


1 

I 
■ 

1 
1 

J 


tto  at  Neiv- 
Bruufivick. 


Ditto  at  Fleming- 
ton. 


John  PuurJ, 
'Jofeph  Cajierlin. 
Jacob  Flaggy 

Ifaac  Martin 
Benjamin  Cuykindal, 
Emanuel  Hover, 
William  Carr, 

Jofeph  EJlcil, 
William  Price, 
Colonel  Jofeph  Hillman, 
James  Tallman, 

James  Sterling, 
Captain  John  Kelly, 
Major  Anthony  Sharp, 

David  Rofs, 
James  Hedden, 
Abraham  Spier, 

Robert  Nixon, 
John  Webjlcr, 

Jejfe  Hart, 
Richard  Curivine, 
Jacob  Anderjon,  of  Lebanon, 
I   Samuel  Grounendike, 

By  Order  of  the  Committees, 
Princeton,  October  10,   1777.  Charles  Coxe, 

Caleb  Camp. 
A  Meffage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Condift. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Oft.  10,    1777. 

OpHAT  Mr.  Condicl  carry  back  the  Bill,  intitled,  A  Supplement  to  an 
*     Aft,  intitled,  An  Ad  for  regulating  the  Election  of  the  Members  of  the 
Legiflative-Council  and  AJfembly,  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  of  the  State  of  New- 
Jerley,  with  the  Amendments  thereto  annexed,  to  the  Houle  of  Affem- 
bly,  and  acquaint  them  that  the  Council  have  receded  from  the  Amend- 
ment  made  to  the  thirty-firft  Line  of  the  fecond  Page  of  the  laid  Bill, 
which  was  rejected  by  the  Houfe  of  Affembly. 
Ordered, 
That  the  (aid  Bill  be  re-engrofTed. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the 
Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  raifing  a  Fund  by  general  taxation,  Sec.  and, 
atter  fome  Time  (pent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  refumed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  Harris,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  reported,  that  the  Committee 
had  gone  through  the  faid  Bill,  and  made  feveral  Amendments  thereto, 
which  he  was  ready  to  report  whenever  the  Houie  would  pleafe  to  receive 
the  lame. 

Ordered, 

That  the  Report  be  made  to-morrow  Morning. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  oblige  the  Treafurcr  of  the.  State  of  New- 
Jeriey  to  give  Security  for  the  due  Execution  of  his  Office,  &c.  was  read 
the  (econd  Time,  and  ordered  a  third  Reading. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Acl  to  explain  the  Laiv  and  Conjlitution  of  the 
State  of  New-Jerlcy,  as  to  the  quartering  of,  and  furnijhing  Carriages  for 

3  D  the 
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the  Armyy  &c.  was  read  the  fecond  Time,  ah'd  ordered  a  third  Reading. 
Ttte  Wbta&  adjourned  till  to-morrow  Mornirig  eight  o'Clock. 

Saturday,  Ocleber  1 1 ,    1777. 

The  Houfe  met. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  declare  the  Payment  df  Money  into  the  Trea- 
fury  a  legal  Difcharge  of  Debt  in  certain  Cafes,  wae  read  the  fecond  Time: 
Ordered, 
That  the  fame  be  referred  to  the  next  Seffion  of  Aflembly. 

A  Meflage  From  His  Excellency  by  Mr.  Secretary  Pettit. 
Gentlemen,  Princeton,  Oil.  11,   1777. 

IT  would  be  an  unnecelfary  Confumf>tion  of  Time  to  enumerate  all 
the  Advantages  that  would  redound  to  the  State  from  having  a 
Weekly  News-Paper  printed  and  circulated  in  it. — To  facilitate  fuch  an 
Undertaking,  it  is  propofed  that  the  firfl:  Paper  be  circulated  as  foon  as 
feven  hundred  Subscribers,  whofe  Punctuality  in  paying  may  be  relied 
upon,  ihall  be  procured  :  Or  if  Government  will  infure  feven  hundred 

Subfcribers 


H 


Dr.  IS  TAT  Eo/nR  W-J  E  R-S  E  J  in  Account  current  -with 

To  Cam  paid  at  fuhdry  Times,  per  Actount  and 
Vbuchefs  rendered  and  allowed,   from  Mo.  1  to 

No.  88,  included, £.    967 :    o :    2 

Balance  due  the  State,  3a  :  19:10 

£.  1 000 :    o  :    o 

AVTNG  examined  the  above  Accounts  and 
Vouchers  relative  thereto,  do  find  the  "Sum  of 
Thirty-two  P  minds  Tfbreteen  Shillings  and  Ten  Pence, 
as  mentioned  above,  to  be  due  from  Caleb  Camp, 
Efquire,  to  the  State  of  N&w-Jerfiy.  -William  VeR  Bryck, 

Ellis  Cook, 
John  Cox. 


-The  Bill,  intitled,  An  A&.  to  oblige  the  Treasurer  tf  the  State  ■<$  New- 
Jerfey  to  give  Security  for  the  due  Execution  tf  his  Office,  and  to  prtfcribe 
the  Mode  in  -which  the  fame  Security  frail 'be  taken,  was  read  the  iJhitd 
Time  ;  and,  on  die  Queftion, 
Refolded, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  explain  the  Law  and  Conjlitution  of  the 
State  of  New-Jerfey,  as  to  the  quartering  of  and  furniflring  Carriages  for 
the  Ariny  in  the  Service  of  the  United-States  of  North- America,  &c.  was 
read  the  third  Time;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refobved, 

That  the  fame  do  pafs. 

Ordered^ 
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Subfcribcrs  who  fhall  pray,  the  Work  will  be  immediately  begun,  and 
if  at  the  End  of  lix  Months  there  ihall  be  feven  hundred  or  more  Sub- 
fcribers  who  will  pay  punctually,  the  Claim  upon  Government  to  ceaJL 
But  if  the  Subtcribers  fall  lhort  of  that  Number,  Government  to  be- 
come a  Subscriber  lb  as  to  make  up  that  Number.  The  Price  in  thele 
fluctuating  limes  can  hardly  be  aicercained,  but  it  is  fuppofed  it  can- 
not at  prelent  be  Ids  than  Tivcnty-fix  Shillings  per  Year,  which  will  be 
but  Sim  Pence  a  Paper.  WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

The  re-engroffed  Bill,  with  the  Amendments  agreed  to  by  both  Houfes, 
intitled,  A  Supplement  to  an  Ail,  infilled,  An  Acl  for  regulating  the  Eleclion 
of  the  Members  of  the  Legiflative-Council  and  AJJ'embly,  Sheriffs  and  Coroners 
of  the  State  of  New-Jcrley,  was  read  and  compared;  on  the  Queftion, 
RefolveJ, 
That  the  fame  do  pafs. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Tallman  and  Mr.  Ver  Bryck  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Ver  Bryck,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  of 
the  Council,  to  infpecfl  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  fo  far  as 
relates  to  the  Money  drawn  from  the  Treafury,  <&c.  made  the  following 
Report,  to  which  the  Houfe  agreed. 


Caleb  Camp,  Efquire,  Treafurer  to  the  Council  of  Safety ',  Cr. 

By  Cafh  received  from  John  Stevens,  Efquire,  State 

Treasurer,         -         -         -         ~         -         -         -         £.  1000 :  o :  o 

Errors  excepted, 

Caleb  Camp. 

Princeton,  October  10,    1777. 


Ordered,  *^ 

That  Mr.  Brotvn  and  Mr.  Maiming  do  carry  the  faid  Bills  to  the 
Council,  and  acquaint  them  that  the  fame  are  pafled  by  this  Houfe 
without  any  Amendments. 

Mr.  Broivn  reported,  that  Mr.  Manning  and  himfclf  delivered  the 
Bills  with  them  entrufted,  to  the  Vice-Prelid<rnt  in  Council. 

Mr.  Tallman  reported,  that  JMr.  Ver  Bryck  and  himfelf  obeyed  the 
Order  of  the  Houle. 

A  Memorial  was  prefented  by  the  Honourable  Nathaniel  Scudder, 
Efquire,  fetting  forth,  that  he  has  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  robbed  of 
a  considerable  Sum  of  Money  of  his  own,  together  with  One  Hundred 
Dollars,  being  Part  of  the  Sum  received  by  Jwm  for  the  Purpofe  of  pur- 
chafing 
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.chafing  Cloathing  for  the  continental  Army;  and  alfo  the  whole  Balance, 
then  in  his  Hands,  of  the  Monies  arifing  upon  the  Prize-Sloop  Polly  and 
Ami ;  and  that  the  Cloathing  purchafed  by  him  had  been  forwarded  to 
Brunfunck,  to  be  fent  to  the  Northern  Army,  but  was  in  a  few 
Days  after  taken  by  the  Enemy  who  took  Poffefhon  of  that  Place ;  and 
praying  the  Houfe  would  take  the  fame  under  Confideration,  and  grant 
him  Relief,  either  by  giving  him  Credit  in  his  Account  for  what  was 
loft  belonging  to  the  Publick,  or  otherwife,  as  they  (hall  think  proper ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  a  fecond  Reading. 

.  The  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  defraying  fundry  Incidental  Charges,  was 
Tead  the  fecond  Time ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Ordered, 
That. the  fame  be  engrofTed. 

The  Houfe  adjourned  till  three,  P.  M. 

The  Houfe  met. 

Mr.  Harris  reported  the  Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  to  raife  a  Fund  by  gene- 
ral Taxation,  for  defraying  the  neceffary  Expences  of  the  State,  with  the 
Amendments  made  thereto  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe ;  and 
jhe  fame  being  read,   . 

Ordered, 
_Thjt_it_ be  .referred  to  the  next  Seffion  of  AfTembly. 

It  being  near  the  Clofe  of  theSeffion,  and  the  Houfe  not  having  Time 
to  go  through  a  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  fuch  Officers  and  Privates  of  the 
Militia  as  have  been  wounded  or  difabled  in  the  Service  of  this  State, 
and  the  Widows  of  fuch  of  them  as  have  loft  their  Lives  in  the  faid 
Service  j 

•    Refolded, 

That  the  Prefident  and  Council  of  Safety  be  empowered,  on  Applica- 
tion to  them, ,  to  give  fuch  temporary  Relief  to  the  Perfons  above  men- 
tioned, as  they  fhall  find  equitable  and  neceffary,  and  draw  on  the 
Treafury  for  Money  for  that  Purpofe,  and  lay  the  Account  of  their 
Difburfements  before  the  next  Affembly. 
Ordered, 

That  Mr.  Moores  and  Mr.  Peterfon  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence  in  the  faid  Refolution. 

The  engroffed   Bill,  intitled,  An  Act  for  defraying  fnndry  Incidental 
Charges,  was  read  and  compared  ;  on  the  Queftion, 
Refolded, 
~That  the  lame  do  pafs. 

Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Vand 'ike  and  Mr.  Buck  do  carry  the  faid  Bill  to  the  Council, 
for  their  Concurrence. 

Mr.  Vandike  reported,  that  Mr.  Buck  and  hiaafelf  obeyed  the  Order  of 
the  Houfe. 

Ordered, 
That  fuch  of  the  Members  as  have  fettled  their  Accounts  of  the  Ex- 
penditure of  the  Monies  by  them  received  for  purchafing  Cloathing,  do 
get  a  Certificate  of  the  fame  of  fome  one  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
fettle  the  faid  Accounts,  and  thereupon  call  on  the  Treafurer  for  their 
Receipts. 

Refolved, 
That  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  be  directed  to  call  in  the  Arrearages 
,  ~  due 
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due  from  the  feveral  Counties  ;  and  that  the  finking  the  fame  be  defer- 
red, and  the  Money  applied  to  the  Exigencies  of  the  State  ;  and  that 
the  Treafurer  be  allowed  the  fame  Fees  on  all  the  Sinking-Fund  Tax  by 
him  received  and  paid  out,  as  he  would  be  entitled  to  if  the  fame  was 
funk  as  heretofore. 
Ordered, 
That  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Mehelm  do  wait  on  the  Council,  and  defire 
their  Concurrence  in  the  laid  Refolution. 

Mr.  Moores  reported,  that  Mr.  Peterjbn  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Order 
of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Holmes  reported,  that  Mr.  Mehelm  and  himfelf  obeyed  the  Or- 
der of  the  Houfe. 

Mr., Camp,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  join  a  Committee  of  the 
Council  to  fettle  the  Treafurer 's  Accounts,  made  the  following  Report : 

"1X7 E  the  Committee  of  the  Council  and  Affembly  appointed  to  fettle 
'"  the  Accounts  of  the  prefent  Treafurer  of  this  State,  and  make 
Report  thereof  to  the  Houfes,  having  examined  the  feveral  Debits  and 
Credits  contained  in  ten  Sheets  of  Paper,  commencing  in  March  1777, 
and  ending  in  September  following,  and  the  Vouchers  from  No.  1  to 
No.  195",  inclufive,  relative  thereto,  and  being  fully  fatisfied  therewith, 
do  find  the  Balance  therein  ftated  of  Twelve  Thou/and  Tivo  Hundred  and. 
Twelve  Pounds  Three  Shillings  and  Tivo  Pence  remaining  in  the  Hands 
of  the  faid  Treafurer  on  the  laid  Account. 

John  Cleves  Symmes, 
Silas  Condict, 
Oclober  11,   1777.  John  Cox, 

Caleb  Camp, 
James  Mott,  jun. 
Rkoloff  Sebrinc. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Scudder. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Ocl.  1  r,   1777. 

'TpHAT  Mr.  Scudder  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  that  this  Houfe 
-*•  have  concurred  in  the  Refolution  contained  in  their  Meflage  of  this 
Day,  "  That  the  Prefident  and  Council  of  Safety  of  this  State,  be  em- 
powered, on  Application,  to  give  fuch  temporary  Relief  to  fuch  Officers 
and  Privates  of  the  Militia  as  have  been  wounded  or  difabled  in  the 
Service  of  the  State,  and  the  Widows  of  fuch  of  them  as  have  loft  their 
Lives  in  the  faid  Service,  as  they  fhall  find  equitable  and  neceffary  ;  and 
draw  on  the  Treafury  for  the  Money  for  that  Purpofe,  and  lay  the  Ac- 
count of  their  Difburfements  before  the  next  Affembly." 

A  Meflage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Elmer. 
Ordered,  Council-Chamber,  Ocl.  II,    1 7 77. 

'"jpHAT  Mr.  Elmer  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly,  that  this  Houfe 
■*•  have  concurred  in  the  Refolutions  contained  in  their  MelTage  of 
this  Afternoon,  "  That  the  Treafurer  of  this  State  be  direcled  to  call  in 
the  Arrearages  due  from  the  feveral  Counties,  and  that  the  finking  the 
fame  be  deferred,  and  the  Money  applied  to  the  Exigencies  of  the  State  ; 
and  that  the  Treafurer  be  allowed  the  fame  Fees  on  all  the  Sinking-Fund 
Tax  by  him  received  and  paid  out,  as  he  would  be  entitled  to  if  the  fame 
was  funk  as  heretofore." 

3  E  A  Meflage 
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A  MefTage  from  the  Council  by  Mr.  Sytnmes. 

Ordered^  Council-Chamber,  Ocl.  II,   1777. 

THAT  Mr.  Symmes  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Affembly  that  the  Bill, 
intitled,  An  Ad  for  defraying  fundry  incidental  Charges,  is  pafled 
by  this  Houfe  without  any  Amendments. 

Ordered, 
That  the  Printer  fend  the  Laws  and  Votes  of  the  prefent  Sitting,  when 
printed,  by  Exprefs  to  one  of  the  neareft  Members  of  each  refpective 
County,  in  the  fame  Proportion  as  ufual. 

The  Houfe  having  gone  through  all  the  Bufinefs  before  them  which 
could  be  compleated  before  the  Time  for  which  they  were  elected  would 
expire,  accordingly  rofe  and  clofed  the  Sellion. 


B^  Virtue  of  an  Order  of  the  GENERAL  ASSEM- 
BLY of  the   State   of  New-Jerfey,  I  do  hereby  ap- 
point Ifaac  Collins  of  Burlington,  to  print  thefe  Votes. 

JOHN  HART,    Speaker. 
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